
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
 
          
          
          
          
          

 

 

 
 
   

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
we the family of St. Stephen Catholic 
Church nurture and sustain our faith 

through Love, Service and Unity.”  

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, is said 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 

MONDAY 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 

   

DEACON  &  FIRST  MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM   ~   All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

C 
A 
T 
H 
O 
L 
I 
C 

C 
H 
U 
R 
C 
H

S 
A 
I 
N 
T 

S 
T 
E 
P 
H 
E 
N

2nd Sunday In Ordinary Time  ~  January  16,  2022

  FIRST  MIRACLE  ~  WEDDING   AT  CANA

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM   ~   All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

John 2:1-11 

T h e r e w a s a 
wedding at Cana 

in Galilee, and the 
mother of Jesus was 
there. Jesus and his 
disciples were also 
invited to the wedding.  

When the wine 
ran short, the 

mother of Jesus said to 
him, “They have no 
wine.” And Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, how does 
your concern affect me? 
My hour has not yet 
come.” His mother said 
to the servants, “Do 
whatever he tells you.” 
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  

BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US! 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS ~ JANUARY 8-9, 2022 
    
    MAIL-INS:  $    650.00 
    WEEKEND:  $ 1,284.00  
    ONLINE:   $    966.00 
    TOTAL:  $ 2,900.00 
    LAST WEEK: $70,552.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

2022 SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Church In Latin America & Black & Indian Missions 
January 22/23 

Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus is asking for your help by 
donating food items to the Aloysius Food Bank. Items may be left in 
the room next to the kitchen. Your assistance toward this project will 
always be appreciated. Mahalo! 

January 2022, Vol. 23, No. 11 ~ Sunday, January 16, 2022 

The Miracle and Message of Cana 

Today we shall ponder Jesus’ first miracle, which John calls signs 
because Jesus doesn’t perform them in order to excite wonder but to 

reveal the love of the Father. Initiating his public ministry at the wedding at 
Cana, Jesus reveals himself as the spouse of the People of God, and reveals 
to us the depth of the relationship that unites us to him: it is the new 
covenant of love. What is at the foundation of our faith? An act of mercy by 
which Jesus binds us to him. And the Christian life is the response to this 
love, it is like the history of two people in love. God and man meet, seek, 
find, celebrate and love one another: just like the lovers in the Song of 
Songs. Everything else comes as a result of this relationship. The Church is 
the family of Jesus into which he pours his love; it is this love that the 
Church safeguards and desires to give to all. 
 In the context of the covenant we are also to understand our Lady’s 
observation: they have no wine. How can one celebrate a wedding feast 
and make merry without what the prophets indicated as a typical element 
of the messianic banquet? Water is necessary for life, but wine expresses 
the abundance of a banquet and the joy of a feast. This wedding feast was 
short of wine; the newlyweds are ashamed of this. Just imagine ending a 
wedding feast drinking tea. Wine is necessary for a feast. By transforming 
into wine the water of the jars used for the Jewish rites of purification, 
Jesus performs an eloquent sign: he transforms the Law of Moses into the 
Gospel, bearer of joy. 
 The words Mary addresses to the servants come to crown the wedding 
of Cana: Do whatever he tells you. These are her last words recounted by 
the Gospels; they are the legacy she hands down to us. Today too our Lady 
says to us all: “Whatever Jesus tells you, do it.” At this wedding the new 
covenant is truly articulated, and to the servants of the Lord, that is to all 
the Church, is entrusted a new mission: Do whatever he tells you? To serve 
the Lord means to listen and to put into practice his Word. For each one of 
use to draw from the jar is equivalent to entrusting oneself to the Word of 
God in order to experience its effectiveness in life. Thus, together with the 
steward who tasted the water-become-wine, we too can exclaim: you have 
kept the good wine until now. Yes, the Lord continues to reserve the best 
wine for our salvation, just s it continues to flow from the pierced side of 
the Lord.

  

The Miracle and Message of Cana (Continued) 

The wedding feast at Cana is more than a simple account 
of Jesus’ first miracle. Like a treasure chest, he guards the 

secret of his Person and the purpose of his coming: the awaited 
Groom starts off the wedding that is fulfilled in the Paschal 
Mystery. At this wedding Jesus binds his disciples to himself in 
a new and final covenant. At Cana Jesus’ disciples become his 
family and at Cana the faith of the Church is born. We are all 
invited  to the wedding feast because the new wine will never 
run short.                 

~ Pope Francis 
His Holiness Pope Francis was elected to the See of Saint Peter in 2013.

