
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

SAINT STEVEN FIRST MARTYR CATHOLIC CHURCH 
JANUARY 1, 2023 

FIRST WEDNESDAY After Mass until 6:00 p.m. 
All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 a.m. 

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULES 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Monday~ Thursday ~ 8:00 AM 
Friday 

[Communion Service Only, 8:00 AM] 
Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

D E A C O N  &  F I R S T  M A R T Y R 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
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The Dignity and Power of the Mother of God 

D
ivine motherhood is an immense power in the world of 
grace, the greatest power after the redemptive power of 
Christ. You are beautiful, O my love, sweet and comely as 

Jerusalem, terrible as an army set in array (Sgs 6:4). These words, 
expressing at the same time the greatest human endearment and an 
overwhelming sense of irresistible warlike power, have been always 
applied to the blessed Mother of God by the Christian liturgy. 
 The idea of immense power in connection with divine mother-
hood is distinctly a most Catholic frame of mind. Nothing is more 
natural to us than to give the Mother of God those very titles which 
we give to God our Redeemer: Salve, Regina, Mater misericordiae, 
vita, dulcedo, et spes nostra. We call her the Mother of mercy, we call 
her life, we call her sweetness, we call her our hope. We know that 
Christ is to us the Author of mercy, that he is to us Life, Sweetness 
and Hope in a higher—in an infinitely higher—sense than Mary is… 
Christ’s redemption, being the act of God, is the ultimate cause and 
source of all grace…But we say that in Mary there is something 
which is truly infinite: her dignity as the Mother of God. Saint Albert 
the Great has the following delightful phrase in a commentary on the 
Annunciation portion of the Gospel. Rendered freely, the passage 
says that “Mary’s Son gives infinitude to his Mother’s excellency, 
there being also in the tree that produces the fruit some of that 
infinite perfection that belongs properly to the fruit.” 
 In practice the Catholic Church looks upon the Mother of God as 
being an unbounded power in the realm of grace; in virtue of her 
divine motherhood Mary is simply the vastest, the most efficient, the 
most universal supernatural power in heaven and on earth, outside 
the three divine Persons.                   
                  ~ Dom Anscar Vonier, O.S.B. 
Dom Vonier (♰1938) was Abbot of Buckfast Abbey in Devon, England. / 
From The Divine Motherhood. 2014, Assumption Press, Assumption, IL. All 
rights 

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY 
SUNDAY,  JANUARY 1, 2023 (www.mycatholic.life) 

The Mother of Jesus is the Mother of God 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Mother of God 

  And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.  
Luke 2:19 

T
oday, January 1, we complete our octave celebration of 
Christmas Day. It’s an often overlooked liturgical fact that we 
celebrate Christmas Day for eight straight days. We do this 

also with Easter Day, which concludes with the great celebration of 
Divine Mercy Sunday. 
 On this, the eighth day of the Octave of Christmas, we turn our 
focus to the unique and beautiful fact that God chose to enter our 
world through a human mother. Mary is called the “Mother of God” 
for the simple fact that her Son is God. She was not the mother of her 
Son’s flesh alone, nor the mother only of His human nature. This is 
because the Person of Jesus, the Son of God, is one Person. And that 
one Person took on flesh within the womb of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 Though becoming the Mother of God was a pure gift from Heaven 
and not something that Mother Mary merited on her own, there was 
one particular quality that she had that made her uniquely qualified to 
fulfill this role. That quality was her immaculate nature. 
 First, Mother Mary was preserved from all sin when she was 
conceived within the womb of her mother, Saint Anne. This special 
grace was a grace that was imparted to her from the future life, death 
and resurrection of her Son. It was the grace of salvation, but God 
chose to take that gift of grace and transcend time to impart it to her 
at the moment of her conception, thus making her the perfect and 
pure instrument necessary to bring forth God into the world. 
 Second, Mother Mary remained faithful to this gift of grace 
throughout her life, never choosing to sin, never wavering, never 
turning from God. She remained immaculate throughout her life. 
Interestingly, it is this choice of hers, to forever remain obedient to the 
will of God in every way, that makes her more fully the Mother of God 
than the simple act of bearing Him within her womb. Her act of 
perfect unity with the will of God throughout her life makes her, also, 
the perfect mother of divine grace and mercy and perpetually the 
spiritual Mother of God, continually and perfectly bringing Him into 
our world. 
 Reflect, today, upon these most solemn mysteries of our faith. This 
eighth day of the Octave of Christmas is a solemn celebration, a 
celebration worthy of our pondering. The Scripture above reveals not 
only how our blessed Mother approached this mystery but also how 
we are to approach it. She “kept all these things, reflecting on them in 
her heart.” Ponder these mysteries, also, in your own heart and allow 

