
 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK… 
 

 In September, Archbishop Chaput turned 75. This is the mandatory 
retirement age for Bishops/Archbishops according to Church (or 
“Canon”) Law. Accordingly, the Archbishop officially offered his 
resignation to Pope Francis. There are currently 14 dioceses or 
archdioceses that have no bishop or have a bishop who has reached the 
mandatory retirement age of 75. Philadelphia is one of them. We can 
expect that these (arch)dioceses will see a change in leadership at some time.  
 In light of these expected changes, I have asked parishioners to join me – once again – in 
some planning. We need to ask what Jesus Christ wants the Parish of St. Monica to look like 
in 5 years. First, I have been outlining what has been happening in the parish over the past 
several years. Last week we looked at “Encountering Christ Through Serving Others.” This 
week we examine “Encountering Christ Through Liturgy.” 
 About a year and a half ago we formed a “Liturgy Committee.” It consisted of a 
combination of choir members, parishioners, musicians, and the pastor. There were in-depth 
discussions about the vision of the parish music in general. We discussed how liturgy and 
music are intertwined. We talked about the direction of the parish and integrating a particular 
music/liturgy vision into that direction.  
 Some initiatives came from these discussions. One dealt with adult – and youth religious 
education. With the help of Bridget Tomasicchio, I inserted a brief liturgical or musical 
catechetical paragraph at the beginning of my weekly reflections.  
 A second initiative was an introduction of some kind of “contemporary” musical sound 
into the liturgy. Different types of music speak to different people’s hearts. The hope was to 
provide a broad offering of liturgical music styles – classical, Gregorian chant, congregational, 
and contemporary, on a regular basis. I was familiar with contemporary groups in the Orlando 
area who featured high-quality contemporary music. A small team of people flew down to 
Orlando to listen to these various groups. We talked with the musicians and directors of the 
liturgy. We asked them to provide guidelines. In the end, we put together a series of proposals 
for contemporary music at St. Monica. 
 Soon afterward we invited the services of Stephanie Twohig.  Stephanie was (Cont’d on Pg. 4) 
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OUR PARISH PRAYER 
INTENTION for THIS WEEK 

 

Celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception with us on December 9 and  
Join with Walking With Purpose by 

Candlelight on December 12. 

THE CHURCH of 
SAINT MONICA 
Founded January 11, 1897 
 

Parish Offices 
(Pastoral Administration; Religious 
Education; Business & Finance; 
Worship & Music; Facilities) 

Saint Monica Rectory 
635 First Avenue 
Berwyn, Pennsylvania 19312 

Phone: 610.644.0110 
Facsimile: 610.695.0850 
 

Office of Religious 
Education (Rectory) 
610.647.4757 
 

Parish Website 

www.saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Twitter & Instagram 
@StMonicaBerwyn 
 

Join Flocknote! 
Text “Monica1897” to 84576 
 

Parish Staff E-mail 
FirstInitialLastName@ 
saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Parish Leadership 
financecouncil@ 
saintmonicachurch.org 
 

Mass Schedule 
Daily Mass   8:30 a.m.  
(Monday thru Saturday with a 
Communion Service on Wednesday) 
 

Saturday Vigil  5:00 p.m. 
Sunday     7:30 a.m. 
      9:30 a.m. 
     11:30a.m. 
 

Holy Days         8:30 a.m. 
of Obligation    12 noon 
 

The Sacrament of  
Reconciliation (Confessions) 
Monday  6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday 6:00 to 7:00 a.m. 
Saturday 4:00 to 4:45 p.m. 
Anytime by appointment. 

Encountering Christ - Through Scripture, Through Liturgy, Through Serving Others 
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OFFICE of DISCIPLESHIP and FORMATION 
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June 2019  $64,425  45% Electronic 
June 2018  $60,406  48% Electronic 
June Budget  2018-2019   $68,758 

June  YTD 2019   $789,405  49% Electronic 
June  YTD 2018    $825,180  48% Electronic 
June YTD Budget    2018-2019  $833,726 

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS for JUNE 2019 

 
SPECIAL COLLECTION 

 There is a Special Collection this weekend for the Retirement Fund for 
Religious. May God bless you for your continued generosity. 

 The Fiscal Year 2019 budget for Saint Monica Parish is available on 
line at www.saintmonicachurch.org under the Parish Information tab in 
the Parish Leadership section. 

SUNDAY COLLECTION 
 

Due to transitions taking place 
in our office staff, these 

amounts are unavailable  
at this time. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT 

An Invitation to the women of  St. Monica Parish and Friends 
Sponsored by Walking with Purpose, St. Monica Parish 

When: Thursday December 12th   6:30pm-8:30pm 
Where: St Monica Gymnasium 

 

This event will feature Guest Speaker Christine Eberle,  
author of Finding God in Ordinary Time.  

