
 

          
          
          
          
          

 

 
 
   

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
we the family of St. Stephen Catholic 
Church nurture and sustain our faith 

through Love, Service and Unity.”  

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary is said 35 minutes 

before Mass

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Rev. Deacon Ronald Choo 

Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 
Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
(Main Church) 

MONDAY 
Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM 

Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 

   

DEACON  &  FIRST  MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM   ~   All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

DIVINE    MERCY   SUNDAY 
APRIL 11, 2021
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THE MERCY IMAGE 
The earliest element of the 
Devotion to the Divine 
Mercy revealed to St . 
Faustina was the Image. On 
February 22, 1931, Jesus 
appeared to her with rays 
radiating from His heart and 
sa id, “Paint an image 
according to the pattern you 
see, with the signature: 
‘Jesus I Trust In You.’“ I 
desire that this image be 
venerated, first in your 
chapel, and throughout the 
world. (Diary 47) I promise 
that the soul that will 
venerate this image will not 
perish. I also promise 
victory over its enemies 
already here on earth, 
especially at the hour of 
death. I myself will defend it 
as My own glory. (Diary 48) I 
am offering people a vessel 

with which they are to keep 
coming for graces to the 
fountain of mercy. That 
vessel is this image with the 
signature “Jesus, I trust in 
You.” (Diary 327) The two 
rays denote Blood and 
Water, the pale ray stands for 
the Water which makes souls 
righteous. The red ray 
stands for the Blood which 
is the life of souls. These 
two rays issued forth from 
the very depths of My 
tender mercy when My 
agonized heart was opened 
by a lance on the cross. 
These rays shield souls from 
the wrath of My Father. 
Happy is the one who dwells 
in their shelter, for the just 
hand of God shall not lay 
hold of him. (Diary 299) Not 
in  the  beauty  of  the  color,  

(Continued on Page 3)
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  

BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US! 
BEATIFIED: OCTOBER 31, 2020 ~ FEAST DAY: AUGUST 13 

PLEASE NOTE: The St. Stephen First Martyr Knights of Columbus 
will not hold their monthly meeting for April 2021. 

APRIL 11, 2021, IS KNIGHTS’ CORPORATE SUNDAY MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, talent 

and treasure to our Parish Community.

CCD Bible Study Class

2 0 2 1   S C H E D U L E S 
      

CHURCH CLEANERS 

GROUP 5 
Saturday, April 10, 2021 

* Ginny Jordan 
Barbara & Edwin Guieb ~ Ann Yee  
Jean Grandinetti ~ Perlita Baron 

GROUP 6 
Friday, April 16, 2021 

* Sui Kozuma 
Patti Silva ~ Rose Paraz 

Meriam Ladrillono ~ Sue Ann Yasuoka 

LECTORS 

Saturday, April 10  ~ Scott Bell, Randy Tom 
Saturday, April 17 ~ Randy Tom, Sister Marykutty 

    Sunday, April 11 , 2021 
7:30 A.M. ~ Nathan Jochim, Patti Silva 

10:00 A.M. ~ Knights of Columbus 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 
7:30 A.M. ~ Koby Yamamoto, Chester Hughes 

10:00 A.M. ~ Arlette Aki, Mary Tom

WEEKLY OFFERINGS: 
   

  MAIL-INS:   $  1,496.00 
  ONLINE:   $  1,369.00 
  WEEKEND:  $  7,167.47 
   TOTAL: $10,032.47 
  LAST WEEK: $  2,519.00 
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“All grace flows from mercy, and the last hour abounds with 
mercy for us. Let no one doubt concerning the goodness of 
God; even if a persons’s sins were as dark as night, God’s mercy 
is stronger than our misery. One thing alone is necessary; that 
the sinner set ajar the door of his heart, be it ever so little, to let 
in a ray of God’s merciful grace, and then God will do the rest.” 
(Diary, 1507)          ewtn.com 

