
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

SAINT STEPHEN FIRST MARTYR CATHOLIC CHURCH 
JANUARY 8, 2023 

FIRST WEDNESDAY After Mass until 6:00 p.m. 
All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 a.m. 

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 35 minutes before Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

8:00 AM to 11:00 AM 

MASS SCHEDULES 
[In the St. Catherine Chapel] 

Monday ~ Thursday ~ 8:00 AM 
Friday ~ 8:00 AM 

[Communion Service Only] 
Saturday (Chapel) ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

D E A C O N  &  F I R S T  M A R T Y R 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT
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When Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, in the days of King Herod, 
behold, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is the 

newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star at its rising and have come to 
do him homage.”… Matthew 2:1-12 

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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The Life-Changing Epiphany of Love 

G
od always loves us with a greater love than we have for 
ourselves. This is his secret for entering our hearts. God 
knows that the only way to save us, to heal us from within, 

is by loving us: there is no other way. He knows that we become 
better only by accepting his unfailing love, an unchanging love that 
changes us. Only the love of Jesus can transform our life, heal our 
deepest hurts, and set us free from the vicious circles of disappoint-
ment, anger, and constant complaint. 
 In the lowly manger of a darkened stable, the Son of God is truly 
present. Why was he born at night, without decent accommodation, 
in poverty and rejection, when he deserved to be born as the 
greatest of kings in the finest of palaces? To make us understand the 
immensity of his love for our human condition: even to touching the 
depths of our poverty with his concrete love. And to discover 
something important: as he did in Bethlehem, so too with us God 
loves to work wonders through our poverty. He placed the whole of 
salvation in the manger of a stable. He is unafraid of our poverty, so 
let us allow his mercy to transform it completely! We need to be filled 
with his free, unfailing, and concrete love. 
 How often instead, in our hunger for entertainment, success and 
worldly pleasures, do we nourish life with food that does not satisfy 
and leaves us empty within! It is true: in our endless desire for 
possessions, we run after any number of mangers filled with 
ephemeral things, and forget the manger of Bethlehem. That 
manger, poor in everything yet rich in love, teaches us that true 
nourishment I life comes from letting ourselves be loved by God and 
loving others in return. 
 Parents of little children know how much love and patience they 
require. We have to feed them, look after them, bathe them, and care 
for their vulnerability and their needs, which are often difficult to 
understand. A child makes us feel loved but can also teach us how to 
love. God was born a child in order to encourage us to care for 
others…From now onward, as a poet wrote, “God’s residence is 
next to mine, his furniture is love” (Emily Dickinson). 
 Jesus, you are the Child who makes me a child. You love me as I 
am, not as I imagine myself to be; this I know! Embracing you, the 
Child of the manger, I once more embrace my life. In welcoming you, 
the Bread of life, I too desire to give my life. 
                       ~ Pope Francis 
His Holiness Pope Francis was elected to the See of Saint Peter in 2013. / 
Homily at Midnight Mass of the Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord, 
December 24, 2020, Vatican Basilica, Rome, Italy. Used with permission of 
the Libreria Editrice Vaticana. www.vatican.va. 

Source and Summit: 
Reflections for a Eucharistic Revival (continued) 

for a New Evangelization. One of those moments was when a 2019 
study from the Pew Research Center revealed that as many as 70% of 
Catholics don't believe in or understand the depth of Christ's real 
presence and love in the Eucharist. The weight of that reality pushed 
the bishops of the United States to begin a three-year Eucharistic 
Revival, which we hope will affect the Church at every level--the 
diocese, the parish, and even the national level-culminating in a 
National Eucharistic Congress on July 17-21, 2024, in Indianapolis. 
 The Eucharist is the key to evangelization. As Vatican II said, "The 
other sacraments, as well as with every ministry of the Church and 
every work of the apostolate, are tied together with the Eucharist and 
are directed toward it. The Most Blessed Eucharist contains the entire 
spiritual boon of the Church, that is, Christ himself, our Pasch and 
Living Bread" (Presbyterorum Ordinis, 5). The preaching of the Gospel 
finds its source and summit in the Eucharist, because the Eucharist 
teaches us the essence of the Christian life. In the Eucharist we receive 
the unmerited and overwhelming gift of Jesus Christ, who offered 
himself to the Father for my salvation and who offers me his very flesh 
and blood in order to make me one with himself and give me eternal 
life. 
 Christians learn from the Eucharist that their life too is to be an 
offering. This is why the Eucharist is both source and summit. It is the 
source of my life where each day I can experience his love poured out 
for me, where I can receive his Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity. In him I 
receive anew the strength of his life and love to transform me. The 
Eucharist is also the summit where I have the incomparable privilege 
of participating in the perfect act of worship of Jesus Christ, where as 
both priest and victim he offered a perfect sacrifice of love in his body 
to the Father that pays the price for the sins of all the world. Because 
he said, Do this in memory of me, and gave the power to his apostles 
to stand in his person at the altar and re-present his own sacrifice, all 
of us, by virtue of our baptismal priesthood, are able to unite our 
sufferings, our joys, our sacrifices big and little, to the one true 
sacrifice of Christ. 
 When we come to understand this, Mass becomes also the summit 
of our life where the daily gift of our life for Jesus takes on true 
meaning. This is why Saint John Paul II said, "The Eucharist is the 
secret of my day. It gives strength and meaning to all my activities of 
service in the Church and to the whole world." This is why Pope 
Benedict XVI said, "Christians, in all their actions, are called to offer 
true worship to God. Here the intrinsically eucharistic nature of 
Christian life begins to take shape.... There is nothing authentically 
human-our thoughts and affections, our words and deeds--that does 
not find in the sacrament of the Eucharist the form it needs to be lived 
to the full" (Sacramentum Caritatis, 71). 
 This is what it means to live a Eucharistic life: to learn that as I 
receive the love of Christ poured out for me, my whole life must 
become worship, united to his worship at Mass. The Eucharist forms 
me to live my life as a gift for others. As Pope Francis has often made 
clear, “In the end, and the end of our solemn Eucharistic liturgies as 
well, only love will remain. Even now, our Eucharistic celebrations are 
transforming the world to the extent that we are allowing ourselves to 

