
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

          
          
          
          
          

 

 

 
 

 

   

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, is said 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 

MONDAY 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 

   

DEACON  &  FIRST  MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM   ~   All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM
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FEBRUARY  6,  2022

 FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM 

All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

Luke 5:1-11 
… After he had finished speaking, he said 

to Simon, “Put out into deep water and 
lower your nets for a catch.” …

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/


                  
     

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US! 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS ~ JANUARY 29-30, 2022 
    
    MAIL-INS:  $925.00 
    WEEKEND:  $2,941.00  
    ONLINE:   $766.00 
    TOTAL:  $4,632.00 
    LAST WEEK: $2,417.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

2022 SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Augustine Educational Foundation 
February 12/13 

Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus is asking for your help by 
donating food items to the Aloysius Food Bank. Items may be 

left in the closet to the left of the stage in the hall. Your 
assistance toward this project will always be appreciated. 

Mahalo!

NOTE: Next week Sunday, February 13, is Corporate Sunday 
for the Knights. Please wear your green shirts for the 10:00 
AM Mass, as well as to participate with the praying of the 
Holy Rosary. Praying of the Holy Rosary begins at 9:25 AM. 
Your participation will be appreciated.  
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“Put out into deep water” 

Though our situation may have been somewhat unique, the temptation [to 
give up] was not. It is the same temptations faced by everyone who has 

followed a call and found that the realities of life were nothing like the 
expectations he had in the first flush of his vision and his enthusiasm. It is the 
temptation that comes to anyone, for example, who has entered religious life with 
a burning desire to serve God and him alone, only to find that the day-to-day life 
in religion is humdrum and pedestrian, equally as filled with moments of human 
misunderstanding, daily routines, and distractions. It is the same temptation faced 
by young couples in marriage, when the honeymoon is over, and they must face a 
seemingly endless existence in the same old place and the same old way. It is the 
temptation to say: “This life is not what I thought it would be. This is not what I 
bargained for. It is not all what I wanted, either. If I had known it would be like 
this, I would have never made this choice, I would have never made this promise. 
You must forgive me, God, but I want to go back. You cannot hold me to a 
promise made in ignorance; you cannot expect me to keep a covenant based on 
faith without any previous knowledge of the true facts of life. It is not fair: I never 
thought it would be like this. I simply cannot stand it, and I will not stay. I will not 
serve.” 
 And then one day, together, it dawned on Father Nestrov and me. God granted 
us the grace to see the solution from his viewpoint rather than from ours. It was 
the grace not to judge our efforts by human standards, or by what we ourselves 
wanted or expected to happen, but rather according to God’s design, with the 
real world ordained by God and governed ultimately by his will…. Not the will of 
God as we might wish it, or as we might have envisioned it, or as we thought in 
our poor human wisdom it ought to be. But rather the will of God as God 
envisioned it and revealed  it to us each day in the created situations with which 
he presented us. His will for us was the twenty-four hours of each day: the 
people, the places, the circumstances he set before us in that time. Those were 
the things God knew was important to him and to us at that moment, and those 
were  the things  upon which  he wanted us to  act.  These things, the twenty-four 
         (Continued on Page 3)

  

The Deep Waters of Faith 
“Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a 

catch.” Luke 5:4 

It’s interesting to note that Jesus did not simply tell 
Peter and the Apostles to put out into the water; rather, 
He told them to put out into the “deep water.” This is 

significant. 
 At the close of the great jubilee year of 2000, Saint 
Pope John Paul II wrote an apostolic letter, Novo 
Millennio Ineunte in which he began by quoting this 
Gospel passage.  This passage set the tone for the rest of 
his letter in which he called for a new evangelization for 
the coming millennium. 
 “Put out into the deep!”  What should we take from 
this?  What should we hear Jesus speaking to us?  We 
should hear Him calling us to “lower our nets” in a 
tireless and committed way so as to draw many others to 
the Gospel.  When Peter and the Apostles did this in the 
boat, they caught so many fish that their nets were tearing 
and they were greatly astonished. This is a prophetic 
action given to us to tell us that we must evangelize with 
the utmost enthusiasm and zeal, searching far and wide 
for God’s lost sheep. 
 The world we live in can be brutal at times.  So many 
people are lost and confused.  Sin is rampant and despair 
is prevalent.  Our world is in desperate need of a Savior 
and we are the ones Jesus desires to use to gather a huge 
catch and to find those in greatest need.  Jesus desired the 
Apostles to catch the fish that were in the deep waters as a 
way of saying that there are countless souls in our world 
who are far from God.  There are many people 
“swimming” in an ocean of confusion and pain.  It is these 
people, in particular, that Jesus wants to draw in.  It’s our 
responsibility to heed the command of our Lord and to 
seek them out. 
 Reflect, today, upon these words of Jesus: “Put out into 
       (Continued on Page 3)