M E D I T A T I O N   O F   T H E   D A Y

Unfathomable Mercy 

O  Jesus, eternal Truth, our Life, I call upon you and I beg your mercy 
for poor sinners. O sweetest heart of my Lord, full of pity and 

unfathomable mercy, I plead with you for poor sinners. O Most Sacred 
Heart, fount of mercy from which gush forth rays of inconceivable graces 
upon the entire human race, I beg of you light for poor sinners. O Jesus, 
be mindful of your own bitter Passion and do not permit the loss of souls 
redeemed at so dear a price of your most precious blood. O Jesus, when I 
consider the great price of your blood, I rejoice at its immensity,L for one 
drop alone would have been enough for the salvation of all sinners. 
Although sin is an abyss of wickedness and ingratitude, the price paid for 
us can never be equated. Therefore, let every soul trust in the Passion of 
the Lord, and place its hope in his mercy. God will not deny his mercy to 
anyone. Heaven and earth may change, but God’s mercy will never be 
exhausted. Oh, what immense joy turns in my heart when I contemplate 
your incomprehensible goodness O Jesus! I desire to bring all sinners to 
your feet that they may glorify your mercy throughout endless ages. 
 Oh my Jesus, despite the deep night that is all around me and the dark 
clouds which hide the horizon, I know that the sun never goes out. O 
Lord, though I cannot comprehend you and do not understand your 
ways, I nonetheless trust in your mercy. If it is your will, Lord, that I live 
always in such darkness, may you be blessed. I ask you only one thing, 
Jesus: do not allow me to offend you in any way. O my Jesus, you alone 
know the longings and the sufferings of my heart. I am glad I can suffer 
for you, however little. When I feel that the suffering is more than I can 
bear, I take refuge in the Lord in the Blessed Sacrament, and I speak to 
him with profound silence. 

~ Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska 
Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska (1938) was a Polish Sister of Our Lady of Mercy whose mystical 

visions of Jesus inspired the Divine Mercy devotion. She was canonized in 2000. 

Why Is St. Faustina Important? 
St. Faustina had unwavering faith in Jesus and was obedient to Him. 
Through her Diary, the world has come to better understand the Divine 
Mercy of Our Lord Jesus Christ.

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com
http://ewtn.com


   THE MERCY IMAGE (CONTINUED) 
faith, but by works of charity also. It takes faith to 
see and believe in what the image signifies, Divine 
Mercy poured out from Christ upon the Cross, 
but it takes mercy, love going beyond the strict 
requirements of justice, in order to draw down 
mercy on oneself. “Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us” (Mt 6:12) and 
“the measure with which you measure will be 
measured  out to you” (Mt 7:2) The image of the 
pierced side of Christ pouring out blood and 
water reminds us that the Cross, love in action, is 
the price of mercy. “As I have loved you so also 
should you love one another.” ( Jn 13:34) 

Diary, Saint Maria Faustina Kowalska, Divine Mercy 
in My Soul © 1987 Congregation of Marians of the 
Immaculate Conception, Stockbridge, MA 01263.  
        ~ ewtn.com 

WHAT ARE THE PROMISES 
OF DIVINE MERCY 

Here are a few of the promises regarding 
Jesus’ Divine Mercy: 
 “I promise that the soul that will venerate 

this image (of Divine Mercy) will not perish. I also 
promise victory over (its) enemies already here 
on earth, especially at the hour of death. I Myself 
will defend it as My own glory.” (Diary, 48) 
 “The souls that say this chaplet will be 
embraced by My mercy during their lifetime and 
especially at the hour of their death.” (Diary, 754) 
 “When this chaplet is said by the bedside of a 
dying person, God’s anger is placated, 
unfathomable mercy envelops the soul, and the 
very depths of My tender mercy are moved for 
the sake of the sorrowful Passion of My Son.” 
(Diary, 811) 
 “Souls who spread the honor of My mercy… 
at the hour of death I will not be a Judge for 
them, but the Merciful Savior.” (Diary, 1075) 
 “To priests who proclaim and extol My mercy, 
I will give wondrous power; I will anoint their 
words and touch the hearts of those to whom 
they will speak.” (Diary, 1521)      ~ ewtn.com 

The Grace of Complete 
Forgiveness of Sins and 

Punishment 

Christ’s first act in appearing to the 
Apostles on Easter night was to empower 
them to forgive sin in the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation ( John 20:19-23). Unsurprising, the 
Grace of complete reconciliation, even of the 
temporal punishment due to our forgiven sins, 
begins with a good confession. 
 I desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge 
and  shelter for all souls,  and especially for  poor

          

