
 

    

 

    
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
           
   

  

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture 

and sustain our faith through Love, 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
(Main Church) 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary is said 30 minutes before Mass 

   
              DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
       2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 
                Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 
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What is the meaning of the Parables of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of Great Price? 
 Jesus had just finished explaining to the disciples the meaning of the Parable of the Wheat and the Tares, and these two 
short parables are a continuance of His discussion of the “kingdom of heaven.” He expressed truths about the kingdom in 

three pairs of parables in Matthew 13: the seed and the sower (vv. 3-23) and the weeds in the field (vv. 24-30); the mustard seed (vv. 
31-32) and the leaven (v. 33); and the hidden treasure (v. 44) and the pearl of great price (vv. 45-46).  The similarities of these two 
short parables make it clear they teach the same lesson—the kingdom of heaven is of inestimable value. Both parables involve a man 
who sold all he had to possess the kingdom. The treasure and the pearl represent Jesus Christ and the salvation He offers. And while 
we cannot pay for salvation by selling all our world goods, once we have found the prize, we are willing to give up everything to 
possess it. But what is attained in exchange is so much more valuable that it is comparable to trading an ounce of trash for a ton of 
diamonds (Philippians 3:7-9). 
 In both parables, the treasures are hidden, indicating that spiritual truth is missed by many and cannot be found by intelligence 
or power or worldly wisdom. Matthew 13:11-17 and 1 Corinthians 2:7-8, 14 make it clear that the mysteries of the kingdom are 
hidden from some who are unable to hear, see, and comprehend these truths. The disobedient reap the natural consequences of 
their unbelief—spiritual blindness. Those whose eyes are opened by the Spirit do discern spiritual truth, and they, like the men in the 
parable, understand its great value. 
 Notice that the merchant stopped seeking pearls when he found the pearl of great price. Eternal life, the incorruptible 
inheritance, and the love of God through Christ constitute the pearl which, once found, makes further searching unnecessary. Christ 
fulfills our greatest needs, satisfies our longings, makes us whole and clean before God, calms and quiets our hearts, and gives us 
hope for the future. The “great price,” of course, is that which was paid by Christ for our redemption. He emptied Himself of His 
glory, came to earth in the form of a lowly man and shed His precious blood on the cross to pay the penalty for our sins.  

~ gotquestions.org 

https://www.gotquestions.org/parable-wheat-tares.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2013
https://www.gotquestions.org/parable-sower.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/parable-mustard-seed.html
http://gotquestions.org
mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.gotquestions.org/parable-wheat-tares.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2013
https://www.gotquestions.org/parable-sower.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/parable-mustard-seed.html
http://gotquestions.org
mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net


 
     

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
   

   THIS WEEK:  $4,837.41 
   LAST WEEK:  $2,974.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent and 

treasure to our Parish Community.

CCD Bible Study Class

Instructed In The Kingdom Of Heaven  
MAGNIFICAT® ~ Sunday, July 26, 2020 ~ Vol. 22, No. 5 

W hen the Lord called the prophet Samuel as a boy, he was 
instructed to respond: Speak, Lord, your servant is listening (1 
Sm 3:9). I have to admit that my prayer often goes more like, 

“Listen Lord, your servant is speaking.” But prayer is a genuine conversation 
only if it includes truly listening to the Lord. And the best way to listen to 
him is through Scripture, his living Word. 
 When I first began to study the Bible, I experienced what the disciples 
on the road to Emmaus felt: Did not our hearts burn within us while he 
talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the scriptures? Gradually I 
formed a daily habit of lector divina, which simply means reading Scripture 
in conversation with God…Through daily lector divina I experience the 
Lord renewing my mind. Scripture is inexhaustible, and even after reading 
the same passage for the hundredth time, the Holy Spirit may reveal 
something new about it. Saint Augustine wrote, “How amazing is the 
profundity of your words…How amazing their profundity, O my God, how 
amazingly deep they are!” 
 When I wake up in the morning, I am not typically overflowing with 
godly thoughts and heavenly charity. In fact, I need to be reconverted every 
day. I may wake up distracted, or grumpy, burdened with the concerns of 
the day, with my mind on worldly things, not at all attuned to God. I need 
time with the Lord…I need to be immersed once again in his love so that I 
can walk through the day in communion with him. That is why early 
morning is the best time to pray. Awake, my soul! Awake, O harp and lyre! 
I will awake the dawn! (Ps 57:9). And each morning, whether I feel it or 
not, God is there with a far greater desire to lavish his grace on me than my 
desire to receive it. Deep calls to deep (Ps 42:8)—he is there inviting me to 
enter in, receive, partake, and enjoy the fullness of life he has for me. He 
invites you, too, to come to him every day in prayer, so that he can 
strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being…that 
you may have strength to comprehend with all the holy ones what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ 
that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God (Eph 3:16-19). 