Source and Summit: 
Reflections for a Eucharistic Revival 

Why a Eucharistic Revival ~ Bishop Andrew Cozzens 
 Sometimes as a bishop you feel the incredible weight of the need 



December 31, 2022 — January 1, 2023 
     
   

    MAIL-INS:  $0 
    ONLINE:   $3,306.00 
    WEEKEND:     $6,312.00 
    TOTAL:      $9,618.00 
    LAST WEEK:  $7,496.00 

MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their 

time, talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 

Epiphany

Source and Summit: 
Reflections for a Eucharistic Revival (continued) 

be transformed and to become bread broken for others.” May our 
participation in this Eucharistic Revival form our hearts to live a truly 
Eucharistic life, given for him. 
 Bishop Andrew Cozzens is the bishop of the Diocese of Crookston, 
Minn., and the chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Evangelization and 
Catechesis. To learn more about the Eucharistic Revival, visit https://
eucharisticrevival.org 

… they departed for their country by another way….Matthew 2:12 

E
ach Epiphany I spend time with T.S. Eliot’s poem “The 
Journey of the Magi.: (See poetry archive.org/poem/
journey-magi/.) It powerfully captures the existential 
elements of this feast for me: difficulty, challenge. 

revelation, change. The poem relates, obliquely, the experience of 
magi traveling to see this Child. Their journey is difficult, and the 
change that seeing the Child brings is subtle and anything but super-
ficially joyful. They return home, Eliot writes, where things are the 
way they always have been, where those around  them are completely 
unaware of the light that the magi have seen. We may feel a bit of this 
after the Christmas season winds down. We store the decorations, set 
our sights on Ordinary Time—what next? What the poem hints at is 
that any uneasiness might actually be a good thing. If the astounding 
reality of the Lord of the Universe entering his own Creation as a 
Child doesn’t shake things up, have I really been paying attention? 
 Jesus, Lord and Savior, may my eyes and heart be opened.        

~ Amy Welborn 
  

The Church Bulletin 

T
here are a number of ways to receive the Church bulletin: 
the physical, on the Church’s website, and by email. 
  At this time there are 18 parishioners that are receiving 
the bulletin via email messaging. If you would like to have 

the bulletin sent to you via email messaging please let Tina know and 
she will take care of it for you. You may email your request to Tina at: 
ssccpali@rcchawaii.org or you may call her at: (808) 595-3105 
 If you are reading the bulletin on the Church’s website: 
ssccpali.net, please advise Tina as well. Mahalo for your 
assistance in this important matter!  

St. Stephen The First Martyr 
   Knights of Columbus        ~ Council 16267 ~ 

       Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
   George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US 

2B1 ASK1

RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruis, Respect Life Coordinator 

March for Life Mass 
Thursday, January 19, 2023 

St. Theresa Co-Cathedral 
6 p.m. followed by Holy Hour of AdoraHon 

Celebrant:  Bishop Larry Silva 

March for Life 9 Days Novena 
with USCCB 

January 19 – 27, 2023 

March for Life March 
Friday, January 20, 2023 

State Capitol 
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

T
WO TO HEAL: Sacraments of Healing 

CONFESSION: The Sacrament of Confession, Penance, or 
Reconciliation offers us a unique encounter with God in our 

sinfulness.  God loves us so much that He came to reconcile us with 
Himself.  And He did it knowing full well that we are sinners in need of 
forgiveness and mercy. 
 Confession is an opportunity for a real and personal encounter with 
God in the midst of our sin.  It’s God’s way of saying to us that He, 
personally, wants to tell us He forgives us.  When we confess our sins 
and receive absolution, we should see that this is an act of a personal 
God coming to us, hearing our sins, wiping them away and then 
telling us to go and sin no more. 
 So when you go to confession, make sure you see it as a personal 
encounter with our merciful God.  Make sure you hear Him speak to 
you and know that it is God who enters your soul wiping your sin 
away.                        mycatholic.life 
NEXT WEEK: Anointing the Sick 

