
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

          
          
          
          
          

 

 

 
 

 

   

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, is said 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 

MONDAY 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30  AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00  AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 

   

DEACON  &  FIRST  MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM   ~   All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM
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FEBRUARY  13,  2022

 SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM 

All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

Luke 5:1-11 
… After he had finished speaking, he said 

to Simon, “Put out into deep water and 
lower your nets for a catch.” …

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/


                  
     

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight George Abcede 
eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US! 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS ~ February 5-6, 2022 
    
    MAIL-INS:  $1,175.00 
    WEEKEND:  $2,490.00  
    ONLINE:   $1,407.00 
    TOTAL:  $5,072.00 
    LAST WEEK: $4,632.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

2022 SECOND COLLECTIONS 

Augustine Educational Foundation 
February 12/13 

Saint Stephen Knights of Columbus is asking for your help by 
donating food items to the Aloysius Food Bank. Items may be 

left in the closet to the left of the stage in the hall. Your 
assistance toward this project will always be appreciated. 

Mahalo!

NOTE: This Sunday, February 13, is Corporate Sunday for the 
Knights. Please wear your green shirts for the 10:00 AM Mass, 
as well as to participate with the praying of the Holy Rosary. 
Praying of the Holy Rosary begins at 9:25 AM. Your 
participation will be appreciated.  
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Sharing in the Blessedness of Christ 

H oliness demands a constant effort, but it is possible for 
everyone because, rather than a human effort, it is first and 
foremost a gift of God, thrice holy. The Apostle John 

remarks: See what love the Father has given us, that we should be 
called children of God, and so we are. It is God, therefore, who 
loved us first and made us his adoptive sons in Jesus. Everything in 
our lives is a gift of his love: how can we be indifferent before such a 
great mystery? How can we not respond to the heavenly Father’s 
love by living as grateful children? In Christ, he gave us the gift of 
his entire self and calls us to a personal and profound relationship 
with him. Consequently, the more we imitate Jesus and remain 
united to him the more we enter into the mystery of his divine 
holiness. We discover that he loves us infinitely, and this prompts us 
in turn to love our brethren. Loving always entails an act of self-
denial, “losing ourselves,” and it is precisely this that makes us 
happy … 
 In truth, the blessed par excellence is only Jesus. He is, in fact, the 
true poor in spirit, the one afflicted, the meek one, the one hungering 
and thirsting for justice, the merciful, the pure of heart, the 
peacemaker. He is the one persecuted for the sake of justice. The 
Beatitudes show us the spiritual features of Jesus  and thus express 
his mystery, the mystery of his death and Resurrection, of his Passion 
and of the joy of his Resurrection. This mystery, which is the 
mystery of true believers, invites us to follow Jesus and thus to walk 
toward it. To the extent that we accept his proposal and set out to 
follow him—each one in his own circumstances—we too can 
participate in his blessedness. With him, the impossible becomes 
possible and even a camel can pass through the eye of a needle; with 
his help, only with his help, can we become perfect as the heavenly 
Father is perfect. 

~ Pope Benedict XVI 
Pope Benedict XVI reigned as pope from 2005 until 2013

  

It Takes a Lot of Faith! 
Luke 6:22-23 

B lessed  are you when people hate you, and when 
they exclude and insult you, and denounce your 
name as evil on account of the Son of Man. Rejoice 

and leap for joy on that day! Behold, your reward will be 
great in heaven. 
 It takes a lot of faith to “rejoice and leap for joy” after 
experiencing hatred and persecution from another.  Even 
when one is persecuted on account of his/her faith in 
Christ, it takes a lot of faith and a lot of love to sincerely 
rejoice.  
 But with that said, this level of faith and love is 
possible!  If it were not, our Lord would not have given 
this teaching.  It is a teaching to live the highest ideal.  It’s 
a calling to live in Beatitude. 
 Though it would be worth it to spend time on each and 
every one of the Beatitudes and to try to apply them to our 
lives, it’s also helpful to look at the more general fact that 
Jesus does not call us to mediocrity; rather, He calls us to 
the heights of perfection.  It is within those heights that 
our souls find the greatest reward. 
 Reflect, today, upon this Beatitude.  Perhaps you have 
never experienced persecution and hatred as a result of 
following Jesus.  But even if you haven’t, try to put 
yourself into this situation and try to honestly discover 
how you would react.  Would you be able to allow 
persecution to “roll off your back” so to speak?  Would 
you be able to accept injustice in your life without 
allowing it to disturb your interior peace?  Or would you 
turn bitter and angry as a result of the hurt you would 
feel? 
 Try to put your eyes upon the ideals of the Christian 
life.  If  you  aim  for  anything  less,  you run  the risk  of 
actually attaining that lower goal.        

