
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

          
          
          
          
          

 

 

 
 
   

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, 
we the family of St. Stephen Catholic 
Church nurture and sustain our faith 

through Love, Service and Unity.”  

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, is said 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 

MONDAY 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 

   

DEACON  &  FIRST  MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM   ~   All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM
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JANUARY  30,  2022

  FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM   ~   All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

LUKE 4:21-30 

… And he said, “Amen I say to you, no 
prophet is accepted in his own native 
place. Indeed, I tell you, there were many 
widows in Israel in the days of Elijah 
when the sky was closed for three and a 
half years and a severe famine spread 
over the entire land. It was to none of 
these that Elijah was sent, but only to a 
widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon. 
Again, there were many lepers in Israel 
during the time of Elisha the prophet; yet 
not one of them was cleansed, but only 
Naaman the Syrian.” When the people in 
the synagogue heard this, they were all 
filled with fury. They rose up, drove him 
out of the town, and led him to the brow 
of the hill on which their town had been 
built, to hurl him down headlong. But 
Jesus passed through the midst of them 
and went away.                                                                                  
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St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  

BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US! 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS ~ JANUARY 22-23, 2022 
    
    MAIL-INS:  $   110.00 
    WEEKEND:  $1,676.00  
    ONLINE:   $   631.00 
    TOTAL:  $2,417.00 
    LAST WEEK: $4,277. .00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

2022 SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Augustine Educational Foundation 
February 12/13 

Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus is asking for your help by 
donating food items to the Aloysius Food Bank. Items may be left in 
the closet to the left of the stage in the hall. Your assistance toward 
this project will always be appreciated. Mahalo! 

January 2022, Vol. 23, No. 11 ~ Sunday, January 30, 2022 

Seeing to Make Each Soul His “Native Place” 

The Gospel tells us that his very own did not believe in him. 
Every single one of us belongs to Jesus. We are his. With regard 

to each one of us, Jesus felt our personal struggle in his heart: that of 
the love which urged him on toward us and that of our sins, which 
caused him to suffer.  
 How did Jesus begin his apostolate? He began it by leaving Mary 
behind. What a tremendous farewell! He had to tear himself from the 
sum and substance of his love because his hour had come—the hour 
for him to sacrifice himself and save us. He was going to cast 
himself into the sea of persecution and hatred—a road of suffering—
knowing that it would end in his being nailed to the cross, his infinite 
tenderness not having been understood. 
 To show us how we should prepare for our own apostolate, Jesus 
began with a humbling experience that moved heaven itself. He went 
to the Jordan River to be baptized as though he were a sinner: he 
who was innocence without blemish—the Incarnate Word—the God-
Man! He fasted for forty days in the desert and began his apostolate 
life like this, with humility and penance, giving us an example to be 
imitated. 
 Jesus diffuses love because he is Infinite Goodness: if we love 
him, we can’t keep it stored away in the inner recesses of our soul. 
Wonder of wonders! The more we give of Jesus, the more we 
actually possess of him. It is enough to know him and love him in 
order to give him. Divinity is fullness—and all fullness overflows. 
Just as God by giving himself not only makes his creatures happy but 
at the same time glorifies himself, when the soul of the apostle gives 
Jesus to others he makes souls happy and he is giving Jesus souls 
who will glorify him. 
 We draw near to souls through the written word, through advice, 
through serving one another, and through teachings If we have a true 
love for souls, Jesus will put us in contact with them. Then our duty 
is to never refuse any sacrifice, either of body or soul, no matter what 
it might cost us. Are we suffering? Happy the trial that achieves 
grace! We should accept with a smile those circumstances that evoke 
sacrifice. Should we not reproduce the mystery of Christ in his 
apostolate? Goodness is the vengeance of great souls. Let us go 
forward, for faith and love shall overcome all failings and acts one 
ingratitude.          ~ Blessed Concepcion Cabrera de Armida 

Blessed Concepcion (♰1937), also known as “Conchita,” was a wife, mother, 
widow, and mystical writer. She was the first Mexican laywoman to be beatified. 

