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ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
FIRST Wednesday: After Mass until 6:00 PM 

All other Wednesdays: After Mass until 9:00 AM

A Catholic Community
Diocese of Honolulu 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we the 
family of St. Stephen Catholic Church 
nurture and sustain our faith through 

Love, Service and Unity.” 

DEVOTION 
The Holy Rosary, of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, is prayed 30 minutes before 
Mass.

PASTOR 
Rev. Fr. Mario Raquepo 

[Cell] 808.228.3053 

STAFF 
Sr. Marykutty Kottuppallil, MSMHC 

Tina Welch ~ Secretary 

SACRISTAN 
Marisol L. Chang 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 

9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon 

MASS SCHEDULES 
[St. Catherine Chapel] 

Monday~ Thursday ~ 8:00 AM 
Friday ~ 8:00 AM 

[Communion Service Only] 
Saturday (Chapel) ~ 8:00 AM 

Saturday (Main Church) ~ 4:00 PM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 7:30 AM 
Sunday (Main Church) ~ 10:00 AM 

Sacrament of Reconciliation 
Saturday 3:00 to 3:30 PM 

or by appointment 
   

SAINT STEPHEN, DEACON & FIRST MARTYR 
2747 PALI HIGHWAY, HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 ~ 808.595.3105 

Email: ssccpali@rcchawaii.org   Website: ssccpali.net 

LINK TO SUNDAY'S 10:00 A.M. MASS STREAMING: 
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/
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SAINT STEPHEN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
JANUARY 22, 2023

“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” 
Matthew 4:12-23 or 4:12-17

mailto:ssccpali@rcchawaii.org
http://ssccpali.net
https://www.facebook.com/St-Stephens-Catholic-Church-Nuuanu-100906711581421/


GOSPEL REFLECTIONS  
(Continued) 

Jesus’ forty days in the desert. N o w , 
after these introductory stories of Jesus’ 
life, we enter into His public ministry.  

January 2023, Vol. 24, No. 11, January 22 

The Gaze and the Call of Jesus 

Jesus’  gaze, when he walked the earth, would cause a 
profound awakening in others. When he passed by, the 
eyes of the blind were opened. Paralytics threw away their 

crutches. Those who were sick sprang from their beds 
completely cured. Jesus had a divine attraction about him which 
tore at the hearts that were thirsting for love and truth. He 
satisfied their longing because he himself was love, truth, and 
life. 
 Jesus always looks at us with infinite kindness. He watches 
over us. He never tires of knocking at the door of our hearts. 
Nor does he tire of waiting for us to open to him, because he 
loves us. He will take our mortal life into his own divine hands 
so that he might give us eternal life. He will close our eyes her 
on earth, the he might open them to the true light. He will 
always be our consolation and our happiness. He will not allow 
us to week like those who have no hope. 
 The Father looks with a glance that gives. By means of that 
eternal and infinite gaze, the Father communicated his essence 
to the divine Word. That gaze is life-giving, since it is the gaze of 
God himself. Let us ask Jesus to look at us…with this life-giving 
gaze that produces saints. Let us beg for those divine glances 
that open the soul to holy expansiveness. And let us allow 
ourselves to be bathed in those most holy glances that purify, 
sanctify, unite, and intimately bind the divine heart to our own. 
Jesus wishes that his eternal gaze at his Father pass on through 
our souls and our eyes. His is a gaze of purity, tenderness and 
adoration. Let us always keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, that we 
may know him, discern his desires, better understand his 
teachings, and penetrate into his heart. 

~ Blessed Concepcion Cabrera de Armida 
Blessed Concepcion (♰1937), also known as “Conchita” was a wife, 
mother, widow, and mystical writer. She was the first Mexican laywoman 
to be beatified.

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS 
3rd Sunday In Ordinary Time ~ January 22, 2023 

A New Era of Hope 

In Matthew’s Gospel, from which we read today, we hear the 
first words spoken by our Lord as He begins His public ministry: 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 Up until this point, Matthew’s Gospel presented us with 
Jesus’ genealogy, His birth, the story of the Magi, the Holy 
Family’s flight into Egypt, the slaughter of the Holy Innocents, 
Jesus’ baptism, the preaching of Saint John the Baptist and 

From that time on, Jesus began to preach and say, 
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 

