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Maybe more than any year in 
recent memory, Pentecost 2021 
offered a deep significance to our 
lived experience of the pandemic. 
Our hope for renewal has been 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit and 
the news of a decrease in COVID-19 
infections combined with an increase 
in vaccinations throughout Central 
Texas. With this wonderful news and in 
response to Bishop Vásquez’ pastoral 
letter of April 25, the time has come 
for our parishes to once again gather 
together in-person in Christ’s name.

We do this with sincere prayers for 
those for whom the pandemic has been 
a hardship. Many have suffered from 
contracting COVID-19 and some have 
borne the painful experience of a loved 
one dying, either directly or indirectly 
from the virus. As Bishop Vásquez wrote 
in his pastoral letter, “In spite of this 
painful experience, we remain hopeful, 
knowing that we will emerge from 
this [pandemic] strengthened by the 
sacraments and renewed in the Gospel”.

Some months back, recognizing 
that we would need a plan once the 
pandemic passed, we assembled a team, 
led by Alison Tate, Secretariat Director 
for Formation and Spirituality, to prepare 
a digital tool kit for parishes to come out 
of the pandemic with a clear direction. 
Consisting of clergy, diocesan employees, 

by Rev. James Misko, Vicar General

and lay leaders, Gathered Together/
Reunidos Juntos was created and will 
soon be implemented in parishes 
across the diocese.

Designed for each parish to 
choose from a variety of initiatives 
that best fit its particular community, 
Gathered Together/Reunidos Juntos 
can be launched at any time over the 

next four months.  The tool kit includes 
talking points for each pastor to prepare 
an invitation letter for every household 
in the parish, calling people back to 
in-person worship and ministry. It also 
includes several parish assessment tools 
to help establish new strategies for 
ministry. If there is a silver lining of the 
pandemic, it could be that the pause of 
in-person ministry over the past year 
gives each parish the opportunity to 
evaluate what ministries are effective and 
what ministries, while serving the people 
well prior to the pandemic, should be 
let go. There is also a “welcome back” 
landing page that many of our parishes 
can use for their website, an explanation 
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The time has come for 
our parishes to once 

again focus on gathering 
together in-person in 

God’s name.
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    CELEBRATING SAINTS
  

Continued on next page

Summer is like a right of passage that marks each passing year. Bugs abound, 
dandelions, too, and everyone spends a little more time participating in activities 
that have a certain feel to them. The word itself elicits thoughts of sunbeams, water 
adventures and escapades to new landmarks both near and far. Even for those 
who work year-round, there is still a delight and anticipation in the change of pace 
this sultry season brings.

As we are currently in the midst of the season’s warmth, I find myself coming 
across countless summery stories concerning the saints. Being the theology 
nerd that I am, my brain naturally compiled these stories into a neat list that has 
become a personal litany with which I begin my day. Their stories themselves have 
that feeling of warmth and light that the season brings to mind.
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By Grace Bellon,  Blessed is She, a sisterhood of women who want to grow 
together in the Catholic faith. Go to blessedisshe.net to learn more.

St. Fiacre
Backyard gardens are a staple of summer. Though 
not all of us possess green thumbs, almost everyone 
appreciates farm fresh or home-grown fruits and 
veggies. Thankfully, the patron saint of gardening is 
helpful no matter our skill level of gardening. The Irish 
St. Fiacre apparently only had to drag a shovel against 
the ground to get a garden to sprout!

St. Bartholomew
The Apostle of Christ who was 
martyred by being skinned alive, 
Bartholomew is the patron saint of 
skin issues. Since sunburns abound in 
the summer, this is the saint one can 
call upon while applying the aloe vera.

Our Lady of the Highways
Since summer results in all sorts of vacations, weekend getaways and day trips, 
why not call on the Madonna who offers protection during any type of journey?

This prayer is beautiful reminder of her constant presence and a great 
way to start any trip!

O Lady of the Highway, 
be with us on our journey, 
for all your ways are beautiful 
and all your paths are peace. 
O God, who with unspeakable 
providence does rule and govern 
the world, grant unto us, your servants, 
through the intercessions 
of our watchful mother, 
to be protected from all danger 
and brought safely to the 
end of our journey. Amen

St. Lawrence
One of the most prominent 
Roman martyrs in the Early 
Church, Lawrence was put to 
death by being roasted on a 
gridiron. Legend has it that as he 
was being burned alive, he joked 
with the executioners saying, “Turn 
me over, I’m done on this side!”

Inspired by his sense of humor,  
the Church declared him the 
patron Saint of cooks. Since 
he died on a grill, it would be 
extremely appropriate to ask for his 
intercession at your next cookout!