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 
(REFLECTIONS BY REV. FR. MARIO RAQUEPO)
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hours of this day, were his will; we had to learn to 
recognize his will in the reality of the situation and 
to act accordingly. We had to learn to look at our 
daily lives, at everything that crossed our path each 
day, with the eyes of God; learning to see his 
estimate of things, places, and above all people, 
recognizing that he had a goal and a purpose in 
bringing us into contact with these things  and 
these people, and striving always to do that will—
his will—every hour of every day in the situations 
in which he had placed us. For to what other 
purpose had we been created? For what other end 
had he ordained our being here, if not to see his 
will in these situations and to strive to do always 
what he wanted, the way he wanted it, as he would 
have done it, for his sake, that he might have the 
fruit and glory? 

~ Servant of God Walter J. Ciszek, S.J. 
Father Ciszek (♰1984) was a Pennsylvania born Jesuit 
priest and missionary who served secretly in the Soviet 
Union. He was convicted of being a “Vatican Spy” in 
World War II and spent 23 years in Soviet prisons.

Rosary at the Memorial 
  

The Holy Rosary will be prayed at the 
Memorial To The Unborn on the first 
four Fridays of the month, at 6:30 PM. 

All are invited to participate. 

The Deep Waters of Faith 
(Continued)                   mycatholic.life 

the deep water.”  In what way is Jesus 
asking this of you?  How is it that He is 
calling you to go out of your comfort zone 
and “lower your nets?”  What is it that He 
wants of you and how does He desire to 
use you to further the mission of 
evangelization.  Heed His command and 
you, too, will be amazed at the good fruit 
that is born! 
 Lord of infinite mercy, I desire to give 
myself to You for Your service and glory.  I 
desire to go forth, at Your command, 
looking for the souls in most need of Your 
abundant mercy.  Give me the grace I need 
to be faithful to the calling You have given 
to me so that Your loving mercy will reach 
those most in need.  Jesus, I trust in You.

…they left everything and followed him…
Luke 5.11 

About eight years ago, a visiting priest from 
India offered a reflection at our parish 

Sunday Mass. When Father Samuel lauded Simon 
Peter for leaving everything to follow Jesus, some 
congregants chuckled. I was one of them. 
“Everything?” I thought to myself. “Wasn’t every-
thing nothing more than fishing nets and a boat?” 
 Then Father Samuel asked, ”How many of you 
would abandon your livelihood to follow someone 
you did not really know through and through?” A 
hush fell over us all as Father made his salient 
point. 
 What happened on a shore hundreds of years 
ago is a witness to what can happen when we 
radically let go and follow Jesus. We do not need a 
miracle first or even a road to show the way, for 
Jesus holds our hand and directs our path. To walk 
in faith unencumbered  is enough.  

~ Sr. Bridget Haase, O.S.U. 
The latest book from Ursuline Sister Bridget Haase is 
Thirty Days Praying The Imitation of Christ: A 
Companion to the Classic. Visit WisdomWonder.com to 
learn more. 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

Prayer	for	Married	Couples	 
Almighty	and	eternal	God,	 
You	blessed	the	union	of	married	
couples	so	that	they	might	re9lect	
the	union	of	Christ	with	his	Church:	
look	with	kindness	on	them.	
Renew	their	marriage	covenant,	
increase	your	love	in	them,	
and	strengthen	their	bond	of	peace	
so	that,	with	their	children,	they	
may	always	rejoice	in	the	gift	of	
your	blessing.	
We	ask	this	through	Christ	our	
Lord.		Amen.		

Saturday, February 5, 2022 
What We Need

People saw them leaving and many came to know 
about it. They hastened there on foot from all the 
towns and arrived at the place before them…
Mark 6:33 

A  young man was telling me how he came to 
faith. Nobody in his family was Christian, and 

few understood his desire to become one. But as a 
college student, he went through a terrible trial and 
desolation. His quest to find the meaning of his 
suffering led him to Jesus and the Church. 
Discovering Christ’s love didn’t take away the 
suffering but gave him all he needed and more. 
Those who know him see the fruits in his life, as 
does he. 
 Human beings tend to be practical. We search 
for what we need. In the Gospels, we see how 
Jesus’ compassion and healing presence bring 
people flocking to him. He shares with us his work 
and mission, to bring healing where there is illness, 
hope where there is suffering and life where death 
seems to reign. 
 With all my heart I seek you, Jesus; let me 
receive and share your healing presence. 

