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What is the Chrism Mass?

Two significant and related things happen at the Chrism Mass. The first 
is the Renewal of Priestly Promises and the second is the Consecration of 
Chrism and the Blessing of the Oils of the Sick and Catechumens, which will 
be used by our priests in their ministry to God’s people throughout the year.

At the Chrism Mass the priests of the Diocese renew their priestly promises. 
In doing this, they renew their commitment before the bishop and the people 
gathered to be united to Jesus, to be faithful stewards of the mysteries of God 
(the sacraments), and to not seek any gain but to be moved “only by zeal for 
souls.” The bishop, after asking the lay faithful to pray for their priests, asks 
them to pray for him as well that he may “be faithful to the apostolic office” 
entrusted to him. 

The Chrism Mass takes its name from the Chrism that will be consecrated 
during the Mass. At this Mass, the bishop consecrates Sacred Chrism and 
blesses the Oil of the Sick and the Oil of Catechumens. This is again connected 
to the life of the priest and bishop. The Chrism and the Holy Oils are used 
at significant moments in the life of the Church: Baptisms, Confirmations, 
Ordinations of Priests and Bishops, Consecrations of new churches, and in 
the Anointing of the Sick. Without Chrism and the Holy Oils, the priest or 
bishop cannot carry out his sacramental ministry and the life of the Church 
suffers. 

As we celebrate this Mass we are reminded of the important ministry of our 
priests and bishops, and we pray that God sustains them in ministry and 
sends us many more. 

 



“Let us pray that God our almighty Father
will bless this oil so that all 

who are anointed with it 
may be inwardly transformed

and come to share 
in eternal salvation.” 

- The Rite of Consecration of the Chrism



Ministers of the Celebration
Presider	 Most Reverend Daniel E. Garcia 
	 Bishop of Austin

Principal Concelebrants	 Very Reverend Thomas Reitmeyer, JCL
	  Vicar General and Moderator of the Curia
	 Very Reverend Douglas Jeffers
	  Judicial Vicar
	 Very Reverend Christopher Downey
	 Vicar for Priests
	
Concelebrants 	 Priests of the Diocese of Austin

Deans 	 Very Reverend Basil Aguzie, MSP
	 Austin Central
	 Very Reverend Keith Koehl
	 Austin North
	 Very Reverend David Leibham
	 Austin South
	 Very Reverend Paul Hudson
	 Bastrop/Lockhart
	 Very Reverend Steve Sauser
	 Brenham/La Grange
	 Very Reverend Brian Eilers
	 Bryan/College Station
	 Very Reverend Juan Carlos Lopez
	 Georgetown/Round Rock 
	 Very Reverend Brian McMaster 
	 Killeen/Temple
	 Very Reverend Ed Karasek
	 Lampasas/Marble Falls
	 Very Reverend Brion Zarsky
	 San Marcos
	 Very Reverend James Ekeocha
	 Waco

Deacon of the Word 	 Deacon Brian McNaughton

Deacon of the Altar 	 Deacon Ron Walker

Masters of Ceremonies	 Reverend Lê-Minh Pham 
	 Reverend Samuel Bass 
	 Deacon Chris Haberberger 

Servers	 Seminarians of the Diocese of Austin

Director of Diocesan Choir	 Morris Stevens Jr., Ph.D. 

Organist	 Vincent Pham



Preludes	             The Spirit of the Lord 
Philip J. Stopford

Introductory Rites
Entrance Procession  

Flor Peeters 
 

Processional Hymn	 Lift High the Cross 
Robert Hobby

Greeting 

Penitential Act 



Gloria	            Mass of St. Frances Cabrini 
	 Kevin Keil 

 

 

