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    Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
The following questions are common among donors who are asked to support a Planned Giving program. 
Organization leaders and volunteers new to planned giving concepts will likely also have many of these 
questions. 

How was I chosen to be approached by a planned giving team member? 
In working to increase planned giving for our parish, our team reviewed several factors including 
involvement and giving history. Your past dedication and generosity to our parish demonstrates that you 
might be interested in creating a legacy to support the mission of our parish after your lifetime. 

What is a planned gift? 
A planned gift, sometimes also called a legacy gift, is a significant charitable gift, made either during a 
donor’s lifetime or at death as a part of his/her financial or estate plan, which is typically funded with 
assets (not income). In contrast, gifts made to the parish offertory or to annual appeals are usually 
funded with income and are generally not part of a larger financial or estate plan. 

Will I receive tax benefits from a planned gift? 
While there is no guarantee of any particular tax advantage, planned gifts are often offset by attractive tax 
benefits. The Diocese of Austin’s Associate Director of Planned Giving can help you understand the 
potential tax implications of your gift. You should also consider discussing your plans with a financial 
advisor and/or legal professional. 

How do I make a planned gift? 
There are several ways to leave a legacy gift to benefit our parish. We can provide you with information 
and resources to help you develop your legacy gift giving goals. The Associate Director for Planned Giving 
at the Diocese of Austin, your financial advisor and/or legal professional advisor can provide confidential 
guidance to help you develop your planned giving goals and maximize your tax savings and the positive 
impact of your gift(s) to the parish. 

How should my planned gift compare to my annual giving? 
Planned gifts are typically funded with assets and often cost donors nothing during their lifetimes, where 
annual gifts are typically funded with income. Accordingly, planned gifts are often up to 300 times greater 
than a donor’s largest annual gift! 

Am I being asked to leave a planned gift in addition to my annual contributions? 
Yes. Because planned gifts are funded with assets rather than income and often cost donors nothing during 
their lifetimes, we ask you to consider a planned gift in addition to your generous annual contributions. 
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