
 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK… 
 

 Liturgical Catechesis: What is the significance of the various colors?  
(Part 2 of 3) 
 Continuing with the use of liturgical colors … White symbolizes: purity, joy, 
light, glory. It is used during Christmas and Easter seasons; Holy Thursday; the 
solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity; the feasts of Our Lord (excluding those relating 
to His passion), the Virgin Mary, the angels and the saints who are not martyrs; 
and the feasts of All Saints (Nov. 1), St. John the Baptist (June 24), St. John the Evangelist (Dec. 27), 
the Chair of St. Peter (Feb. 22) and the Conversion of St. Paul (Jan. 25). White is used at nuptial 
Masses and baptisms, and may be used at funerals. White also is allowed for days special to a given 
parish or region, such as a parish feast day or anniversary, or Thanksgiving Day in the United States. 
Gold or silver also may be used for solemn occasions. 
 Green symbolizes: hope, life, anticipation. It is used during “Ordinary Time,” a season focused on the 
Lord's three-year public ministry, His teachings and miracles; a reminder that the mission of the Church 
is to share the hope and life of Christ with the world. 
 Last week I referenced an article from the New York Times. The article was entitled 
“It’s Getting Harder to Talk About God - The Decline in Our Spiritual Vocabulary Has Many Real-
World Consequences.”  The author was Jonathan Merritt. He feels that there are some real-
world implications concerning the fact that religious language is on the wane. He wrote 
about this in his book, Learning to Speak God from Scratch: Why Sacred Words Are Vanishing--
and How We Can Revive Them.  
 America is known to possess a “religious” or at least a “spiritual” culture.  Yet Merritt 
states that “millions of Americans—more than three-quarters of them, actually—are not 
speaking God often. One-fifth of respondents admit they have not had a spiritual 
conversation at all in the last year. Six in ten say they had a spiritual conversation only on 
rare occasions—either “once or twice” (29 percent) or “several times” (29 percent) in the 
last year. 
 The author partnered with the Barna Group, a prominent social   (Continued on Page 4) 

December 9, 2018 Second Sunday of Advent 

Saint Monica Parish Bulletin — 141 

PRAYER OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
 

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, didst prepare a worthy dwelling place for thy 
Son, we beseech thee that, as by the foreseen death of this, 
thy Son, thou didst preserve her from all stain, so too thou 
wouldst permit us, purified through her intercession, to 
come unto thee. Through the same Lord Jesus Christ, thy 
Son, who livest and reignest with thee in the unity of the 
Holy Ghost, God, world without end. Amen. 

THE CHURCH of 
SAINT MONICA 
Founded January 11, 1897 
 

Parish Offices 
(Pastoral Administration; Religious 
Education; Business & Finance; 
Worship & Music; Facilities) 

Saint Monica Rectory 
635 First Avenue 
Berwyn, Pennsylvania 19312 

Phone: 610.644.0110 
Facsimile: 610.695.0850 
 

Office of Religious 
Education (Rectory) 
610.647.4757 
 

Parish Website 
www.saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Twitter & Instagram 
@StMonicaBerwyn 
 

Join Flocknote! 
Text “Monica1897” to 84576 
 

Parish Staff E-mail 
FirstInitialLastName@ 
saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Parish Leadership 
financecouncil@ 
saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Mass Schedule 
Daily Mass   8:30 a.m.  
(Monday thru Saturday with a 
Communion Service on Wednesday) 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday     7:30 a.m. 
      9:30 a.m. 
     11:30a.m. 
 

Holy Days         8:30 a.m. 
of Obligation    12 noon 
 

The Sacrament of  
Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Monday  6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday 6:00 to 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 p.m. 
Anytime by appointment. 

Encountering Christ - Through Scripture, Through Liturgy, Through Serving Others 

https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/13/opinion/sunday/talk-god-sprituality-christian.html
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01N5IYAAC/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01N5IYAAC/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.barna.com/
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=6056
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=5217
https://www.catholic.org/clife/jesus
https://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=11813
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FROM the OFFICE of DISCIPLESHIP and FORMATION 

DOMINIC L. COYLE MEMORIAL 3V3 
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 

Friday, December 28, 2018 
Saint Monica Parish Center Gym 

REGISTRATION NOW OPEN AT:  
SAINTMONICACHURCH.ORG 
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October 2018  $62,678  56% Electronic 
October 2017  $73,353  46% Electronic 
October Budget 2018-2019   $69,353 

October YTD 2018   $258,405  51% Electronic 
October YTD 2017   $277,366  47% Electronic 
October YTD Budget   2018-2019  $270,541 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS for OCTOBER 2018 

  POOR BOXES 
 The money collected from the poor boxes during the Month of 
December is for the benefit of AIDS Ministry - Calcutta House.  May 
God bless you for your continued generosity. 

