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The number of families choosing 
a Catholic school education for their 
children in the Diocese of Austin has 
reached more than 5,300 students this 
school year, the highest enrollment rate 
in 20 years. While the growth in the 
Austin area is one contributing factor, 
there is also an undeniable excitement 
in the unique and dynamic ways our 
Catholic schools have responded to the 

needs of families during these last 18 
months of the pandemic. The spiritual, 
academic, emotional and social needs 
of children and their families have never 
been more urgent than in these recent 
months, and gratefully, our Catholic 
schools have shown an awareness and 
willingness to meet those needs.

Nurturing students’ spiritual growth 
and integrating our Catholic faith is 
especially important in this time of 
religious disengagement. Our Catholic 
schools continue to focus on God’s 
call to each of us, whether it be to the 
priesthood, religious life, married life 
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or single life. Discovering our gifts and 
strengths and how God wants to use 
them must start with our youngest 
children. This year, our Catholic schools 
have created an Adopt-A-Seminarian 
program. Each participating school 
chooses one or more man from 
Diocese of Austin who is studying 

to be a priest to pray for and support 
with cards and letters. The hope is that 
each seminarian can celebrate Mass 
at their supporting school after he has 
been ordained. Five of our current 
seminarians graduated from a Catholic 
school in our diocese.
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Children’s
in a challenging time

By Kelly Laster,  
Assistant Superintendent  
of Catholic Schools



Discovering our academic gifts 
and talents allows us to find God’s 
future for us. When we allow God to 
lead us to our true calling, our “job 
satisfaction” becomes a long-lasting 
joy. Many incredible saints have served 
God through their gifts in science, 
philosophy and writing. Our Catholic 
schools continue to support academic 
rigor so these gifts can be fully realized 
in our children. The latest standardized 
test scores for the Diocese of Austin 
have shown that our Reading score 
average meets or beats the National 
Blue Ribbon cut scores in every grade 
level eligible- third through eighth 
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grade. Our Math score average meets 
or comes within two points of the 
National Blue Ribbon cut scores in 
every grade level at a time when the 
national trend shows a growing concern 
for math achievement.

To fully nurture each of God’s 
children, it’s important to recognize 
social and emotional growth and 
health as necessary ingredients of a 
well-rounded student.  The Diocese 
of Austin’s Office of Catholic Schools 
will host its first meeting of counselors 
and learning support specialists in 
December to discuss best practices 
and to collaborate on how to support 

a diverse group of learners within our 
growing population. In addition, our 
schools continue to explore co-curricular 
and extra-curricular activities that provide 
healthy social and emotional outlets for 
students. Whether it’s growing vegetables 
in the hydroponics lab at Bishop Reicher 
Catholic School in Waco or competing 
on the cybersecurity team at St. Dominic 
Savio Catholic High School in Austin, 
opportunities abound for students to 
share their unique gifts. Our Catholic 
schools develop athletes, encourage 

future theater performers, nurture artists 
and equip our next generation of leaders 
with a willingness to trust and serve God 
with their talents.

In times of pandemic and political 
divisiveness, our hope in God’s love and 
mercy continues to lead our way. We 
are grateful for the Catholic schools’ 
dedication in fortifying our students in 
faith and for serving as God’s hands and 
feet for all who enter their campuses.

To fully nurture each of God’s children, it’s important 
to recognize social and emotional growth and health as 

necessary ingredients of a well-rounded student. 



For many centuries, Catholic 
schools have breathed life into our 
families and communities and given 
millions of students a firm foundation, 
both academically and in life. Catholic 
school graduates are more likely to 
pray daily, attend church more regularly 
and practice their faith as adults. Not 
only are Catholic school students 
positive contributors to society, but 
also they are disciples and witnesses of 
Christ in our world.

In the Diocese of Austin, we 
celebrate Catholic education every 
year at the end of January during 
National Catholic Schools Week. 
Since 2009, the communities of all 20 
Catholic schools have gathered for 
the Diocese of Austin’s largest event 
in celebration of Catholic education: 
Saints & Scholars, Celebrating Catholic 
Schools Dinner and Awards Ceremony. 
This annual gala honors and recognizes 
the unsung heroes of our schools – 
those individuals whose dedication 
enables our schools to accomplish their 
mission and good works – and raises 
much-needed funds to support tuition 
assistance for families in need. 

Last year the Saints & Scholars 
event adapted as the COVID-19 
pandemic shut down live events. 
What began as a challenge turned 
into a tremendous opportunity. 
The 2021 Virtual Talent Showcase 
allowed us to continue celebrating 
Catholic education, even in a season of 
disruption. Overall $120,000 was raised 
to give back to our schools for tuition 
assistance. 