(Continued on Page 3)

THE PASTOR’S CORNER 
(REFLECTIONS BY REV. FR. MARIO RAQUEPO)

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com


  It Takes a Lot of Faith! (Continued) 
But if you put your eyes upon the high 
calling of the Beatitudes, then you will find 
that our Lord will continually draw you 
closer to His heart, cleansing you, 
strengthening you, filling you with more 
faith, hope and love, and bringing you to 
an increasingly blessed level of holiness.  
It’s worth it to aim for the ideal! 
 Lord of perfection, please make me 
holy.  Help me to keep my eyes upon You 
and upon the virtues and Beatitudes that 
You call me to live.  May I never settle for 
a mediocre life.  Instead, may I strive only 
for a life of perfection and holiness making 
You the center of all I long for.  Jesus, I 
trust in You.

Rosary at the Memorial 
  

The Holy Rosary will be prayed at the 
Memorial To The Unborn on the first four 

Fridays of the month, at 6:30 PM. 
All are invited to participate. 

Blessed are they who hope in the Lord…
Psalm 40:5a (Responsorial) 

W hat does it mean to “hope in the 
Lord,” to put all my trust in the 

Lord? Let me answer first by emphasizing 
what it does not represent. To hope in the 
Lord does not suggest that I shouldn’t tell 
God what’s in my heart, my specific 
petitions. My Father in heaven wants me to 
be real and genuine with him. Neither does 
it mean the opposite, that those who hope 
in the Lord will get everything they ask for 
in prayer. 
 We are blessed when our hope is in the 
Lord and we approach prayer with an open 
heart, full of confident trust in God and his 
care for us. We are confident, not because 
we know he will do what we ask, but 
because no matter what happens, it will be 
okay. God redeems all things, transforms 
all things. With him, we have nothing to 
fear. Without him, we have nothing. 

~ Maria Ruiz Scaperlanda 
Every Living Faith contributor has their own author 
page at LivingFaith.com. Visit our website for that 
and more resources for your spiritual life.

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

The Souls Outside the 
Cameras in China 

(Posted in Spirit & Life Newsletter.) 

By Fr. Shenan J. Boquet | February 7, 
2022  

“As the winter Olympics get 
underway in Beijing, human 
rights activists are attempting 
to raise awareness of the ongoing 
human rights abuses conducted 
on a vast scale in the communist 
nation. Among the tragedies 
currently unfolding in China are 
what many experts have called 
a genocide being perpetrated 
against the Uyghur Muslim 
population, the repression and 
control of Christian churches, 
the growing crackdown on 
freedom in Hong Kong, a 
massive increase in state 
surveillance of citizens in service 
of a dystopian ‘social credit’ 
system, and the long-standing 
and brutal population control 
measures, including forced 
abortions and sterilizations.” 

To continue reading this very 
informative article by Fr. Boquet, 
President of Human Life 
International (HLI), go to 
hli.org.  Everyone should be 
aware of the atrocities against 
life in China and around the 
world. 

Saturday, February 12, 2022 
Snap Judgements

My heart is moved with pity for the 
crowd, because they have been with me 
now for three days and have nothing to 
eat…Mark 8:2 

A ccording to the Gospel, Jesus did not 
scrutinize the crowd to determine 
who did or did not deserve to be fed. 

On both a physical and spiritual level, he 
simply saw a need and filled it. This seems 
to be in direct contrast to our inclination to 
weigh whether someone is acceptable. 
 After decades of praying for a new heart, 
I still make snap judgments. For example, 
last week I was waiting for my husband at a 
shopping mall and looking for somewhere 
to sit when, to my surprise, a teenager with 
pierced ears and covered in tattoos got up 
from a bench and offered me his seat. It 
was another moment of conversion for me  
as I recognized I had judged someone from 
outward appearances. 
 Is there a bias you struggle with? 
 Risen Christ, may I see as you see. 