 The Fiscal Year 2019 budget for Saint Monica Parish is available on 
line at www.saintmonicachurch.org under the Parish Information tab in 
the Parish Leadership section. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 
 Sunday Collection $9,917 
 Electronic   $10,350 
 Total     $20,267 
 

We have 192 families 
contributing electronically. 

 
 
 

 
What if each Catholic prayed for ten minutes and read five pages of a great 

book every day? What if every Catholic did one thing each week to 
intentionally share God’s message with others?  

 

Come and discover how four life-changing habits can point you  
towards discovering incredible possibilities for your life.  

You will leave the event with a personal plan  
to help you become the best version of yourself.  

 

Please join Dynamic Catholic and speaker Allan Hunt: 
 

March 31, 2019 
1-5pm 

St John the Baptist Philadelphia 
 

Visit DynamicCatholic.com/find-your-greatness-philadelphia-pa-mar-31-2019 or 
call 859.980.7900 for tickets.  

 

Who should attend? The event is appropriate for ages 12+; youth are encouraged 
to attend! Husbands and wives, boyfriends and girlfriends, single or married, 

young or old, Catholic or non-Catholic: you are invited. 
When was the last time you invested in your life? It’s time. You are worth it!  

http://www.saintmonicachurch.org
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FROM the PASTOR’S DESK …   
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

research firm focused on religion in America. He writes 
that “More than 70 percent of Americans identify as 
Christian, but you wouldn’t know it from listening to 
them. An overwhelming majority of people say that they 
don’t feel comfortable speaking about faith, most of the 
time. Despite widespread religiosity, a paltry 7 percent 
of Americans say they talk about spiritual matters on 
about a once-per-week basis (more than fifty times in 
the past year). That means that for most of us, our 
conversations almost never address the spirituality we 
claim as important. 
 When it comes to practicing Christians who 
attend church regularly, the situation isn’t much better. 
“Only 13 percent of practicing Christians had a spiritual 
conversation more than fifty times last year, which 
again, would be about once per week. That means only 
about one in eight self-identifying Christians speak God 
with regular frequency.” 
 Merritt dove into the details to examine whether 
specific religious words were being used less frequently. 
When he looked at how often words such as “grace, 
mercy, wisdom, faith, sacrifice, honesty, righteousness 
and even evil were used, he found a 74% decline in the 
use of these words.  
 Why is this occurring? The author cites a number of 
reasons. The first reason was the orientation of respondents 
to organized religion and faith. “Nearly a quarter of 
respondents said, ‘I’m not religious and I don’t care 
about these kinds of topics’ (23 percent).”  The reason 
is that “many Americans feel religion is often 
judgmental, hypocritical, unwelcoming of doubts, 
oppressive to women, opposed to science.” For 
example, “Millennials are more likely than any other age 
group to have friends who are different from them—
different ethnicities, different religions, different social 
and political beliefs. Therefore, they are likely more 
sensitive to coming across as judgmental toward those 
groups… More and more young people leave the 
church because of the judgmental, simplistic, exclusivist 
teachings of churches that are unfriendly to matters like 
doubt. ‘God’ is a nearly heartless monster who almost 
relishes punishing people. ‘Faith’ is an insurance policy 
that provides postmortem fire protection. Just sign on 
the dotted line. ‘Conversion’ is a decision driven mostly 
by fear. ‘Joy’ is ancillary. ‘Grace’ is more    (Continued) 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK …   
(Continued) 

 

