
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  

MATTHEW 24:37-39 

NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

FIRST WEDNESDAY After Mass until 6:00 p.m. 
All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 a.m. 

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 30 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULES 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Monday~ Thursday ~ 8:00 AM 
Friday 

[Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM] 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

SAINT STEPHEN, DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of 
man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noah 
entered into the ark, and knew not until the flood came, and took them 

all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
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REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
(Continued) 

service and glory. If we do not diligently 
build a habit of becoming attentive to 
every prompting of grace in our lives, 
then we will, unquestionably, begin to 
become “drowsy” and will fall asleep, 
spiritually speaking. 
 A wonderful measure of our daily 
attentiveness to the innumerable gifts of 
grace given to us every day is to also 
consider how attentive we are to the final 
and glorious coming of Christ at the end 
of time. Just as Jesus explains, most 
people will pay little attention to this final 
coming, presuming it will not even be in 
their lifetimes. But if you have that 
attitude, then you have completely 
missed the point. The point is 
preparedness—today, tomorrow and 
always. True preparedness for the final 
coming of Christ will not only help you 
enter the mysteries of these Advent and 
Christmas seasons by which we ponder 
the first coming of Christ, it will also help 
you form a habit of daily attentiveness to 
grace.  
 Reflect, today, upon how ready you are 
for the final coming of Christ at the end 
of time. Are you ready if Christ were to 
come today? If not, understand that a lack 
of preparedness for the final coming also 
means a lack of preparedness to celebrate 
His first coming at Christmas long ago, as 
well as His daily comings by grace. 
Prepare today. Do not wait. If you do, 
God will daily transform you in ways that 
are glorious beyond comprehension. 
 My ever-present Lord, You come to us, 
day and night, calling to us, leading us 
and offering to enter our lives. Please 
help me to always be attentive to You 
and to always open my heart fully to 
Your daily coming by grace. Jesus, I trust 
in You.               (Content source: mycatholic.life) 
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MEDITATION OF THE DAY 
(Continued) 

 Advent is a season of burgeoning life, a 
season of tending life, and a season of 
becoming. This is perhaps the greatest 
theological thunderclap of Advent: that 
God, who is, who only is—who has no 
was, who has no will be—now, in the 
Incarnation, is becoming. God is doing 
something that, as God, he could not do: 
he could not change, he could not grow, 
he could not become. He simply is 
essence. He is the “is-ness” that is the 
heart of being. Now, choosing to become 
Incarnate, God, as man, can become. 
During the Advent season we commemo-
rate his becoming in the womb of a 
woman…I love to recall the word of the 
poet Sister Madeleva that I find ineffably 
dear: “In Advent I always feel that I 
should walk on tiptoe.” Indeed, in the 
wonder of Advent, we should spiritually 
walk on tiptoe, full of expectancy, full of 
wonder. 
 Great things are put before us. The 
Church becomes, even in her tenderness, 
very dramatic. “Wake up!” she says. And 
she will say this again and again in 
Advent: Get up out of this torpor, this 
stupor Wake up! Now is the time to rise 
from the spiritual sleepiness, the same 
old dreary infidelities, the same wasteful-
ness, the same old idling paths, the same 
old petty self-indulgences. Wake up!” 
 The Incarnate Word came to deliver us 
from the old slavery of sin. We all know 
how our faults enslave us…our im-
patience, our self-will, our unwilllingness 
to bear with one another’s idiosyncrasies 
and failings. And certainly we have all had 
the unhappy experience many times of 
how these things leave a very bitter taste 
in our mouths. We never have any lasting 
satisfaction from these things, and 
sometimes we have not even momentary 
satisfaction—we are unhappy in the very 
act of committing  the fault. And if getting 
our way does bring us some momentary 
satisfaction, we know how evanescent it 
is, how very quickly it goes, and the 

SAINTS OF THE WEEK 
Source: mycatholic.life 

November 30: Saint Andrew, Apostle (FEAST) 
December 3: Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 
(MEM) 
ABBREVIATIONS: Solemnity (SOL), Feast (FEAST), 
Memorial (MEM), Obligatory Memorial (OBL), 
Optional Memorial (OPT), Holy Day of Obligation 
(HO).  