~ Mary Healy 
Mary Healy is a professor of Sacred Scripture and a member of the Pontifical 
Biblical Commission.
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CHURCH CLEANERS 
GROUP 4 

Saturday, July 25, 2020
GROUP 5 

Saturday, August 1

LECTORS 
Saturday, July 25 ~ Sister Marykutty/Randy Tom

Saturday, August 1, 2020 ~ Sue Ann Yasuoka/David Houle
Sunday, July 26, 2020

7:30 A.M. ~ Kolby Yamamoto/Patti Silva 
10:00 A.M. ~ Monica Hahn/ Sweetie Pacarro 

Sunday, August 2, 2020
7:30 A.M. ~ Chester Hughes/Patti Silva 

10:00 A.M. ~ CCD 

 M  E  D  I  T  A  T  I  O  N    O  F    T  H  E    D  A  Y

 RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

WINS 
The Supreme Court recently issued rulings in two significant cases involving 
religious liberty. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe School v. Morissey-Berru The Supreme Court 
upheld 7-2 the ministerial exception that applies to teachers employed by 
religious schools, holding that governments and the courts may not inter-
fere with the hiring practices of religious organizations. According to the 
First Amendment, faith-based organizations have a fundamental right to 
autonomy in matters of employment and governance. 

Little Sisters of the Poor v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania In a 7-2 ruling, 
the Supreme Court upheld two rules issued by the US Department of 
Health and Human Services that provide an exemption from the Affordable 
Care Act’s contraceptive mandate on religious and moral grounds. This case 
reaffirms that the government cannot pave over the consciences of 
religious organizations in pursuit of a policy goal when the government has 
other options for achieving that goal that do not infringe religious liberty. 

(hawaiifamilyforum.org)     

Sunday, August 2, 2020. Family/Children’s Mass  
Please wear your Blue CCD shirts. 
Looking forward to seeing you all. 

“I will never understand all the good that a 
simple smile can accomplish. Every time you 
smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to 
that person, a beautiful thing.”  

~ Mother Teresa of Calcutta, The Joy in Loving2 

http://hawaiifamilyforum.org
http://hawaiifamilyforum.org
mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com
mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com


   

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Benito & 
Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & 
Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Steve Fujii, Eileen Green, 
Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Al 
Tagab, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Clement Yee, Don Yee.

Sunday, July 26 
7:30 A.M. Mass 

Jack Wong 
♰ Pedro Agustin, Jr. 

Healing Prayers For: 
Bernard Ho 
Wayne Silva 

10:00 A.M. Mass 
Vera Ashitomi 

 Karen Lee 
 Salvador Solidum 

 Sam Chun 
 Steve Aki 

Helena Kim 
Al Tagab 

Healing Prayers For: 
Nancy Contrades 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Franchon Luke 

Wedding Anniversary Blessings: 
Hana & Shaun 

♰ Pedro Agustin, Jr. 

Monday, July 27 
8:00 A.M. Communion Service 

♰ Kenneth Asato 

Tuesday, July 28 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: Mary Souza 

Wednesday, July 29 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Steve Aki 

Thursday, July 30 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers for the Sick  
Of The Parish 

Friday, July 31 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Tia Goodrich 

Healing Prayers For: 
Wayne Silva 

Saturday,August 1 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

  Don Yee 
♰ Kenneth Asato 
♰ Henry George, Jr. 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
 Doreen & Francis Chia 
 Nancy & Raymond Tom 

  Betty Lowe 
Beatrice Tom 
♰ Kenneth Asato 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Bernard Ho, Margaret Robello, Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, 
Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

                       Drinking From the Chalice 
We are afflicted in every way, but not constrained; perplexed, but 
not driven to despair…2 Corinthians 4:8   

T oday, both Paul and Jesus promise that we will suffer. Not a very 
cheerful message, but ultimately a positive one since we are also 
promised to have, “grace bestowed in abundance” (verse 15). 

