
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

  

SAINT STEPHEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
DECEMBER 11, 2022 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST WEDNESDAY After Mass until 6:00 p.m. 
All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 a.m. 

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 30 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULES 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Monday~ Thursday ~ 8:00 AM 
Friday 

[Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM] 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

SAINT STEPHEN, DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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MATTHEW 11:2-11 
We sing today the marvelous words of Saint Paul, who tells us that 

we should rejoice always… 

Gaudete        
Sunday       

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
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REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
(Continued) 

struggle with various aspects of the change 
and newness. But the Christian life is all 
about change, transformation and newness 
of life. And this is good. We must seek to 
change, be transformed, build better and 
new relationships, learn new ways of loving 
and reaching out, and become very 
comfortable with any and every new 
experience that our Lord places in our lives. 
 Reflect, today, upon any way that you have 
struggled with changes in your spiritual life. 
Oftentimes, those things we struggle with are 
actually glorious opportunities to live our 
Christian faith and charity on a new level. 
Seek out the changes God is calling you to 
embrace in your life and know that even if 
they are difficult, they are the surest pathway 
to a life of greater holiness for you. 
 Dear Lord, I know You call me to 
embrace the newness of life and the changes 
that I must endure so as to follow You more 
faithfully. Help me to be open to all that You 
call me to so that I will continually become 
a new creation in Your grace. Jesus, I trust 
in You.      (Content source: mycatholic.life) 
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Rejoice in the Lord Always 

W e sing today the marvelous words 
of Saint Paul, who tells us that we 

should rejoice always…Perhaps many 
through the centuries (and we with them) 
have puzzled over how this can be in the 
inspired words of Scripture. Can we always 
rejoice? Can we look at our world so ravaged 
by war, so wounded in many areas by 
corrosive selfishness and riddled with drugs, 
alcohol, all manner of addictions, and say, 
Rejoice always? Then we look at the Church 
herself, our Mother, and we ask how she can 
say this to us when we see how she is 
suffering. How can we pray this, how can we 
sing this when we see the Church suffering 
so much from her own, so beleaguered by 
the price of this who should be her most 
faithful members? Then we look into our 
own lives and see many things that are not 
cause for joy, and we say, how can this be? 
When we step back and look at the inspired 

MEDITATION OF THE DAY 
(Continued) 

writer himself, we may wonder how he could 
say that, he who was later to list for us 
careful ly how many t imes he was 
shipwrecked, scourged, criticized, and 
blamed. 
 This is an inspired word of Scripture, but it 
cannot be clear, it cannot even make sense if 
we leave out the words in Domino. This little 
prepositional phrase, in Domino, alone 
explains it all. Saint Paul wasn’t as happy as 
he could be that he was hunted down, that 
he was flogged, that many people were 
plotting his death, that many did not listen to 
him, that many mocked him, and that he had 
disagreements and lack of understanding 
with his own, that he was imprisoned, 
hungry and cold, often deserted by most; but 
in Domino Paul had learned the profundity 
of gaudete, and that gave him the right to be 
God’s instrument in proclaiming to us, 
Rejoice, always; I say it again, rejoice 
always in the Lord… 
 All through the centuries, all through two 
thousand years, the Church has never yet 
said, “No Gaudete Sunday this year.” Never. 
And she has been through very hard times, 
even harder than ours, and always she has 
said, Rejoice always in the Lord, in whom 
she rejoices because she belongs to him. She 
is his Bride. How do you call the Church to 
rejoice? Not in any way, but in Domino…We 
cannot rejoice totally in things, in others, or 
in myself. But we rejoice in faith. 

~Mother Mary Francis of Our Lady, P.C.C. 
Mother Mary Francis (♰2006) was abbess of the 
Poor Care Monastery of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Roswell, New Mexico. / From Come, Lord 
Jesus: Meditations on the Art of Waiting. © 2010, 
I g n a t i u s P r e s s , S a n F r a n c i s c o , C A . 
www.ignatius.com. Used with permission. 

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022 

Third Sunday of Advent 

Change and Newness in Christ 

W hen John the Baptist heard in 
prison of the works of the Christ, 
he sent his disciples to Jesus with 

this question, “Are you the one who is to 
come, or should we look for another?” 
Matthew 11:2–3 
 Why did Saint John the Baptist send his 
disciples to Jesus to ask this question? Recall 
that John had previously stated about Jesus, 
“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away 
the sin of the world” ( John 1:29). So if John 
knew that Jesus was the “Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sins of the world,” then why 
would he send his disciples to ask Jesus if He 
is the one who is to come? 
 The Church Fathers explore many reasons, 
but most arrive at the conclusion that John 
did this not because he didn’t know Who 
Jesus was, but for the sake of his disciples, so 
that they would come to follow our Lord 
once John was killed by Herod. So this was a 
way of trying to point his disciples to Jesus 
and to encourage them to embrace this new 
change in their life of faith. 
 Jesus understood the reason John sent his 
disciples to Him. As a result, Jesus gave these 
disciples what they needed so as to come to 
believe themselves. He points them to the 
works that He has done as the Christ so that 
they would be able to interpret these works 
on their own and, thus, come to the newness 
of faith. Jesus points out that the blind regain 
their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
poor have the good news proclaimed to 
them. Who could argue with such miraculous 
signs from Heaven? But Jesus goes even 
further and states something very subtle. He 
says, “And blessed is the one who takes no 
offense at me.” This line appears to be one 
way that Jesus gently reproached these 
disciples for what appears to be their own 
personal struggle with this change of spiritual 
leaders. Jesus identified a certain “offense” 
that they were dealing with. They were 
“offended” by the fact that Jesus was indeed 
increasing while John was decreasing. 
 In many ways, this is a common experience 
any time there is a change in our spiritual 

MISA DE GALLO 
(Dawn Mass) 

 The Misa de Gallo Mass begins on 
December 16, 2022, at 5:30 a.m. in the 
Chapel. Rosary will be prayed at 5:00 a.m.