Clergy Formation

$2,794,021

49%

Life, Charity & Justice

$946,944

17%

Pastoral Ministries

$586,075
10%

Spirituality & Worship

$601,540
11%

Catholic Education

$621,419
11%

Parish Incentive Program

$97,500
2%

Please scan the QR code or go to https://csa.austindiocese.org/learn.htm 
and visit our survey to share with Bishop Vásquez your thoughts on the 
Catholic Services Appeal and its ministries.

The Impact of a

Heart

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

With sincere gratitude, I am pleased 
to share the Impact Report for our 
2020- 2021 Catholic Services Appeal 
(CSA). With nearly 16,000 gifts this 
year, $5.65 million was raised to 
support more than 100 ministries and 

programs throughout Central Texas. I invite you to read 
this report to learn more about the impact of your gift to the CSA.

Your generosity truly expresses the spirit of our appeal; for when 
Jesus dwells within us, we cannot help but feel immense gratitude 
to God. Grateful hearts move us to spread the love of Christ with 
those in need by sharing the gifts that God has given us. Indeed, the 
Diocese of Austin is blessed with your charitable spirit!

May God bless you and may all of us continue to grow in our love for 
Christ.

Gratefully in Christ, 
 

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez 
Bishop of Austin

No matter the activity in which 
we delight, there are saints to walk 
alongside us. Go to https://www.
austindiocese.org/reflections to read 
about more men and women who 
lived holy lives, set apart for God who 
could easily be added to this group.



of the dispensation from the obligation 
to attend Sunday mass, and a phone 
tree how-to for parishes to reach out 
to all households with a phone call 
inviting them back to in-person mass 
and ministry.

 As helpful as Gathered Together/
Reunidos Juntos will be, we know 
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    VOCATIONS
  

Christ-centered communities:  
What we can learn from young adults
By Elizabeth Lago, Young Adult and Campus Ministry

    GOOD NEWS
  

Pope Francis chose to conclude 
his recent encyclical Christus Vivit 
with these compelling words 
addressed to young people: “Dear 
young people, my joyful hope is 
to see you keep running the race 
before you, outstripping all those 
who are slow or fearful. Keep 
running ... May the Holy Spirit urge 
you on as you run this race. The 
Church needs your momentum, your 

intuitions, your faith. We need them! 
And when you arrive where we have 
not yet reached, have the patience 
to wait for us (CV 299).”

Resiliency in running the race 
set before them is a hallmark of 

One of my favorite papal writings 
is the Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii 
Gaudium (Joy of the Gospel), by our 
Holy Father, Pope Francis. He begins 
this exhortation to all the those of the 
church with these simple, but powerful 
sentences, “ The joy of the gospel fills the 
hearts and lives of all who encounter 
Jesus. Those who accept his offer of 
salvation are set free from sin, sorrow, 
inner emptiness and loneliness.”

Often we think of the joy of Jesus’ 
message in the Gospel, we simplify it 
only to our being set free from our sins. 
Although this is a most incredible gift, Pope 
Francis shows that the joy of knowing Jesus Christ extends far more. Knowing Jesus 
gives our life meaning and purpose and incorporates us into something bigger than 
just us – into his church. This church is not simply a building, but the people of God 
united by their faith in Christ. Not only does an encounter with Jesus lead to a 
relationship with him, but also it leads to a relationship with others. 

Of the many challenges that we have faced over the last year during the 
pandemic, one of the most striking has been the loss of community and loneliness 
that have affected so many. And now that we are moving forward from the 
pandemic, we are most excited to feel the joy that Pope Francis speaks about – the 
joy of the parish community thriving. The joy of seeing children’s faces running to 
our faith formation classes. The joy of packed Sunday mornings where parishioners 
drink coffee while their children run around. The joy of youth journeying together 
in person as they navigate their relationships with Jesus Christ and his church in 
youth ministry. The joy of adults meeting for Bible studies and for luncheons. The 
joy of teens attending retreats and youth conferences. The joy of children singing, 
crafting and learning about God at Vacation Bible School. All of these moments 
provide encounters with Jesus Christ and the ability to live in his joy. 

We are so excited for the community to be back, so that we can encounter 
Jesus together, as a church community, and live a life full of joy.

Seeing the Joy again

Catechists connect the 
marginalized to the faith; 
catechists educate those 
who do not know the faith, 
and catechists are living 
examples of the Gospel. 