Christine will discuss “Walking with Mary of Nazareth”: 
 

Long before she was known as the Mother of God or Queen of Heaven, Mary was a simple girl whose life changed dramatically 
when she said yes to God.  Human like us in all things but sin, Mary must have experienced fear, uncertainty, and even 
heartbreak. During this Advent by Candlelight we will consider some of Mary’s personal qualities that can inspire women and 
girls today, as we travel our own journeys of faith. 
 

If you would like to “host” a full table (seating for 10) please let us know in your response, otherwise 
there will be open seating.  Please bring light ‘finger foods’ to share. Dessert, tea, coffee and table 
settings will be provided by Walking with Purpose. 
 

$10/per person to be paid at the door.  
Kindly RSVP to walkingwithpurpose@saintmonicachurch.org by December 5th  

so we have an accurate headcount. 

http://www.saintmonicachurch.org


 

 
 
 

NEWS and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Page 4 The Church of Saint Monica 

Saint Monica Parish Bulletin — 141 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
DOMINIC L. COYLE MEMORIAL 3V3 

BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2019 

ARCHBISHOP CARROLL—EAST GYM 
 It is with much appreciation and gratitude to Father 
Zlock and the Saint Monica CYO Program for hosting 
the DLC Tournament for the past 3 years. With their 
continued support we will be relocating to Archbishop 
Carroll High School this year, allowing for additional 
space to accommodate the overwhelming participation 
from our extended Saint Monica and Carroll 
Communities.  
 We are so blessed to be able to honor Dominic in this 
way! We look forward to seeing you there! 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK… 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 

a music major in college. She is currently the Youth 
Director and Children’s Choir Director of St. Katharine of 
Siena in Wayne. Stephanie also had experience with 
leading contemporary music at that parish. We built upon 
the experience of our choir members and the Director of 
Liturgy and Music. We began to offer a more 
contemporary sounding musical selection once each 
month. We offered the contemporary music monthly at 
the 5 o’clock Vigil Mass with an occasional “cameo” 
appearance at the 9:30 Sunday Mass. We surveyed 
parishioners for their input, thoughts and suggestions. 
 With a few exceptions, the feedback from parishioners 
was positive. In recent months we have expanded the 
scope of the music that is being played. Young members 
of the parish have stepped up to take part. Some have 
brought their instrumental talents. Several young people 
were already taking music and voice lessons to enhance 
their skill set. The parish offered to underwrite some of 
the costs to support these dedicated young people.  
 Rehearsal times can conflict with the extracurricular 
activities. This challenges young people’s regular 
participation. Even so, there has been a steady 
participation rate. Stephanie has continued to recruit 
people from St. Monica and from the neighboring area to 
join the contemporary music ministry. 
 We looked around the country to find best practices in 
music and liturgy. We found that three important aspects 
of the “Sunday Experience” are hymnody, homilies, and 
hospitality.  Martha McGurk spearheaded a revised and 
expanded Hospitality Ministry. Hospitality Ministers have 
been meeting on a regular basis to see how we can 
improve. Ministers have been trained in our approach to 
hospitality. We have expanded the ministry to include 
reaching new parishioners soon after they register. Most 
recently Bill Bellew has begun to look at our Ushers 
Ministry as well. We used the service of a kiosk. This gave 
us feedback on how well we were doing in those areas of 
hymnody, homilies, and hospitality. We shared the 
feedback with the priests who preach on weekends to 
improve homily quality. We adjusted the sound levels of 
the microphones, organ, and instruments.    
 Recently I sat down with Parish Leadership and the 
Chairman of the Finance Council. The Finance Council 
wanted to discuss the financial support of liturgy and 
music at St. Monica at an appropriate level. We wanted to 
provide clear financial directives for the liturgy and music 

programs. We also wanted to show our personal   (Cont’d) 

FROM the PASTOR’S DESK… 
(Continued) 

 

support for Deb.  
 Most recently we advertised and began a children’s 
choir. We worked out rehearsal schedules. We currently 
have eight members who have expressed an interest and 
have begun to rehearse with Deb. We have introduced 
them to singing on Saturday or Sunday. This provides 
experience being around and singing with adults. We will 
feature them solo soon and plan to bring them into the 
full complement of the masses during Christmas  
 What is still needed?      
 Participation. One issue seems to be a “gender 
disparity” in various ministries. We have an 
overabundance of women in the choir and hospitality 
ministries. We don’t have any women ushers. We have 
few young people in the Hospitality Ministry and no 
young ushers. All ushers are men, but there are no male 
voices in the choir. Having enough liturgical ministers 
continues to be an on-going issue. This is especially the 
case during the holidays. We are looking for new 
Ministers of Communion, Lectors and altar servers. With 
the recent addition of several fine young people, we have 
enough people employed as sacristans. The 
administrative job of “scheduling” these ministers is also 
a significant challenge. Bridget Tomasicchio has taken up 
this mantle over the past several months. Nevertheless, 
she could use others to help carry the load as well. 
 If you are interested in singing, playing or assisting in 
the music and liturgy ministry, please contact Deborah 
Rojas at drojas@saintmonicachurch.org or 610-644-0110, 
est. 118. 

