
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

  

SAINT STEVEN FIRST MARTYR CATHOLIC CHURCH 
DECEMBER 25, 2022 

FIRST WEDNESDAY After Mass until 6:00 p.m. 
All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 a.m. 

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULES 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Monday~ Thursday ~ 8:00 AM 
Friday 

[Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM] 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

D E A C O N  &  F I R S T  M A R T Y R 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
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… Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they 
shall name him Emmanuel. 

Which means “God is with us!”

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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For Us a Child is Born 

F
or to us a child is born, to us a son is given. We often hear 
it said that the greatest joy in life is the birth of a child. It is 
something extraordinary and it changes everything. It 

brings an excitement that makes us think nothing of weariness, dis-
comfort, and sleepless nights, for it fills us with a great incomparable 
happiness. That is what Christmas is: the birth of Jesus is the newness 
that enables us to be reborn each year and to find in him the strength 
needed to face every trial. Why? Because his birth is for us—for me, 
for you, for all of us, for everyone. For is a word that appears again 
and again on this holy night: For us a child is born, Isaiah prophesied. 
For us is born this day a Savior, we repeated in the Psalm. Jesus gave 
himself for us, Saint Paul tells us. And in the Gospel the angel 
proclaims: For to you is born this day a Savior. For me, for you. 
 Yet what do those words—for us—really mean? The Son of God, 
the one who is holy by nature, came to make us, as God’s children, 
holy by grace. Dear sister, dear bother, never be discouraged. Are you 
tempted to feel you were a mistake? God tells you, “No, you are my 
child!” Do you have a feeling of failure or inadequacy, the fear that 
you will never emerge from the dark tunnel of trial? God says to you, 
“Have courage, I am with you.” He does this not in words, but by 
making himself a child with you and for you. In this way, he reminds 
you that the starting point of all rebirth is the recognition that we are 
children of God. This is the undying heart of our hope, the 
incandescent core that gives warmth and meaning to our life. 
Underlying all our strengths and weaknesses, stronger than all our 
past hurts and failures, or our fears and concerns about the future, 
there is this great truth: we are beloved sons and daughters. God’s 
love for us does not, and never will, depend upon us. It is completely  
free love. Today cannot be explained in any other way: it is purely 
grace. The gift is completely free, unearned by any of us, pure grace. 
Saint Paul tells us, the grace of God has appeared. Nothing is more 
precious than this. To us a son is given. The Father did not give us a 
thing, an object; he gave his own only-begotten Son, who is all his joy. 
                       ~ Pope Francis 
His Holiness Pope Francis was elected to the See of Saint Peter in 2013. / 
From Homily at Midnight Mass, Christmas 2020. Used with permission of 
the Libreria Editrice Vatican. www.vatican.va 

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2022 (www.mycatholic.life) 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 
Pondering the Birth of Christ 

  So they went in haste  and  found  Mary  and  Joseph, and  the 
  infant  lying in the  manger.  When  they  saw  this,  they  made 
  known the message that had been told them about this child.    
  All who heard it were amazed by what had been told  them  by 
  the shepherds.  And Mary  kept all  these  things,  reflecting on 
  them in her heart. Luke 2:16-19 

M
erry Christmas! Our Advent preparations have been 
completed, and we are now invited by our Lord to enter into 
the glorious celebration of His birth! 

 How well do you understand the awe-inspiring mystery of 
Christmas? How fully do you comprehend the significance of God 
becoming a human, born of a virgin? Though many are quite familiar 
with the beautiful and humble story of the birth of the Savior of the 
World, that familiarity can have the surprising negative effect of 
keeping our intellect from deeply probing the depths of the meaning 
of what we celebrate. 
 Notice the last line of the Gospel passage quoted above: “And Mary 
kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” What a beautiful 
line to ponder this Christmas Day. Mother Mary was the one person 
who would have understood the mystery of the birth of her Son, the 
Son of God, the Savior of the World, far more deeply than anyone else. 
It was to her that the Archangel Gabriel appears, announcing her 
pregnancy and His birth. It was her who carried her Son, the Son of 
God, in her Immaculate womb for nine months. It was to her that 
Elizabeth, her cousin, cried out, “Most blessed are you among women, 
and blessed is the fruit of your womb” (Luke 1:42). It was Mary who 
was the Immaculate Conception, the one who was preserved from all 
sin throughout her life. And it was her who gave birth to this Child, 
carried Him in her arms and nursed Him at her breast. Our Blessed 
Mother, more than any other, understood the incredible event that 
had taken place in her life. 
 But, again, the Gospel above says that “Mary kept all these things, 
reflecting on them in her heart.” One thing this tells us is that even 
Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of God, needed time to 
ponder, reflect and savor this most holy mystery. She never doubted, 
but her faith continually deepened, and her heart pondered the 

LIVING FAITH ~ ‘MAKING READY’ (Continued) 
perspective? All this effort at making ready aims to give honor to the 
event we celebrate. Never to be missed, though, is that God is the one 
who makes ready the receptive heart and womb of the Virgin. It is God 
who disarms our pride by becoming so touchingly vulnerable.. It is 
God who restores and elevates our humanity by becoming one of us. 
 We best make ready by contemplating in silence this great mystery. 

