
 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK… 
 

The liturgical catechetical point for this week deals with the Liturgy 
of the Word. Why do the lectors and cantor take so long to go to the 
ambo/podium to do the readings and the Responsorial Song? 
 This comes from the “General Instructions:” “The Liturgy of the Word is to be 
celebrated in such a way as to favor meditation. Thus, any kind of haste only hinders a 
sense of recollection and is clearly to be avoided. During other periods of the liturgy, brief 
periods of silence are also appropriate. By means of these, under the action of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God 
may be grasped by the heart and a response through prayer may be prepared. It may be appropriate to observe 
such periods of silence, for example, before the Liturgy of the Word itself begins, after the First and Second 
Reading, and lastly at the conclusion of the Homily. (GIRM, no. 56) 
 
 In an article last week I began a look at two famous saints – St. Catherine of Siena and St. 
Benedict. I had several reasons why. In the midst of all that is happening in the church, I think 
that Catherine and Benedict might provide some answers to the questions many are asking. 
Their “original sources” (Catherine’s Dialogue and Benedict’s Rule) have been read for 
hundreds of years. There must be something of value there. Third, they’re both personal 
favorites of mine. I’ve read the entire Rule of St. Benedict several times. I’m only working 
through The Dialogue by the saint who shares my birthday for the first time. I’m doing a “deep 
dive” into the Book of Hebrews for my preaching over the next few weeks. I personally 
wanted to mine the spiritual and theological vein of these two works as well.   
 The virtue I wanted to focus on first is obedience. Both Benedict and Catherine dedicate 
chapters to it. They discuss original disobedience, the roots of disobedient people and actions, 
the positive effects of an obedient spirit, and what corrective action can be taken when we 
drift away from “the narrow way.” 
 In The Dialogue, “A Treatise On Obedience,” St. Catherine examines the cause which 
destroyed original obedience in the Garden of Eden. “Look at the first man and you will see– 
it was pride produced by self-love and the desire to please his companion.” Curiously, pleasing 
others seems to be an important stumbling block according to Catherine. (Continued on Page 4) 
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OUR PARISH PRAYER 
INTENTION for THIS WEEK 

 

May people go to confession during the many 
times the sacrament is offered  

at St. Monica Church. 

THE CHURCH of 
SAINT MONICA 
Founded January 11, 1897 
 

Parish Offices 
(Pastoral Administration; Religious 
Education; Business & Finance; 
Worship & Music; Facilities) 

Saint Monica Rectory 
635 First Avenue 
Berwyn, Pennsylvania 19312 

Phone: 610.644.0110 
Facsimile: 610.695.0850 
 

Office of Religious 
Education (Rectory) 
610.647.4757 
 

Parish Website 
www.saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Twitter & Instagram 
@StMonicaBerwyn 
 

Join Flocknote! 
Text “Monica1897” to 84576 
 

Parish Staff E-mail 
FirstInitialLastName@ 
saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Parish Leadership 
financecouncil@ 
saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Mass Schedule 
Daily Mass   8:30 a.m.  
(Monday thru Saturday with a 
Communion Service on Wednesday) 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday     7:30 a.m. 
      9:30 a.m. 
     11:30a.m. 
 

Holy Days         8:30 a.m. 
of Obligation    12 noon 
 

The Sacrament of  
Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Monday  6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday 6:00 to 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 p.m. 
Anytime by appointment. 

Encountering Christ - Through Scripture, Through Liturgy, Through Serving Others 

https://frzlock.com/2018/09/30/benedict-and-catherine-part-one-a-spiritual-reflection/
https://frzlock.com/2018/10/14/the-book-of-hebrews-part-2-homily-for-28th-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
https://frzlock.com/2018/10/14/the-book-of-hebrews-part-2-homily-for-28th-sunday-in-ordinary-time/
https://www.ewtn.com/library/SOURCES/CATHDIAL.HTM
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ALL ABILITIES FOUNDATION  
OF GREATER PHILADELPHIA  

Please join us for a Halloween Magic 
Show!  Music and dancing will add to 
the fun! So put on a costume and fly on 
in, we're so excited for the fun to begin! 
 

