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Office of the Bishop

January 1, 2023 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

In the summer of 2001, the Diocese of Austin inaugurated the Ethics and Integrity in Ministry 

(EIM) program – one of the first programs for the protection of children and youth in the United States. 

As of January 1, 2023, the diocese will implement VIRTUS® for the training and safety education of 

adults and youth, and VIRTUS® Online as the EIM database portal.  

As your bishop, I remain committed to our shared effort to protect God’s children – of all ages – 

and expect all who join in my ministry in the Diocese of Austin to act morally, ethically, and with 

integrity.  I require diligent compliance with our EIM policies and procedures, which are reviewed 

annually and updated as needed. 

All persons who engage in ministry in the Diocese of Austin (clergy, religious, employees, and 

lay volunteers) must complete the two-step EIM registration process through VIRTUS® Online in order 

to serve in ministry.  The first step is to submit your profile and background history, agree to adhere to 

the diocesan Code of Ethics, and authorize the Diocese to run an initial background check.  The second 

step is to sign-up for and participate in an in-person EIM workshop within the first 30 days of ministry. 

To remain compliant and eligible to continue serving in ministry you will need to reauthorize a 

background check and complete an online EIM refresher training every three years. 

The EIM workshop for adults, Protecting God’s Children®, gives insight into the victim’s 

experience of sexual abuse, teaches skills for prevention and response, and reviews diocesan EIM policies 

and procedures.  Age-appropriate education for youth, focusing on boundaries, respect for self and others, 

safety in relationships, and the sacredness of being a child of God is provided through VIRTUS’ 

Empowering God’s Children®.  

EIM policies include reporting procedures and the diocesan response to allegations of: (i) abuse, 

exploitation, or neglect of a child, (ii) abuse of a child who is now an adult, (iii) abuse, exploitation, or 

neglect of an elderly person or a person with a disability, (iv) other breaches of ethical behavior expected 

of those in ministry. 

You join tens of thousands of people in our diocese who have committed over the past 20 years 

to establishing a safe and ethical environment for our children and others.  I am grateful for your response 

in living your baptismal call by joining my ministry and serving those who are entrusted to us.  Wishing 

you God’s blessings and with gratitude for your service, I remain 

Gratefully in Christ, 

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez 

Bishop of Austin 




