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St. Paul the Apostle reminded the congregation at Colossae 
that true Christian simplicity consists of the practice of love of 
neighbor in accordance with the standard set by Jesus Christ. 
The theme of the annual Catholic Services Appeal, “Let the 
word of Christ dwell in you richly … singing psalms, hymns, 
and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God” (Col 
3:16), expresses the reality of our love for God and each other 
in this contemporary age.

Brothers and sisters, we can never lose sight of the fact that it 
was for our sake Christ became poor although he was rich — 
for it was by his poverty that we would become rich. Just as 
Christ loved us so much that he gave up his life to save us, we 
too should be able to offer our gifts and gratitude in following 
the example of Christ by showing love for God and neighbor. 
Our support of the Catholic Services Appeal, through its 
various ministries and apostolates, expresses the authenticity 
of our love and concern for each other, as we realize the dignity 
of every person without distinction.

As the diocesan director of Life, Charity and Justice, I am 
privileged to lead a secretariat not only of ministries and 
apostolates that benefit from the funds realized from the 
Catholic Services Appeal, but also of people with a proven 

by DeKarlos Blackmon, Secretariat 
Director-Life, Charity and Justice

2020-2021

Hearts filled with
gratitude



2DIOCESE OF AUSTIN REFLECTIONS | FALL 2020

<<< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

2020

Upcoming
DIOCESAN 

EVENTS

DECEMBER 1

#iGiveCatholic

DECEMBER 5
Our Lady of Guadalupe 

Celebration
Austin

DECEMBER 9
Assembly of Catholic Professionals

Hyatt Regency, Austin
 

For event information, visit www.austindiocese.org

track record of participating 100% to this annual diocesan appeal. From Life, 
Family and Marriage to Restorative Justice and Social Concerns, our secretariat 
is engaged in building evangelizing communities of life, faith, charity, justice 
and solidarity, where all people are challenged to bring the love and light of 
the Lord to the world.

In our daily experiences, we are able to recognize just how beautifully God 
has generously molded us in the depths of the earth; we understand so much 
more clearly the truth of the ageless maxim: God will never be outdone in 
generosity. Inasmuch as our participation in the Catholic Services Appeal 
is a tangible means to answer the Lord’s call to take care of his people, we 
can rest in the certain assurance that God will see our work, and the love we 
demonstrate for his name, by serving the faithful throughout Central Texas.

As you consider the adverse effects of the coronavirus pandemic on the 
economy and the socioeconomic statuses of so many people, coupled with 
the unrest being experienced in our communities, our society needs you 
— more than ever — to share your gifts and gratitude oriented to Christ 
our hope. Each of us is invited to place our respective gifts at the service of 
others to unlock the fullness of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Considering the various 
ministries, apostolates and services provided and supported by the Diocese of 
Austin, gifts to this appeal turn what may seem to be modest into something 
that is ample and so much more. 

Let us pray earnestly that our gifts reflect our gratitude for the genius, talents 
and abilities God has given each of us. May our God of compassion and mercy 
continue to bless our labors. And may we remember that God will never be 
outdone in generosity.

Photos from the Pastoral Center Day of Community Service.
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As you consider the adverse effects of the coronavirus pandemic on the 
economy and the socioeconomic statuses of so many people...our society 
needs you to share your gifts and gratitude oriented to Christ our hope.
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Parish

To see the reaction of the winners and what they used their winnings for, go to:
www.austindiocese.org/parish-incentive-program

CSA Parish Incentive Program 
The Catholic Services Appeal awarded almost $100,000 in grants to our parishes and schools. St. 
Luke Parish in Temple took home the grand prize ($10,000). The $5,000 grant winners included 
St. Mary in San Saba, St. Patrick in Hutto, St. Stephen in Salado, Dolores in Austin, St. Paul in 
Austin, St. Joseph in Dime Box, Holy Trinity in Corn Hill, Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Granger, Holy 
Family in Lexington, St. Mary in Ellinger/Hostyn Hill, St. Paul Chong Hasang in Harker Heights, 
St. Matthew in Rogers and St. Peter Student Center in Waco. Photos not available for St. Mary 
Parish, San Saba and St. Paul Parish, Austin.

The CSA also granted $10,000 in tuition assistance to Catholic school students who won the “I Love my Catholic School” contest. The winners included 
Dominic Heyl at St. Mary in Taylor, Katherine McMurray at Holy Family in Austin, Jacob Huerta at Holy Family in Austin, Layden Louderback at St. Austin 
in Austin, Matthew Ramirez at Santa Cruz in Buda, Francie Sarrat at St. Austin in Austin, Michael Bacon at St. Dominic Savio in Austin and Madison 
Hare at Holy Trinity in Temple.

2020 WINNERS

St. Luke Parish, Temple 
$10,000

Lampasas / Marble Falls Deanery St. Joseph Parish
Dime Box

Dolores Parish
Austin

St. Mary Parish
Ellinger / Hostyn Hill

St. Patrick Parish
Hutto

St. Paul Chong Hasang Parish
Harker Heights

Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish
Granger

St. Stephen Parish
Salado

Holy Trinity Parish
Corn Hill

Holy Family Parish
Lexington

St. Peter Student Center
Waco

St. Matthew Parish
Rogers
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Stewardship

The Diocese of Austin has experienced many blessings the last few years, thanks to the generosity of tens of thousands to 
the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) and the Encountering Christ campaign. Working behind the scenes to ensure all gifts to 
diocesan fundraising efforts are properly solicited, recorded and stewarded is a dedicated team in the Office of Stewardship and 
Development.  

