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FreeWill + Diocese of Austin
[bookmark: _7eso7lsy1ffp]October 2025 National Family History Month Toolkit - Parishes
Below, find an email series, newsletter, social post, and Sunday Announcement encouraging your supporters to create a plan in honor of this observance.  If you would like to make edits to this content, please make a copy of this Google Doc to your own drive or download the file as a .docx. You will not be able to edit this document directly. 

We recommend the following to boost performance: 
· Including a header image or GIF
· Including a picture of a staff member in your email signature to make it personable

Please use the Tracking Links that accompany each piece of copy so we can accurately track gifts generated from this outreach.

Initial Email
[bookmark: _ymjmbresfmkc]**Bequest Tracking Link for Initial Email (please hyperlink to this URL as demonstrated below): https://www.freewill.com/austindiocese?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=eblast&utm_campaign=202510_austindiocese_nfm_soft_tree_parish_toolkit 
—

Subject:  Celebrating our community of God this Family History Month

Body:

Dear [NAME],
As members of our parish family, we share in a legacy stretching generations. This October, during National Family History Month, we are reminded of what a gift this community is, and how it was built on love, faithfulness, and hope. It is now our turn to prayerfully consider how we can pass on the blessings entrusted to us. 
Estate planning is a simple yet profound way to care for our family — and our family of faith — and to leave behind a legacy rooted in Gospel values.
[image: ]
To help you begin, [PARISH] has partnered with FreeWill, a free and secure tool that allows you to create or update your will in just 20 minutes. This resource can help you care for your loved ones while also leave a legacy to the church.
This Family History Month, protect what you value and what makes your faith strong.
In Christ,
[SIGNATURE]

Follow-up Email
[bookmark: _2k4ihvj5siom]**Bequest Tracking Link for Follow-up Email (please hyperlink to this URL as demonstrated below): https://www.freewill.com/austindiocese?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=followup&utm_campaign=202510_austindiocese_nfm_soft_tree_parish_toolkit  
—

Subject: Passing on our legacy of faith and love

Body:

Dear [NAME],
This week is National Estate Planning Awareness Week, which ties in beautifully with Family History Month. Together, they remind us that our legacies are about more than possessions — they are about the values, stories and faith we pass on.
As members of a rich community of faith, we inherited a legacy and must now prayerfully consider the one we will leave behind. One way we can do this through well-thought-out estate plan.
Through estate planning, you can:
· Provide clarity and peace of mind for your loved ones
· Pass down the values and stories that shaped your family
· Support [PARISH] or your favorite ministry
[image: ]
Our free resource, FreeWill, makes this process simple and accessible. In just 20 minutes, you can create or update your will and ensure your legacy of love and faith continues.
Sincerely,
[SIGNATURE]


Bulletin/Newsletter
[bookmark: _7rqpj2emmwxo]**Bequest Tracking Link for Newsletter(please hyperlink to this URL as demonstrated below): https://www.freewill.com/austindiocese?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=enewsletter&utm_campaign=202510_austindiocese_nfm_parish_toolkit   
—
This October, celebrate Family History Month with prayerful planning
As stewards of Christ, we share in a legacy of faith passed down from generation to generation. During National Family History Month and National Estate Planning Awareness Week, we’re reminded of the call to prayerfully plan for the future, care for our loved ones and carry on what means most to us.
[PARISH] has partnered with FreeWill, a free online resource that allows you to create or update your will in just 20 minutes. This simple step can help you provide clarity for your family, while also offering the opportunity to leave a legacy rooted in faith.

[bookmark: _qegptwfun4l5]Social Post
[bookmark: _h8duxg1jgvzs]**Bequest Tracking Link for Social Post(please hyperlink to this URL as demonstrated below): https://www.freewill.com/austindiocese?utm_source=partner&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=202510_austindiocese_nfm_parish_toolkit    
—
This October, we celebrate both Family History Month and National Estate Planning Awareness Week. As stewards of Christ, we have inherited a legacy of faith and love. Estate planning is one way we can pay that legacy forward — while also caring for our loved ones. Get started today to protect what God has entrusted to you: [LINK]

[bookmark: _t44vn12i5tpz]Sunday Mass Announcement
This October, we’re celebrating National Family History Month, a time to reflect on the legacies of faith and love that we’ve inherited as followers of Christ. This week also marks National Estate Planning Awareness Week, which reminds us of the importance of prayerfully planning for the future.
The Diocese of Austin is offering a free resource called FreeWill, which makes it easy to create or update a will in about 20 minutes. This tool can help you care for your family and consider how you may pass on your own legacy of faith.
To learn more and begin your plan, visit FreeWill.com/AustinDiocese. 
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