COMING SOON!

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 
(REFLECTIONS BY REV. FR. MARIO RAQUEPO)

THE HOLY ROSARY 

R osary means a crown of roses, a 
spiritual bouquet given to the Blessed 

Mother. It is sometimes called the 
Dominican Rosary, to distinguish it from 
other rosary-like prayers (e.g.; the 
Franciscan Rosary of the Seven Joys or 
Franciscan Crown, the Servite Rosary of the 
Seven Sorrows). It is also, in a general sense 

a form of chaplet or corona (crown), of which there are many 
varieties in the Church. Finally, in English it has been called 
"Our Lady's Psalter" or "the beads." This last derives from an 
Old English word for prayers (bede) and to request (biddan or 
bid). 
 The rosary has been called the preparation for 
contemplation and the prayer of saints. While the hands and 
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  THE HOLY ROSARY (Continued) 

lips are occupied with the prayers (it can and 
should be prayed silently when necessary so as 
not to disturb others), the mind meditates on 
the mysteries of the Incarnation and 
Redemption represented by the decades. 
Meditation is the form of prayer by which the 
one who prays uses the mind and imagination to 
consider a truth and uses the will to love it and 
form resolutions to live it. In this way the heart, 
mind, and soul of the Christian is formed 
according to the Gospel examples of the Savior 
and His First Disciple, His Mother. In God's own 
time, when this purification of the heart, mind, 
and soul has advanced sufficiently the Lord may 
give the grace of contemplative prayer, that 
special divine insight into the truth which 
human effort cannot achieve  on its own. 
 Why pray the Rosary today? Certainly, to 
grow in holiness and in one's prayer life. The 
following are a few others reasons why the 
rosary should be prayed often, even daily: 
 "Among all the devotions approved by the 
Church none has been so favored by so many 
miracles as the devotion of the Most Holy 
Rosary" (Pope Pius IX). 
 "Say the Rosary every day to obtain peace for 
the world" (Our Lady of Fátima). 
 "There is no surer means of calling down 
God's blessings upon the family . . . than the 
daily recitation of the Rosary" (Pope Pius XII). 
 "We do not hesitate to affirm again publicly 
that we put great confidence in the Holy Rosary 
for the healing of evils of our times" (Pope Pius 
XII). 
 "No one can live continually in sin and 
continue to say the Rosary: either they will give 
up sin or they will give up the Rosary" (Bishop 
Hugh Doyle). 
 The Rosary is a magnificent and universal 
prayer for the needs of the Church, the nations 
and the entire world" (Pope John XXIII). 
 "Meditation on the mysteries of the Rosary . . 
. can be an excellent preparation for the 
celebration of those same mysteries in the 
liturgical actions [i.e. the Mass] and can also 
become a continuing echo thereof" (Pope Paul 
VI). 
 "My impression is that the Rosary is of the 
greatest value not only according to the words of 
Our Lady at Fátima, but according to the effects 
of the Rosary one sees throughout history. My 
impression is that Our Lady wanted to give 
ordinary people, who might not know how to 
pray, this simple method of getting closer to 
God" (Sister Lucia, one of the seers of Fátima). 

Rosary at the Memorial 
  

The Holy Rosary will be prayed at the 
Memorial To The Unborn on the first four 

Fridays of the month, at 6:30 PM. 
All are invited to participate. 

Likewise, no one pours new wine into old wine-
skins. Otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, 
and both the wine and the skins are ruined. 
Rather, new wine is poured into fresh wineskins. 
… Mark 2:22 

Jesus’ metaphor encourages me that I 
am now doing something worthwhile in 

my spiritual life. Some things have changed 
significantly (even permanently) for me since 
the pandemic began. Perhaps because of that, 
some of my usual ways of praying began to 
seem a little like obligatory routines. I felt led 
to more contemplative prayer, pauses during 
the day to slow my breathing and open my 
heart. I have spent longer quiet prayer in the 
evening, looking out a window. Opening 
myself to God’s presence, I am touched to find 
this new wineskin is holding the new wine of 
my life with a freshness that strengthens my 
trust. 

 Beloved God, I am so grateful that you 
help us all find ways to know you hold our 
lives in Love. 

~ Francis Livingston

Respect Life 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

9	Days	for	Life,	a	novena	to	
protect	human	life,	from	
Wednesday,	January	19	to	
Thursday,	January	27,	2022.		To	
access	the	daily	prayers	and	
re>lections,	go	to	respectlife.org.	