mailto:drojas@saintmonicachurch.org
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THE ANNUAL GIVING TREE 
We will gladly accept gifts and/ gift cards for 
The Giving Tree until Sunday, December 15. 
The kindness and generosity of Saint Monica 
parishioners will bring the joy of Christmas to 
many in our community this holiday 
season.  PLEASE DO NOT WRAP THE 
GIFTS. Thank you in advance for bringing 
Christ’s light to those in need!  
 

MARCH FOR LIFE:  REGISTRATION OPEN 
Donations sought for youth attending. 
Registration for the St. Monica bus trip to 
Washington, DC for the National March 
for Life on Friday, January 24, 2020 is 

open! To register or for more information see the 
March for Life registration webpage on the parish website 
or contact Rosemary Friedrich at rcfriedrich@verizon.net. 
 Can’t attend the March yourself? Please consider 
making a donation to help defray the cost of the trip for 
others, especially students and children who are invited to 
participate at no charge. In this way, you can be involved 
and demonstrate your support. Donations can be made 
on the March for Life registration webpage or by 
contacting Maurita Buhsmer at jbuhsmer1@verizon.net. 
 

A NOTE FROM FATHER ZLOCK 
 Soon we will begin a new Church liturgical year. I am 
writing today to ask you - the parishioners of Saint Monica - to 
prayerfully considering a ministry at Saint Monica’s. In 
particular, we are in great need of Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Lectors, and altar servers (both youth and 
adult). 
 If you feel called to one of these ministries, please contact me. 
In addition, you might know of someone who has a charism in 
one of these ministry areas. Would you please suggest that they 
consider it? When you recognize a person’s gifts and encourage 
them to consider serving, you honor them. When they serve, they 
honor God and through these ministries enhance worship at Saint 
Monica’s. I sincerely appreciate your assistance with this.  
 Thank you and God Bless, 
           Fr. Zlock 

OUTREACH 
The Hungry Need You! 
Best wishes for Christmas 
and the New Year from 
Saint  Gabriel ’s  Food 
Cupboard.  This picture is of 
Sister Arleen McCann and 
her faithful helpers, who 
unload the Saint Monica 

donations each month.  Due to the holidays, food will be 
delivered a week early.  The drive will be held after all 
masses next weekend and through 8:00am on 
Tuesday, December 17. You may leave your 
contribution in the gathering space of the church.  Checks 
payable to St. Gabriel’s Food Cupboard are much 
appreciated and can be placed in the designated box.  The 
next food drive will not take place until January 26. 

WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE for December 8 

DAY TIME EVENT LOCATION 

Sunday 
12:30-2:30 pm   
12:45-1:30 pm  

ALPHA 
Children’s Choir 

Hagenbach Rm 
Cafeteria  

Monday 
9:00am-4:30 pm 
7:00-7:30 pm  
7:15-8:15 pm   

Adoration 
Parish Rosary    
Advent Confession 

Church 
Church   
Church   

Tuesday 
6:00-7:00 am 
9:30-11:30 am  
1:00-3:00 pm 

Confession  
Respect Life   
Merry Widows 

Church 
Hagenbach Rm. 
Hagenbach Rm. 

Wednesday 
8:30 am  
6:30-8:30 pm   

Communion Service 
Choir Practice   

Church   
Church   

Thursday 7:00-9:00 pm 
WWP Advent by 
Candlelight  

Parish Center 

Friday 9:15-10:30 am     Legion of Mary  Rectory 

Saturday 4:00-4:45 pm Confession Church 

EARLY BULLETIN SUBMISSION 
Due to the Holiday Schedule of our Publisher, the  
following deadlines are in effect for bulletin input: 

 12/22 Bulletin announcements due on 12/10 by 12 Noon 

 12/29 Bulletin announcements due on 12/16 by 12 Noon 

 1/5/20 Bulletin announcements due on 12/18 by 12 Noon 

There will be limited Staff in the Rectory between 
December 17 and December 20. The Rectory will 
close for Christmas at 12 Noon on Friday, Decem-
ber 20 and reopen on Thursday, January 2. Christ-
mas Blessings and a Happy Healthy New Year! 