This year we are excited to come 
together once again in person to 
celebrate that our schools not only 
survived a tumultuous season but 

2022 Saints & Scholars, 
An evening of celebration of Catholic education
By Juliana Rueda
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thrived in their continuous efforts 
of forming children in wisdom and 
holiness. The 14th annual Saints & 
Scholars Awards Dinner will be held 
Jan. 22 and will honor 23 individuals 
and two organizations for their support 
and commitment to Catholic education. 
We are also thrilled to welcome Katie 
Prejean McGrady as our keynote 
speaker for the evening. Katie is an 
award-winning author, international 
speaker, podcaster and daily radio host. 
She is also a wife, a Catholic School 
mother, and alumna!

Our Catholic schools are 
truly blessed by the continuous 
support of the people of God in the 
Diocese of Austin. Because of our 
supporters, donors and friends, our 
schools continue to be places where 

Our Catholic schools 
are truly blessed by the 
continuous support of 

the people of God in the 
Diocese of Austin.

academic excellence is achieved, joy 
is ever present, and a love of Christ is 
cultivated. They are also places where 
our students and families experience 
generosity. Since its inception, the Saints 
and Scholars Awards Dinner has raised 
more than $1.4 million for students 
across Central Texas. This support has 
allowed many families to continue 
choosing Catholic education for their 
children and impacted thousands of 
students’ lives.

Please join us in celebrating our 
Catholic schools and unsung heroes at 
the 2022 Saints and Scholars dinner. 
To purchase tickets or to become 
a sponsor of this special event visit 
CSDATX.org/2022ccs.
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Options for end-of-year Giving
The season of Advent is the 

perfect time to reflect on that fact that 
everything we have, everything we are, 
and everything we will become is a gift 
from God. As stewards of those gifts, 
we are called to return a portion of our 
time, talent and treasure in gratitude 
for God’s great bounty. The Diocese 
of Austin — with its parishes, offices, 
agencies, schools and outreach ministries 
— has many ways for you to give back 
in gratitude to God.  

• Donate online - Make a secure online 
credit card donation or a sustained 
monthly gift by visiting  
www.austindiocese.org/donate.

• Stock or Mutual Funds - Visit  
www.austindiocese.org/stock-gift-
letter-of-intent for more information.

• IRA Qualified Charitable Contribution 
- A Qualified Charitable Contribution 
(QCD) is an opportunity to satisfy all 
or part of one’s required minimum 
distribution. Visit www.austindiocese.
org/ira-qualified-charitable-distribution 
for more information.

• Gifts in Wills - Consider leaving a gift 
to the Diocese of Austin in your will. 
The Diocese of Austin has partnered 
with FreeWill for a free, easy way to 
write your legally valid last will and 
testament. Learn more at  
www.freewill.com/austindiocese.

• Planned Giving - Many people choose 
to contribute to the future of the 
church in Central Texas through 
planned gifts, including real estate, 
retirement accounts, life insurance and 
endowments provided by the Catholic 
Foundation – Diocese of Austin. 

We wish you a blessed Advent and 
Christmas season! May God bless you for 
your generosity. 

By Dan Wierzbowski

Your Life’s Journey...
how do you want to be remembered? 

Establish a legacy that responds to the many  
gifts God has given you.

 For more information on how to leave a legacy for the 
Diocese of Austin, your parish, a Catholic School or the Catholic 

Foundation – Diocese of Austin, please contact  
Dan Wierzbowski, Associate Director of Planned Giving, at  

dan-wierzbowski@austindiocese.org or (512) 688-6513.
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  CSA
  CSA Parish Incentive Program

The Catholic Services Appeal awarded $150,000 in grants 
to our parishes and schools. Parishes that achieved all 
milestones during the appeal received $5,000 with St. John 
Vianney Parish in Round Rock taking home the grand prize 
of $10,000. The $5,000 grant winners included Holy Trinity 
in Llano, Sacred Heart in Waco, St. John in Fayetteville, St. 
Joseph in Bryan, St. Joseph in Mason, St. Mary in Ellinger, St. 
Mary in San Saba, St. Patrick in Hutto, St. Thomas Aquinas 
in College Station, St. Thomas More in Austin, St. William in 
Round Rock and Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Granger. 

Holy Family, Lexington

Holy Family ,  
Copperas Cove

Santa Teresa, Bryan

St. Mary, San Saba

St. Thomas Aquinas, 
College Station

Holy Trinity, Llano

St. John Vianney, 
Round Rock

St. Paul, Horseshoe Bay

St. John the Baptist. 
Fayetteville

St. Paul Chong Hasong,  
Harker Heights

St. Elizabeth, Pflugerville

St. Thomas More,  Austin

St. Mary, Ellinger
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To see the reaction of all the 2021 Parish Incentive Program  
grant winners and what they used their winnings for,  go to:  
www.austindiocese.org/parish-incentive-program

2021 DEANERY GRANT WINNER 
Lampasas/Marble Falls 


