
 

    

    
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
           
  

   

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the family 
of St. Stephen Catholic Church nurture 

and sustain our faith through Love, 

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

Sacristans 
Celine Asato ~ Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS: 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
(Main Church) 

Monday ~ Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:15 to 3:45 PM 

or by appointment 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary is said 35 minutes before Mass 

   

DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817  ~  808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

 20th  SUNDAY  IN  ORDINARY  TIME    ~   AUGUST  16,  2020S 
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THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW15:21-28  ~ THE CANAANITE WOMAN 

M any people face a conundrum when reading the scene in Matthew’s Gospel where Jesus meets the Canaanite woman who 
begs him to release her little girl from demonic possession (15:28ff ). The Lord’s first response is silence, and we are struck by 

how out of character that is for him. No response to a cry for help? Then the woman kneels and pleads, “Lord, help me,” to which 
the Lord replies that his mission is not to gentiles, but to Israel.  
 … In a way, God's only son knows all along he is going to heal this woman’s little girl. The Lord could never walk away from this 
situation. But he can also see that she is a strong woman who cares for her daughter. As he talks with her, Jesus draws out from her a 
strong determination and magnificent act of faith. She would not give up. There are two important lessons here. 
 First of all, the apostles witnessed this woman display more faith than they had when faced with a critical situation. Second, it is 
important to remember that, in the Gospels, the most dramatic acts of faith are made by pagans rather than the Jews. Such as: 1) 
The centurion who said, “I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof; only say the word and my servant will be healed” (Mt 
8:8). 2) The gentile woman who would not let Christ get away without healing her daughter. 3) And, finally, the Roman soldier at the 
cross who makes the dramatic statement, “Truly this man was the Son of God!” (Mk 15:39).   …     ~ franciscanmedia.org 

http://franciscanmedia.org
http://franciscanmedia.org
mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/


 
     

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent and 

treasure to our Parish Community.

CCD Bible Study Class
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The Faith of the Canaanite Woman 
MAGNIFICAT® ~ Sunday, August 16, 2020 ~ Vol. 22, No. 6 

A h, dear children, happy is the one and holy, who can strike so deep 
down into his heart to find the will of God there. This is not a matter 

of words or any pious use of the senses, but of truest earnestness, for it 
[produces] a self-renunciation deeper than anything else in us, human or 
divine. Anguish, suffering, shame is at their worst in that one’s soul, and yet 
he trusts God with unshaken constancy, and his confidence in the divine 
loving-kindness grows stronger and stronger, as God’s abandonment of him 
seems to grow more certain—just as was the case with the Canaanite woman 
when rejected by our Lord. The harder he treated her the more confidently 
did she beg his mercy and it was for this reason alone that she got all she 
asked from him. 
 Dear children, this is the right and the divine road to true spirituality. 
The person that can thus stand his ground meekly under all God’s 
visitations of inner and outer affliction, looking to nothing but God’s will for 
guidance, awaiting God’s time of relief most patiently—the person who will 
thus stand his ground until death without the least repining—ah, children, 
he has found the straight road to union with God…That road is total self-
renunciation with all confidence in God, even to the end. To such a true and 
faithful soul the Lord will, at last, speak words similar to the ones he 
addressed to the Canaanite: O, woman, great is your faith! Be it done to 
you as you will.              ~ Father John Tauler, O.P. 
Father Tauler (♰ 1361) was a German Dominican priest, a popular preacher, and a mystical 
theologian.
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CHURCH CLEANERS 

GROUP 1 
Saturday, August 15, 2020 

* Cathy Devaney 
Glenn Abcede  ~  Marissa Abcede 
Caroline, Ed, & Kawika Hasegawa 

Mary Tom 

GROUP 2 
Saturday, August 22 

* Donna Louis 
Gwen Kurahara  ~  Cheri Breslin 

Debbie & Paul Fujiyama  ~  Juanita Ruis 

LECTORS 
Saturday, August 15, 2020  ~  Randy Tom, Sue Ann Yasuoka 

Saturday, August 22, 2020 ~ Scott Bell, Beverly Perry 
Sunday, August 16, 2020 

7:30 A.M.  ~  Sr. Marykutty, Chester Hughes 
10:00 A.M.  ~  Frank Jordan, Wesley Fong 