National	March	for	Life	in	
Washington,	D.	C.	on	Friday,	
January	21,	2022.		This	year’s	
theme	is	“Equality	Begins	in	the	
Womb.”				Hawaii’s	March	for	Life	
program,	called	The	Jericho	
March,	has	been	cancelled	due	to	
the	rise	in	COVID	cases.	

Day	of	Prayer	for	the	Legal	
Protection	of	Unborn	Children	
on	Saturday,	January	22,	2022.		
This	is	a	day	of	prayer	“for	the	
full	restoration	of	the	legal	
guarantee	of	the	right	to	life	and	
of	penance	for	violations	to	the	
dignity	of	the	human	person	
committed	through	acts	of	
abortion.”			(usccb.org)	

Sunday, January 16, 2022 
Loving Mary Too Much

…the mother of Jesus was there…John 2:1 

Sometimes I wonder if I love the 
Blessed Mother too much. But then I am 

consoled by the words of St. Maximilian Kolbe: 
“Never be afraid of loving the Blessed Virgin 
too much. You can never love her  more than 
Jesus did.” 
 Jesus’ first miracle, at the wedding of Cana, 
was as much about providing for a newly 
married couple as it was about pleasing his 
mother. What loving son does not respond 
quickly and happily at the request of his 
mother? 
 During those dark times when I am over- 
whelmed by my weaknesses and sins, I know 
the Blessed Mother continues to love me and is 
my unceasing advocate with her son. My 
confidence is thus renewed, and I rest under 
the loving gaze of such a beautiful face. 

~ Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti

Monday, January 17, 2022 
The New Wine in My Life

“Loneliness and the feeling of being 
unwanted is the most terrible poverty.” 

~ Mother Teresa



Friday, January 21, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Saint Agnes, Virgin & Martyr 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
♰ Steve Aki 

♰ Celine & Kenneth Asato    
♰ Patricia & Monica Contrades 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                                

 Saturday, January 22, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Saint Vincent, Deacon & Martyr 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
♰ Steve Aki                             
♰ Don Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                   

                

4:00 P.M. Mass 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
 ♰ Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 

♰ Betty Lowe                                    
♰ Beatrice Tom 

Healing Prayers For: 
Paula Carrington              

Bernard Ho                     
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Juanita Ruis                 
Ken Ryan                         

Wayne Silva                                       

 Monday, January 17, 2022 

8:00 A.M. Communion Service 
Saint Anthony of Egypt, Abbot 

 Healing Prayers For:    
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Christian L. Chang 

                               
Tuesday, January 18, 2022 

8:00 A.M. Mass 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Toni Farm 

Lori-Ann Travis                                                    

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

              
Wednesday, January 19, 2022 

8:00 A.M. Mass   

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
 ♰ Steve Aki                   ♰ Kenneth Asato 

♰ Maurice, Monica, & Patricia 
Contrades 

♰ Deacon Thomas Contrades 
♰ Bernadeen Yee 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Wayne Silva, Jr. 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                      

Thursday, January 20, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Saint Sebastian, Martyr 
Saint Fabian, Pope & Martyr 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                          

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Robert Gerard Contrades, William Cuenca, Patricia Happek, Bernard 
Ho, Isaiah Ares Kim, Sophia Lacuesta, Annette Manaday, Margaret Robello, Juanita Ruis, Ken Ryan, Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Isabella 
Torres, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 

Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, 
Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Vicky Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 

Don Yee

Sunday, January 16, 2022 
   7:30 A.M. Mass 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
♰ Josefina Bautista          
♰ Catherine Choo 
♰ Rosa Fernandez               

♰ Tony & Sarah Louis        
♰ Francis Nagasawa 

♰ Al Tagab                  
♰ Clement Yee      

Healing Prayers For: 
Robert Gerard Contrades              

Isaiah Ares Kim                      

Birthday Remembrance For: 
♰ Josefina Bautista 
♰ Honorio Bautista 

10:00 A.M. Mass 
For the Repose of the Souls of: 

♰ Steve Aki                   
♰ Celine &  Kenneth Asato                     

♰ Vera Ashitomi                  
♰  Catherine Choo 

♰ Monica & Patricia Contrades           
♰  Rosa Fernandez  

♰ Stephanie & Frederick Foo     
♰ Helena Kim                                        
♰ Karen Lee                             

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

 ♰ Al Tagab                     
♰ Clement Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Nancy & Annette Contrades  

Isaiah Ares Kim                                                                               
                      Mary Souza 