Matthew 4:17

 Recall that John had just been imprisoned, thus concluding 
his public ministry. Therefore, the time for the preaching and 
ministry of the Son of God had arrived. And though Jesus 
continues the theme of repentance started by John, Jesus takes 
John’s words further. Jesus adds something that John could not: 
“The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 
 Since we are still at the beginning of the season of Ordinary 
Time, it’s important to understand this transition from the Old 
Testament prophets, of which John was the last, to the New 
Testament preaching of our Lord. The difference is that all that 
had been prophesied and pointed to in the Old Testament had 
now arrived. Saint Jerome, in commenting upon this passage, 
says that as the Old Testament Law ceased, the Gospel 
commenced. And, of course, the fulfillment of this new era of 
the Gospel was only a few short years away when our Lord 
would offer up His life for the salvation of many. 
 As Jesus begins His preaching, His words are challenging but 
also very hopeful. By saying that “the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,” Jesus stirs interest and holy curiosity among His first 
listeners. His call to repentance was softened by His new 
proclamation about the Kingdom. 
 One helpful insight we can take from these first words of 
Jesus’ public ministry is that this is the best way to share the 
Gospel with those who do not yet follow Christ. Oftentimes, 
when we see someone living in serious sin, we want to judge 
and condemn. But usually what they need the most is hope—
hope that there is something much greater that comes from 
repentance. Certainly we need to speak against sin. But one of 
the most effective ways to do so is by initially offering the 
listener hope of something much better than the sin with which 
they struggle—specifically, the hope of the Kingdom of God. 
 Reflect, today, upon the newness of the ministry of Jesus, the 
newness of the first proclamation of the Gospel. As you do, try 
to imagine the holy curiosity that many would have had as they 
first listened to Jesus preach. Soon He would follow up His 
preaching with many signs and wonders that would confirm His 
message. But at first, Jesus simply instilled a hope in His hearers. 
As you ponder this, think about those in your life who also need 
this initial sense of hope and holy curiosity about the Gospel 
and pray that God will inspire you and use you to be an 
instrument of this merciful message. 
 Lord, as You began Your public ministry of proclaiming the 
Kingdom of Heaven, You instilled hope and a holy curiosity in 
the minds and hearts of Your first hearers. Please continue this 
good work and use me as You will to be an instrument of this 



       January 14-15, 2023 
       MAIL-INS:     $2,955.00 
       ONLINE:        $1,471.00 
       WEEKEND:   $1,945.00 
       TOTAL:          $6,371.00 
       LAST WEEK: $5,065.00 

 MAHALO! 
We are grateful to all who generously contribute their time, 

talent and treasure to our Parish Community. 
S E C O N D   C O L L E C T I O N 

Church in Latin America & Black & Indian Missions 
January 21/22 

St. Stephen The First Martyr 

       Contact Worthy Grand Knight 
   George Abcede 

eMail Address: sggabcede@gmail.com ~ (808) 221-7205  
BLESSED MICHAEL McGIVNEY PRAY FOR US 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS 
ALOYSIUS TOM FOOD BANK 

 Thank you to the many who have been supporting the parish 
food pantry. With your support, we can make a difference. 
Please consider helping the many brothers and sisters who are 
in need. 
 Please leave your gifts in the basket in the lobby of the 
entrance to the church. Your thoughtfulness will always be 
appreciated. Mahalo!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

   Knights of Columbus        ~ Council 16267 ~

T
WO TO HEAL: Sacraments of Healing 
Anointing of the Sick: 
  God has a special care and concern for the weak, 

the sick, the suffering and the dying.  We are not alone in these 
moments.  In this sacrament, we must strive to see this personal 
God come to us in compassion to care for us.  We need to hear 
Him tell us He is near.  We need to let Him transform our 
suffering, to bring the healing He desires (especially spiritual 
healing), and when our time comes, to let Him fully prepare our 
soul to meet Him in Heaven.   
 If you find yourself in need of this sacrament, make sure you 
look at it as this personal God coming to you in your time of 
need to offer you strength, mercy and compassion.  Jesus knows 
what suffering and death are all about.  He lived them.  And He 
wants to be there for you in these moments. 

Content Source: mycatholic.life 

Masses at: 
8:00 a.m. 
6:30 p.m.

GOSPEL REFLECTIONS (Continued from Page 2) 

hope in those I encounter every day. 
 Jesus, I trust in You.      Source Content: mycatholic.life

I urge you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that…there be no divisions among you… 1 Corinthians 1:10 

In the early days of the Church, the apostles brought together 
vastly different communities. It took time to discern how 

believers were called to live their faith—like whether newly 
converted gentiles should observe Jewish practices. Sts. Peter 
and Paul themselves debated the issue vigorously. They also 
prayed together, listened to one another and allowed the Holy 
Spirit to guide them to a resolution. 
 We don’t always agree about how to follow Jesus either. Facing 
complex issues together calls for patience and deep humility, 
yet, sadly, sometimes we aren’t even civil to each other. This 
defies our unity in Christ. Our task as disciples is not to judge or 
belittle. It is to study Scripture, learn the teachings of the 
Church and listen for the voice of God in our hearts—and above 
all, to love one another as Jesus taught. 
 Lord Jesus Christ, draw us together in you! 

