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One of the greatest joys of being your priest/deacon is sharing life with you. Here in our parish, we are more than just a congregation of people, we are a family. We laugh together, mourn together, pray together, and support each other through every season. That is the beauty of the Christian life — we are never alone, because we belong to the family of God.

When the Father sent His Son into the world, He entrusted Him to a family. Jesus grew up surrounded by the love of Mary and Joseph, by extended relatives and faithful friends. He knew the warmth, the joy, and even the sacrifice that comes with being part of a family. And so do we.

Being part of a family means learning to share — our time, our meals, our resources, and sometimes even our peace and quiet! But most importantly, it means being willing to sacrifice out of love. In a family, we carry one another’s burdens. We give because we love.

And we are all sons and daughters of our Heavenly Father. That means everyone around us — not just those we live with — are our brothers and sisters. When we remember that, everything changes. We begin to see those who are suffering not as strangers, but as members of our own family. And when family is in need, we respond.

That is what the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) is all about. It’s our opportunity — as a parish family — to come together in love, to support the ministries of our diocese, and to care for those in need across Central Texas.

This year’s theme is “Together we bring hope.” And what a powerful truth that is. When we act together as the Body of Christ, our combined generosity transforms lives. No single gift can do it alone — but together, we bring hope.

Through your support of the CSA, we provide:

· Food, shelter, and emergency aid through Catholic Charities to the most vulnerable in our communities;
· Education and formation for children in Catholic schools and parish faith programs — including right here in our parish;
· Support for our seminarians, as they prepare for a life of priestly service to the Church;
· Care for our senior and retired priests, who have given their lives for us and now depend on our support;
· And ministries that walk with families, couples, young adults, and the elderly throughout their spiritual journeys.

When you give to the CSA, you are living out Jesus’ command to love God with all your heart, soul, mind, and strength — and to love your neighbor as yourself. Your gift becomes a lifeline for someone you may never meet — a family facing eviction, a young man discerning the priesthood, a grieving widow in need of pastoral care. You become the face of Christ to them.

This weekend, I invite you to consider prayerfully your gift to the CSA. Think about the blessings God has poured into your life. Reflect on how He may be calling you to share those blessings — with your diocesan family, with those in need, with the next generation of our Church.

I have made my pledge to the CSA, and I’ve chosen to increase my gift this year — because I believe in the power of what we can do together. I hope you will join me.

You’ll find a pledge card in your pew. Please take a moment to fill it out today, if you are ready. If you need more time, take it home and pray over it. You may return it next weekend or mail it directly using the envelope provided.

There are several convenient ways to give:

1. Online at www.austindiocese.org/give
2. Scan the QR code on the pledge card or pew sign with your phone camera.
3. Make a one-time or monthly pledge — whichever is easiest for you.

No gift is too small. Every offering is multiplied when combined with others. And every dollar is a witness of your love — love for God, and love for your neighbor.

Thank you for your past generosity. Thank you for being part of this parish family. And thank you for the ways you will once again bring hope to so many through your support of the CSA.

May God bless you and your loved ones abundantly.
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