~ Mary Marrocco

Sunday, February 6, 2022 
Leaving All 

THE HOLY FAMILY 

P ope St. John Paul II said, “The Redeemer of 
the world chose the family as the place for his 

birth and growth, thereby sanctifying this funda- 
mental institution of every society” (Angelus 
message, 30 December 2001). 
 Where do we find 

accounts of the Holy 
Family in Scripture? 
 The history of the 
Holy Family is found in 
only two accounts, what 
are called the Infancy 
Narratives—the first two 

Chapters of the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. 

 Writing to a Jewish audience, St. Matthew 
provides the Abrahamic and Davidic descent 
of Jesus, followed by an account of His Birth. 
In chapter 2 he tells of the visit of the Magi, 
King Herod’s pursuit of the Child and the 
flight into Egypt. He concludes his narrative 
with the return from Egypt to Nazareth, 
remaining silent on Jesus’ life in Nazareth. 
Jesus next appears as 30 years of age at His 
baptism by St. John (Mt. 3). 

 St. Luke provides the most detail of Jesus’ 
early life. His precision reflects his profession 
as a physician (Col. 4:14), his desire for an 
accurate account (Lk. 1:1-4), and details which 
could only have been obtained from the 
Blessed Virgin.           ewtn.com 

(To be continued)

http://WisdomWonder.com
http://ewtn.com


Friday, February 11, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

Our Lady of Lourdes 

Birthday Blessings For: 
 Marissa Abcede 

Mary Tom  

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                               

 Saturday, February 12, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Soul:             
♰Don Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                  

       
4:00 P.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 3:25 PM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
 ♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 

Healing Prayers For: 
Paula Carrington                      
Isaiah Ares Kim   

Juanita Ruis               
Ken Ryan                         

Patti & Wayne Silva                                       

 Monday, February 7, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Communion Service 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES” 

 Healing Prayers For:    
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Elaine Okamoto 

                           

Tuesday, February 8, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

 Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

Saint Jerome Emiliani, Priest 
Saint Josephine Bakhita, Virgin 
Anniversary Blessings For: 

Carolyn & Bernard Ho                                                
Healing Prayers For: 

Isaiah Ares Kim 
             

Wednesday, February 9, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES”   
For the Repose of the Souls of: 

♰Maurice, Monica, & Patricia Contrades 
♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 

♰Bernadeen Yee 
Healing Prayers For: 

Isaiah Ares Kim 

Anniversary Remembrance For: 
♰Adelaida Del Banco   

                  

Thursday, February 10, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE LUMINOUS MYSTERIES” 

Saint Scholastica, Virgin 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

  

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Robert Gerard Contrades, William Cuenca, Bernard Ho, Isaiah Ares 
Kim, Sophia Lacuesta, Annette Manaday, Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Patti & Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Isabella Torres, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 

Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, 
Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Vicky Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 

Don Yee

Sunday, February 6, 2022 
   7:30 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 6:55 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 
Memorial — Saints Paul Miki & 

Companions, Martyrs 
For the Repose of the Souls of: 

♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Josefina Bautista     ♰Catherine Choo                     

♰Tony & Sarah Louis  
♰Francis Nagasawa 

♰Al Tagab                 ♰Clement Yee      
Healing Prayers For:             

Isaiah Ares Kim                       

10:00 A.M. Mass 
For the Repose of the Souls of:                  

Holy Rosary Prayed at 9:25 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

♰Celine &  Kenneth Asato                     
♰Vera Ashitomi          ♰Catherine Choo          

♰Rosa Fernandez  
♰Stephanie & Frederick Foo    

♰Helena Kim                       ♰Karen Lee                             
♰Salvador Solidum 

♰Nancy & Raymond Tom 
 ♰Al Tagab                    ♰Clement Yee 

♰Adelaida del Banco ♰Roland Guieb 
♰Cathryn Downes 

Healing Prayers For: 
Nancy, Annette & Robert Contrades                                                                                

Isaiah Ares Kim                   Mary Souza 
Joel Plamenco             Mennen Remigio 

Remidios Cabagnot 
Birthday Blessings For: 

Edgar Gum                              Fe Baria 
Birthday Remembrance For: 

♰Joey Aki 
♰Severino & Cecilia Plamenco 

Eternal Repose Of The Soul Of: 
♰Ed Plamenco 

              

Prayer Requests


