
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM 
All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

SAINT  STEPHEN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH 
JUNE  12,  2022

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULES 

MONDAY 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel ~ 

Communion Service] 
Tuesday ~ Saturday ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

D E A C O N  &  F I R S T  M A R T Y R 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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The Blessed Trinity and Us 

S
aint John writes: Now this is eternal life, that they should 
know you, the only true God ( Jn 17:3), and Beloved, we 
are God’s children now; what we shall be has not yet been 

revealed. We do know that when it is revealed we shall be like him, 
for we shall see him as he is (1 Jn 3:2). We are called to see the 
infinite fruitfulness of this divine nature that subsists in three 
Persons; to contemplate face to face the eternal generation of the 
Word, splendor of the Father and image of his substance (Her 1:3); 
to see the ineffable spiration of the Holy Spirit, this torrent of 
spiritual flame, the mutual love of the Father and Son, which, from 
all eternity unites them in a most absolute reciprocal self-giving. 

 Such a knowledge and love cannot be realized in us unless God 
first deifies us in a certain manner in the depths of our soul, unless 
we first receive something of the very nature of God, unless our soul 
is deified in some way, that is to say transformed in God. The blessed 
in heaven can participate in the divine operations, in the very life of 
God, precisely because they have received this nature from him, just 
as a son receives his nature from his father. 

 From all eternity God necessarily generates a Son similar to him-
self, the Word. He communicates to him his nature without dividing 
or multiplying it; he makes him God of God, Light of Light, the 
splendor of his substance. Purely gratuitously, he has wished to have 
other sons in time, adopted sons. He has loved us, and this creative 
love has made us participate in the very principle of his intimate life. 
For those he foreknew he also predestined to be confirmed to the 
mage of his Son, so that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers, says Saint Paul. In this is found precisely the essence of the 
glory that God reserves for those he loves. What eye has not seen, 
and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, 
what God has prepared for those who love him. 

 The elect will become part of the very family of God as they enter 
into the circle of the Holy Trinity. In them the Father will generate 
his Word; the Father and the Son will issue forth Love. Charity will 
assimilate them to the Holy Spirit and meanwhile the vision will 
assimilate them to the Word, who in turn will make them similar to 
the Father whose expression he is. At that time we will be able to say 
truly that we know and love the Trinity that dwells in us as in a 
temple of glory, and we shall be in the Trinity, at the summit of 
Being, Thought, and Love. This is the glory, the goal to which our 
spiritual progress tends—configuration to the Word of God. 

~ Father Reginald Garrigou-Lagrange, O.P. 
Father Garrigou-Lagrange (♰1964) was a Dominican theologian who produced 
numerous books and articles. He was the theology doctoral advisor of the future 
Saint Pope John Paul II.  
               

Source of content: us.magnificat.net 

“The most beautiful act of faith is the one made in darkness, in sacrifice, 
and with extreme effort.”                ~ Saint Padre Pio

Everyday “Miracles”: 
 Mysteries of the Seen and Unseen 

 Nearly twenty years ago, realizing that I was going to fall asleep 
before finishing my Rosary, I placed my half-prayed beads directly 
onto the nightstand, instead of in their plastic holder, and drifted off 
to slumber. 
 Upon awakening the next morning, I saw that the beads, though 
themselves dry, were sitting in a pool of dense, almost waxy-feeling 
oil. 
 The rosary had been an impulse-buy. It was hewn of rose-scented 
wooden beads and came in a case decorated with a kitschy 
illustration of St.Thérèse of Lisieux. Normally, I’d have taken a pass 
on such a purchase, but I’m a sucker for a rosy smell, and my late, 
lamented Catholic bookseller had cunningly stacked them near the 
register where people could linger and inhale and finally slip a 
scented rosary into their pile for just a few dollars more. 
 I give you these details only to emphasize how ordinary and un-
special were both the rosary and my acquisition of it, and because 
later on, the scent will become important to the story. 
 Pondering the odd puddle, I touched the oil and rubbed it 
between my fingers, expecting to smell roses. Instead I 
smelled Church—the frankincense-heavy notes that wafted through 
my own parish each Monday at Adoration and during funerals and at 
high masses. 
 It was weird, but apparently not weird enough to impress me. I 
wiped the stuff away, placed the beads back on the wood, and 
thought no more of it.  
 The next morning, the rosary was again sitting dry amid a larger 
puddle of the same substance. This time, I collected it in a small 
glass container. Strangely enough, once I had collected the oil, the 
beads exuded no more. I kept what I had collected with no sense of 
why I might need it. 
 Not long afterwards, a twelve-year-old friend of our son’s 
suffered a stroke while playing sports. Days later, he was still in a 
coma, and local parents were taking turns visiting his hospital room 
to pray with the parents and talk to the boy in hopes of rousing him. 
There was never a response. 
 When it was our turn to visit, I felt nudged somehow into 
bringing the oil and also the rosary itself, in its case. With his 
parent’s permission, I used the oil to mark the boy’s forehead, 
hands, and feet with the sign of the cross. I explained to him what I 
was doing and related the story of how the oil had come about. No 
response. 
 Then, I opened the rosary container and lifted it to his nose. 
 His eyes shot open. All of us gasped.”Do that again,” his mother 
said. 
 I raised the rose-scented beads to his nose again and once more 
he opened his eyes. “This is the first time he’s done that,” his 
mother wept. 
 His eyes remained open. I raised the beads once more and this 
time—as he stared straight ahead—the boy snatched the case from 
my hands and held them near his nose. I gave him the lid and within 
minutes   he   was  opening,  sniffing,    and   closing   the   container 
     (Continued on Page 3) 

http://us.magnificat.net
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001HTRPFQ/?tag=wordonfire-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001HTRPFQ/?tag=wordonfire-20


St. Stephen The First Martyr 
Knights of Columbus Council 16267 

Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US 

June 4-5, 2022 
     
   

    MAIL-INS:  $     80.00 
    ONLINE:   $1,033.00 
    WEEKEND:     $2,539.00 
    TOTAL:      $3,652.00 
    LAST WEEK:  $2,646.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 
S E C O N D   C O L L E C T I O N S 
Holy Father (Peter’s Pence) ~ June 25/26 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

PRAY	
+	

FAST	

for	the	protection	of	the	United	States	Supreme	
Court	Justices	and	our	Catholic	churches	that	
support	the	reversal	of	Roe	v.	Wade.		They	are	being	
harassed,	threatened,	and	persecuted	by	pro-
abortion	activists	and	need	our	full	support.	

Please	join	in	the	praying	of	the	Pro-Life	Rosary	
every	Friday	at	6:30	p.m.	at	the	St.	Stephen	
Memorial	to	the	Unborn.	Now	is	not	the	time	to	
remain	silent.		

Everyday “Miracles”:  
  Mysteries of the Seen and Unseen (Continued)         
   
  

wordlessly opening, sniffing, and closing. 
 We didn’t stay long after that, but while we were there, our patient 
continued to open the rosary case, smell the beads, and close it. 
“You can keep the rosary,” I told the still-staring boy as we said 
goodbye. There was no way I was taking them from his hands. 
 Not very long after that, he was released from the hospital. He has 
since graduated from a prestigious university and is doing well.  
 So, was the oil miraculous? His parents thought so. I’m more 
inclined to think that the powerful scent of roses stimulated his 
olfactory senses and helped rouse him. But perhaps it was a 
necessary application of both.  
 I don’t question it. God can do anything and—as Scripture and the 
saints prove—he will often use the most unexceptional tools and 
people to work his will upon the world, even a dullard who finds 
chrism-scented oil beneath rose-scented wooden beads and is too 
intrigued to leave it uncollected. 
 Though I do think God probably had a design in all of that, I 
needn’t believe it if I don’t wish to. Private revelations are not part of 
the deposit of faith, after all—Catholics may believe in both these 
small “miracles” and the well-investigated spiritual phenomena that 
beget so many pilgrimages to Lourdes or Fatima, or they may ignore 
them entirely.  
 It’s a credit to the Church that we have a deep and thorough 
process of authenticating spiritual phenomena before proclaiming it 
“worthy of belief ” or “unworthy.” So exacting is it that after 150 years 
of continuous pilgrimages (and countless healings of both a physical 
and spiritual nature), the Church only “officially” recognizes seventy 
physical healings from the spring waters at Massabielle. It is the 
insistence on investigation that gives these happenings credibility 
and protects the reputation of the Church.  