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Matt%2011.2%E2%80%933
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/John%201.29


       December 3-4, 2022 
       MAIL-INS:      $   395.00 
       ONLINE:         $1,780.00 
       WEEKEND:    $1,946.00 
       TOTAL:           $4,121.00 
       LAST WEEK: $4,373.00 

 MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

S E C O N D   C O L L E C T I O N 
Retired Fund for Religious 

December 10/11 

St. Stephen The First Martyr 

       Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
   George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ALOYSIUS FOOD BANK 

        As Christmas approaches and we begin planning 
for Christ’s coming and as we reflect on our blessings and how we can 
share our gifts, please consider helping the many brothers and sisters 
who are in need. 
 We can make a difference if we each bring a can or even better 2 or 
3 cans for the Food Pantry at every Mass.                                            
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   Knights of Columbus        ~ Council 16267 ~

The Unimaginable Glory of God 
Yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

Matthew 11:11  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus praises John the Baptist as the greatest 
of the Old Testament prophets. Yet, Jesus adds this enigmatic 
comment, “yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he.” Is Jesus downplaying John’s status? 
 Rather, Jesus is shifting our focus away from John onto himself and 
us. As great as the Old Testament is, and the holy men and women 
who are featured in it, this holiness is a pale reflection of the over-
whelming glory of Jesus and the Kingdom of God. 
 I often think of how our human minds have so little grasp of the 
glory of God that we will encounter in the Kingdom. We simply can-
not imagine the infinite beauty, love and sanctity that is God. 
 You and I are so very privileged, through the person of Jesus, to 
be offered a place in that Kingdom. We will spend an eternity giving 
thanks to God, and even that will not be enough.      

~ Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti 

Masses at: 
8:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m.

Celebrating JOY 
during Advent. 

During the season of 
Advent, we await the 
celebration of Christ’s 
birth and His coming 
again at the end of 
time. Over four weeks 

2B1 ASK1

we prepare our hearts for Christmas in penitential reflection. But in 
the middle of the season, Gaudete Sunday calls us to rejoice in hope!  
What does Gaudete (Gow-day-tay) mean? 
 Gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin. 
Why do we light a pink candle on Gaudete 
Sunday? 
 The Catholic Church uses the color rose to indicate a joyful feast 
day or holiday. Gaudete Sunday’s counterpart in Lent is Laetare 
Sunday, another break in penance to rejoice in hope as we approach 
Easter. During both days, a priest will usually wear rose vestments. 
A note on Advent wreaths… 
 In the Christian tradition, Advent wreaths are as beautiful as they 
are symbolic. These evergreen wreaths are shaped in a perfect circle 
to symbolize the eternity of God. Advent wreaths have four candles 
that remind us that Christ is the light of the world. 
 One of the candles is rose or pink. We light it on Gaudete 
Sunday, the third Sunday in Advent, to represent joy and anticipation 
of Christmas.          Content source: catholicextension.org 

Did you know? “X-mas” isn’t really an attempt to “X” Christ out of 
Christmas. In Greek, “X” is the letter “chi,” the first letter of 
“Christ” and a commonly abbreviated  way the easy Christians 
referred to Christ. 

HOW TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS 
   Go to Mass 
 At Christmas, we celebrate God’s gift of Jesus to the world. When 
we celebrate “Christ’s Mass, “ this gift is offered to us through Jesus’ 
Real Presence in the Eucharist. Receiving Jesus in the Eucharist on 
Christmas, a holy day of obligation, is the moment toward which all of 
our preparations have brought us. 

NEXT WEEK ON “HOW TO CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS”: 
Set Up a Nativity Scene

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com
http://catholicextension.org


Friday, December 16, 2022 
5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

  Misa de Gallo 
          

Birthday Blessings 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil 

Fr. Shay Auerbach 

Saturday, December 17, 2022 
5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

  Misa de Gallo 

Saturday, December 17, 2022 

   
4:00 PM 

Repose of the Soul 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 

♰Al Ibarra     
♰James Solidum       
♰Alfredo Tagab 

Healing Prayers 
Paula Carrington                     

Juanita Ruis              
Ken Ryan             

Patti & Wayne Silva 

Birthday Remembrance 
♰Alexander Farm 

Monday, December 12, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe    

Tuesday, December 13, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Saint Lucy of Syracuse, Virgin & 
Martyr 

   

Wednesday,December 14, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Saint John of the Cross, Priest & 
Doctor of the Church 

 Repose of the Soul 
♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 

          

Thursday, December 15, 2022 
8:00 AM 

         

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho,  Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Patti & Wayne Silva, Carrie 

Talwar
♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰

Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Stephanie Baron, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Al Ibarra, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Martin 

Luke,, Salvador Solidum, Vickie & James Solidum, Al Tagab, Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Richard Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 
Don Yee

December 11, 2022 
   7:30 AM 

Third Sunday of Advent 
Saint Damasus I, Pope 

Repose of the Soul                
♰Tony & Sarah Louis  
♰Francis Nagasawa 
♰James Solidum 
♰Alfredo Tagab 

♰Imelda Dela Cruz 
♰Roland B. Guieb 
♰Pedro Laeno 
♰Lee Myers 

 Healing Prayers 
Brittany Fujiyama 

Eun Jin Kim 
Isaiah Ares Kim 
Preston Pacolba 

10:00 A.M. Mass 
Healing Prayers 

Luz Abcede                   
Nancy Contrades  

          

Birthday Blessings 
Yuna Lui                  

                         