~ Terri Mifek

Sunday, February 13, 2022 
Blessed Hope  

THE HOLY 
FAMILY 

W here do we 
find accounts of 
the Holy Family 

in Scripture? (Continued 
from last week)

 Luke begins with the conception of St. 
John and the Annunciation of the Lord. He 
continues with Mary’s visit to Elizabeth 
and the birth of the Baptist. He then 
provides an account of Nativity, the angels 
announcement to the shepherds, Jesus’ 
circumcision and presentation in the 
Temple, and Simeon’s and Anna’s 
recogni t ion and prophec ies .Luke 
concludes with the return to Nazareth, 
adding only one further detail, Jesus 
remaining in the Temple when He was 12 
years old. 

W here is Nazareth in the 
Bible? 

 Nazareth is a city in Galilee. In Our 
Lord’s time it may have been populated by 
craftsmen employed in Roman construction 
in nearby Sepphoris. Nazareth is where 
Joseph and Mary were betrothed, the 
Annunciation took place, and where the 
Holy Family lived after returning from 
Egypt after Herod’s death. 

T he meaning of “Nazareth” is rather 
obscure. St. Jerome attributes it to the 
Hebrew word ‘nazir,” meaning 

“separated,” in reference to being dedicated 
to God (cf. Numbers 6:1-21). Other 
scholars, pointing to Isaiah’s use of a 
similar word, “netzer,” meaning branch, 
connect it with the house of Jesse and the 
Davidic kingship of Jesus.  Isaiah 11:1 
“There shall come forth a shoot from the 
stump of Jesse, and a branch (netzer) shall 
grow out of his roots.”        (To be continued) 

https://www.hli.org/hi-news/spirit-life-newsletter/
https://www.hli.org/author/soboquet/
https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2022/february/genocide-olympics-activists-decry-chinas-human-rights-abuses-call-for-global-prayer-movement-ahead-of-2022-games
https://www.hli.org/2020/07/china-uighurs-genocide/
https://www.businessinsider.com/china-social-credit-system-punishments-and-rewards-explained-2018-4
https://www.businessinsider.com/china-social-credit-system-punishments-and-rewards-explained-2018-4


Friday, February 18, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                             

Saturday, February 19, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Soul:             
♰Don Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                  

Birthday Blessings For: 
Fred Basilio 

Birthday Remembrance For: 
♰Alvaro Pascual 

      
4:00 P.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 3:25 PM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
 ♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Mary Kano 

Healing Prayers For: 
Paula Carrington                      
Isaiah Ares Kim   

Juanita Ruis               
Ken Ryan                         

Patti & Wayne Silva                                       

 Monday, February 14, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Communion Service 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE JOYFUL MYSTERIES” 

Saints Cyril, Monk & Methodius, Bishop 

 Healing Prayers For:    
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Tuesday, February 15, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

 Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

             

Wednesday, February 16, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES”   
For the Repose of the Souls of: 

♰Maurice, Monica, & Patricia Contrades 
♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 

♰Bernadeen Yee 
Anniversary Remembrance For: 

♰Josefina Bautista 
Healing Prayers For: 

Isaiah Ares Kim 
                  

Thursday, February 17, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE LUMINOUS MYSTERIES” 

Seven Holy Founders of the 
Servite Order 

Healing Prayers For: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

  

Birthday Blessings For:                     
JoAnn Chang 

Donna Yamamoto 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Robert Gerard Contrades, William Cuenca, Bernard Ho, Isaiah Ares 

Kim, Sophia Lacuesta, Annette Manaday, Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Patti & Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 

Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, 
Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Vicky Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 

Don Yee

Sunday, February 13, 2022 
   7:30 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 6:55 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Souls of: 
♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 

♰Josefina Bautista      
♰Catherine Choo                     

♰Tony & Sarah Louis  
♰Francis Nagasawa 

♰Al Tagab                  
♰Clement Yee 
♰Dolly Ching  
♰Lester Oda 

Anniversary Remembrance For: 
♰Josefina Bautista 

♰Joseph & Priscilla Chang     
Healing Prayers For:             

Isaiah Ares Kim                       

10:00 A.M. Mass 
For the Repose of the Souls of:                  

Holy Rosary Prayed at 9:25 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

♰Celine &  Kenneth Asato                     
♰Vera Ashitomi           

♰Catherine Choo          
♰Rosa Fernandez  

♰Stephanie & Frederick Foo    
♰Helena Kim                        
♰Karen Lee                             

♰Salvador Solidum 
♰Nancy & Raymond Tom 

 ♰Al Tagab                     
♰Clement Yee 

Healing Prayers For: 
Nancy, Annette & Robert Contrades                                                                                

Isaiah Ares Kim                    
Mary Souza 

Prayer Requests