 Date: Friday, October 26, 2018 
 Time: 7:00 - 9:00pm 
 Location: St. Monica's Old School Youth Room 
     (601 First Ave Berwyn, PA) 
 Cost: $5 donation/ per person to cover cost of 
    magician 
 

If you have any questions, please contact us at: 
allabilities@saintmonicachurch.org   

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE 
Benefitting St. Gabriel’s Food Cupboard 
Our Parish's Annual Thanksgiving Food 
Drive, which benefits St. Gabriel Food 
Cupboard in Philadelphia,  will 

begin Saturday, October 27th. We will be distributing a 
"Checklist.” Please take and purchase the items listed.  
 Please return the items in a paper bag (with plastic 
bag reinforcements) to the gathering area in the 
Church. All donations must be returned between November 
1st and November 11th. Delivery will take place on Tuesday 
November 13th. If you are able to help with loading and/
or delivery, please contact Bridget Cowell at 484-995-
0731, bridgetc316@gmail.com or Michele Manning at  
610-233-6827, man6fam@comcast.net. 
 We Thank You all for your generosity, kindness 

and concern for those less fortunate. 

FROM the OFFICE of DISCIPLESHIP and FORMATION 

mailto:allabilities@saintmonicachurch.org
mailto:bridgetc316@gmail.com
mailto:man6fam@comcast.net
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September 2018  $66,124  44% Electronic 
September 2017  $60,644  49% Electronic 
September Budget 2018-2019   $67,025 

September YTD 2018   $195,877  47% Electronic 
September YTD 2017   $204,264  47% Electronic 
September YTD Budget   2018-2019   $201,188 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS for SEPTEMBER 2018 

 
 SPECIAL COLLECTION 

 There will be a Special Collection this weekend for Mission Sunday.  
May God bless you for your continued generosity. 

 The Fiscal Year 2019 budget for Saint Monica Parish is available on 
line at www.saintmonicachurch.org under the Parish Information tab in 
the Parish Leadership section. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday, October 14, 2018 
 Sunday Collection $6,527 
 Electronic   $3,466 
 Total     $9,993 
 

We have 192 families 
contributing electronically. 

 

http://www.saintmonicachurch.org
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MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 
 On Sunday, November 4th at the 9:30 Mass, the 
Parish of St. Monica will be remembering those whose 
funerals were celebrated here since November 1, 2017.  
Light refreshments will follow in the Hagenbach Room. 
 The Bereavement Ministry will be placing a Book of 
Remembrance on a lectern to the left of the St. Monica 
statue beginning October 20th.  Those recently deceased 
will be entered and we invite parishioners to add their own 
deceased family and friends’ names.  The book will remain 
at St. Joseph’s altar throughout the month of November. 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK …   
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

“Rather than fastening the key of obedience with the 
‘chord of self-contempt,’… they take delight in the praise 
of men.” Turning away from even reasonable and valid 
pleasure is something else that can lead to an obedient 
heart. In Chapter 5 of The Rule of St. Benedict, “On 
Obedience,” Benedict explains that, “This desire is their 
motive for choosing the narrow way, not living according 
to their own choices, desires, and pleasures.” A third cause 
of disobedience is the simple burden of humanity. When 
things get tough, some people seem to want to just do 
their own thing with a total disregard of others. Catherine 
points out that, “If they suffer a little extra fatigue or 
mental or corporal tribulation,” and their grip on the desire 
for holiness is loosened, “these people are apt to lose their 
key.”  
 “The Key” is an important concept for Catherine. It is 
the instrument that unlocks a person’s holiness. The key is 
the relationship with Christ. She writes, “Where is 
obedience to be found? In the Word – My only-begotten 
Son. The key to unlocking the door of obedience is Christ. 
The (Divine) Word – the Truth – is the porter of that door 
-  but He gives you the key to unlock it. Anyone who 
travels by the way of Christ, “travels in the light, and being 
enlightened, cannot stumble or be caused to fall without 
perceiving it.”  
 Thus Catherine squarely put responsibility for 
obedience on the shoulders of the believer. Quoting 
Augustine, Catherine says that although God “Created you 
without yourselves, I will not save you without yourselves. 
Thus you must take the key in your hand and walk the 
doctrine of My Word.” Benedict writes that haste to accept 
and carry out what is asked is important. “The first degree 
of humility is obedience without delay. This is the virtue of 
those who hold nothing dearer to them than Christ and the 
glory everlasting. But this obedience will be acceptable to 
God and pleasing to others only if what is commanded is 
done without hesitation, delay, lukewarmness, grumbling 
or objection, for “God loves a cheerful giver.” 
 One corrective action that Catherine recommends 
against failure is the Sacrament of Reconciliation. “Leave 
mortal sin by a holy confession, contrition of heart, 
satisfaction, and purpose of amendment. Positive effects 
can be felt in the life of an obedient Servant of God. “Such 
as one feels no hatred when injured, because he wishes to 
obey the precept of forgiveness” writes Catherine. He 
suffers not when his appetites are not satisfied, because 
obedience has ordered him to desire (God) alone, who can 

