
Planned Gift Language 
 

The following document provides specific guidance for donors who wish to leave a gift to your organization. This 
document can be printed on your organization’s letterhead and distributed along with mailings or brochures or as a 
standalone piece. 

<<Parish Logo>> 
Please help us sustain our parish mission for future generations by considering one of the options 
below. 

Give Now: 
- Make an immediate, outright gift to <<parish>> by Cash, Marketable Securities, Real Estate, Qualified 

Distributions (from your IRA), Endowment, or using your Donor Advised Fund (DAF) 
- For instructions on transferring stock or bonds, please click here or contact Lisa 

Rosenberger, Associate Director, Diocese of Austin Annual Appeal, at 512-949-2450 or 
l isa.rosenberger@austindiocese.org.  

Give Later: 
- A simple, flexible and versatile way to ensure we can continue our work for years to come is a 

gift in your will or living trust, known as a charitable bequest. The Diocese of Austin has 
partnered with FreeWill to give you a free, easy way to write your legally valid last will and 
testament in about 20 minutes. You can access this free online tool at 
freewill.com/austindiocese. 

- You can also name the parish as the beneficiary of your life insurance policy or retirement 
account. Please use the following language: <<parish>> (EIN xx-xxxxxxx), for the benefit of 
<<parish>>. 

Gifts That Provide Income: 
- A charitable gift annuity (CGA) is a great way you can make a gift to our organization and 

benefit. You transfer your cash or property to us; we promise to make fixed payments to 
you for life at a rate based on your age and you name <<parish>> to receive the remainder 
after your lifetime. When you create a charitable gift annuity to benefit <<parish>> you may 
receive a variety of tax benefits, including a federal income tax charitable deduction when 
you itemize. 

- Gift your highly appreciated assets to a Charitable Remainder Trust, receive payments for 
life or a term of years, and the remainder can be distributed to the parish as the designated 
charitable beneficiary at maturity of the trust. As the donor you may be eligible for a partial 
tax deduction and avoid up front capital gains taxes. There are two ways to receive 
payments with charitable remainder trusts: 

o The annuity trust pays you the same dollar each year as the amount you choose at the start. 
Your payments stay the same, regardless of fluctuations in trust investments. 

o The unitrust pays you, each year, a variable amount based on a fixed percentage of the fair 
market value of the trust assets. The amount of your payments is redetermined annually. If 
the value of the trust increases, so do your payments. If the value decreases, however, so 
will your payment.  

For confidential assistance, contact [               ] at the parish office, or Dan Wierzbowski, Associate 
Director of Planned for the Diocese of Austin, at 512-949-2496 or dan-
wierzbowski@austindiocese.org.  
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