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REFLECTIONS
Recognizing our gifts of time, talent and treasure

My name is Cameron Kologinczak, 
a seminarian for the Diocese of 
Austin and first year theologian at St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Houston. Before 
entering seminary, I attended Holy 
Family Catholic School and St. Dominic 
Savio Catholic High School in Austin. 
My home parish is St. John Vianney in 
Round Rock.

Christ constantly desires to dwell 
among us, his chosen people. As 
Catholics, we have been given a great 
gift in the Eucharist. At every Mass, 
Christ becomes present to us in the 
form of bread and wine. Even further, 
we take and eat of His Body and Blood, 
and Christ physically comes into us. 

“Christ spoke to my heart when I 
was a young altar boy. I would serve at 
Mass and hear Father repeat Christ’s 
words “This is my Body…This is my 
Blood” and I would visualize myself 
in the role of a priest. What joy to 
bring Christ through the Eucharist to 
those who are thirsty for our faith. I 
am now a seminarian at St. Mary’s and 
hopefully soon I will be able to offer the 
Eucharist to others. As a future priest 
in the Diocese, I hope to help foster 
the spirit and dreams of young men 
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“I’ve dreamed of becoming a priest since  
                my days of serving as an altar boy.”

By Seminarian Cameron Kologinczak

and encourage their future as priests 
and nourish all parishioners with the 
teachings of Christ.”

I humbly ask that you continue 
to pray for all the seminarians, priests, 
and religious in our diocese. I pray 
that you may also continue to grow 
closer to Christ through his gift to us 
in the Eucharist. 

Your gift to the CSA 
supports the formation  

of future priests for 
generations to come.  

Your gift also supports our 
retired priests in the years 
after their service in our 

diocesan community.
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Your gift supports over 100 ministries and services for people
here in Central Texas. Please open your hearts to embody 
the love of Christ and share the gifts God has provided you.

W A Y S  T O  G I V E 

MAIL
Send your generous gift to:
Diocese of Austin
Stewardship & Development
6225 E US 290 HWY SVRD EB
Austin, TX 78723

Contact us at (512) 949-2442 or 
donorservices@austindiocese.org
Checks payable to Diocese of Austin.

ONLINE
Visit our secure online giving site at 
www.austindiocese.org/give

QR CODE
Open your camera app. Focus on the 
QR code and tap to open.

DONATE VIA
Stock / IRA Contribution / Family 
Foundation /Charitable Gift Fund, 
call (512) 949-2450.

AT YOUR PARISH
Place your envelope in the collection 
on Oct. 29-30.

While they were eating,  he took bread,  said the blessing, 
broke it ,  and gave it  to them, and said,  “Take it ;  this  is  my 
body.” Then he took a cup,  gave thanks,  and gave it  to them, 
and they al l  drank from it .  He said to them, “This  is  my 
blood of  the covenant,  which wil l  be shed for many.”  

~ Mark 14:22-24

Will you help us form the next generation 
of priests? Make your gift to the CSA today!

Support for 
our families

Support for 
our children

Support  for our 
retired priests
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Joyful Disciples
  CATHOLIC SCHOOLS
  

For a third year in a row, the Office of Catholic Schools in partnership with 
the Catholic Services Appeal, offered a scholarship contest for students of Catholic 
Schools in the Diocese of Austin. Under the theme “Joyful Disciples,” students 
were invited to submit a creative entry interpreting what the theme means to 
them. The contest closed with over 200 entries ranging from poems and songs, to 
photographs and paintings, and some amazing videos. Twelve winners, from pre-K 
through 12th grade, were selected to receive a collective amount of $15,000 in 
tuition scholarships for the 2022-2023 academic year.

Congratulations to the 2022-2023 CSA Scholarship Winners! 

Scarlett Henderson (PreK3) 
St. Mary’s Temple

Julie Dye (1st) – St. Mary’s Temple

Sydney Henderson (1st) 
St. Mary’s Temple

Christopher Schroll (4th) 
St. Joseph, Bryan

Jaiven Sharpe (4th) – St. Helen

Adeline Ramirez (5th) – St. Louis

Sophie Augustine (6th) – St. Austin

Alyssa Tavares (6th) – St. Theresa

Nevada Potyka (7th) – St. Ignatius

Gabriel Fox (9th) - Savio

Anna Michele Carthey (9th) - Savio

Sunni De Leon (10th) – St. Michael’s

Oh, God, What a Joyful Disciple School’s  
Taught Me to Be
School is cool at my Catholic school
The joys of boys and their drool
The delights of girls with their curls
Skipping to Mass as if to say

Oh, God, what a glorious day
I feel joy walking up the school steps
Father John is gonna give me fist bump preps
Starting the day with a smile on my face
Embracing my friends who I get to chase

Oh, God, thank you for not letting me  
be in a haste
On the playground at recess we play tag
While the teachers talk, walk, and wag
I look up to see the flag having a party on its pole
Gosh oh golly do I feel whole

Oh, God, there is joy in my soul
But then I think of the world right now
And remind myself to take a bow
I’m a follower of Jesus, a model of trust
Showing others how to love is definitely a must

Oh, God, your love is bountiful and robust
Seeing Brothers, Deacons, Nuns, and Priests
Reminds me of St. Flora’s Day of Feast
This is a school project I loved making
Learning more about Saints and their awakening

Oh, God, my joy is not wavering
As a joyful disciple I love to create
Art showing the world not to hate
Others who are different in thought or deed
Are really just like me, please take heed

Oh, God, my heart, mind, and soul prays  
to you daily
Why oh why can’t people agree
To be joyful followers of almighty Thee
Goodness and blessings are sure to come
A light shines bright with a Godly hum

Oh, God, your grace is amazing
My school helps me to disciple your ways
Religion class guides me to give you praise
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be, and the Apostles Creed
Reminding me how to be better with my deeds
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“I found faith during my husband’s  
                          near-death experience”

   GOOD NEWS
  

“RCIA changed the course of 
my life. I was not raised as a Catholic 
but always respected my husband’s 
Catholic faith. I was beginning faith 
formation study when my husband 
was stabbed 11 times by a close 
family friend. I turned to my RCIA 
teacher for prayers and together 
we prayed to St. Jude and the Virgin 
Mary for healing. 

