
                                                                 

 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST WEDNESDAY After Mass until 6:00 p.m. 
All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 a.m. 

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 30 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULES 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Monday~ Thursday ~ 8:00 AM 
Friday 

[Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM] 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

SAINT STEPHEN, DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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MATTHEW 1:18-24 
… and they shall name him Emmanuel, 

which means “God is with us.” 

SAINT STEPHEN FIRST MARTYR 
CATHOLIC CHURCH 
DECEMBER 18, 2022

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/


REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
(Continued).          (Content source: mycatholic.life) 
provides us with inspiration for our own call-
ings in life. Joseph inspires us to face any and 
every mystery in life that we encounter with 
the utmost trust in God. God’s wisdom and 
ways are always far beyond ours. Very often 
in life, God will call us to walk an unknown 
and mysterious path. Life does not always 
make perfect sense from a purely rational 
perspective. Very often, we must allow our 
human reason to be be informed and led by 
God’s supernatural plan. For each of us, this 
mysterious path will be different. But if we 
are to walk by the same faith that Saint 
Joseph had, then we must always be willing 
to accept the most sublime mysteries in life 
and allow God’s revealing Word to clarity 
them. 
 Reflect, today, upon any way that you feel 
challenged by life’s circumstances. What 
tempts you to doubt, to be confused, or to 
feel uncertain? What is it that requires 
supernatural knowledge on your part to 
embrace? If God the Father chose to bring 
forth His divine Son in such a mysterious 
way, then we should not be surprised when 
God calls us to embrace similar mysteries in 
life. Walk by faith. Be inspired by Saint 
Joseph. Say “Yes” to that which God is asking 
of you. As you do, you will find that you will 
begin to walk down the most glorious road 
you can walk. 
 Most glorious Saint Joseph, you were a 
man of true righteousness and integrity. You 
were open to the inspired gift of faith and 
chose to walk by that faith as you faced the 
greatest of mysteries. Please pray for me that 
I may learn from you and be inspired to 
imitate the life that you lived. Saint Joseph, 
pray for us. Jesus, I trust in You. 

Saint Joseph’s Trust 
 Saint Joesph’s whole life may be summed 
up as a continual adherence to the divine 
plan, even in situations which were very 
obscure and mysterious to him. 
 In our life, too,  there is always some 
mystery, either because God is pleased to 
work in a hidden, secret manner or because 

MEDITATION OF THE DAY 
(Continued) 

action is always incomprehensible to our 
poor human intelligence. Therefore, we need  
that glance of faith, that complete confidence 
which, relying on the infinite goodness of 
God, convinces us that he always and in all 
circumstances wills our good and disposes 
everything to that end. Only this loving trust 
will permit us, like Joseph, always to say our 
yes to every manifestation of the divine will, a 
humble prompt, trustful yes, in spite of the 
obscurities, the difficulties, the mystery…. 
God made use of the angels to make his will 
known to Joseph; to manifest it to us he 
makes use of our superiors who, like the 
angels, are his messengers and envoys. Let us 
obey with the simplicity of Saint Joseph, 
understanding that God can employ any 
person or circumstance to make us know 
and execute his divine will, just as he used 
Caesar’s edict to bring Joseph to Bethlehem, 
where Jesus was to be born. The Roman 
Emperor had far different intentions, but 
God utilized this political act to carry out the 
plan of the Incarnation. God always governs 
and directs all things toward the fulfillment 
of his will. 
 Another characteristic of Saint Joseph’s 
Life was his entire consecration to the 
mission entrusted to him by God. Joseph did 
not live for himself and his own interests, but 
only for God, whom he served in Jesus and 
Mary. Thus he is the true model of interior 
souls, of souls who desire to live totally for 
God and with God, in the accomplishment of 
the mission they have received from him. 
 O dear Saint Joseph, I place myself, then, 
with full confidence under your protection. 
Teach me to live as you did, in faith and 
abandonment to God; teach me to live solely 
for him, by consecrating myself entirely to his 
service. 

  ~ Father Gabriel of Saint Mary Magdalen, O.C.D. 
Father Gabriel of Saint Mary Magdalen (♰1952) 
was Belgian Carmelite priest, teacher, and 
spiritual director. / From Divine Intimacy: 
Meditations on the Interior Life for Every Day of 
the Liturgical Year: Translated by the Discalced 
Carmelite Nuns of Boston from the original Italian 
edition Intimate Divine del P. Gabrielle di S. Maria 
Maddalena. © Monastero S . Giuseppe, 
Carmelitane Scalze. Published by Baronius Press, 
www.barfoniuspress.com. Used with permission. 