Continued from previous page

that it is only a tool to help us arrive 
at the most important act of our faith: 
the celebration of the Eucharist with 
one another. Fr. Merton wrote of the 
Eucharist, “But indeed, we exist solely 
for this, to be the place He has chosen 
for His presence.” Gathering together 
once again for mass might very well 

be the most important step out of 
this pandemic; a moment where we 
will heal together in the Eucharist; a 
moment where Christ’s words will 
ring true as he says, “Behold, I make all 
things new (Rev. 21:5).”

the young person’s desire to live a 
purpose-filled and meaningful life. 
We can see this resiliency particularly 
clearly in the lives of young adults. 
Young adults are a true gift to the 
church. They have much to offer our 
parish communities and are eager to 
do so when given the opportunity. 
Our diocese is abundantly blessed 
when it comes to the number 
of young adults we have in our 

boundaries, and the number is rising 
every day as more people move to 
Central Texas. 

Without losing momentum, young 
adults have continued to find creative 
ways to gather, build community and 
enter into prayer with one another. 
Many of our parish young adult 
ministries quickly made the switch 
to gathering virtually when they 
were not able to gather in-person or 
were only able to gather distanced 
and in smaller groups. Anchor, the 
young adult ministry group at St. 
William Parish in Round Rock, hosted 
an online book study to keep their 
members spiritually engaged. The 

Cathedral Young Adults of St. Mary 
Cathedral in Austin have continued 
to gather in creative ways over the 
last year hosting events like, “Pizza 
& Popsicles,” a socially distanced 
event offered in Zilker Park; as well 
as continuing their frequent Divine 
Mercy Chaplet and adoration nights. 
St. John Neumann Parish in Austin was 
even able to re-launch a robust young 
adult ministry program despite the 
circumstances of the last year. 

At the diocesan level, programs 
have also continued to bring young 
adults together. From Ascend, a 
leadership program for young adults, to 
The Father’s Heart, a silent retreat for 
young adults, we have seen firsthand 
how being rooted in a Christ-centered 
community is  non-negotiable for 
so many young people, even when 
everything else in life feels unpredictable. 

Let us all look at this enthusiasm 
of the young adults in our diocese 
and remain motivated to continue 
running the race ourselves. May 
we run without fear or becoming 
weary and rejoin our communities in 
earnest after navigating the last year 
of unprecedented circumstances. 
After all, it is not just our young 
adults that need the consolation and 
encouragement of Christ-centered 
community.

Without losing 
momentum, young 

adults have continued 
to find creative ways to 

gather, build community 
and enter into prayer 

with one another. 

By Darren Seibert, St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, College Station

Not only does an 
encounter with Jesus lead 

to a relationship with 
him, but also it leads to a 
relationship with others. 

Ministry of Catechist 
By Gustavo Rodriguez, Director of Evangelization and Catechesis

On May 10, Pope Francis issued an apostolic letter instituting the ministry of 
catechist. It gives specific recognition to the long history of catechists who were 
obedient to the call of the Holy Spirit and devoted their lives to the building 
up of the church. It recognizes the many contributions from blesseds, saints and 
martyrs who advanced the mission of the church. It also recognized the many 
contributions of those, ordained and religious, who have dedicated their lives to 
faith formation.

Pope Francis reminds us that the Second Vatican Council renewed the 
importance of the involvement of the laity in the mission of evangelization. This 
led to the development of the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the Apostolic 
Exhortation: Catechesi Tradendae, the General Catechetical Directory, the 
General Directory for Catechesis and the recent Directory for Catechesis. All of 
these essential documents have emphasized the critical role of the catechist.

As catechists, we are called first to be experts in the pastoral service of 
transmitting the faith. We are to accompany those from the first time they 
learn about Christ and lead them to become disciples themselves. At the same 
time, every catechist must witness the faith, be a teacher and mystagogue, a 
companion and pedagogue, who teaches for the church. Only through prayer, 
study and direct participation in the life of the community, can they grow in this 
identity with the integrity and responsibility that it entails (cf. Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of the New Evangelization, Directory for Catechesis, 113).

As the laity, we are called to transmit the church’s teaching to a society that 
feels disconnected. As catechists, we use our example and witness to help make 
the Gospels relatable and relevant in today’s society. The role of the catechist is 
an integral part of the mission of the church.

 Catechists connect the marginalized to the faith; catechists educate 
those who do not know the faith, and catechists are living examples of the 
Gospel. As teachers, they are leaders, just as Jesus, the master catechist, 
demonstrated to us in his words and actions. Let us take a moment to reflect on 
the leadership role that catechists play in the formation of the next generation 
of Catholics and rejoice in the many gifts and talents that God gives each of us.
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