I truly believe that St. Jude and 
Mary helped us. Through prayer, I 
saw miracles. My husband survived 
and our family is so very thankful for 
the Church in our lives. My prayers 
were answered and I grew closer 
to God once again when we were 
given gifts to help pay our bills and 
provide for our four kids. 

My family is not perfect, but we 
have changed and grown stronger 
in faith. I learned through my RCIA 
experience and my husband’s near-

death experience that I know I can 
trust the Saints and God they will lead 
us and guide us and protect us!

My gratitude for the Catholic faith 
continues and at Easter I received all 
the sacraments alongside our daughter. 

I’ve learned also during my classes 
to be grateful I may be going threw 
hardships but someone always has 
it worst and I should be thankful for 
what I have and that God provides 
for us. I enjoy attending Mass and I 
understand it way more and enjoy 
taking my kids and us being able to 
attend as a family. I’m so thankful for 
the church in my life, and to have had 
the opportunity to go to RCIA.

The Rite of Christian Initiation 
for Adults ministry is funded by your 
contributions to the CSA. Your gift 
changes the lives of adults longing for 
and seeking a reason for hope through 
our faith.

Through prayer, I saw 
miracles. My husband 

survived and our family 
is so very thankful for the 

Church in our lives.

Celebrating the 75th anniversary of the  
                               Diocese of Austin through its history

As the Diocese of Austin prepares 
to kick off its year-long 75th anniversary 
celebration in November, archivist Olivia 
Herschel has been working behind the 
scenes to unearth treasures that share 
the rich history of our local Church.

“I love finding those small stories 
of our local parishes and how unique 
they are, and stories about parishioners 
and photographs that have been tucked 

away,” she said.
Pope Pius XII established the 

Diocese of Austin in 1947, carving it 
out of several dioceses — the Dioceses 
of Dallas and Galveston and the 
Archdiocese of San Antonio — and 
making it the seventh diocese in Texas. 
At that time, the diocese consisted of 
30 Central Texas counties and served 
75,495 Catholics through 55 parishes 

and 43 missions. Today, the Catholic 
population is about 700,000 and the 
diocese includes 123 faith communities 
in 25 counties.

Bishop Joe Vásquez will celebrate 
Mass on Nov. 19 to launch the 
anniversary celebration, which will 
include several events over the next 
years. In addition, he has designated 
certain parishes as pilgrimage sites, 



DIOCESE OF AUSTIN                               REFLECTIONS  |  FALL 2022

REFLECTIONS

6225 E US 290 HWY SVRD EB 

Austin, TX 78723 

Diocese of Austin

is published quarterly by the Stewardship and Development Office

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

@austindiocese

Phone (512) 949-2400 

www.austindiocese.org/csa

where people can gather, pray and 
receive a plenary indulgence.

“I am looking forward to celebrating 
this milestone in our diocese, and I hope 
all will join us as we continue to share 
the message of Christ with our families 
and communities,” Bishop Vásquez told 
the Catholic Spirit.

The diocesan Archive preserves 
the history of the diocese. Not only 
does it have records for all the parishes, 
schools, religious organizations and 
clergy, but it also holds the majority 
of the sacramental record books in 
the diocese. Parishes are required 
to record baptisms, confirmations, 
marriages and deaths in these special 
registers, and Olivia fields regular 
requests for this information.

One of the tasks Olivia has 
tackled is the commemorative book 
Bishop Vásquez commissioned for 
the anniversary. “The Treasures of the 
Diocese of Austin” tells the history of 
the diocese from its earliest days, when 
residents, settlers and newly arrived 
migrants came to Texas, building towns 
and living their Catholic faith, to the 

present day. Text and photos of all 
parishes, missions, convents, schools, 
hospitals and more are featured.  

Olivia has also worked on a 
traveling history display that will visit 
parishes during the year. In contrast 
with the commemorative book, the 
panels feature tangible items along with 
photographs. For example, on display 
will be episcopal treasures, such as the 

vestments and ring, crosier and pectoral 
cross for Bishop Louis J. Reicher, our 
diocese’s first bishop.

She will also host a short video 
series, “Ask an Archivist,” with episodes 
released on social media throughout 
the 75th anniversary year. “The 
videos are a way for us to engage our 
community and bring awareness to 
the archive and the rich history that it 
holds,” she said.

The theme for the 75th 
anniversary is “That they may all be 
one” (Jn 17:21), which is also the theme 
for the Eucharistic Revival. “My hope is 
that these initiatives will complement 
one another by fostering a greater 
love for the Eucharist and serving as a 
source of unity in our diocese,” Bishop 
Vásquez said.

For more information about the 
Diocese of Austin’s 75th anniversary 
celebration, please go to  
www.austindiocese75.org.

The diocesan Archive 
preserves the history of 
the diocese. Not only does 
it have records for all the 
parishes, schools, religious 
organizations and clergy, but 
it also holds the majority 
of the sacramental record 
books in the diocese. 

LEFT: Sr. Mary Agnes Zinni O.S.B. and Bishop 
Reicher break ground on Holy Cross Hospital in 
Austin, September 1949.

Solemn Blessing of the Convent of St. John Bosco in Taylor, Texas, with Bishop Reicher in attendance, 
October 27, 1948
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