Preaching to Your Family [mycatholic.life] 
4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 And he said, “Amen, I say to you, no prophet is 
accepted in his own native place.” Luke 4:24 

Sharing the Gospel with your family is not always as 
easy as sharing it with a stranger.  Conversely, 

listening to the Gospel message from a family member is 
not always as easy as hearing it from someone else.  Why 
is that?   
 It may be that familiarity with another, such as the 
familiarity we have with family members, can tempt us to 
lack a certain confidence in their convictions and in their 
Christian witness.  Though this is certainly not true of 
every relationship we have, it can be the case with some.  
Children, at times, will not put as much confidence in the 
words of a parent as they may another.  Siblings may not 
be as open to advice from each other as they are from 
other people.   
 Perhaps one of the reasons for this experience is that 
we are often far more critical of those we know well than 
those we do not know.  It’s easy to allow our long history 
of personal experience to hinder our openness toward 
family members.  This is especially the case with the 
negative experiences we have had over the years.  So 
often, we hold onto negative experiences and hurts from 
year to year and we allow those experiences to become a 
filter for anything that a family member says or does. 
 This statement from Jesus, that “no prophet is accepted 
in his own native place,” should challenge us to make 
sure we do not fall into this tendency.  We should do what 
we can to make sure that we do accept the prophetic 
witness shared with us from our own family members. 
 The best way to do this is to make sure that we 
regularly strive to purge any “baggage” we carry in those 
relationships. Very often, we carry the baggage of hurt, 
anger and resentment without even realizing it. 

  (Continued on page 3) 

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 
(REFLECTIONS BY REV. FR. MARIO RAQUEPO)
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  Preaching to Your Family  
(Continued from page 2) 

We also easily focus in on the weaknesses 
of family members since we easily witness 
their weaknesses as a result of being close 
to them. 
 Reflect, today, upon your family. 
Reflect, especially, upon whether you 
allow yourself to look beyond their weak-
nesses and sins so as to see the goodness of 
God at work in their lives. There is much 
that God wants to say to you through them. 
Make sure you have not closed that door 
and are willing to accept them as a 
messenger of the Gospel. 
 Dearest Lord, I thank You for my family. 
I thank You for the gift that they have been 
in my life. Help me to daily show mercy 
and forgiveness to them as needed. Help 
me to daily be open to Your voice speaking 
through them. Jesus, I trust in You. 

ROSARY AT 
THE MEMORIAL 

  

T he Holy Rosary will be prayed at the 
Memorial To The Unborn on the first 

four Fridays of the month, at 6:30 PM. 

Saint Pope John Paul II 
On Man, Unique  
In The Universe 

T he Spirit of God who, we are told in 
the Book of Genesis, breathed upon 

the waters at the very beginning of creation 
(cf. 1:2), is the same Spirit of life who was 
breathed into man, so that "man became a 
living being" (ibid., 2:7). This is what 
makes us different from every other 
creature. In our bodies we are a mere speck 
in the vast created universe, but by virtue 
of our souls we transcend the whole 
material world. I invite you to reflect on 
what makes each one of you truly 
marvelous and unique. Only a human 
being like you can think and speak and 
share your thoughts in different languages 
with other human beings all over the 
world, and through that language express 
the beauty of art and poetry and music and 
literature and the theater, and so many 
other uniquely human accomplishments. 
 And most important of all, only God's 
precious human beings are capable of 
loving. Love makes us seek what is good; 
love makes us better persons. It is love that 
prompts men and women to marry and 
form a family, to have children. It is love 
that prompts others to embrace the 
religious life or become priests. Love 
makes you reach out to others in need, 
whoever they are, wherever they are. 
Every genuine human love is a reflection 
of the Love that is God himself, to the 
point where the First Letter of Saint John 
says: "The man without love has known 
nothing of God; for God is love" (4:8). 

From his Homily at Central Park, 7 October 1995

And all spoke highly of him and were amazed 
at the gracious words that came from his 
mouth. They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of 
Joseph? …Luke 4:22 

When Jesus spoke in the synagogue, 
the crowd’s reaction was decidedly 

mixed. People were amazed. They were 
appalled. They spoke highly of him yet 
wondered who he thought he was. Then 
they drove him out of town! 
 I wonder if Jesus knew he would never 
please everyone. I was slow to learn this 
myself. When I first started writing novels, 
I labored over every word, trying to create 
a story that would delight every reader. 
Then I joined a book club and was stunned 
at the diversity of opinion. People loved 
books I hated. They hated books I loved! I 
knew then that I would never please every 
reader, so I sought to please myself instead
—to write books I would love to read. We 
will never please everyone in our faith life 
either, so we should seek to please the Lord 
instead. 
 Lord God, make me eager to please 
you!       ~ Karla Manternach 

RESPECT LIFE 

Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

A	special	thanks	to	Helen	Luke	
and	Tina	Welch	for	this	beautiful	
bouquet	to	commemorate	the	
Day	of	Prayer	for	the	Legal	
Protection	of	Unborn	Children	
on	January	22.		The	memorial	
was	also	decorated	for	the	
March	for	Life	with	pinwheels	
arranged	by	Fr.	Mario	and	the	
Respect	Life	Ministry.				Please	
pay	a	visit	on	your	way	home,	
while	jogging	or	walking	for	
exercise,	or	before	or	after	Mass.		
The	memorial,	donated	by	the	St.	
Stephen	Knights	of	Columbus,	is	
accessible	24/7	all	year	round.	

