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REFLECTIONS
Recognizing our gifts of time, talent and treasure

Christ makes all things new is the 
theme of this year’s Catholic Services 
Appeal. Bishop Joe Vásquez took this 
theme from chapter 21 in the book of 
Revelation when John sees a new earth 
where God dwells with his people. 
There is no more death, no mourning 
and no pain, and Jesus says to John, 
“Behold, I make all things new.”

Since the pandemic began, our 
world has experienced so much 
heartbreak. Loved ones have been 
lost, we have been distanced from one 
another, and in many ways, the world 
has darkened. However, the one place 
we can find light – True Light – is in the 
sacraments.

For more than 10 years, I have 
taught religious education at my 
parish, specifically I teach students 
who are a little older and are about 

to be baptized and 
receive first Holy 
Communion and 

confirmation. We 
spend a lot of time 

trying to wrap our minds 
around the gift we receive 

each time we receive Christ in 
the Eucharist and studying the seven 

gifts of the Holy Spirit. However, the 
sacrament that completely enamors 
the students year after year is the 
sacrament of baptism.

We read the story of Adam and 
Eve, we talk about Original Sin, and 
then we talk about how baptism 
washes away sin and welcomes us to 
the Body of Christ. But for these older 
children who have not been baptized, 
the sacrament is cleansing them from 
more than just Original Sin. You should 
see their faces when they realize their 
sins will be wiped away at baptism! 

Of course, then we talk about 
God’s continued mercy in the 

sacrament of reconciliation, which is also 
a great topic, but it makes us all a little 
more nervous than baptism, I think.

As I have taught these classes over 
the years, I have come to appreciate the 
sacraments more deeply.  There was a time 
in my life in which I took the sacraments 
for granted, so I try to share the richness 
of the sacraments with my students.

In this year’s Catholic Services Appeal 
video, Bishop Vásquez also encourages 
people to find consolation, healing and 
strength in the sacraments.

Over the years, the one place I have 
found that brings me true comfort is the 
church and the sacraments.  Whether 
it is receiving Christ in the Eucharist, 
celebrating the life of a loved one or 
receiving the sacrament of reconciliation, 
the grace I receive strengthens me and 
renews my heart. 

With open hearts, let’s enter this 
year’s Catholic Services Appeal and allow 
Christ to renew us. May his light renew 
the face of the earth.
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He is God Almighty, and if we just open ourselves to 
him and let his light penetrate our hearts, he will renew 

us and in turn renew the face of the earth.

Christ  
makes all things new
By Shelley Metcalf



DIOCESE OF AUSTIN                                REFLECTIONS  |  FALL 2021



their faith alongside their peers and 
benefit from the questions of other 
students in their religion classes. 
Her children also come to her with 
questions, which she answers the best 
she can based on what she was taught 
during her Catholic school years. But 
more often than not, she learns from 
them as well, especially while helping 
with homework and special projects. 

“I still even learn going to Mass on 

Sundays during the homily,” she said.
Even while paying tuition for two 

children in Catholic school, Cynthia said 
her family has always made donating 
to the CSA a priority because they see 
the importance in the many ministries 
the annual appeal funds in addition to 
Catholic education, such as helping with 
the formation of seminarians preparing 
for the priesthood.

“We do what we can, help out as 
much as we can, when we are able,” 
she said. “It’s a very good thing to be 
involved in.”

said, ‘Put the books down now! This is 
the most important part of the Mass. 
This is the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ. I want to see every pair of eyes 
looking up here.’”

She and her classmates quietly 
placed their books back into the 
holders and glued their eyes on him 
as he continued with the consecration 
of the bread and wine. To this day, she 
makes sure she is focused when these 

gifts become the body and blood of 
Christ. “The entire Mass is special, but 
that moment in Mass when I was in the 
second grade, focused my energies, my 
attention to that point,” she said.

It was important for both of her 
children attend Catholic school, and 
her oldest has now graduated from St. 
Dominic Savio High School in Austin. 

“Parents are the first teachers of 
the faith, but the school reinforces our 
religion and our belief system and goes 
more in depth into why we do what 
we do as Catholics,” Cynthia said.

She especially likes that they learn 
about Catholicism and how to practice 
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Cynthia said her family has always made 
donating to the CSA a priority because they 

see the importance in the many ministries the 
annual appeal funds in addition to  

Catholic education.

Catholic Schools 
provide a ‘moral compass’ and a reason for giving

Behind every pledge Cynthia Brooks 
makes to the Catholic Services Appeal 
(CSA) is her gratitude for her Catholic 
education. 

“Catholic school has given me 
a moral compass for how I live my 
life, how I conduct myself and how 
I raise my kids to continue the faith 
through them,” said Cynthia, who is a 
parishioner at St. John Vianney Parish in 
Round Rock.

The CSA helps provide more than 
5,275 students in our diocese’s 20 
Catholic schools with the opportunity 
to practice their faith, study the 
social teachings of the Church and 
encounter Christ.

 A reprimand Cynthia and her 
classmates received from the priest 
during Mass, when they were eager to 
focus on their missalettes instead of 
what was happening on the altar during 
the consecration, has continued to 
impact how Cynthia practices her faith 
today. She recalled, “Our pastor didn’t 
like seeing a bunch of books where 
their faces were supposed to be and 
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For a second year in a row, the Office of Catholic Schools in partnership 
with the Catholic Services Appeal, offered a scholarship contest for students of 
Catholic Schools in the Diocese of Austin. Under the theme “Christ makes all 
things new,” students were invited to submit a creative entry interpreting what 
the theme means to them. The contest closed with 170 entries ranging from 
poems and songs, to photographs and paintings, and some amazing videos. Eight 
winners, from pre-K through 12th grade, were selected to receive a collective 
amount of $10,000 in tuition scholarships for the 2021-2022 academic year. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO

PreK-1st Grade Winners

Christopher Huemmer 
Holy Family Catholic School, Austin

Sydney Henderson 
St. Mary Catholic School, Temple

2nd-5th Grade Winners

Grace Klenzendorf  
St. Mary Catholic School, Taylor

Emma Gamez 
Santa Cruz Catholic School, Buda

6th-8th Grade Winners

Nathan Nadler 
St. Gabriel Catholic School, Austin

Brianna Quintanilla 
Santa Curz Catholic School, Buda 

9th-12th Grade Winners

Sofia Alvarado 
San Juan Diego Catholic High School, 
Austin

Trip Brinegar 
St. Dominic Savio Catholic High 
School, Austin

To see all of the winning entries go to:
www.austindiocese.org/reflections

“Christ makes all things new” 

Scholarship Contest
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Brianna Quintanilla

My art piece resembles a baby coming into the 
world through Christ. Christ makes all people 
new through life.  Each day, new souls are wel-
comed into the world, starting their life. In my 
painting, a baby is coming down from heaven as 
a gift.  The baby came to her family to start her 
brand-new life. The cloud that the baby is being 
carried on represents how God is protecting her, 
and how he will always watch over her.  Next to 
the baby there is an invisible guardian angel, who 
is also watching over her.   The baby makes it 
safely to her mom and starts her new life which 
Christ gave to her.  A blessing from heaven!
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Nathan M. Nadler
Comic Strip Entry

SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST
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Trip Brinegar

My photo shows an early 
morning sunrise by the pond in 
my neighborhood. The sunrise is 
the start of a new day. No matter 
how difficult life gets, Jesus gives 
us a chance to start anew.

SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST