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2022 

Wake Up! 
“Jesus said to his disciples: “As it was in 
the days of Noah, so it will be at the 
coming of the Son of Man. In those days 
before the flood, they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
up to the day that Noah entered the ark. 
They did not know until the flood came 
and carried them all away. So will it be 
also at the coming of the Son of Man.” 
Matthew 24:37–39 
 Are you awake? Spiritually speaking? As 
we begin the liturgical season of Advent, 
we are given the future coming of the Son 
of God to ponder. As this passage goes on, 
Jesus says, “Therefore, stay awake! For you 
do not know on which day your Lord will 
come.” 
 By the “day your Lord will come,” we 
should understand three things. The first 
coming of Christ is obviously that which 
we most clearly ponder in Advent and 
Christmas. The unity of human nature 
with divine nature, in the Person of Jesus, 
is truly awe-inspiring. But that already 
took place long ago. 
 Thus, a second coming of Christ that 
we must continually ponder is His coming 
by grace, every moment of every day of 
our lives, once we have chosen to freely 
give our lives over to His service, for His 
glory, in accord with His will. When we 
live with such an interior disposition by 
which we seek His ongoing “coming” by 
grace, then we will find that we need to 
continually “stay awake!” If we do not, 
then we can be certain that we will miss 
countless opportunities to become more 
united to Christ every day and to be used 
as an instrument of that very grace for His 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2024.37%E2%80%9339


       November 19-20, 2022 
       MAIL-INS:    $1,620.00 
       ONLINE:       $1,948.00 
       WEEKEND:  $1,377.00 
       TOTAL:         $4,945.00 
       LAST WEEK: $9,059.00 

 MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 
S E C O N D   C O L L E C T I O N 

Retired Fund for Religious 
December 10/11 

St. Stephen The First Martyr 

       Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
   George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ALOYSIUS FOOD BANK 

 Thank you to the many who have been supporting the parish 
food pantry. With your support, we recently donated 200 
pounds of cans and other non-perishable items to IHS. Thank 
you to Ian who is the young man doing all the heavy lifting and 
coordinating. 
 As Advent approaches and we begin planning for Christ’s 
coming and as we reflect on our blessings and how we can share 
our gifts, please consider helping the many brothers and sisters 
who are in need. 
 We can make a difference if we each bring a can or even better 
2 or 3 cans for the Food Pantry at every Mass this Advent.                                            
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   Knights of Columbus        ~ Council 16267 ~

MEDITATION OF THE DAY 
(Continued from Page 2) 

bitterness it leaves. This is what Christ came to deliver us from; 
he came to fill in the valleys in us and to lower the mountains in 
us.        ~ Mother Mary Francis of Our Lady, P.C.C. 
Mother Mary Francis (♰2006) was abbess of the Poor Clare Monastery of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe in Roswell, NM / From Come, Lord Jesus: 
Meditations on the Art of Waiting.  2010, Ignatius Press, San Francisco, CA. 
www.ignatius.com. Used with permission 

First Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2022 

SAVOR ADVENT 
It is the hour now for you to awake from sleep. For our salvation is 
nearer now than when we first believed. Romans 13:11

Masses at: 
8:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m.

Respect	Life 
Juanita	Ruis,	Respect	Life	Coordinator	

Advent is a time of preparation that directs our hearts 
and minds to preparing for the celebration of the 
Lord’s birth on Christmas and for Christ’s second 
coming at the end of time. During this time of 
preparation and expectant waiting, we also remember 
expectant mothers who are preparing for the birth of 
their children.  
For all the faithful:  May the Lord help us build a 
culture of life in vigilant expectation of His return.  We 
pray to the Lord.

Advent always comes just in the nick of time, doesn’t it? 
The shorter days make us want to hibernate. 