 ~ Fr. Dennis Gallagher, A.A. 

Saturday, December 24, 2022 

Making Ready
…the dawn from on high shall break upon us … Luke 1:78  

The time is at hand. Into a world of broken promises and 
failed attempts to go it alone, the God who is unfailingly true 

to his promises comes to our rescue. With love beyond all telling, 
the eternal God pitches his tent with us.  
 If our hurried preparations leave us spent, how can we gain 

http://www.vatican.va
http://www.mycatholic.life


June 11-12, 2022 
     
   

    MAIL-INS:  $1,020.00 
    ONLINE:   $2,110.00 
    WEEKEND:     $5,520.00 
    TOTAL:      $8,650.00 
    LAST WEEK:  $10,384.50 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their 

time, talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 

Are we Amazed?

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

"It is Christmas every time you let God love others 
through you ... yes, it is Christmas every time you 
smile at your brother and offer him your hand." 
   St. Teresa of Calcu0a

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY (Continued from Page 2) 
unfathomable and incomprehensible mystery of the Incarnation. 
 Another thing this tells us that there is no end to the depth of the 
“pondering” to which we must commit ourselves if we want to enter 
more deeply into the mystery of the birth of the Son of God. Reading 
the story, setting up a nativity scene, sharing Christmas cards, 
attending Mass and the like are central to a holy celebration of 
Christmas. But “pondering” and “reflecting,” especially during prayer 
and especially at the Christmas Mass, will have the effect of drawing us 
ever deeper into this Mystery of our Faith. 
 Reflect, today, with our Blessed Mother. Ponder the Incarnation. 
Place yourself into the scene of that first Christmas. Hear the sounds 
of the town. Smell the smells of the stable. Watch as the shepherds 
come forth in adoration. And enter the mystery more fully, 
acknowledging that the more you know about the mystery of 
Christmas, the more you know how little you actually know and 
understand. But the humble realization is the first step to a deeper 
understanding of what we celebrate this day. 
 Lord, I gaze at the wonder of Your birth. You Who are God, the 
Second Person of the Most Holy Trinity, God from God and Light from 
Light, became one of us, a humble child, born of a virgin and laid in 
a manger. Help me to ponder this glorious event, to reflect upon the 
mystery with awe and to more fully grasp the meaning of what You 
have done for us. I thank You, dear Lord, for this glorious celebra-
tion of Your birth into the world. Jesus, I trust in You.

M  E  R  R  Y      C  H  R  I  S  T  M  A  S

All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by the 
shepherds. ….Luke 2:18 

F
rom the birth of Jesus onward, a response of astonishment, 
wonder and sometimes bewilderment accompanied those 
associated with his presence. All through the Gospels, we 
continually read about this response. People are “amazed” 

when the shepherds tell them about the angels’ message and having 
seen the new born Child. Mary and Joseph are “amazed at what was 
said about him” (Luke 2:33) when Simeon foretells the future of 
Jesus. When this twelve-year-old sits among the knowledgeable rabbis 
in the Temple, they are “astounded at his understanding and his 
answers” (Luke 2:47). And so it continues throughout his life. 
Whenever Jesus goes, whatever he does. It results in people’s awe 
and surprise. 
 What about us on this feast day commemorating his birth? What is 
our response to this person of great love who came and dwelt among 
us? Are we amazed?              ~ Sr. Joyce Rupp, O.S.M. 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
7:30 & 10:00 AM 

Feast of Mary, Mother of God; 
Feast of the Holy Family 

Happy New Year! 2023 

H A P P Y    N E W    Y E A R



Wednesday, December 28, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Feast of the Holy Innocents, Martyrs 
Repose of the Soul: 

♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 

Thursday, December 29, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph; 

Saint Thomas Becket, Bishop & Martyr 

Friday, December 30, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Healing Prayers: 
Isaiah Ares Kim           

Eun Jin Kim 
    

Saturday, December 31, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Saint Sylvester I, Pope 

4:00 PM 
Repose of the Soul: 

♰Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰Al Ibarra                       

♰James Solidum                 
♰Alfredo Tagab 
Healing Prayers: 

Paula Carrington                    
Juanita Ruis              

Ken Ryan                         
Patti & Wayne Silva 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho,  Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, 

Patti & Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. 

Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Al Ibarra, Ron Kano, Betty 
Lowe, Martin Luke, Salvador Solidum, Vickie Solidum, Al Tagab, Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement 

Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, December 25, 2022 
   9:30 AM 

The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Day) 

Repose of the Soul: 
♰Tony & Sarah Louis        
♰Francis Nagasawa 
♰Salvador Solidum              

♰Alfredo Tagab 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz 

♰Pedro Laeno 
♰Lee Myers 

♰Soon Ja Teresa Noh                                   
♰Valentino Talosa 

Healing Prayers:             
Nancy Contrades 

Eun Jin Kim                      
Isaiah Ares Kim                     

            

Monday, December 26, 2022 
8:00 AM 

Feast of Saint Stephen, the First Martyr 

Birthday Blessings: 
Olivia Houle           

Tuesday, December 27, 2022 
8:00 AM 

St. John the Apostle and Evangelist 
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