satisfy all his desires.”                                   (continued) 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK …   
(Continued) 

 

 How do you know when you’re getting it right? “The 
sign that you have this virtue is patience” which Catherine 
calls, “the marrow of obedience and a demonstrative 
sign.” What is interesting is that this patience is bestowed 
upon the obedient person, whether they are in the state of 
grace or not.  
 Catherine writes about other virtues related to 
obedience. Catherine calls patience the “sister of 
obedience.”  She calls charity “the mother of patience.” 
The “nurse who feeds them both” is humility and that a 
soul is obedient in proportion to her humility. Catherine 
also looks at the other side. The sister of self-love is 
impatience. “Pride is her foster-mother and feeds her with 
the darkness of infidelity, so she hastens along the way of 
darkness.” 
 Obedience is not just about following orders. It comes 
from the Latin, oboedire, which means to “listen to” 
something or someone or to “listen for” something or 
someone. It means to place your trust in the hands of 
someone who might be older, wiser and more 
experienced. It means actively seeking guidance, getting 
the direction,  listening to - and following the instructions.  
 Finally, as an aside, Catherine makes reference to the 
“vow of obedience.” “God also left his vicar (The Pope) 
on earth,” writes Catherine. A little clerical trivia here. I 
wear black because it is a sign of dying to the world. The 
collar I wear is called a “Roman collar.” It is a symbol of 
obedience. Twenty-five years ago I took an oath of 
obedience to Cardinal Anthony Bevilacqua “and all of his 
successors.” But ultimately, I promised obedience to the 
same man as Cardinal Bevilacqua promised obedience to - 
the Pope. The Pope always wears a white cassock. Thus 
the white collar represents obedience to the man in the 
white robe. 

http://www.solesmes.com/sites/default/files/upload/pdf/rule_of_st_benedict.pdf
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CATHOLIC GRANDPARENTS  
ASSOCIATION MEETING 
The next Grandparents Association meeting 
is on Tuesday, October 23 in the 
Hagenbach Room. For the convenience of 
our grandparents we will offer this meeting 

at two different times: 1:30 pm and 7:00 pm. Please 
choose the time that works best for you. Our guest 
speaker will be Martie Gillin, Founder of SpeakUP. All 
are welcome! For more information, please contact 
Mary Dressler at 610-688-0614. 
 

LAST CALL FOR THE BABY BOTTLE DRIVE 
Please return your filled baby bottle today! 
Thanks to all of Saint Monica’s parishioners for 
their very generous donations to the Baby Bottle 
Drive!  

Please leave your filled baby bottle in the bassinet in the 
back of church today or in the rectory office during the 
week.  Please fill the bottle with coins, cash or checks 
made payable to Legacy of Life Foundation. Add to the 
memo line “Bottle Drive St. Monica’s”. 
 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING TO BEGIN  
 All parishioners in third grade or above are welcome to 
join the Altar Server Ministry.  Training will be held on 
Sunday, 21 October at 12:30 pm in the Church. New 
servers will then have the opportunity to observe our 
more experienced servers during the weekend Masses 
beginning on November 11th. Servers assist the priest at 
the Mass; prepare the altar; lead processions during Mass; 
guide the assembly when to stand, to sit or kneel; make 
sure that what is needed for the celebration is brought, 
carried or moved into place, among other tasks. Consider 
serving your parish family by helping everyone to worship 
and celebrate in the best way possible. For more 
information, please call the rectory at 610-644-0110. 
 