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com
mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://eucharisticrevival.org
https://eucharisticrevival.org


Wednesday, January 11, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

Repose of the Soul: 
♰Valentino Talosa 

Thursday, January 12, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

Repose of the Soul: 
♰Valentino Talosa 
Birthday Blessings: 

Sue Kobe 

Friday, January 13, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

St. Hilary of Poitiers, Bishop &
Doctor of the Church 
Repose of the Soul: 
♰Valentino Talosa 
Birthday Blessings: 

Carolyn Ho 
    

Saturday, January 14, 2023 
8:00 a.m. 

Repose of the Soul: 
♰Valentino Talosa 

4:00 PM 
Repose of the Soul: 

♰Doreen & Francis Chia 
♰Al Ibarra                                      ♰Ken Ryan                               
 ♰Jimmy Solidum                     ♰Alfredo Tagab 

Healing Prayers: 
Paula Carrington              Isaiah Ares Kim           
Eun Jin Kim                            Juanita Ruis                                     

Patti & Wayne Silva 
New Year Blessings: 

Olivia Houle 

For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Stephanie Baron, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho,  Margaret Robello, Ken Ryan, 

Patti & Wayne Silva, Mary Souza, Carrie Talwar, Richard Wong

♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰
Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Brittany Brooke Fujiyama,  

Al Ibarra, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Martin Luke, Ken Ryan, Salvador Solidum, Vickie Solidum, Al Tagab, 
Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Shirley Wong, Clement Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
   7:30 a.m. 

The Epiphany of the Lord 
Repose of the Soul: 

♰Jimmy Solidum                ♰Alfredo Tagab 
♰Honorio & Josefina Bautista 

♰Imelda Dela Cruz 
♰Brittany Brooke Fujiyama              

♰Pedro Laeno 
♰Lee Myers                ♰Soon Ja Teresa Noh 
♰Ken Ryan                     ♰Valentino Talosa 

♰Sister Gloria Watson 

Healing Prayers:             
Nancy Contrades 

Eun Jin Kim                          Isaiah Ares Kim                     

10:00 AM        
Repose of the Soul: 
♰Jimmy Solidum 

♰Mamerto Cabagnot                ♰Peggy Eu     
♰Josephine Ventura 

Thanksgiving: 
Mr. & Mrs. Arnold Abgne 

Monday, January 9, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Baptism Of The Lord 
♰Valentino Talosa 

♰Sister Gloria Watson 

Tuesday, January 10, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Repose of the Soul: 
♰Valentino Talosa 

♰Sister Gloria Watson
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St. Stephen Catholic Church 
2747 Pali Hwy., Honolulu, Hawaii 96817 Phone: (808) 595-3105 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY 

Dear Parishioners, 

This Christmas, and particularly on the Feast of the Epiphany, gift-giving played central roles. The Magi brought gifts 
to the newborn king whom they found by following a star. God gave us His son, the Messiah, who through His time on 
earth gifted us with life eternal. 

We ourselves got caught up looking for the perfect gift for our families and friends or we bought gifts for the poor and 
lonely so they too could experience some Christmas joy. This generosity even spread to our Parish.  Many of you 
donated poinsettias and Christmas trees to decorate our church altar or gave of your time, talents, and treasures to 
create the festive wreaths and magnificent Nativity that enhanced the awe of Christmas in our hearts. 

Thank you for your generosity this Christmas, and also throughout the year. Because of you, we can still function as a 
Parish. You put aside the distressing news of increasing job losses, inflation, gas and food prices to focus on making 
sure that our Parish remains safe and sound. 

Many of you continued to come to church for services and fellowship. You gave offerings in person, online, or through 
the mail to take care of our daily operations. Some of you financed special projects for our Grotto and Memorial, now 
beautified with Mary’s favorite flower—the rose. Others contributed substantial donations to help defray our debt. Our 
lectors, Eucharistic ministers, servers, cantor, musicians, choir, and altar ministers made sure we were prepared to 
respectfully honor God, His Son, and the Holy Spirit. The CCD teachers taught our children and youth the basics of our 
Faith, while Sr. Marykutty enlightened  her students on the wisdom of the Bible. Parishioners provided help to the 
elderly with special needs, and members of the Parish ministries and pastoral and finance council gave us their time and 
expertise. 

When you give to our Parish, you give to God. I am sure that He is very pleased with the gifts you have given Him this 
year. May He bless you all. 

Merry Christmas! 


