
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, is said 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Monday~Friday: 9:00 AM to 12 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
MONDAY 

[In the St. Catherine Chapel ~ 
Communion Service] 

Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

DEACON  &  FIRST  MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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MARCH  13,  2022

 SECOND  SUNDAY  OF  LENT

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM 

All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD ~ Luke 9:28b-36

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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Delighting in the Mystery of the Transfiguration 

Let us eagerly move up the mountain! How long, after all, 
shall we delay in the foothills of our discourse, gazing in 

wonder at the beauty of the ascent before use, when it is 
possible to ascend ourselves with those who have been raised 
up by the Word and have been judged worthy of higher things? 
When is it possible for us to be illuminated by the cloud 
ourselves, and so have our own eyes blinded and yet to be 
initiated, by an excess of light, into what is above human 
power? It is now possible for us too, to listen to what is said, 
even by the blessed voice that reaches us from the Father, as it 
bears faithful witness to the divinity of the Only-Begotten, and 
clearly presents to us their substantial identity. Guided by the 
Spirit, then, let us revel in mystical knowledge of what has 
come to pass in the Transfiguration of the Lord. For I know 
myself that the purpose of the Transfiguration has this in view, 
and that the mystery invites us to sing its praises in this way. 
For it wants us to understand the depth of what has been 
accomplished here, and in knowing what is said here, to absorb 
the grace of the story more effectively by imitating the one 
who is transfigured—a grace that works this same marvelous 
and strange mystery also in us…. 
 For Christ has become human, and so shares our present life; 
and he has introduced into our pattern of life the gift of sharing 
with us a way of life above his world. If we accept the gift, our 
human life is revealed as fertile in the things of the Spirit, since 
it has laid aside the sterility caused within it by sin. For this 
reason, then, humans from now on dance with the angels, 
praising God together with them and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest places, and peace on earth, good will among men 
and women. 
 Here you have, my beloved, the message of the mystery; 
even if much that we hope for is still missing, still it is not 
outside what lies in our power. And you may hope for a still 
higher and more mystical promise from the Word himself, who 
for your sake bore flesh and endured the cross. If you accept it, 
you can treasure it up within yourself with all the eagerness, as 
an inexplicable, unspeakable word, trusting in the Word until 
he himself, the Lord who suffered in flesh, conquers death in 
you and raises you from the dead; and by raising you, as one 
who had been killed by sin, he will make you divine in the 
Spirit.             

~ Saint Andrew of Crete 
Saint Andrew of Crete (740) was a Greek monk, archbishop, 
theologian, and hymnographer. He was influential in the 
development of the Byzantine liturgy. 

  

Their sins. Matthew 1:20         

What a blessed man St. Joseph was. He was 
called to be the earthly father of the Son of 

God and the husband of the Mother of God! He must 
have been awe of this responsibility and he must have, 
at times, trembled with a holy fear in the face of so 
great a calling. 
 What’s interesting to note, however, is that the 
beginning of this call seemed to be marked with an 
apparent scandal. Mary was pregnant and it was not 
from Joseph. How could this be? The only earthly 
explanation was infidelity on Mary’s part. But this 
was so contrary to whom Joseph perceived her to be.  
He certainly would have been quite shocked and quite 
confused as he faced this apparent dilemma.  What 
should he do? 
 We know what he decided to do at first. He decided 
to divorce her quietly. But then the angel spoke to him 
in a dream. And, after he awoke from his sleep, “he 
did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him and 
took his wife into his home.” 
 One aspect of this situation to ponder is the fact that 
Joseph had to embrace his wife and her Son in faith.  
This new family of his was beyond human reason 
alone.  There was no way to make sense of it simply 
by trying to figure it out.  He had to approach it with 
faith. 
 Faith means he had to rely upon the voice of God 
speaking to him in his conscience.  Yes, he relied on 
what the angel spoke to him in the dream, but that was 
a dream!  People can have all sorts of strange dreams!  
His human tendency would be to question this dream 
and wonder if this was real.  Was this really from 
God?  Is this Child truly from the Holy Spirit?  How 
could this be? 
 All of these questions, and every other question that 
would have arisen in St. Joseph’s mind, could only be 
answered by faith. But the good news is that faith does  
give answers. Faith enables a person to face the 
confusions of life with strength, conviction and 
certitude.           (To be continued)         mycatholic.life 

MARCH MONTHLY DEDICATIONS 
SAINT JOSEPH

Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary your wife into 

your home. For it is through the Holy 
Spirit that this child has been 
conceived in her. She will bear a son 
and you are to name him Jesus, 
because he will save his people from 



ALOYSIUS FOOD BANK 

The St. Stephen First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus continue 

to request donations of canned or 
non food items for our less fortunate 
brothers and sisters. 
 Please leave your donations next 
to the door opposite the left side of 
the stage in the Church Hall. Your 
participation in this effort is 
appreciated. Mahalo!