Sunday, August 23, 2020 
7:30 A.M. ~ Patti Silva, Sister Marykutty 
10:00 A.M. ~ Mary Tom, Monica Hahn 

 RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

S t. Gianna Beretta Molla is a powerful patron for pregnant and 
parenting mothers during this pandemic. St. Gianna herself lived 

through a pandemic, the Spanish Influenza, which took the lives of 
three of her siblings. And as a physician, wife, and mother, she knew 
intimately what it was like to struggle with a challenging medical 
diagnosis during pregnancy.  Please pray to Saint Gianna, to support 
mothers in need and to bring an end to COVID-19!     
                                  ~ usccb.org 

M  E  D  I  T  A  T  I  O  N    O  F    T  H  E    D  A  Y

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
   

 THIS WEEK:  $3,607.87 
 LAST WEEK:  $1,755.00 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS BENEFITS SEMINAR 
The Hawaii State Council-District Meeting is inviting you to a scheduled 
Zoom meeting: 
 TOPIC: District Meeting/Fraternal Benefits Seminar 
 TIME: This is a recurring meeting. Meet anytime. 
 FACILITATOR: Patrick Guzman 
 Join Zoom meeting at: 
h t t p s : / / u s 0 2 w e b . z o o m . u s / j / 8 7 4 6 2 6 1 2 6 8 7 ?
pwd=ZndKZTNrZzV3S1Q2dVdaNUpCbU1PZz09 
 This seminar is open to everyone; St. Stephen parishioners, 
friends, relatives, and anyone interested in learning about the benefits 
offered by the Knights of Columbus. Please share the link! Mahalo!

HOW TO EASILY ACCESS 
THE LIVE STREAMING OF MASSES 

U sing the following link: ssccpali.net  insert it into your favorite 
Internet search engine. Once at the main page of the Church’s 

website (see image to the right) click on the red-colored link at the bottom 
of the column on the right. This action will take you directly to the 
streaming page! NOTE: It is not necessary to have a Facebook account to 
access and watch the live streaming.

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87462612687?pwd=ZndKZTNrZzV3S1Q2dVdaNUpCbU1PZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87462612687?pwd=ZndKZTNrZzV3S1Q2dVdaNUpCbU1PZz09
http://ssccpali.net
mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87462612687?pwd=ZndKZTNrZzV3S1Q2dVdaNUpCbU1PZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87462612687?pwd=ZndKZTNrZzV3S1Q2dVdaNUpCbU1PZz09
http://usccb.org
http://ssccpali.net
http://usccb.org
mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com


   

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Benito & 
Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph &  Priscilla Chang, 
Doreen &  Francis Chia, Betty &  Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Steve Fujii, 
Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, 
Salvador Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, 
Clement Yee, Don Yee, Trudy Tokuda

Sunday, August 16 
7:30 A.M. Mass 

Jack Wong 
Al Tagab 

♰ Alan Leong 
♰ Catherine Magsanide 

Healing Prayers For: 
Bernard Ho 
Wayne Silva 

10:00 A.M. Mass 
Vera Ashitomi 

 Karen Lee 
 Salvador Solidum 

 Sam Chun 
 Steve Aki 

Helena Kim 
Al Tagab 

 Healing Prayers For: 
Nancy Contrades 
Stephanie Baron 

Wedding Anniversary Prayers For: 
Efren & Fe Baria (8/1/20) 
♰ Cecilia Plamenco (8/5/20) 

♰ Pat Perry 

Monday, August 17 
8:00 A.M. Communion Service 

For the Deceased of the Parish 

Tuesday, August 18 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Nohea George 

Jennifer Tamayo 

     Wednesday, August 19 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: Mary Souza 

 Thursday, August 20 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Wayne Silva 

  Friday, August 21 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Steve Aki 

Saturday,August 22 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

  Don Yee 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
 Doreen & Francis Chia 
 Nancy & Raymond Tom 

  Betty Lowe 
Beatrice Tom 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Scott Bell 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Nancy Asato, Bernard Ho, Margaret Robello, Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, 
Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

                        

