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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today’s Scripture readings offer profound insights that speak to our mission as we kick off the upcoming Catholic Services Appeal (CSA). They remind us how, together, we bring hope to others through faith, humility, and generous love. Here are some homily ideas on these lessons from the readings:

1. God’s Justice and the Cry of the Lowly (Sirach 35:12-18) – In the first reading, Sirach proclaims that “The Lord is a God of justice, who knows no favorites” and that “the prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds.” God hears the cries of the oppressed, the orphan, and the widow, assuring us that He is not deaf to those in need.
Homily ideas:
Pope Francis continues to reference the words of St. Augustine, “You made us for yourself Lord, and our heart is restless until it rests in you.”  What is so evocative of Augustine’s words is that he speaks not of many hearts, but rather, of one heart – Our Heart. The CSA calls us to share in God’s compassion and justice with one heart in Christ’s heart. Pope Leo’s motto speaks to this so well – In the One we are one.  When we support the CSA, our heart joins the heart of the Lord, bringing his justice and mercy, helping him to answer the cries of the poor and vulnerable in our communities. Our contributions are one way that God “will not delay” in responding to those prayers, using us to bring hope and relief to them.

2. Humility vs. Self-Righteousness (Luke 18:9-14 – The Pharisee’s Attitude) – In today’s Gospel, Jesus addresses a parable to those who were convinced of their righteousness. He paints a vivid contrast between a Pharisee and a tax collector praying in the Temple. The Pharisee’s prayer is full of pride and self-congratulation. He lists his good deeds and looks down on others, saying, “O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity… or even like this tax collector.” His outward religiosity is undermined by an inner arrogance and lack of charity.
Homily ideas:
In our own lives, especially when we engage in good works or charity, we consider our hearts brought together as one heart in Christ’s heart. Our support for the Church’s ministries is not about boasting or comparing ourselves to others. Rather, it flows out of oneness in humility and gratitude. We give not because we are superior, but because we recognize that all we have is a gift from God and that in one heart we share the gift.  Generosity is always accompanied by humility.

3. The Power of Humble Prayer (Luke 18:9-14 – The Tax Collector’s Attitude) – In contrast, the tax collector in the parable stands at a distance, not even daring to raise his eyes to heaven. He beats his breast and prays simply, “O God, be merciful to me, a sinner.” Jesus tells us that it was this humble sinner, not the proud Pharisee, who went home justified in God’s eyes. “Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.” God looks lovingly on a contrite heart.
Homily Ideas:
Humility is powerful. When we acknowledge our need for God’s mercy, we open our hearts to His heart for His grace to work through us. This is the point of the Sacred Heart of Jesus – that our heart is pulled into His heart by which we can begin to pour our heart out to other hearts.  By contributing to the CSA with a spirit of humility, we imitate the tax collector’s trust in God. We acknowledge that we, too, depend on God’s mercy, and we allow God to exalt that humble offering by turning it into hope for someone in desperate need.

4. St. Paul’s Sacrificial Witness (2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18) – In the second reading, St. Paul reflects on his life of service as he nears the end of his mission. “I am already being poured out like a libation,” he writes, “I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” Despite hardships – “everyone deserted me” – Paul testifies that “the Lord stood by me and gave me strength.” He is confident that “the Lord will rescue me from every evil threat and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.”
Homily ideas:
St. Paul’s life is an example of sacrificial commitment and hope. He “poured out” his life in service to the Gospel, trusting God to sustain him. We are invited to pour ourselves out in love as well. Supporting the CSA is one concrete way to offer ourselves as a libation – a sacrificial offering – for the good of others. It may feel like a sacrifice to make a monetary commitment, but God will stand by us and give us strength, just as He did for Paul. And like Paul, we trust that our faithful offering will be recognized not only in heaven, but also here and now through the good it accomplishes. Our sacrificial gifts, united with others, become a source of hope and salvation for many.

5. Together we bring hope (Community Call) – All of today’s readings together deliver a message of hope born from humility and unity. Sirach assures us that God hears the lowly; the Psalm refrains, “The Lord hears the cry of the poor”; Jesus teaches that humility before God leads to exaltation; Paul shows that a life poured out in faith inspires others. These truths converge in our theme “Together we bring hope.” None of us alone can answer every cry or heal every wound, but together, with God’s grace, we can make a profound difference.
Homily ideas:
There is great power in our unity. When we come together as the Mystical Body of Christ, like a physical body, the heart gives life. What a beautiful image of the heart of the Mystical Body and the heart of our physical bodies!  Our collective generosity becomes a beacon of hope in Central Texas. We all share the responsibility to care for our neighbors in need – and we all share in the joy that comes from lifting them because we all share one heart which seeks to rest in God! By participating in the CSA as a parish and as a diocese, we affirm that we are one family in Christ, each of us contributing our part. In doing so, we reflect God’s heart to the world, because together, we are the instruments God uses to bring hope to those who need it most.