Collect 



Liturgy of the Word
First Reading 	 Isaiah 61: 1-3a, 6a, 8b-9

El espíritu del Señor está sobre mí, porque me ha ungido y me ha enviado 
para anunciar la buena nueva a los pobres, a curar a los de corazón 
quebrantado, a proclamar el perdón a los cautivos, y la libertad a los 
prisioneros; a pregonar el año de gracia del Señor, el día venganza de 
nuestro Dios.
El Señor me ha enviado a consolar a los afligidos, los afligidos de Sión, a 
cambiar su ceniza en diadema, sus lágrimas en aceite perfumado de alegría 
y su abatimiento, en cánticos. Ustedes serán llamados “sacerdotes del 
Señor;” “ministros de nuestro Dios” se les llamará.
Esto dice el Señor: “Yo les daré su recompensa fielmente y haré con ellos un 
pacto perpetuo.  Su estirpe será célebre entre las naciones, y sus vástagos, 
entre los pueblos. Cuantos los vean reconocerán que son la estirpe que 
bendijo el Señor.”
Palabra de Dios.  		  R. Te alabamos Señor. 
 

Responsorial Psalm	 Psalm 89 
Mary Frances Reza



Second Reading 	          Revelation 1:5-8

Grace to you and peace from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead and ruler of the kings of the earth.  To him who loves 
us and has freed us from our sins by his Blood, who has made us into a 
Kingdom, priests for his God and Father, to him be the glory and power 
forever and ever. Amen.
Behold, he is coming amid the clouds, and every eye will see him, even 
those who pierced him.  All the peoples of the earth will lament him.  Yes.  
Amen.
 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “the one who is and 
who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”
The word of the Lord.  	 R. Thanks be to God.
 

Gospel Acclamation	 Misa Luna 
Peter Kolar 

 

	

 
Gospel 	 Luke 4:16-21
En aquel tiempo, Jesús fue a Nazaret, donde se había criado. Entró en la 
sinagoga, como era su costumbre hacerlo los sábados, y se levantó para 
hacer la lectura. Se le dio el volumen del profeta Isaías, lo desenrolló y 
encontró el pasaje en que estaba escrito: El Espíritu del Señor está sobre mí, 
porque me ha ungido para llevar a los pobres la buena nueva, para anunciar 
la liberación a los cautivos y la curación a los ciegos, para dar libertad a los 
oprimidos y proclamar el año de gracia del Señor.
Enrolló, el volumen, lo devolvió al encargado y se sentó. Los ojos de todos 
los asistentes a la sinagoga estaban fijos en él. Entonces comenzó a hablar, 
diciendo:  “Hoy mismo se ha cumplido este pasaje de la Escritura que 
acaban de oír.”
Palabra del Señor.  	 R. Gloria a ti, Señor Jesús.

Homily



Renewal of Priestly Promises
The Bishop invites the priests to stand as he asks:
Bishop:	 Beloved sons, on the anniversary of that day when Christ our 

Lord conferred his priesthood on his Apostles and on us, are you 
resolved to renew, in my presence and the presence of God’s holy 
people, the promises you once made?

Priests: 	 I am.

Bishop:	 Are you resolved to be more united with the Lord Jesus and more 
closely conformed to him, denying yourselves and confirming 
those promises about sacred duties towards Christ’s Church 
which, prompted by love of him, you willingly and joyfully pledged 
on the day of your priestly ordination?

Priests:	 I am.

Bishop:	 Are you resolved to be faithful stewards of the mysteries of God in 
the Holy Eucharist and the other liturgical rites and to discharge 
faithfully the sacred office of teaching, following Christ the Head 
and Shepherd, not seeking any gain, but moved only by zeal for 
souls?

Priests:	 I am.

Then, turned toward the people, the bishop continues:
Bishop:	 As for you, dearest sons and daughters, pray for your priests, that 

the Lord may pour out his gifts abundantly upon them, and keep 
them faithful as ministers of Christ, the High Priest, so that they 
may lead you to him, who is the source of salvation.

All:	 Christ, hear us.  Christ, graciously hear us.

Bishop:	 And pray also for me, that I may be faithful to the apostolic office 
entrusted to me in my lowliness and that in your midst I may be 
made day by day a living and more perfect image of Christ, the 
Priest, the Good Shepherd, the Teacher and Servant of all.

All:	 Christ, hear us.  Christ, graciously hear us.