The Preciousness of Today 

When I began to write this reflection, 
I paused to think about this God-

given gift of today. I treasure this day, right 
now, as a unique blessing for me to 
appreciate, use well and be glad. What is 
more precious than a single day of earthly 
life? I picked up my smartphone and asked 
how many days have I lived since my birth? 
Google replied 31,047. Wow! Really? Yes. 
Every one of those days were given to me 
by the Lord to use in whatever way I would 
choose. In gratitude for this day I resolve to 
be more attentive and grateful for each 
future day to love and praise God and give 
loving kindness to others. Psalm 118, verse 
24 will continue to be an integral part of my 
morning prayers. May we all welcome the 
gift of each new day to be glad and rejoice 
in it.             ~ Fr. James McKarns 

www.living faith.com 

THE MERCY IMAGE (CONTINUED) 
nor of the brush, lies the greatness of this 
image, but in My grace. (Diary 313) By means of 
this image I shall grant many graces to souls.. It 
is to be a reminder of the demands of My mercy, 
because even the strongest faith is of no avail 
without works. (Diary 742) In these texts the 
Church’s doctrine on images, justification and 
grace are explained. First, by itself an image is 
merely a painting, no matter how beautiful and 
expressive. Yet, it can point us the mysteries of 
the faith and dispose us to grasp and receive 
what it represents, in this case the Divine Mercy. 
It is thus a vessel, not the source, a reminder, 
not the reality. The reality is the merciful 
fountain of grace flowing from the pierced 
Heart of Christ on the Cross, and flowing out 
visibly to represent the visible, that is the 
sacramental, signs of grace, Baptism and 
Eucharist, standing for all the sacraments of the 
Church. Thus, St. John in his first letter insists 
on the presence of the invisible with the visible, 
the Spirit with water and the Blood. The image 
also  reminds  us  that salvation is  not  just  by

The Grace of Complete Forgiveness 
of Sins and Punishment (Continued) 

sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender 
mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of 
graces upon those souls who approach the fount 
of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confession 
and receive Holy Communion shall obtain 
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. On 
that day all the divine floodgates through which 
grace flow are opened. Let no soul fear to draw 
near to Me, even though its sins be as scarlet. 
(Diary, 699) 
 This request of Our Lord recognizes a fact of 
justice the Church herself recognizes, which is, 
while the Sacrament of Penance is sufficient to 
remit the eternal penalty for serious sin 
(separation from God), the penitent’s degree of 
sorrow, the thoroughness of his conversion, and 
the obligations of reparation he must satisfy, are 
often imperfectly satisfied. This “temporal guilt” 
must be resolved, whether in this life, or in 
purgatory. 
 Through St. Faustina, therefore, the Lord calls 
us to renew our trust in Him so that we are 
disposed to receive even such a great grace. Only 
OUR will is missing from the equation. God, 
however, WILLS IT! Trust in Him. 
 I want to grant complete pardon to the souls 
that will go to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion on the Feast of My mercy. (Diary 
1109) 
 The graces of My mercy are drawn by means 
of one vessel only, and that is trust. The more a 
soul trusts, the more it will receive. (1578). 

RESPECT LIFE

Juanita Ruis, Respect Life 
Coordinator 


Rachel’s Vineyard 


Please pray for the participants in the 
Rachel’s Vineyard retreat this April 
16-18. They have experienced 
emotional and spiritual pain and 
suffering after abortion. This weekend 
retreat offers a private environment of 
safety and trust for both men and 
women to begin their healing 
process. Please also pray for the 
staff, counselors, and volunteers who 
help them on their way to a renewed 
and more intimate relationship with 
God. Thank you.


“Be apostles of Divine Mercy under the maternal 
and loving guidance of Mary.”  

Pope St. John Paul II to the Marians, 
June 22, 1993

“LIVING FAITH” 
Daily Catholic Devotions

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
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Wednesday, April 14, 2021 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

♰ Steve Aki 
♰ Deacon Thomas Contrades 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Thursday, April 15, 2021 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Friday, April 16, 2021 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

♰ Frederick Ruis 
♰ Regina Ruis 

♰ Clarence “Boogie” Kahilihiwa 

Healing Prayers For: 
Wayne Silva.           Isaiah Ares Kim 

  Saturday, April 17, 2021 
8:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Don Yee 

♰ Kenneth & Celine Asato 

4:00 P.M. Mass 
 ♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 
 ♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

  ♰ Betty Lowe ♰ Beatrice Tom  
♰ Kenneth & Celine Asato 

♰ Beatrice Leong 

Healing Prayers For: 
Paula Carrington           Wayne Silva 
Isaiah Ares Kim                   Sue Kobe  

   

Birthday Blessings For: 
Nicholas Abcede

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF DIVINE 
MERCY SUNDAY? 