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2022 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Embracing the Mysteries of Life 
 “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to 
take Mary your wife into your home. For it is 
through the Holy Spirit the this child has 
been conceived in her. She will bear a son 
and you are to name him Jesus, because he 
will save his people from their sins.” 

Matthew 1:20-21 

A s we begin the Fourth Week of Advent, 
we focus ever more directly upon the 

miracle that took place over 2,000 years ago. 
The passage quoted above presents us with 
the words of the angel of the Lord who spoke 
to Joseph in a dream. This was one of four 
dreams that Joseph had in which an angel 
spoke to him concerning the Christ Child. 
 Saint Joseph is described in Matthew’s 
Gospel as “a righteous man” who was 
unwilling to expose his betrothed wife, Mary, 
to shame. We know the story well. Mary 
became pregnant after being betrothed to 
Joseph but before they lived together, and 
Joseph didn’t understand how this happened. 
Mary’s virtue and goodness would have 
appeared to contradict the possibility of her 
becoming pregnant when she did. Joseph was 
planning on doing what he thought was the 
honorable thing. He decided to divorce her 
quietly so that she would not endure public 
shame. 
 But God’s plan was so much greater than 
what Joseph could initially comprehend. The 
Incarnation of the Son of God within the 
womb of his betrothed required supernatural 
understanding. And that’s what Joseph was 
given. Though he had a dream in which an 
angel spoke to him, a dream was not enough. 
The dream also needed to be accompanied 
by the gift of supernatural knowledge. Joseph 
listened in the dream and believed by the 
interior revelation of faith that this incredible 
reality was true. This Child was indeed 
conceived by the Holy Spirit within the 
virginal womb of his betrothed, and Joseph 
accepted his God-given responsibility. 
 Joseph’s witness is one to ponder and be 
inspired by. First, it’s essential that we ponder 
the story as it happened and be inspired by 
God’s singularly unique plan by which He 
took on our human nature. But Joseph also 
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       December 10-11, 2022 
              $6,708.50 
       ONLINE:        $2,171.00 
       WEEKEND:   $1,505.00 
       TOTAL:          $10,384.50 
       LAST WEEK: $4,121.00 

 MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

St. Stephen The First Martyr 

       Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
   George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ALOYSIUS FOOD BANK 

        As Christmas approaches and we begin planning 
for Christ’s coming and as we reflect on our blessings and how we can 
share our gifts, please consider helping the many brothers and sisters 
who are in need. 
 We can make a difference if we each bring a can or even better 2 or 
3 cans for the Food Pantry at every Mass.                                            
           Mahalo!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

   Knights of Columbus        ~ Council 16267 ~

I Need Jesus 
She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will 
save his people from their sins…Matthew 11:11  

W hen it’s my turn to manage an event, speak, teach or even 
turn in a big project, I don’t feel consciously nervous. But 

then afterward, the release and relief I feel betrays that maybe, just 
maybe I didn’t know how nervous I actually was. Maybe you’ve 
experienced this too, in other ways: I didn’t know how tired I was! I 
didn’t realize how hungry I was! 
 Advent is time to take stock of emptiness, of sin, of misdirection in 
our journey. The Scriptures, prayers and images of these weeks have 
perhaps revealed something to us: I didn’t realize how much I need 
Jesus. 
 But he knows, of course. And here he is, God with us, come to 
save us from our sins that we’ve ignored or hidden and the desire for 
peace that perhaps we didn’t realize can only be found in him. 
 Jesus, only you can fill my heart.           

~ Amy Wellborn 
Author of more than 30 books on Catholic spirituality, Amy Wellborn lives 
in Birmingham, AL, with the youngest of her five children.  

2B1 ASK1

“As the family goes, so goes the nation and so goes the world 
in which we live.”         ~ Pope John Paul II

Respect	Life	
Juanita	Ruis,	Respect	Life	Coordinator	

INTERCESSION FOR THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT	
For	all	parents	awaiting	the	birth	of	their	child:		May	
they	look	to	the	Blessed	Mother	and	Saint	Joseph	and	
follow	their	example	of	cherishing	and	protecting	
human	life.	
We	pray	to	the	Lord. 	 	 														  usccb.org	

ADVENT	PRAYER	FOR	LIFE	
God	of	Life,		

We	rejoice	in	the	promise	of	your	coming.		
You	have	sent	your	Son,	born	in	Bethlehem.		