Saturday, January 29, 2022 
Creating a Clean Heart

A clean heart create for me, O God…Psalm 
51:12 

Occasionally when, for the umpteenth 
time, I am washing dishes or cleaning 

off the unattended stacks of paper 
collecting dust on my desk, I think of how I 
continually repeat these efforts. Yet I go on 
doing these tasks because they need taking 
care of and I feel a lot better about the 
changed appearance. That’s also how I view 
creating “a clean heart.” 
 I seemingly get rid of a bad habit and 
then it pops up again, or a new one appears 
on the scene that I’d not noticed before. No 
doubt this will go on for the rest of my life, 
but I do not let it daunt me. I remember 
how great my desk looks when I make the 
effort to take care of the mess and how 
happy I am when the sink is emptied. So I 
go on giving myself to the grace that assists 
me in cleaning of my heart so I can more 
truly reflect the Holy One’s love. 

~ Sr. Joyce Rupp, O.S.M.

Sunday, January 30, 2022 
Please the Lord 



Friday, February 4, 2022 
8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
♰ Steve Aki 

♰ Celine & Kenneth Asato    
♰ Patricia & Monica Contrades 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                               

 Saturday, February 5, 2022 
8:00 AM Mass 

Saint Agatha, Virgin & Martyr 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
♰ Steve Aki                             
♰ Don Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                  Wayne Silva  

                
4:00 PM Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 3:25 PM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
 ♰ Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰ Doreen & Francis Chia 

♰ Betty Lowe                                    
♰ Beatrice Tom 

♰ Gabriel Wong Choon Poh 

Healing Prayers For: 
Paula Carrington                      
Isaiah Ares Kim                 

Ken Ryan                         
Wayne Silva                                       

 Monday, January 31, 2022 
8:00 AM Communion Service 

Saint John Bosco, Priest 
Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 

“THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES” 

 Healing Prayers For:    
Isaiah Ares Kim 

                                        

Tuesday, February 1, 2022 
8:00 AM Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

              

Wednesday, February 2, 2022 
8:00 AM Mass   

Feast of the Presentation 
Of The Lord 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
 ♰ Steve Aki                ♰ Kenneth Asato 

♰ Maurice, Monica, & Patricia 
Contrades 

♰ Deacon Thomas Contrades 
♰ Bernadeen Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                      

Thursday, February 3, 2022 
8:00 AM Mass 

  Saint Blase, Bishop & Martyr 
Saint Ansgar, Bishop 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE LUMINOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Soul of: 
♰ Vincent Matas 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                          

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Robert Gerard Contrades, William Cuenca, Patricia Happek, Bernard 
Ho, Isaiah Ares Kim, Sophia Lacuesta, Annette Manaday, Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Isabella Torres, Richard 
Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 

Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, 
Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Vicky Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 

Don Yee

Sunday, January 30, 2022 
   7:30 AM Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 6:55 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
♰ Josefina Bautista          
♰  Catherine Choo                     

♰ Tony & Sarah Louis  
♰ Francis Nagasawa 

♰ Al Tagab                  
♰ Clement Yee      

Healing Prayers For: 
Robert Gerard Contrades              

Isaiah Ares Kim                       

10:00 AM Mass 
Holy Rosary Prayed at 9:25 AM 

“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 
For the Repose of the Souls of: 

♰ Steve Aki                   
♰ Celine &  Kenneth Asato                     

♰ Vera Ashitomi                  
♰  Catherine Choo 

♰ Monica Contrades           
♰  Rosa Fernandez  

♰ Stephanie & Frederick Foo 
♰ Patricia Contrades Happek       

♰ Helena Kim                                        
♰ Karen Lee                             

♰ Salvador Solidum 
♰ Nancy & Raymond Tom 

 ♰ Al Tagab                     
♰ Clement Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Nancy & Annette Contrades                                                                                

Isaiah Ares Kim                          
 Mary Souza 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Nadine Cho                           