Call to Action: Living the Gospel through the CSA
Jesus’ parable challenges us to respond with humility and action. Today, we are called to be like the tax collector – aware of our dependence on God – and to be like the faithful disciple Paul – willing to pour ourselves out for the sake of others. This year’s theme, “Together we bring hope,” echoes Pope Francis’ call for this Holy Year of 2025. It reminds us that by uniting in faith and charity, we can bring the hope of Christ to countless people in need. Supporting the Catholic Services Appeal is a tangible way to answer that call.

Through the Catholic Services Appeal, our diocese can:

· Provide financial assistance, food, and clothing to those in desperate need (feeding the hungry, aiding the poor, and offering emergency relief).
· Support religious education, marriage preparation classes, and pro-life activities, nurturing families, and affirming the dignity of all human life.
· Aid in the formation of seminarians and deacons, and provide tuition assistance for children in Catholic schools, fostering the future of our faith and ensuring access to education for the next generation.
· Offer spiritual guidance and retreats, and fund programs for youth and young adults, so that the young in our communities encounter Christ and grow in faith.
· Care for our senior and retired priests and support those actively serving in ministry, as an expression of gratitude for their lifelong service to us.

No gift is too small and no gift too large in making a significant impact in someone’s life. Your generosity is a material way to make evident the heart of Christ which is the heart of this diocese.  When your heart is close to Christ’s heart in generosity, He will draw all hearts into His, especially those who are most in need.

I invite each of you to consider prayerfully making a sacrificial gift today. Our goal is 100% participation – that every household share in the mission of hope. Remember the greatest commandment: to love God with all our heart and to love our neighbor as ourselves. By your commitment, you demonstrate this love in action. We trust that God, who cannot be outdone in generosity, will bless you in return – “the Lord will not delay” in caring for you and your needs even as you care for others.

Thank you for your open hearts and your willingness to help make Christ’s love visible. May God bless you for your generosity and your commitment to making a difference in our community. Amen.

(After the closing prayer of the homily, proceed with the in-pew pledge process.)
At this time, I ask the ushers to distribute the CSA pledge envelopes and pencils. As you receive your envelope, I will also fill out mine.

(Pause while envelopes are passed out and walk through the portions of the pledge card with parishioners to fill out the card out)

Once your pledge is ready, you can place the envelope in the collection basket today. If you need more time, you may also take it home and bring it back next week or mail it directly to the diocese using the envelope.

The ushers will now come forward to collect any completed pledge envelopes.

Thank you for your generosity and support of the CSA. Together, we truly bring hope to those who need it most!


Lectionary Readings for October 25–26, 2025 
(30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Cycle C)

Reading I – Sirach 35:12-14, 16-18
The LORD is a God of justice,
who knows no favorites.
Though not unduly partial toward the weak,
yet he hears the cry of the oppressed.
The Lord is not deaf to the wail of the orphan,
nor to the widow when she pours out her complaint.
The one who serves God willingly is heard;
his petition reaches the heavens.
The prayer of the lowly pierces the clouds;
it does not rest till it reaches its goal,
nor will it withdraw till the Most High responds,
judges justly and affirms the right,
and the Lord will not delay.

Responsorial Psalm – Psalm 34:2-3, 17-18, 19, 23R.(7a)
The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
I will bless the LORD at all times;
his praise shall be ever in my mouth.
Let my soul glory in the LORD;
the lowly will hear me and be glad.
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD confronts the evildoers,
to destroy remembrance of them from the earth.
When the just cry out, the LORD hears them,
and from all their distress he rescues them.
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted;
and those who are crushed in spirit he saves.
The LORD redeems the lives of his servants;
no one incurs guilt who takes refuge in him.
R. The Lord hears the cry of the poor.

Reading II – 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18
Beloved: I am already being poured out like a libation,
and the time of my departure is at hand.
I have competed well; I have finished the race;
I have kept the faith.
From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me,
which the Lord, the just judge,
will award to me on that day, and not only to me,
but to all who have longed for his appearance.
At my first defense no one appeared on my behalf,
but everyone deserted me.
May it not be held against them!
But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength,
so that through me the proclamation might be completed
and all the Gentiles might hear it.
And I was rescued from the lion’s mouth.
The Lord will rescue me from every evil threat
and will bring me safe to his heavenly kingdom.
To him be glory forever and ever. Amen.

Gospel – Luke 18:9-14
Jesus addressed this parable
to those who were convinced of their own righteousness
and despised everyone else.
“Two people went up to the temple area to pray;
one was a Pharisee and the other was a tax collector.
The Pharisee took up his position and spoke this prayer to himself,
‘O God, I thank you that I am not like the rest of humanity –
greedy, dishonest, adulterous – or even like this tax collector.
I fast twice a week, and I pay tithes on my whole income.’
But the tax collector stood off at a distance
and would not even raise his eyes to heaven
but beat his breast and prayed,
‘O God, be merciful to me a sinner.’
I tell you, the latter went home justified, not the former;
for whoever exalts himself will be humbled,
and the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”
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