        
     Our Mother’s Beautiful Face 

   Most blessed are you among 
women…Luke 1:42 

M y first thought on this feast is that of my mother. In her sixties, 
she walked down to the rectory, knocked on the door and said 

to the priest that she wanted to become Catholic. Several months 
later, on the feast of the Assumption, she entered the Church. 
 Like many converts, she became an exemplary Catholic, which 
included serving as an extraordinary minister of the Eucharist, a task 
she loved. Each year, she celebrated this feast with a special gratitude 
and joy. Not long ago, she passed on. And I am confident that the 
Blessed Mother welcomed her into the kingdom. 
 There are many beautiful gifts in our Catholic faith. We especially 
love Jesus in the Eucharist, and we love to look upon the beautiful 
face of our Mother. These give me great joy, and they did so for my 
mother as well. How about for you?               ~ Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti 

“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Saturday, August 15, 2020 
www.living faith.com 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin

“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions 

Sunday, August 16, 2020  
www.living faith.com 
St. Stephen of Hungary

             More Than Table Scraps 
She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that 
fall from the table of their masters.” Matthew 15:27 
All she wanted were the leftovers. This poor woman appeals to Jesus’ 
mercy to heal her daughter. She humbles herself and asks Jesus to do 
whatever he can to help. Her faith moves Jesus to act. We are given a 
lesson in mercy and humility. Jesus recognized this woman’s deep 
faith; he cured her daughter. Unlike the apostles who tried to shoo 
this woman away, we must not ignore people who cry out for our 
help. We need to show the compassion of Jesus. We need to model 
the faith of this woman and reach out to those in need, not push 
them away. We need to give them more than just the scraps from our 
table. 

~ Paul Pennick 

 A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR 

I n today’s Gospel we see a determined woman, who Jesus 
at first seems detached. And we, too, as others, are 
somewhat astounded by his lack of attention toward her. 

But, we, as it is with the author of the article from the 
Franciscan media, also know within our hearts that Our Lord “knows all 
along he is going to heal this woman’s little girl.” Through her persistence 
Jesus knows of “her strong determination and magnificent act of faith.” 

 Is our faith and determination as strong as this woman’s who even with 
Jesus’ disciples against her continued to press the Lord to cure her 
daughter? Do we in our daily prayers continue to ask our Lord and Savior to  3

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR (Continued) 
grant our petitions when we ask: “Lord hear our prayer.” Will his answer 
come as a “whisper in the wind” and we don’t hear his words because we 
aren’t listening…we have become detached by our daily struggles? Are we 
really and truly listening! 
 Continue to pray for the Lord’s guidance and blessings for our families, 
neighbors, parishioners and those who need his healing Love, as we all do. 

 May the Peace of Our Lord be with you always! ~ Fr. Mario

http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com
http://www.livingfaith.com


DAILY  READINGS 
   

Monday, August 17 
  Ezekiel 24:15-23 

Tuesday, August 18 
Ezekiel 28:1-10 

     Wednesday, August 19 
Ezekiel 34:1-11 

St. John Eudes, Priest 

   Thursday, August 20 
     Ezekiel 36:23-28 

St. Bernard, Abbot 

Friday, August 21 
Ezekiel 37:1-14 
St. Pius X, Pope 

  Saturday, August 22 
   Ezekiel 43:1-7AB 
The Queenship of 

The Blessed Virgin Mary 

catholicreadings.org 

21st Sunday In 
Ordinary Time 
August 23, 2020 

St. Rose of Lima 

BREAKING BREAD™ 
FIRST READING 
Isaiah 22:29-23 (121A) 

Page 202 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 138:1-2, 2-3, 6, 8 

Page 202 

SECOND READING 
Romans 11:33-36 

Page 203 
                          

GOSPEL 
Matthew 16:13-20 

Page 203 

The Gospel (continued) 
the scraps that fall from the table of 
their masters.” Then Jesus said to 
her in reply, “O woman, great is 
your faith! Let it be done for you as 
you wish.” And the woman’s 
daughter was healed from that hour. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

20th Sunday In Ordinary Time 
St. Stephen of Hungary 

Readings from Breaking Bread™ 2020 
Pages  200 — 201 

August 16, 2020 
FIRST READING ~ Isaiah 56:1, 6-7 (118A) 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah 