During the course of Jesus’ revelations to Saint 
Faustina on the Divine Mercy He asked on 
numerous occasions that a feast day be 

dedicated to the Divine Mercy and that this feast be 
celebrated on the Sunday after Easter. The liturgical 
texts of that day, the 2nd Sunday of Easter, concern the 
institution of the Sacrament of Penance, the Tribunal of 
the Divine Mercy, and are thus already suited to the 
request of Our Lord. This Feast, which had already 
been granted to the nation of Poland and been 
celebrated within Vatican City, was granted to the 
Universal Church by Pope John Paul II on the occasion 
of the canonization of Sr. Faustina on 30 April 2000. In 
a decree dated 23 May 2000, the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
stated that “throughout the world the Second Sunday 
of Easter will receive the name Divine Mercy Sunday, a 
perennial invitation to the Christian world to face, with 
confidence in divine benevolence, the difficulties and 
trials that mankind will experience in the years to 
come.” 

Concerning the Feast of Mercy, Jesus said: 
Whoever approaches the Fountain of Life on 
this day will be granted complete forgiveness of 

sins and punishment. (Diary, 300) 
 I want the image solemnly blessed on the first 
Sunday after Easter, and I want it to be venerated 
publicly so that every soul may know about it. (Diary, 
341) 
 This Feast emerged from the very depths of My 
mercy, and it is confirmed in the vast depths of my 
tender mercies. (Diary 420) 
 “Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is the Feast of 
Mercy, but there must also be deeds of mercy, which 
are to arise out of love for Me. You are to show mercy 
to our neighbors always and everywhere. You must 
not shrink from this or try to absolve yourself from it.” 
(Diary, 742)           ewtn.com 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
   7:30 A.M. Mass 

♰ Tony & Sarah Louis    ♰ Francis Nagasawa 
♰ Josefina Naui Bautista     ♰ Loreto Nolasco 

 ♰ Kenneth & Celine Asato        ♰ Clement Yee              

Birthday Blessings For: 
April Angela Nolasco 

Healing Prayers For: 
Bernard Ho                

Robert Gerard Contrades 
Sophia Lacuesta          Isabella Torres 
William Cuenca         Isaiah Ares Kim  

10:00 A.M. Mass 
♰ Steve Aki           ♰ Al Tagab 

♰ Vera Ashitomi          ♰ Karen Lee 
♰ Salvador Solidum      ♰ Helena Kim 

♰ Kenneth & Celine Asato              
♰ Clement Yee.         ♰ Shirley Gaukler 

Healing Prayers For: 
Nancy Contrades          Mary Souza 

Jeffery Moniz             Jona Ayres 
Tony Ganiron 

Birthday Blessings For: 
           

Madeline Wong 

 Monday, April 12, 2021 
8:00 A.M.  

Communion Service 
Healing Prayers For: 

Isaiah Ares Kim 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Georgianna Woo 

Tuesday, April 13, 2021 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Robert 
Gerard Contrades, William Cuenca, Bernard Ho, Isaiah Ares Kim, Sophia Lacuesta, 
Margaret Robello, Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Isabella Torres, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Kenneth &  Celine Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. 
Babauta, Benito &  Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph &  Priscilla Chang, 
Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron 
Kano, Betty Lowe, Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice Tom, 
Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, Don Yee

WHICH POPE IS KNOWN AS 
POPE OF MERCY? 

Pope St. John Paul II is the great Mercy 
Pope. In 1981, he said, “Right from the 
beginning of my ministry in St. Peter’s 
See in Rome, I consider this message [of 
Divine Mercy] my special task. 
Providence has assigned it to me in the 

present situation of man, the Church and the world. It 
could be said that precisely this situation assigned that 
message to me as my task before God.” 

PLEASE NOTE: This is the final bulletin that will 
be mailed. If you are unable to attend Mass, please 
let Father know so arrangements may be made to 
have one mailed to you.   MAHALO!

http://ewtn.com