 Yes, we must suffer. Some suffer so very much more than do others. 
Many seek out glory and happiness in response. When James and his 
brother John, at the behest of their mother, sought a promise of heavenly 
glory, Jesus promised them pain and sorrow. Indeed, it is believed that 
James was the first of the apostles to be martyred. However, by that time, he 
had learned the value of sacrifice and service. He knew what drinking Jesus’ 
chalice meant. He also knew much more about the heavenly glory that 
awaited him. 
 Dear Lord, may your grace be evident to us, especially to those who 
are greatly afflicted today. May our prayers strengthen them. St. James, 
pray for us.                ~ Terence Hegarty 

“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, July 25, 2020 
www.living faith.com 
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“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, July 26, 2020  
www.living faith.com

             Sorting It Out 
“The Kingdom of heaven is like a net thrown into the sea, which 
collects fish of every kind. When it is full they haul it ashore and 
sit down to put what is good into buckets.” Matthew 13:47-48 

On days when the weather kept us indoors, my sisters, brother and 
I would comb through the family’s penny jar. ( Yes, this is what 
kids did before the Internet!) We’d set aside any pennies that had 

our birth years, but the greatest finds were the ones that had two stalks of 
wheat instead of the Lincoln Memorial on the back. We’d shine them up 
good and put them in a special place. The rest of the pennies were ours to 
split up and spend. 
 What kind of penny is your life today? The special kind that reflects the 
love and devotion the Lord desires, or the everyday kind without value in 
eternity? It doesn’t take a rare design on the back, and it’s never too late to 
ask him for his distinctive polish. Start shining today. 
 Lord, help me to reflect your goodness in this life so that I may join 
you in the next.               ~ Melanie Rigney 

 A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

T he theme of today’s readings is that of wisdom. 
Wisdom, however, is not of worldly wisdom, but 
something deeper. It means to see life from our 

Lord’s view. Jesus said this wisdom is worth more than all 
other possessions put together. Solomon knew this and when he was given 
a choice, he put wisdom at the top of the list. How much we need this 
wisdom. Look at all the misguided things people do. 

 Wisdom is a gift of God. It means we put our trust in his word instead 
of in human wisdom and human experts. Wisdom is the pearl of great price. 
It is not that we can’t find the pearl (it is in the Gospel) but that we are 
unwilling to pay the price for it. 

The Pastor’s Message (continued) 
 Jesus’ parables emphasize the fact that wisdom calls for our total 
response and complete action. We hold back, and try to have it both ways, 
thereby compromising God. 
 The pearl is offered to those who open their hands, letting go of all 
other things, and embrace it. 

May the Peace of the Lord be with you!  ~  Fr. Mario 

http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com


DAILY  READINGS 
   

Monday, July 27 
   Jeremiah 13:1-11 

Tuesday, July 28 
Jeremiah 14:17-22 

     Wednesday, July 29 
Jeremiah 15:10, 16-21 

St. Martha 

   Thursday, July 30 
      Jeremiah 18:1-6 
St. Peter Chrysologus 

Friday, July 31 
Jeremiah 26:1-9 

St. Ignatius Loyola 

  Saturday, August 1 
   Jeremiah 26:11-16, 24 

catholicreadings.org 

18th Sunday In 
Ordinary Time 
August 2, 2020 

    
BREAKING BREAD™ 

St. Eusebius of Vercelli 
St. Peter Julian Eymard 

FIRST READING 
Isaiah 55:1-3, (112A) 

Page 192 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18 

Page 193 

SECOND READING 
Romans 8:35, 37-39 

Page 193 
                          

GOSPEL 
Matthew 14:13-21 

Page 193—194 

The Gospel (continued) 

goes and sells all that he has and 
buys it. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