Bishop:	 May the Lord keep us all in his charity and lead all of us, 
shepherds and flock, to eternal life.

All:	 Amen.



Blessing of Oils and  
Rite of Consecration of the Chrism

The Oil of the Sick is unperfumed blessed olive oil used by the priest during 
the sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick to bring comfort and strength to 
the faithful whose health is seriously impaired by sickness or old age.

The Oil of Catechumens is unperfumed blessed olive oil used to anoint 
infants before Baptism during the Rite of Infant Baptism and to strengthen 
catechumens during their time of formation and prior to their Baptism at 
Easter Vigil.

The Balsam, traditionally a resinous and aromatic substance from terebinth 
trees, is mixed with olive oil to give fragrance to the Sacred Chrism.

The Sacred Chrism is a fragrant consecrated oil used to anoint the newly 
baptized, to seal the baptized in Confirmation, to anoint the hands of priests 
and the head of bishops at their ordination, and to consecrate an altar and a 
new church.

El Óleo de los Enfermos es un aceite de oliva bendecido sin perfume usado 
por el sacerdote durante el sacramento de la Unción de los Enfermos para 
llevar consuelo y fortaleza a los fieles cuya salud está seriamente debilitada 
por la enfermedad o la edad avanzada.

El Óleo de los Catecúmenos es un aceite de oliva bendecido sin perfume usado 
para ungir a los infantes antes del Bautismo durante el Rito del Bautismo de 
Infantes y para fortalecer a los catecúmenes durante su tiempo de formación 
y antes de su Bautismo durante la Vigilia Pascual. 

El Bálsamo, tradicionalmente una substancia resinosa y aromática de los 
árboles de terebinto, es mezclada con aceite de oliva para dar fragancia al 
Sagrado Crisma.

El Sagrado Crisma es un óleo consagrado fragante usado para ungir a los 
recién bautizados, para sellar al bautizado en la Confirmación, para ungir las 
manos de los sacerdotes y la cabeza de los obispos en su ordenación, y para 
consagrar un altar y una nueva iglesia. 



The Blessing of the Oils	 Ritual Music for Chrism Mass
	 Jay F. Hunstiger 

We sing after each blessing:



Liturgy of the Eucharist
Presentation of the Gifts Anthem	 Ave Verum Corpus 
	 Bill Heigen 
Eucharistic Prayer 
Sanctus	 St. Frances of Cabrini 

Kevin Keil

 

Mystery of Faith	 Misa Luna 

Great Amen  	              Misa Luna

	

Lord’s Prayer

Sign of Peace	



Agnus Dei	       Misa Luna

Communion Antiphon	 Cerisier

I will sing for ever of your mercies, O Lord;  
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your fidelity.



Communion Hymns	 Taste and See 
James E. Moore



Bread of Life from Heaven 
Marty Haugen 



Communion Anthem 	 Adoramus Te Christe
Dubois

Post Communion Antiphon 	 Thy Kingdom Come
Karen Marrolli

	
Prayer after Communion

Concluding Rite
Presentation of Holy Oils to the Deans

Words of Gratitude



Blessing 

Recessional Hymn 	  The Church’s One Foundation
AURELIA

Postlude	 Brass Ensemble

All music printed with permission. OneLicense.net A-721676



Words of Thanks
We thank the staff and community of St. Vincent de Paul Parish for their 

hospitality and assistance in hosting the Chrism Mass.

The Diocesan Choir is formed by singers from the following parishes:
Emmaus, Lakeway

Good Shepherd, Lometa
Holy Vietnamese Martyrs, Austin

Sacred Heart, Austin
San José, Austin
Santa Cruz, Buda

St. Albert the Great, Austin
St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Pflugerville

St. John Neumann, Austin
St. John Vianney, Round Rock
St. Margaret Mary, Cedar Park

St. Martin de Porres, Dripping Springs
St. Mary of the Assumption, Taylor

St. Theresa, Austin
St. Thomas More, Austin

St. Vincent de Paul, Austin
St. William, Round Rock