T hus says the Lord:  
Observe what is right, do what is just; for my 

salvation is about to come, my justice, about to be 
revealed. 
 The foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, 
ministering to him, loving the name of the Lord, and 
becoming his servants—all who keep the sabbath free 
from profanation and hold to my covenant, them I will 
bring to my holy mountain and make joyful in my 
house of prayer; their burnt offerings and sacrifices 
will be acceptable on my altar, for my house shall be 
called a house of prayer for all peoples. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM ~ Psalm 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 
O God, let all the nations praise you. 

SECOND READING ~ Romans 11:123-15, 29-32 
A reading from the letter of St. Paul to the Romans 

B rothers and sisters: I am speaking to you 
Gentiles. Inasmuch as I am the apostle to the 

Gentiles, I glory in my ministry in order to make my 
race jealous and thus save some of them. For their 
rejection is the reconciliation of the world, what will 
their accept be but life from the dead? 
 For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable. 
Just as you once disobeyed God but have now 
received mercy because of their disobedience, so they 
have now disobeyed in order that, by virtue of the 
mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. 
For God delivered all to disobedience, that he might 
have mercy upon all. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

GOSPEL ~ Matthew 15:21-28 
The Lord be with you.   And with your spirit. 

A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

A t that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre 
and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite woman of 
that district came and called out, “Have pity on 

me Lord, Son of David! My daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” But Jesus did not say a word in answer to her. 
Jesus’ disciples came and asked him, “Send her away, 
for she keeps calling out for us.” He said in reply, “I 
was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.”  
But the woman came and did Jesus homage, saying, 
“Lord, help me.” He said in reply, “It is not right to 
take the food of the children and throw it to the 
dogs.” She said, “Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat 4

MUSIC FOR 
20th Sunday In Ordinary Time 

August 15 & 16, 2020 

BREAKING BREAD™ 
Entrance:    [#536] O God Beyond All Praising 
     [#545] Sing A New Song  
     [#138] Hosanna To The Son Of David 
       
Offertory: [#653] You Alone 
   [#492] Age To Age 
   [#610]  In God Alone 

Communion:  [#612] The Cry Of The Poor 
   [#331] Song Of The Body Of Christ 
   [#592] Your Words Are Spirit & Life 
   
     

Recessional: [#570] Let Heaven Rejoice 
   [#553] He Is The Lord   
   [#583] They’ll Know We Are Christians 

 The Virgin Mary sees in the Infant that she has 
given to the world, a child in appearance like all other 
children, the very Son of God. Mary's soul was filled with 
an immense faith which welled up in her and surpassed 
the faith of all the just men of the Old Testament; this is 
why she recognized her God in her own Son. 
 This faith manifests itself externally by an act of 
adoration. From her very first glance at Jesus, the Virgin 
prostrated herself interiorly in a spirit of adoration so 
profound that we can never fathom its depth. In the 
heart of Mary are joined in perfect harmony a creature’s 
adoration of her God and a Mother’s love for  her only 
son. 
 How inconceivably great the joy in the soul of Jesus 
must have been as He experienced this boundless love 
of His Mother! Between these two souls took place 
ceaseless exchanges of love which brought them into 
ever closer unity. O wonderful exchange: to Mary Jesus 
gives the greatest gifts and graces, and to Jesus Mary 
gives her fullest cooperation: after the union of the 
Divine Persons in the Blessed Trinity and the hypostatic 
union of the divine and human natures in the 
Incarnation, no more glorious or more profound union 
can be conceived than the union between Jesus and 
Mary.          ~ ewtn.com 

THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES 
The Nativity 

Mary gives birth to Jesus in the 
stable at Bethlehem. 

(Luke 2:1-20)

“Love consists of a commitment which 
limits one’s freedom — it is a giving of the 
self, and to give oneself means just that: to 
limit one’s freedom on behalf of another.  

~  Pope John Paul II

PLEASE NOTE: The Holy 
Rosary will be said 35 
minutes before Mass.

http://ewtn.com
http://catholicreadings.org
http://catholicreadings.org
http://ewtn.com