He	is	the	Prince	of	Peace,	and		
The	one	in	whose	name	all	oppression	shall	cease.		

May	we	welcome	his	coming	each	day		
And	prepare	for	his	coming	at	the	end	of	time.		
May	we	build	a	culture	that	welcomes	him		
By	welcoming	every	child,	born	and	unborn.		

We	pray	through	the	same	Christ	our	Lord.	Amen	
																																										priestsforlife.org	

HOW TO CELEBRATE 
CHRISTMAS (Continued) 

SET UP A NATIVITY SCENE 
 The Nativity scene, or crèche (“crib” in 
French) was popularized by Saint Francis 

of Assisi in the 13th century. Many families put out most of the 
Nativity scene before Christmas, but wait until December 25 to place 
the Baby Jesus in the manger, and until the Feast of the Epiphany to 
arrange the Magi. 

RAISE THE CHRISTMAS TREE 
 The Christmas tree—especially a real one—is an 
evergreen, symbolic of God’s eternal love as well as the 
tree in the Garden of Eden, the beginning of the 
brokenness that Jesus came to heal. A prayer around the 
tree helps bring this meaning to life. Waiting to put up 
the tree until a week or so before Christmas and leaving 

it up until the end of the Christmas season reminds us of this, too. 
 Many other plants can have a role in Christmas celebrations: 
Poinsettias, holly, rosemary, Star of Bethlehem, and the Christmas 
Rose all have rich symbolic and legendary connections with the 
Nativity that any family would enjoy exploring. 

LET LIGHTS SHINE 
 On Christmas Eve, we read from the first chapter 
of John’s Gospel about the light that “shines in the 
darkness.” Our celebrations of Christmas are 
marked by all kinds of lights: lights on our houses 
and trees, in our churches, a white Christmas 

candle in the middle of our Advent wreath, all 
announcing the Good News that we are now “children of the light.”

M E R R Y      C H R I S T M A S
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Thursday, December 22, 2022 
5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

Repose of the Soul 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz  

♰Pedro Laeno                   ♰Valentino Talosa 

Friday, December 23, 2022 
5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

Saint John of Kanty, Priest 
Repose of the Soul 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz  

♰Pedro Laeno                   ♰Valentino Talosa 
        

Saturday, December 24, 2022 
5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

   

Saturday, December 24, 2022 
5:30 PM (Rosary at 5:00 p.m.) 
Christmas Eve ~ Vigil Mass 

Solemnity of the Nativity Of The Lord 

Repose of the Soul 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 

♰Al Ibarra                       
♰James Solidum                ♰Alfredo Tagab 

♰Imelda Dela Cruz  
♰Pedro Laeno                   ♰Valentino Talosa 

Healing Prayers 
2Healing Prayers 

Paula Carrington                    Juanita Ruis              
Ken Ryan                      Patti & Wayne Silva 

Sunday December 25, 2022 
  MIDNIGHT MASS 

12:00 AM 
Christmas Day Mass 

9:30 AM

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho,  Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, Patti & Wayne Silva, 

Carrie Talwar
♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰

Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Stephanie Baron, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Al Ibarra, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Martin 

Luke,, Salvador Solidum, Vickie & James Solidum, Al Tagab, Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Richard Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, 
Don Yee

Sunday December 18, 2022 
   5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Repose of the Soul                

♰Tony & Sarah Louis           ♰Francis Nagasawa 
♰James Solidum             ♰Alfredo Tagab 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz          ♰Pedro Laeno 

♰Lee Myers                         ♰Valentino Talosa 
23rd Anniversary Remembrance 

♰Zacarias Baron 
Healing Prayers 

Brittany Fujiyama                     Eun Jin Kim                      
Isaiah Ares Kim                               Preston Pacolba 

10:00 AM Mass  
Healing Prayers 

Luz Abcede                       Nancy Contrades 

Monday, December 19, 2022 
5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

Repose of the Soul 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz                       ♰Pedro Laeno 

♰Valentino Talosa 
Wedding Anniversary Blessings (52 years)                  

Pat & Fred Basilio 

Tuesday, December 20, 2022 
5:30 AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

Repose of the Soul 
♰Ignacio Q. Babauta      ♰Imelda Dela Cruz 
♰Pedro Laeno                    ♰Valentino Talosa 

Wednesday, December 21, 2022 
5:30AM (Rosary at 5:00 a.m.) 

Saint Peter Canisius, Priest & Doctor of the Church 
Repose of the Soul 

♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz  

♰Pedro Laeno 
♰Valentino Talosa
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