 ~ Elizabeth Scalia 
 Elizabeth Scalia is a Benedictine Oblate and author of several books 
including the award-winning Strange Gods: Unmasking the Idols in 
Everyday Life (Ave Maria Press) and Little Sins Mean a Lot (OSV ). Before 
joining the Word on Fire team as Editor-at-Large, she served as Editor-in-
Chief of the English edition of Aleteia and as Managing Editor of the 
Catholic section of Patheos.com. Elizabeth also blogs as “The Anchoress” 
at www.theanchoress.com. She is married and living on Long Island. 
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COLLEGE 
TRINITY CHANG 

JOREL FIESTA 
LA`AKEA GUM 

NICOLE HEAFNER 
LAUREN KANESHIRO 

CARLY NAKANO 

HIGH SCHOOL 
KAINALU AKI 

MICHAEL CHANG 
KOLBY YAMAMOTO 

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES

I nspiring quotes from Catholic Saints: 
“The Holy Spirit leads us like a mother. He leads His child by the 
hand…as a sighted person leads a blind person.”  

St. John Vianney 

 I do not know what will happen to me; I only know one thing for 
certain, that the Lord will never fall short of His promises. “Do not fear, I 
will make you suffer, but I will also give you the strength to suffer,” Jesus 
tells me continually. “I want your soul to be purified and tried by a daily 
hidden martyrdom”. . .”How many times,” Jesus said to me a little while 
ago, “would you have abandoned me, my son, if I had not crucified you.” St. 
Padre Pio of Pietrelcina
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Friday, June 17, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

   Healing Prayers & Blessings for:              
Lynette Calzada Ibana 

Saturday, June 18, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

     

4:00 PM 
For the Repose of the Soul of: 

 ♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰Fidelma Khoo Kwee Swee 

Healing Prayers for: 
Paula Carrington                    
Isaiah Ares Kim   

Juanita Ruis              
Ken Ryan                         

Patti & Wayne Silva 

Source of Content (Vestment colors): Ordo 2022 
Source of Content (Saints): Ordo 2022 

Source of Content (Prayer Dates & Masses): 
2022 Liturgical Desk Calendar

 Monday, June 13, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Saint Anthony of Padua, Priest 
& Doctor of the Church 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

First Birthday Blessings For: 
Harrison Christopher Westbrook 

Tuesday, June 14, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Birthday Blessings For: 
Juanita Ruis 

Wednesday, June 15, 2022 
8:00 AM 

For the Repose of the Soul of: 
♰Steve Aki 

♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 
♰George Souza 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

Thursday, June 16, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Healing Prayers for: 
Isaiah Ares Kim 

  

   Healing Prayers & Blessings for:              
Lynette Calzada Ibana 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho,  Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Patti & Wayne Silva, 

Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. Joseph & Priscilla Chang, 

Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Martin Luke, Salvador Solidum, Vickie Solidum, Al 
Tagab, Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, June 12, 2022 
   7:30 AM 

Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity 

For the Repose of the Soul of: 
♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 

♰Josefina & Honorio Bautista                    
♰Tony & Sarah Louis  
♰Francis Nagasawa 

♰Al Tagab    
                       

Healing Prayers for:             
Brittany Fujiyama 

Isaiah Ares Kim 
Preston Pacolba 

10:00 AM Mass 
For the Repose of the Soul of:                  

♰Celine &  Kenneth Asato                     
♰Vera Ashitomi        

♰Rosa Fernandez    
♰Helena Kim                            

♰Salvador Solidum 
 ♰Al Tagab  
♰Don Yee 

♰Kenneth Thomas 
♰Cora Jay 

Healing Prayers for: 
Nancy Contrades             

Sally Crowell 
Al Ibarra                  

Isaiah Ares Kim                                                                     
Jimmy Solidum                  

Mary Souza 

          