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ 
(808) 221-7205  

BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY 
PRAY FOR US! 

WEEKLY OFFERINGS  
March 5-6, 2022 

    
   MAIL-INS: $510.00 
   WEEKEND:  $2,485.71 
   ONLINE:   $1,519.00 
   TOTAL:  $4,514.71 
   LAST WEEK: $4,778.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their 
time, talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

Sunday, March 13, 2022 
Love Beyond Our Counting

The Lord God took Abram outside 
and said, “look up at the sky and 
count the stars, if you can. Just so,” he 
added, “shall your descendants be.” 
…Genesis 15:5 

S ince my childhood years of standing on our 
deck and squinting my eyes at the heavens, 
I have been a stargazer. Few actions 

confirm my place in the family of creation more 
clearly than a midnight sky sparkling with those 
heavenly bodies. I’m overwhelmed by 
immensity. I feel my smallness. I’m painfully 
aware that my counting skills are not up to the 
task, that my words fail to capture what my eyes 
delight in taking in. 
 I picture Abram sharing my awe and wonder 
and prolonged gratitude for the unexpected but 
gratefully received generosity of the God 
standing beside him. This God who ensured 
that Abram’s name would live through his 
descendants is the same extravagant God who 
stands beside all of us, promising faithful 
presence and enduring love as incalculable as a 
sky heavy with stars. 

~ Sr. Chris Koellhoffer, I.H.M. 

First Sorrowful Mystery (Continued) 
And going a little farther he fell on his 
face and prayed, “My Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me; 
nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou 
wilt.” And he came to the disciples and 
found them sleeping; and he said to 
P e t e r , “ S o , c o u l d y o u n o t 
watch with me one hour? Watch and 
pray that you may not enter into 
temptation; the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” Again, for the 
second time, he went away and prayed, 
“My Father, if this cannot pass unless I 
drink it, thy will be done.” And again 
he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were heavy. So, leaving them 
again, he went away and prayed for the 
third time, saying the same words. Then 
he came to the disciples and said to 
them, “Are you still sleeping and taking 
your rest? Behold, the hour is at hand, 
and the Son of man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going; 
see, my betrayer is at hand.”  
(Matthew 26:36-46) 

mycatholic.life 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

The	following	bills	in	the	Hawaii	
State	Legislature	have	dire	
consequences	for	our	Keiki	and	
parents.	

HB1697	HD1:	Requires	DOE	to	
provide	comprehensive	training	for	
teachers	and	educational	ofCicers	on	
sexual	health	topics	that	include	
positive	and	accurate	
representations	of	the	lesbian,	gay,	
bisexual,	transgender,	queer	or	
questioning,	intersex,	asexual,	other	
sexual	orientations	and	gender	
identities,	persons	of	color,	and	
disability	communities	to	
destigmatize	and	promote	sexual	
health.	Requires	sexual	health	
education	programs	to	include	
similar	sexual	health	topics	to	
destigmatize	and	promote	sexual	
health.	Effective	7/1/2050.	
Short	version:	Teachers	will	teach	
that	Transgenderism,	same	sex	
relationships….	etc.	are	a	matter	
of	personal	choice	and	normal.	

HB2125	HD1:	Creates	a	
misdemeanor	of	harassment	of	an	
educational	worker	for	disrupting	
or	interfering	with	the	
administration	or	functions	of	any	
school,	school	administration	ofCice,	
or	school	board.	Effective	7/1/2050.		
Short	version:		An	attempt	to	
approach	your	child’s	teacher,	or	
member	of	school	staff	to	voice	
your	disagreement	could	be	
considered	harassment.	

Respect	Life	Ministry,	Catholic	Diocese	
of	Honolulu	

   A day of 
Healing 

A day retreat with 
Rev. Clyde Guerreiro, SS.CC. 

& Deacon Fernando Ona, M.D. 
Experience the power 

of the Spirit 
Saint Anthony Retreat Center 

3351 Kalihi Street 
March 19, 2022 

8:30 am to 2:30 pm 
Call 808-845-0065  In Person or 
To Register    Livestream 

Your generous support allows us to 
continue offering these events. 