LIVING FAITH ~ ‘God & I Have the Same 
Mother’ (Continued) 

incarnation, we can say with confidence that God and humanity have 
the same mother. 
 I find great delight in prayer addressing Mary as mother. I suspect 
that God finds delight in doing the same. 

~ Msgr. Stephen J. Rossetti  

Saturday, January 1, 2023 
God & I Have the Same Mother

All who heard it were amazed by what had been told them by 
the shepherds. … Luke 2:18  

In my prayer recently, I spontaneously exclaimed to God, “You and 
I have the same mother!” After, I felt a little sheepish. Who am I to 

say such a bold thing to God? It sounded a little blasphemous. 
 But, on the Cross Jesus gave us, in the person of John, Mary as our 
mother. Moreover, at the Council of Ephesus, the Church solemnly 
proclaimed Mary to be the “Mother of God.” Mary is rightly called 
both the “Mother of God” and our mother. 
 As astounding as this sounds, it is rooted in the astounding reality 
of God becoming flesh in the person of Jesus. Because of the 

http://www.mycatholic.life


 

DECEMBER 24-25, 2022 
     
   

    MAIL-INS:  $  940.00 
    ONLINE:   $1,505.00 
    WEEKEND:     $5,051.00 
    TOTAL:      $7,496.00 
    LAST WEEK:  $8,650.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their 

time, talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

March for Life Mass 
Thursday, January 19, 2023 

St. Theresa Co-Cathedral 
6 p.m. followed by Holy Hour of AdoraBon 

Celebrant:  Bishop Larry Silva 

March for Life 9 Days Novena 
with USCCB 

January 19 – 27, 2023 

March for Life March 
Friday, January 20, 2023 

State Capitol 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

REFLECTIONS OF THE DAY (Continued from Page 2) 
grace of this holy celebration to fill you with joy and gratitude. 
 Dearest Mother Mary, you were graced with a grace beyond any 
other. You were preserved from all sin and remained perfectly 
obedient to the will of God throughout your life. As a result, you 
became the perfect instrument of the Savior of the World by 
becoming His mother, the Mother of God. Pray for me that I may 
ponder this great mystery of our faith this day and ever more deeply 
rejoice in the incomprehensible beauty of your motherly soul. Mother 
Mary, the Mother of God, pray for us.  Jesus, I trust in You.

H  A  P  P  Y        N  E  W      Y  E  A  R

S E C O N D    C O L L E C T I O N 
Church in Latin America & Indian Missions 

January 21/22

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
   Knights of Columbus        ~ Council 16267 ~ 

       Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
   George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US 

2B1 ASK1

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD 
No one knew Jesus like Mary 
No one falls in love with a nature. We fall in love with a 

person. A woman loves a man, not mankind. And a mother pinches 
the pudgy little cheeks of a newborn baby, not the cheeks of a 
newborn nature. Saint Mary gave birth to a little person, a baby, 
unlike any other. In that little person, a human nature united with a 