COME JOIN THE FUN: 
SAINT MONCIA’S CYO BASKETBALL 
Basketball season is just around the corner.  
Saint Monica’s CYO program offers clinics and 

leagues for grades 1 through 12.  Grades 1-4 are open to 
ALL students (ask a neighborhood friend to join your son 
or daughter).  Grades 5-12 are open to any registered 
members of Saint Monica Parish, Saint Isaac Jogues, Our 
Lady of Assumption, or attend a local Catholic School. 
Register at saintmonicacyo.website.siplay.com.  Questions?  
Email Greg McGinn at greg_mcginn@hotmail.com. 

OUTREACH 
The Hungry Need You to help them by 
contributing canned goods or donations for the 
monthly Food Cupboard Drive for Saint Gabriel’s 
parish in South Philadelphia.  The food is 
delivered on the last Tuesday of the month.  The 

drive will be held after all masses next weekend and through 
8:30 am on Tuesday, October 30.  All non-perishable items 
are welcome.  Canned tuna, chicken, chili, peanut butter, 
grape jelly and pasta sauce are much needed.  Checks 
payable to St. Gabriel’s Food Cupboard are appreciated and 
can be placed in the designated box. 
 

HOLY SPIRIT WEEKEND RETREAT 
Friday, November 2nd  from 6 pm to 9 pm 

Saturday, November 3rd from 8 am to 4 pm 
 Join Father Zlock and the Alpha Participants for the 
Holy Spirit weekend at the Malvern Retreat Center. The 
weekend will provide opportunities for guests to 
experience God personally through the Holy Spirit, for 
many this is a transformative moment. The retreat includes 
education, group discussion, and time for Q&A’s, 
Confession and Adoration. There will also be individual 
reflection time on the grounds of the retreat center. 
 Participants will travel home Friday night and return 
Saturday morning. The cost of the weekend is $60.00 and 
includes dinner Friday evening, breakfast and lunch on 
Saturday. Space is limited. For more info contact Terry 
Dougherty at Terrrydougherty@yahoo.com (3 “r’s” in the 
first name of the email address) or 610-608-4858. 

WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE for October 21 

DAY TIME EVENT LOCATION 

Monday 
9:00 am-4:30 pm  
6:30-7:30 pm     
7:15-7:45 pm 

Adoration 
Confession  
Parish Rosary  

Church 
Church 
Grotto 

Tuesday 
6:30-7:15 am 
1:30-2:45 pm 
7:00-8:30 pm 

Confession 
Grandparent’s Association 
Grandparent’s Association 

Church 
Hagenbach Rm 
Hagenbach Rm 

Wednesday 
8:30 am 
7:00-9:30 pm   

Communion Service 
Choir Rehearsal 

Church 
Church 

Thursday 7:00-9:00 pm Walking With Purpose Parish Center 

Friday 9:15-10:45 am  Legion of Mary Rectory 

Saturday 4:00-4:45 pm Confession Church 

PLEASE JOIN US 
Eucharistic Adoration  

Every Monday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 pm 
Parish Rosary in the Grotto (Weather Permitting) 

Every Monday at 7:15 pm 

mailto:Terrrydougherty@yahoo.com


PARISH LEADERSHIP 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Robert Carden 

Kevin Concannon 

Dennis Connell 

Richard Deak 

Kathryn Leib 

Jack Martin 

Michael Vadner 

Alex Weaver 

Kolbe Wolfe 

 