rational than beautiful. ‘Mystery’ is, well, not part of 
the equation …  
 A second reason was the politicization of sacred words. 
“For every American who is reticent to speak God, 
there is an American politician with the opposite 
problem. Sacred language has been politicized, which 
is why many people say they are abandoning it. Turn 
on your television in any election season, and you’ll 
likely hear a candidate speaking God. The ubiquity of 
religious language in political speeches is an American 
tradition, but the way these words are twisted for 
partisan ends.” 
 A third reason was the exploitation of sacred 
words. “Religious leaders who mishandle or misuse 
sacred words can deeply damage people’s lives.” 
Merritt gives the example of a woman named 
Danielle. “After being physically abused by her 
husband, her pastor told her that she just needed to 
‘pray more.’ When desiring to bring people to Christ, 
overzealous evangelists believe that the most ‘loving’ 
thing they can do is tell their ‘lost’ friends that they are 
going to hell.” 
 But then, Merritt mentions a curious – and 
hopeful - finding. “Younger generations are having 
more spiritual conversations than older generations. 
In fact, millennials are having more conversations 
about “religion” or “spirituality” than any other 
generation. But they aren’t using “religion words” in 
their conversations. The issue for them, one 
researcher found, “isn’t a lack of courage. They aren’t 
afraid of being rejected or ostracized by nonreligious 
friends. Rather, they aren’t totally sure what the words 
mean or whether they believe they are as true as they 
once thought.” 
 Merritt uses the phrase “fire-carriers” as people 
who carry the embers of religious language into 
society looking for words – and examples – of grace. 
Unfortunately, too many “have decided to extinguish 
their torches. But a lingering question remains 
unanswered: So what? Why does it matter if we speak 
God anyway?’ I’d like to pull some specific examples 
from Merritt’s book, and compare them to some 
passages from St. Benedict, specifically from “The 
Rule of Benedict.” Let’s see if the language of one of 
the ancients of our faith can be synchronized with the 
words of a modern linguist.  
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CELEBRATE WITH FR. ZLOCK: 
PILGRIMAGE TO GERMANY 
 Dear Friends ... Next year will be the 25th anniversary 
of my ordination to priesthood. To celebrate this occasion, 
I am hosting a pilgrimage to Germany and Austria – places 
where I worked and lived for five years earlier in life. 
 I would like to invite YOU to join me on this spiritual 
and cultural experience from September 8 – 19, 2019. 
 We will start out around Heidelberg where I worked 
during my first sojourn to Germany. We will stop over in 
the romantic city of Rothenberg on the way to Bavaria. 
On our tour we will visit the alpine village Garmisch, the 
home of the famous “Passion Play.” We will tour several 
religious sites such as the Monastery in Ettal, the “Silent 
Night Chapel,” the Black Madonna of Altoeting and enjoy 
the brewery in the Andechs Monastery. We also plan on 
seeing several castles, enjoy a Heidelberg river boat cruise 
and travel by cable-car to the Zugspitze - Germany's 
highest mountain.  We will celebrate Mass together daily, 
plus have time for great meals and fun together.   
 I look forward to presenting details of the trip twice 
(around mid-day and in the evening) on Saturday, 
December 15th. Stay tuned for more specifics. I look 
forward to traveling with you on the blessed journey of 
faith and fellowship.  
 

WOMEN’S SOCIETY - GIFT SWAP 
Let’s swap some gifts, enjoy food and drinks 
and have some fun! Please join the women of 
Saint Monica Parish for the annual Christmas 
Gift Exchange on Tuesday, December 11th 

at 6:30PM in the school cafeteria. All are Welcome!  
Bring a wrapped gift of $25 value. If your last name ends 
in: A-M please bring an appetizer; N-Z please bring a 
dessert. If you don’t want to bring either of those things, 
bring wine! This is guaranteed to be a very festive night 
and we want to make it our best attended gift exchange 
ever. More info - Call Susie Sargent at 610-308-3663 or 
Jody Wagner at 610-220-2843. See you on December 11th! 

OUTREACH 
The Hungry Need You! Best wishes for 
Christmas and the New Year from Saint 
Gabriel’s Food Cupboard. Due to the 
holidays, food contributions will be delivered a 
week early.  The drive will be held after all 
masses next weekend and through 8:30 a.m. 

on Tuesday, December 18. You may leave your 
contribution in the gathering space of the church. Checks 
payable to Saint Gabriel’s Food Cupboard are much 
appreciated and can be placed in the designated box.   

WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE for December 9 

DAY TIME EVENT LOCATION 

Monday 
9:00 am-4:30 pm  
6:15-7:15 pm   
7:15-8:15 pm 

Adoration 
First Penance / Confessions  
Parish Confession 

Church 
Church  
Church 

Tuesday 
6:00-7:00 am 
9:30-11:30 am 

Confession  
Respect Life 

Church  
Hagenbach Rm 

Wednesday 8:30 am Communion Service Church 

Thursday    

Friday 
9:15-10:45 am  
9:00pm-8:00am  

Legion of Mary 
Nocturnal Adoration  

Rectory 
Church   

Saturday 4:00-4:45 pm Confession Church 

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Due to the Holiday Schedule of our Publisher, the following dead-
lines are in effect for bulletin announcements: 

 December 23 Bulletin announcements are due  Tuesday,  
  December 11 by 12:00 Noon 

 December 30 Bulletin announcements are due Monday,  
  December 17 by 12:00 Noon 

 January 6, 2019 Bulletin announcements are due Tuesday, 
December 18 by 12:00 Noon 

Preparing for Christmas 
 

Confession Times 
Monday, December 10th 

6:00 - 7:15 p.m. - Religious Education 
 7:15 - 8:15 p.m. - Parish Confession 

Saturday, December 22nd  
 3:45 - 4:45 p.m. 

 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
Christmas Eve Masses 

Monday, December 24, 2018 
4:00 p.m.    6:00 p.m.    8:00 p.m. 

 

  Christmas Day Masses 
The Nativity of Our Lord 

Tuesday, December 25, 2018 
7:30 a.m.    9:30 a.m.    11:30 a.m. 