Thank You.

THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES 
First Sorrowful Mystery: The Agony in the 

Garden 
Scripture: Then Jesus went with them to a 
place called Gethsemane and he said to his 
disciples, “Sit here, while I go yonder and 
pray. And taking him with Peter and the 
two sons of Zebedee, he began to be 
sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to 
them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to 
death; remain here, and watch with me.”

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2026.36-46
mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com


Friday, March 18, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 
Saint Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & 

Doctor of the Church 
Healing Prayers for: 

Isaiah Ares Kim                               

Stations of the Cross 
7:00 PM 

 Saturday, March 19, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

Saint Joseph, Spouse of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 

For the Repose of the Soul:             
♰Don Yee 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim                  

       
4:00 P.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 3:25 PM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Soul of: 
 ♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 
Healing Prayers for: 

Paula Carrington                      
Isaiah Ares Kim   

Juanita Ruis              
Ken Ryan                         

Patti & Wayne Silva 
                                       

Birthday Blessings for: 
Kristyn Ho 

 Monday, March 14, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Communion Service 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

 Healing Prayers for:    
Isaiah Ares Kim 

                           

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

 Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

             

Wednesday, March 16, 2022 
8:00 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 
“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 

For the Repose of the Soul of: 
♰Steve Aki 

♰Maurice, Monica, & Patricia Contrades 
♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

                  
Thursday, March 17, 2022 

8:00 A.M. Mass 
Holy Rosary Prayed at 7:25 AM 

“THE SORROWFUL MYSTERIES” 
Saint Patrick, Bishop 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

  

                     

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Robert Gerard Contrades, William Cuenca, Bernard Ho, Isaiah Ares 
Kim, Sophia Lacuesta, Annette Manaday, Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Patti & Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Isabella Torres, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Ron & Tomiko Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, 

Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Betty & Albert Chong, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Eileen Green, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, 
Karen Lee, Frederick Lum, Salvador Solidum, Vicky Solidum, Al Tagab, Beatrice Tom, Gladys Wong, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 

Don Yee

Sunday, March 13, 2022 
   7:30 A.M. Mass 

Holy Rosary Prayed at 6:55 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
For the Repose of the Soul of: 

♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Josefina Bautista     ♰Catherine Choo                     

♰Tony & Sarah Louis  
♰Francis Nagasawa 

♰Al Tagab 
♰Donna McDonnell                   

Healing Prayers for:             
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Preston P. 

                      

10:00 A.M. Mass 
For the Repose of the Soul of:                  

Holy Rosary Prayed at 9:25 AM 
“THE GLORIOUS MYSTERIES” 

♰Celine &  Kenneth Asato                     
♰Vera Ashitomi           

♰Catherine Choo          
♰Rosa Fernandez  

♰Stephanie & Frederick Foo    
♰Helena Kim                        
♰Karen Lee                             

♰Salvador Solidum 
♰Nancy & Raymond Tom 

 ♰Al Tagab                    

Healing Prayers for: 
Nancy, Annette & Robert Contrades                                                                                

Isaiah Ares Kim                    
Mary Souza 

Denise Lin-DeShetler 

Prayer Requests



 

 
 

2022 
R E M I N D E R S 
 

Fridays, March 11, 18, 25 & April 1 
Rosary at the Memorial to the Unborn at 6:15pm and Stations of The Cross 
to follow at 7:00pm 
 

Wednesday-Thursday, March 30-31 
6:30pm Lenten lectures by EPIC Ministry 
 

Monday, April 4 
6:30pm Lenten Reconciliation 
 
 

 

H O L Y  W E E K     S C H E D U L E 
 
 
 

Palm Sunday, April 10  
Palms will be blessed in all The Masses 
 
 
 

April 11-13 Weekdays of Holy Week Mass – 8:00am 
 
 

The Paschal Triduum, begins the evening of Thursday, and ends on Easter Vigil 
 
 
 

April 14, Holy Thursday of The Lord’s Supper at 7:00pm 
 
 

April 15, Good Friday of The Passion of The Lord at 2:00pm 
 
 

April 16, Holy Saturday, Easter Vigil starts at 7:00pm 
 
 

April 17, Easter Sunday, Resurrection of The Lord 
       Mass at 7:30am and 10:00am 
 

HAPPY EASTER TO ALL! 