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
 Decorating of the Church will take place on 
Saturday, December 21 after 8:30 a.m. Mass. 
Please consider taking time to help us ready our 
beautiful Church for the Birth of Jesus. 



PARISH LEADERSHIP 

FINANCE COUNCIL 

Robert Carden 

Lewis Miller 

Jack Martin 

Michael Vadner 

Alex Weaver 

Kolbe Wolfe 

 

PARISH PASTORAL STAFF 

Reverend Charles Zlock, M.Div, M.A., M.B.I.S., Pastor 

Reverend Allan Fitzgerald, O.S.A., Ph.D., Pastoral Assistance 

The Norbertines of Daylesford Abbey, Pastoral Assistance 

Jason Carter, Director of Discipleship & Formation 

Meghan Nulty, Associate Director of Discipleship & Formation 

Deb Rojas, Director of Music & Liturgy 

Catherine H. Levine, Parish Administrative Assistant 

Elizabeth P. Tenaglio, Cemetery Administration 

Vincent Gutierrez, Director of Facilities Management 
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THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED OF PRAYER 
Sonia Altirman, Matt Baker, Drew Brazer, Michael Byrne, Terri Carson, Molly Chew, Lilly Ciocca, 
Ann Curvan, James DiAntonio, Gavin Duffy, Rita Dunn, Joseph Erwin, Elaine Flynn, Hugh 
Gannon, Kelly Glacken, Mike Graziano, Mary Hartley, Karen Hastings, Natalie Innella, Faith 
Johnson, Clare Johnston, Libby Judge, Baby Tommy Lake, Sue McDonnell, Dan McMonigle, 
Heather Moore, Dr. Mark Nardone, Rob Niederer, Steve Pannella, Apolonia Pepperling, Rita Reilly, 
Joel Rivera, John Robinson, Mary Rose, Cathy Russell, Frank and Mary Simone, Gary Smith, Mildred 
Walsh 

THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US 
Patricia R. Pollard 

H.O.P.E. — HELPING OTHER PEOPLE IN EMERGENCIES 
   Leader for this week: Ame Austin at 484-919-0029  

THE CHURCH of 
SAINT MONICA 
WWW.SAINTMONICACHURCH.ORG 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

Facebook 
The Church of Saint 

Monica, Berwyn 
 

Twitter 
@StMonicaBerwyn 

 
Instagram 

@StMonicaBerwyn 
 

FATHER ZLOCK 
 

Website 
Frzlock.com 

 
Facebook 

Fr. Charlie Zlock 
 

Twitter 
@FrZlock 

 

FAMILY & YOUTH 
MINISTRY 

Edge: Middle School Youth Group 
Lifeteen: High School Youth Group 

 

Facebook 
CSMEdge 

CSMLifeteen 

 
Twitter 

@CSMEdge 
@CSMLifeteen 

 
Instagram 
@CSMEdge 

@CSMLifeteen 

 
BULLETIN SUBMISSIONS 

     The Saint Monica Parish Bulletin is 
published weekly and is available both on 
the parish website and distributed to the 
assembly. 

     Submissions are due each Monday by 
noon and should be e-mailed to 
parishbulletin@saintmonicachurch.org 
with formatting left to a minimum. 

     Please include a contact name and 
phone number with your submission. In 
the case where announcements must be 
submitted handwritten, please make sure 
the text is legible. 

 

BULLETIN INSERTS 
     All inserts must be submitted to the 
Rectory Office for approval a minimum 
of two weeks before you would like it to 
appear. 

MASS INTENTIONS for December 8 – December 15 

MASS TIME INTENTION PRESIDER 
MUSIC 
MINISTRY 

NOTES 

5:00 pm People of the Parish Fr. Zlock Cantor 
Special 
Collection: 
Retirement 
Fund for 
Religious 

7:30 am + Carmella Condello Fr. Zlock Cantor 

9:30 am + Charles DiCola Fr. Serano Choir 

11:30 am + Timothy Murphy Fr. Avicolli Cantor 

Monday, 9th + Harry Parker Fr. Zlock   

Tuesday, 10th + Rita DiRocco Fr. Zlock   

Wednesday, 11th Communion Service    

Thursday, 12th + Guadalupe Rangel Fr. Serano   

Friday, 13th + Arthur Denoncour Fr. Zlock   

Saturday, 14th 
+ Deceased Members of the  
Carr and Buhsmer Families   

Fr. Zlock   

5:00 pm + Therese Barrett Amrein Fr. Fitzgerald Contemporary 

 
7:30 am + Mary Sgro Fr. Fitzgerald Cantor 

9:30 am + Anne DeHaven Malcarney Fr. Zlock Choir 

11:30 am People of the Parish Fr. Zlock Cantor 

If Mass is being said for a loved one and you would like to present the gifts, please see the Usher. 