 

 New Year’s Day  
A Holyday of Obligation 

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God 
Tuesday, January 1, 2019 

8:30 a.m. 12:00 Noon 



PARISH LEADERSHIP 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Robert Carden 

Kevin Concannon 

Dennis Connell 

Richard Deak 

Kathryn Leib 

Jack Martin 

Michael Vadner 

Alex Weaver 

Kolbe Wolfe 

 

PARISH PASTORAL STAFF 

Reverend Charles Zlock, M.Div, M.A., M.B.I.S., Pastor 

Reverend Allan Fitzgerald, O.S.A., Ph.D., Pastoral Assistance 

The Norbertines of Daylesford Abbey, Pastoral Assistance 

Jason Carter, Director of Discipleship & Formation 

Meghan Nulty, Associate Director of Discipleship & Formation 

Diane Kirsch Pealer, Program Coordinator for Discipleship & Formation 

Theresa Carey, Business Manager 

Catherine H. Levine, Parish Administrative Assistant 

Elizabeth P. Tenaglio, Cemetery Administration 

Vincent Gutierrez, Director of Facilities Management 
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THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYER 
Sonia Altirman, Drew Brazer, Michael Byrne, Lina Cappelli, Terri Carson, Lilly Ciocca, 
James DiAntonio, Gavin Duffy, Rita Dunn, Margarita Elloso, Joseph Erwin, Ria 
Filippelli, Elaine Flynn, Hugh Gannon, Kelly Glacken, Mary Hartley, Karen Hastings, 
Natalie Innella, Jenna, Maya and Eva Izzi, Faith Johnson, Clare Johnston, Libby Judge, 
Debbie Kern, Charlie Litzelman, Jackson MacTaggart, Eugene Matta, Dan McMonigle, 
Heather Moore, Dr. Mark Nardone, John Neff, Rob Niederer, Steve Pannella, Apolonia 
Pepperling, Rita Reilly, Joel Rivera, John Robinson, Mary Rose, Cathy Russell, Gary 
Smith, Mildred Walsh 

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord and may Your Perpetual Light shine upon them. May their souls 

and all the souls of the faithful departed through the Mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 

H.O.P.E. — HELPING OTHER PEOPLE IN EMERGENCIES 
 Leader for this week: Ame Austin at 484-919-0029   

THE CHURCH of 
SAINT MONICA 
WWW.SAINTMONICACHURCH.ORG 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

Facebook 
The Church of Saint 

Monica, Berwyn 
 

Twitter 
@StMonicaBerwyn 

 
Instagram 

@StMonicaBerwyn 
 

FATHER ZLOCK 
 

Website 
Frzlock.com 

 
Facebook 

Fr. Charlie Zlock 
 

Twitter 
@FrZlock 

 

FAMILY & YOUTH 
MINISTRY 

Edge: Middle School Youth Group 
Lifeteen: High School Youth Group 

 

Facebook 
CSMEdge 

CSMLifeteen 

 
Twitter 

@CSMEdge 
@CSMLifeteen 

 
Instagram 
@CSMEdge 

@CSMLifeteen 

 
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 

     The Saint Monica Parish Bulletin is 
published weekly and is available both on 
the parish website and distributed to the 
assembly. 

     Submissions are due each Monday by 
noon and should be e-mailed to 
parishbulletin@saintmonicachurch.org 
with formatting left to a minimum. 

     Please include a contact name and 
phone number with your submission. In 
the case where announcements must be 
submitted handwritten, please make sure 
the text is legible. 

 

BULLETIN INSERTS 
     All inserts must be submitted to the 
Rectory Office for approval a minimum 
of two weeks before you would like it to 
appear. 

MASS INTENTIONS for December 9 – December 16 

MASS TIME INTENTION PRESIDER 
MUSIC 
MINISTRY 

NOTES 

5:00 pm + Charles DiCola Fr. Lee Cantor 

 
7:30 am + William Hewchuck Fr. Fitzgerald Quiet 

9:30 am + James Carboni Fr. Zlock Cantor 

11:30 am People of the Parish Fr. Zlock Cantor 

Monday, 10th + Claye Carroll Fr. Zlock   

Tuesday, 11th + Barbara Paolizzi Fr. Zlock   

Wednesday, 12th Communion Service    

Thursday, 13th + Lois Mason Fr. Novielli   

Friday, 14th + Elaine Borzillo Fr. Zlock   

Saturday, 15th + Dr. Robert Doyle  Fr. Zlock   

5:00 pm + Rocco Borzillo Fr. Zlock Cantor 

 
7:30 am + Louis DeLuca Fr. Zlock Quiet 

9:30 am + Maria Perillo Fr. Garvey Cantor 

11:30 am People of the Parish Fr. Garvey Cantor 