Thanksgiving can leave us feeling stuffed and uncomfortable. 
And then comes Advent—a time of hope; a time of joy; a time of 
waiting, confident in the Lord’s coming to redeem us. Advent 
rescues us from despair and darkness. Advent invites us to pray 
and ponder and drink in the familiar readings and consider how 
the lighting of each week’s candle can chase away the darkness 
in our souls. This year, don’t rush through Advent, focusing on 
the shopping and parties and everything else secular that has 
come to mean Christmas to so many. Savor Advent. For with it, 
our salvation comes nearer and nearer. 
 Holy Spirit, light a flame this Advent in my sleepy soul. 

~ Melanie Rigney 
Melanie Rigney’s numerous books include Menopause Moments: A Journal 
for Nourishing Your Mind, Body and Spirit in Midlife. 

2B1 ASK1

(Continued)

  

 As Catholics, we prepare for Christmas by celebrating the 
season of Advent in the four weeks preceding Christmas. We 
hear John the Baptist, echoing the words of the prophets of 
Israel, call us to prepare the way for the coming of the Lord in 
our own lives now, and to look for the fulfillment of his 
kingdom in the future. 
DID YOU KNOW? 
 We celebrate two great feasts of Mary during Advent. On the 
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (December 8), we 
celebrate the truth that Mary was conceived without sin. (This 
Feast does not celebrate the conception of Jesus, as many 
mistakenly believe.) 
 On the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe (December 12), we 
celebrate Mary’s appearance to the poor Indian peasant Saint 
Juan Diego in Mexico in 1531. 

ADVENT

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com
http://www.ignatius.com


Friday, December 2, 2022 
8:00 AM 

          

Saturday, December 3, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Saint Francis Xavier, Priest 

Saturday, December 3, 2022    
4:00 PM 

Repose of the Soul 
 ♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 

♰Al Ibarra     
♰James Solidum       
♰Alfredo Tagab 

Healing Prayers 
Paula Carrington                     

Juanita Ruis              
Ken Ryan             

Patti & Wayne Silva 

Source of Content (Vestment colors/Saints): Ordo 2022 
Source of Content (Prayer Dates & Masses): 

2022 Liturgical Desk Calendar

Monday, November 28, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Birthday Blessings 
Sheryl Ladrillono Dodge 

Tuesday, November 29, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Birthday Blessings 
Rev. Deacon Thomas Le Donne 

        
    

Wednesday, November 30, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Feast of Saint Andrew, Apostle 
 Repose of the Soul 

♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 
Birthday Blessings 

Kathy Steinhoff 

          
Thursday, December 1, 2022 

8:00 AM 

         

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho,  Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Patti & Wayne Silva, Carrie 

Talwar

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Stephanie Baron, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. 

Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Al Ibarra, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Martin Luke, 
James Solidum, Salvador Solidum, Vickie Solidum, Al Tagab, Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Richard Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 

Don Yee

November 27, 2022 
   7:30 AM 

First Sunday of Advent 
Repose of the Soul 

♰Celine & Kenneth Asato 
♰Sally Crowell 

♰Tony & Sarah Louis  
♰Francis Nagasawa 

♰James Solidum     ♰Alfredo Tagab 
♰Roland B. Guieb 

♰Valentina Talosa    ♰Pedro Laeno 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz 
Birthday Blessings 

Stacey Luke 
 Healing Prayers 

Brittany Fujiyama 
Preston Pacolba 

Eun Jin Kim         Isaiah Ares Kim 
Healing & Courage Prayers 

Kalei & Maddie Restivo 

10:00 A.M. Mass 
 Repose of the Soul 

♰Celine &  Kenneth Asato                                            
♰Sally Crowell   ♰Roland B. Guieb 

Healing Prayers 
Luz Abcede          Nancy Contrades 
Joel Plamenco        Efren Baria, Sr. 

     Birthday Blessings 
Efren Baria, Jr.              Nico Baria 
Quinn Baria                  Shaz Kaili 

Joe Di Condina 