PARISH PASTORAL STAFF 

Reverend Charles Zlock, M.Div, M.A., M.B.I.S., Pastor 

Reverend Allan Fitzgerald, O.S.A., Ph.D., Pastoral Assistance 

The Norbertines of Daylesford Abbey, Pastoral Assistance 

Jason Carter, Director of Discipleship & Formation 

Meghan Nulty, Associate Director of Discipleship & Formation 

Diane Kirsch Pealer, Program Coordinator for Discipleship & Formation 

Theresa Carey, Business Manager 

Catherine H. Levine, Parish Administrative Assistant 

Elizabeth P. Tenaglio, Cemetery Administration 

Vincent Gutierrez, Director of Facilities Management 
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THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYER 
Sonia Altirman, Drew Brazer, Michael Byrne, Lina Cappelli, Terri Carson, Lilly Ciocca, James 
DiAntonio, Gavin Duffy, Rita Dunn, Margarita Elloso, Joseph Erwin, Ria Filippelli, Elaine 
Flynn, Hugh Gannon, Kelly Glacken, Mary Hartley, Karen Hastings, Natalie Innella, Jenna, 
Maya and Eva Izzi, Faith Johnson, Clare Johnston, Libby Judge, Debbie Kern, Charlie 
Litzelman, Jackson MacTaggart, Eugene Matta, Dan McMonigle, Missy Malcarmey, Heather 
Moore, Dr. Mark Nardone, John Neff, Rob Niederer, Steve Pannella, Apolonia Pepperling, 
Rita Reilly, Joel Rivera, John Robinson, Mary Rose, Cathy Russell, Gary Smith, Mildred Walsh 
 

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US 
Melvin Boyd 

 

H.O.P.E. — HELPING OTHER PEOPLE IN EMERGENCIES 
 Leader for this week: Sandie Concannon at 610-647-1068 

THE CHURCH of 
SAINT MONICA 
WWW.SAINTMONICACHURCH.ORG 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

Facebook 
The Church of Saint 

Monica, Berwyn 
 

Twitter 
@StMonicaBerwyn 

 
Instagram 

@StMonicaBerwyn 
 

FATHER ZLOCK 
 

Website 
Frzlock.com 

 
Facebook 

Fr. Charlie Zlock 
 

Twitter 
@FrZlock 

 

FAMILY & YOUTH 
MINISTRY 

Edge: Middle School Youth Group 
Lifeteen: High School Youth Group 

 

Facebook 
CSMEdge 

CSMLifeteen 

 
Twitter 

@CSMEdge 
@CSMLifeteen 

 
Instagram 
@CSMEdge 

@CSMLifeteen 

 
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 

     The Saint Monica Parish Bulletin is 
published weekly and is available both on 
the parish website and distributed to the 
assembly. 

     Submissions are due each Monday by 
noon and should be e-mailed to 
parishbulletin@saintmonicachurch.org 
with formatting left to a minimum. 

     Please include a contact name and 
phone number with your submission. In 
the case where announcements must be 
submitted handwritten, please make sure 
the text is legible. 

 

BULLETIN INSERTS 
     All inserts must be submitted to the 
Rectory Office for approval a minimum 
of two weeks before you would like it to 
appear. 

MASS INTENTIONS for October 21 – October 28 

MASS TIME INTENTION PRESIDER 
MUSIC 
MINISTRY 

NOTES 

5:00 pm 
+ Margaret and Lester    
   Annechini   

Fr. Zlock Cantor  

Special 
Collection: 
Mission 
Sunday 

7:30 am + Stuart Carkener Fr. Zlock Quiet 

9:30 am People of the Parish Fr. Garvey Choir 

11:30 am + James DePaolo Fr. Garvey Cantor 

Monday, 22nd + Ed Widmann Fr. Zlock   

Tuesday, 23rd + Elizabeth McHale Fr. Zlock   

Wednesday, 24th Communion Service    

Thursday, 25th + Maria Perillo Fr. Krautsack   

Friday, 26th + Rico DiGuisippe  Fr. Zlock   

Saturday, 27th + Lillian Alleva Fr. Zlock   

5:00 pm + Sadie and Nick Borzillo Fr. Zlock Cantor 
Second 
Collection: 
St. Monica 
St. Vincent 
DePaul 
Society 

7:30 am People of the Parish Fr. Fitzgerald Quiet 

9:30 am + Elizabeth Chuisano Fr. Fitzgerald Choir 

11:30 am + Patricia DeHaven Fr. Zlock Cantor 