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD (Continued) 
divine nature at the moment of conception. So 
Mary was the mother of the person Jesus, and the 
person Jesus had two natures, one fully human and 
the other fully divine. Saint Mary was, then, the 
mother of Jesus’ human nature and of His divine 
nature. She was both the mother of a man and the 
mother of God. Two false extremes must be 
identified and rejected here. Jesus was not really 

and truly only a God who just faked being a man. Nor was He really a 
man who just pretended to be a God. Jesus the man did not wear His 
divinity like a cloak that He could remove from His shoulders when 
He walked in the door. And the Son of God did not wear a fleshy 
human mask to conceal the radiance of His real divine face. Jesus was 
fully God and fully man in a mystery of faith we call the hypostatic 
union. And because a woman is a mother to a person, not a nature, 
Mary is the mother of God. This has been the constant doctrine of the 
Catholic Church since the Council of Ephesus in 431 A.D. 

 Saint Mary has many titles under which we honor her. Today’s 
Solemnity commemorates the utterly unique, and unrepeatable, bond 
she shared with Jesus, a bond no other saint can claim. Jesus and Mary 
probably even looked very much alike, as hers was the only human 
DNA in His body. What a beautiful thing that our God did not float 
down from heaven on a golden pillow. How good that He was not 
forged from a fiery anvil. How just that He did not ride to earth on a 
thunderbolt. Jesus could not redeem what He did not assume. So it 
was fitting that He was born like all of us—from a mom. We honor 
Mary today for her vocation as mother. If she had disappeared from 
the pages of the Gospels after giving birth to Jesus she still would have 
fulfilled her role in salvation history. She was obedient. She was 
generous. She allowed God to use her, body and soul, to write the first 
chapter of man’s true story, the story of the Church. Like all true 
stories, the person comes first. A life is lived. The book comes later. 

 God’s Mother gives us our mother, Holy Mother Church, who 
washes our souls in the saving waters of baptism and thus adopts us 
into God’s family. The Motherhood of Mary gives the world Jesus. 
Jesus gives us the Church. The Church then brings us into God’s 
family where Mary is our mother, Jesus our brother, and God our 
Father. This is the family of the Church. What pride to be members of 
so noble a family!

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com


Wednesday, January 4, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Religious 
Repose of the Soul: 

♰Deacon Thomas Contrades 
Birthday Blessings: 

Cheri Breslin 

Thursday, January 5, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

Saint John Neumann, Bishop 

Friday, January 6, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

Saint André Bessette, Religious 
    

Saturday, January 7, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

Saint Raymond of Penyafort, Priest 

4:00 PM 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Repose of the Soul: 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 

♰Al Ibarra                      ♰James Solidum                 
♰Ken Ryan                        ♰Alfredo Tagab 

Healing Prayers: 
Paula Carrington  
Isaiah Ares Kim           

Eun Jin Kim                   
Juanita Ruis                                     

Patti & Wayne Silva 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho,  Margaret Robello, Patti & 

Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. 

Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Al Ibarra, Ron Kano, Betty 
Lowe, Martin Luke, Ken Ryan, Salvador Solidum, Vickie Solidum, Al Tagab, Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Shirley 

Wong, Clement Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
   7:30 a.m. 

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Repose of the Soul: 
♰Tony & Sarah Louis        
♰Francis Nagasawa 

♰Salvador Solidum             ♰Alfredo Tagab 
♰Imelda Dela Cruz             ♰Pedro Laeno 
♰Lee Myers                ♰Soon Ja Teresa Noh                                   

♰Valentino Talosa 
Healing Prayers:             
Nancy Contrades 

Eun Jin Kim                          Isaiah Ares Kim                     

10:00 AM        
Repose of the Soul: 

♰Mamerto Cabagnot     ♰Josephine Ventura 
♰Peggy Eu 

Repose of the Soul Anniversary: 
♰Avelino Plamenco 
Birthday Blessings: 

Daniel Batara                 Hudson Di Condina 
Birthday Remembrance: 

♰Natividad Ibarra 

Monday, January 2, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Saints Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen, 
Bishops & Doctors of the Church 

Tuesday, January 3, 2023 
8:00 AM 

The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
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