“Our team has more than 40 years of experience,” said Lisa Rosenberger, associate director of the annual appeal. “Together, we 
continue the essential mission and ministries of our church.”

Lisa draws on her previous experience in sales to drive revenue and fund the operations of the diocese, including the more than 
100 ministries and programs the CSA supports. “In this respect, the CSA is the perfect way for me to serve the church,” she said. 
“The numbers I love are critical to the operations of the diocese, perhaps as much as the people behind them.” 

The donor services team also processed all of the gifts and pledges for the Encountering Christ campaign, which raised $97.5 
million. During the campaign, the diocese also launched two CSA Commitment Weekends, one in November and another in 
January. While this doubled the amount of work for the team, it placed less strain on parishes, pastors and donors.  

“With smiles on our faces, we work through the Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year holidays to process pledges because we 
understand the importance of this work,” Lisa said.

As a senior data entry clerk, Sonia Martinez speaks with donors daily. While her days can be crazy when CSA is in full swing — 
especially with Encountering Christ pledges still being fulfilled — she loves the role she plays in supporting the church's mission.

“This job was literally a gift from God. When I was at a very low place in my life, God put me here 13 years ago to serve his people,” 
she said. “I love what I do, and I do it very well. I do my best to reply, respond and return phone calls to all donors — they are very 
important, and I want them to know that we greatly appreciate their generosity. This is all for the glory of God, our diocese and 
our generous donors.”

“Thankfully, we are the church and we are generous in sharing God’s blessings,” Lisa said. “God will bless us with a successful CSA 
and provide us with what we need so we can continue our mission. Indeed, our hearts are filled with gratitude!”

CSA Commitment Weekend is Nov. 7-8, but you can pledge your support today at austindiocese.org/csa.

TEAMWORK
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Good News!

All Saints Day is typically celebrated next month on Nov. 1, 
but Celeste Ingraffia Robbins has been celebrating saints 
for six years now. One thousand of them to be exact. 

It was six years ago on Good Friday that Celeste found 
herself praying the Stations of the Cross and reflecting on 
how busy her life had become. She loves teaching but also loves to paint, so right then and there she decided to make more 
t i m e for her artwork, but not just any art.

“I thought that if I’m going to spend time doing something, I really wanted it to be for the greater 
glory of God,” she said. “I had painted saints before, but thought I could make a collection and 

originally thought I’d paint 100 saints but then decided 1,000 saints sounded like a good idea.”

She immediately ordered 1,000 canvases and her 1,000 Catholic saints project was born.  It 
didn’t take long for word to get out and requests started pouring in. People contacted her 
asking for a particular saint, and she would fulfill any and all requests, even if she had to 
research who a specific saint was. Some saints were naturally familiar to her and popular 
requests, meaning she didn’t paint 1,000 saints, but 1,000 canvases. Each one was hand 
painted and signed on a 4x12 canvas using a matte acrylic paint because Celeste prefers the 

“folk art feel” and simple finish of the medium. 

A teacher by trade, Celeste also loves the flipside of her profession and enjoyed learning 
about so many saints. When asked who her favorite is, she said she’s somewhat partial to 
the Blessed Mother but it’s hard to choose just one.

“I get asked that question a lot and I can’t say I have just one and I really enjoyed learning 
about new saints during this project,” she said.

Robbins has been teaching at St. Dominic Savio High School in the Diocese of Austin for 11 
years and is one of the school’s founding faculty members. As an educator, she has spent 
20 years writing, developing and implementing numerous pre-kindergarten through 12th 
grade fine arts curricula including art, music, theater 
and the integration of all three. She is currently chair 
of Savio’s Fine Arts Department and teaches all of 
the Studio Art and Photography classes during this, 
her 25th year of teaching visual art, 23 of which have 
been in the Diocese of Austin. She also started the fine 
arts program at St. Theresa Catholic School in Austin. 

For more information on Celeste and her work, 
go to www.celesteingraffiarobbins.com. 

Photo by Noel Robbins

1,000 Saints
WHEN PRAYER LEADS TO ART
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Celebrating Saints

Anthony Claret
OCTOBER 24 (1807-1870), BISHOP (OPTIONAL MEMORIAL)

“The man who burns with the fire of divine love,” wrote St. Anthony Claret, “works with all his 
strength to inflame all men with the fire of God’s love. Nothing deters him: he rejoices in pov-
erty; he labors strenuously; he welcomes hardships; he laughs off false accusations; he rejoices 
in anguish. He thinks only of how he might follow Jesus Christ and imitate him by his prayers, 
his labors, his sufferings, and by caring always and only for the glory of God and the salvation 
of souls.” St. Anthony Claret was just such a man. Born in Spain, he wanted to be a Jesuit, but 
was prevented from doing so by ill health. Instead, he busied himself preaching in rural areas, 
organizing conferences for clergy, and writing over 150 books. In 1849, he founded  the Mis-
sionary Sons of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, or “Claretians,” and shortly thereafter he was 
appointed Archbishop of Santiago in Cuba. There he worked tirelessly for reform in the face of 
bitter opposition. St. Anthony Claret was one who “burned with the fire of divine love” and, thus 
aflame with God’s love, he was a very good steward. 

Adapted from Sharon Hueckel, Steward Saints for Every Day, Copyright © 1999, the National Catholic Stewardship 
Council, Inc., Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.
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