~ Karla Manternach

Sunday, January 22, 2023 

Unity In Christ

T he Foundation of Prayer 🙏  
The Lord’s Prayer begins not with a petition; rather, it 

begins with us acknowledging our identity as children of the 
Father.  This is a key foundation for the Lord’s Prayer to be 
prayed properly.  It also reveals the foundational approach we 
must take in all prayer and in the entire Christian life.  The 
opening statement preceding the seven petitions is as follows: 
“Our Father who art in Heaven.”  Let’s take a look at what is 
contained in this opening statement of the Lord’s Prayer. 
 Filial Boldness: At Mass, the priest invites the people to pray 
the Lord’s Prayer by saying, “At the Savior’s command and 
formed by divine teaching we dare to say…”  This “daring” on 
our part comes from the foundational understanding that God is 
our Father.  Each Christian is to see the Father as my Father.  We 
must see ourselves as God’s children and approach Him with 
the confidence of a child.  A child with a loving parent is not 
afraid of that parent.  Rather, children have the greatest trust 
that their parents love them no matter what.  Even when they 
sin, children know they are still loved.  This must be our 
fundamental starting point for all prayer.  We must start with an 
understanding that God loves us no matter what.  With this 
understanding of God, we will have all the confidence we need 
to call on Him.    (To be Continued)   Content Source: mycatholic.life 

“Prayer is the best weapon we possess, the key 
that opens the heart of God.” 

~ Saint Padre Pio

mailto:sggabcede@gmail.com


Wednesday, January 25, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Feast of the Conversion of 
Saint Paul, Apostle 

Thursday, January 26, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Saints Timothy & Titus, Bishops 

Friday, January 27, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Saint Angela Merici, 
Virgin & Religious Founder 

Repose of the Soul 
♰Elton Lu’uhiwa Kalili 

Wedding Anniversary Remembrance 
Tina & ♰Chano Welch 

Saturday, January 28, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Saint Thomas Aquinas, Priest, 
Religious & Doctor of the Church  

Saturday, January 28, 2023    
4:00 PM 

Repose of the Soul 
♰Doreen & Francis Chia 

♰Al Ibarra     
♰James Solidum       
♰Alfredo Tagab 

Healing Prayers 
Paula Carrington 

David Houle                     
Juanita Ruis                                 

Patti & Wayne Silva 
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For The Sick & The Homebound 
Luz Abcede, Nancy Asato, Paula Carrington, Nancy Contrades, Bernard Ho, Margaret Robello, Patti & Wayne Silva, 

Carrie Talwar
♰ For The Deceased Of The Parish ♰

Steve Aki, Celine & Kenneth Asato, Vera Ashitomi, Ignacio Q. Babauta, Stephanie Baron, Benito & Rosario Bautista, Rosalie G. Cadiz, Dr. 
Joseph & Priscilla Chang, Doreen & Francis Chia, Catherine Choo, Sam Chun, Stephen Fujii, Al Ibarra, Ron Kano, Betty Lowe, Martin Luke,  
Ken Ryan, James Solidum, Salvador Solidum, Vickie Solidum, Al Tagab, Nancy & Raymond Tom, Jack Wong, Richard Wong, Shirley Wong, 

Clement Yee, Don Yee

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
7:30 AM 

3rd Sunday In Ordinary Time 
Repose of the Soul 

♰Jimmy Solidum                       ♰Alfredo Tagab 
♰Honorio & Josefina Bautista 

♰Imelda Dela Cruz          ♰Brittany Fujiyama 
♰Tony & Sarah Louis                   

♰Pedro Laeno 
♰Patricia “Pat” Loo                
♰Martina Medeiros 
♰Francis Nagasawa 
♰Valentino Talosa        

 Healing Prayers 
Luz Abcede                            

Nancy Contrades 
Eun Jin Kim                           

Isaiah Ares Kim 
Preston Pacolba                     

10:00 A.M. Mass 
 Repose of the Soul 
♰Jimmy Solidum 
♰Clement Yee 

                  
Monday, January 23, 2023 

8:00 AM 
Saint Vincent, Deacon & Martyr 

St. Marianne Cope 

Tuesday, January 24, 2023 
8:00 AM 

Saint Francis de Sales, Bishop & 
Doctor of the Church 



RESPECT LIFE 
Juanita Ruiz, Respect Life Coordinator 

 A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer which will rise up throughout   
 the world. Through special initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned 
 plea rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every Christian community,   
 from  every group and association, from every family and from the heart of every   
 believer. 
         Pope Saint John Paul II  
         Evangelium vitae 

On January 22, 1973, the Supreme Court legalized abortion throughout the United States 
in its companion decisions Roe v. Wade and Doe v. Bolton. Since that time, millions of 
children have lost their lives and millions of women and families have been wounded by 
abortion. 

On June 24, 2022, the Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization decision 
overturned Roe v. Wade, and we praise God for the great opportunity state and federal 
legislators now have to protect pre-born children. While God, in His mercy, ended the 
nearly fifty-year nationwide regime of abortion on demand, right now state and federal 
laws, in many instances, are still hostile to pre-born children. So, great prayer and 
advocacy is very needed. 

January 23, 2023, is designated as a particular day of prayer and penance for Catholics 
in the United States, called the “Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn 
Children.” The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (GIRM), no. 373, directs: 

In all the dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or January 23, when 
January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full 
restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations to the 
dignity of the human person committed through acts of abortion. 

                              usccb.org 