17th Sunday In Ordinary Time 
Sts. Joachim & Anne, 

Parents of The Blessed Virgin Mary 
Readings from Breaking Bread™ 2020 

Pages 190 — 192 
JULY 26, 2020 

FIRST READING ~ 1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 (109A) 
A Reading from the Book of Kings 

T he Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at 
night. God said, “Ask something of me and I will 

give it to you.” Solomon answered; “O Lord, my God, 
you have made me, your servant, king to succeed my 
father David; but I am a mere youth, not knowing at all 
how to act. I serve you in the midst of the people 
whom you have chosen, a people so vast that it cannot 
be numbered or counted. Give your servant, 
therefore, an understanding heart to judge your 
people  and to distinguish right from wrong. For who 
is able to govern this vast people of yours? 
 The Lord was pleased that Solomon made this 
request. So God said to him: “Because you have asked 
for this—not for a long life for yourself, nor for riches, 
nor for the life of your enemies, but for understanding 
so that you may know what is right—I do as you 
requested. I give you a heart so wise and 
understanding that there has never been anyone like 
you up to now and after you there will come no one to 
equal you.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ Psalm 119:57, 72, 76-77, 
127-128, 129-130 

Lord, I love your commands. 

SECOND READING ~ Romans 8:28-30 
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

B rothers and sisters: We know that all things work 
for good for those who love God, who are called 

according to his purpose. For those he foreknew he 
also predestined to be conformed to the image of his 
Son, so that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers and sisters. And those he predestined he also 
called; and those he called he also justified; and those 
he justified he also glorified. 
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ~ Matthew 13:44-52 or 13:44-46 
The Lord be with you.   And with your spirit. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

J esus said to his disciples: “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a 

person finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and 
sells all that he has and buys that field. Again, the 
kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching for 
fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he 
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MUSIC FOR 

The 17th SundayIn Ordinary Time 
JULY 25 & 26, 2020 

BREAKING BREAD™ 
ENTRANCE  ~  [#561] Ten Thousand Reasons 
      [#563] Lift Up Your Hearts    
    [#541] Come, Now Is The Time   
      To Worship 
OFFERTORY ~ [#341] God’s Holy Gifts 
    [#470] All Is Well With My Soul 
    [#727] Stand By Me 
COMMUNION ~ [#431] Be Not Afraid 
    [#728] Beatitudes 
    [#469] Be Still And Know I am   
           God 
     

RECESSIONAL ~ [#726] Lead Me Lord 
    [#555] Laudate, Laudate   
           Dominum    
    [#498] Go Make A Difference 
    [#528] Let There Be Peace On  
      Earth 

  

 On the day of His Resurrection Jesus Christ left in 
the tomb the shroud which is the symbol of our 
infirmities, our weaknesses, our imperfections. Christ 
comes from the tomb triumphant—completely free of 
earthly limitation; He is animated with a life that is 
intense and perfect, and which vibrates in every fiber of 
His being. In Him everything that is mortal has been 
absorbed by His glorified life. 
 Here is the first element of the sanctity represented 
in the risen Christ: the elimination of everything that is 
corruptible, everything that is earthly and created; 
freedom from all defects, all infirmities, all capacity for 
suffering. 
 But there is also another element of sanctity: union 
with God, self-oblation and consecration to God. Only in 
heaven shall we be able to understand how completely 
Jesus lived for His Father during these blessed days. The 
life of the risen Christ became an infinite source of glory 
for His Father. Not a single effect of His sufferings was 
left in Him, for now everything in Him shone with 
brilliance and beauty and possessed strength and life; 
every atom of His being sang an unceasing canticle of 
praise. His holy humanity offered itself in a new manner 
to the glory of the Father.  

~ ewtn.com 

THE GLORIOUS 
MYSTERIES 
The Resurrection 

J esus rises from the dead on 
Easter Sunday, glorious 
and immortal, as He has     

predicted.  (Matt. 28:1-7) 

http://ewtn.com
http://catholicreadings.org
http://ewtn.com
http://catholicreadings.org

