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WORSHIP 

Churches: 
St. Mary Church  
100 St Mary’s St, Phoenixville, PA 

Holy Trinity Church 
219 Dayton Street, Phoenixville, PA 

 CEMETERIES 

St. Mary Cemetery 
212 Dayton Street 
Phoenixville, PA 19460 

Holy Trinity Cemetery 
1271 Fillmore Street 
Phoenixville, PA 19460 

Black Rock Cemetery 
584 Dayton Street 
Phoenixville, PA 19460 

COMMUNICATIONS 

Rectory: (212 Dayton St, Phx) 
610.933.2526 (phone) 
610.935.1706 (fax) DISCONTINUED 
PREP: 610.933.2526 #8 
SCRIP: 610.933.2526 #3 
EMAIL: parishoffice 
@stmaryassumption.org 
TEXT: STMARY4 to 84576 

SACRAMENTS 

Baptism: Sundays after the 10:30 AM 
Mass except for  Holy Days /  Holidays. 
Formal request for Baptism form available 
online.  

Marriage: Scheduled after an initial   
consult with the Pastor, at least six 
months in advance of proposed wedding 
date. Convalidations have no waiting   
period.  Non-parishioners must obtain 
permission from their parish prior to 
scheduling an initial appointment. Couples 
must attend one Marriage Preparation 
session (two per year are available at St. 
Mary’s). Next session in April, 2023  
(tentative). 

Confession: Saturdays from 3:00 —3:30 
PM in St. Mary’s Church.  

Anointing of the Sick: please contact 
the Rectory to schedule as needed.  

Homebound parishioners:            
Communion is brought to the sick,      
contact the Rectory to schedule as     
needed.  

CLERGY 

Pastor: 
Reverend John Hutter 

Deacons:   
Rev. Mr. Jeffrey Hanna   
Rev. Mr. Al Derivan (Retired)    

 STAFF 

Business Manager: 
Ms. Donna Chasnocha 

Choir Director: 
Mrs. Denise Wisneski 

Parish Services: 
Mrs. Selena Cartolaro 

Holy Family School: 
Mrs. Jennifer D’Amelio 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Saturday: 
4:00 PM (SM), 5:00 PM (HT) 
Sunday:  (STM) 
8:00 AM, 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM  
Daily: Tues — Fri 8:00 AM (HT) 
Holy Days: as announced in STM 
Check Flocknotes for updates. 

Parishioners of St. Mary’s and Holy Trinity 
Churches and our extended family, friends and 
visitors; 

I wish to extend to all of you a Blessed Christmas and 
the very best wishes for a Healthy and Happy New 
Year.  As we close this chapter for 2022, we are      
reminded of all the good memories we’ve shared and 
how our churches continue to grow into the           
welcoming, inclusive parish that will carry us through 
the years to come.  

May our God of Love bless you and your families in a 
special way this Christmas, filling you with joy, hope 
and love. 
 
 
Till we chat again,   
Take one day at a time with the Lord.   
Fr. Hutter  
 
 

 

 

As I reflect on another year, I realize that I 
could not do what I do without my wonder-
ful and dedicated employees. Thank you for 
another year of great service, and may you 
have a Christmas filled with all the grace 
that Christ brings.   Fr Hutter. 
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UPCOMING MASSES 

Date Day Time Intentions 

12/25 Sun 7:15 AM HT 

8:00 AM STM 

9:00 AM STM 

9:00 AM HT 

 

10:30 AM STM 

Holy Trinity Parishioners 

Rita Bommarita 

Lawrence & Patricia Hand 

Kula, Adkins, Fecak & 

Prischale Families 

Mary Derivan 

12/26 Mon 8:00 AM 

No Mass  

12/27 Tues 8:00 AM 

12/28 Wed 8:00 AM   

12/29 Thu 8:00 AM   

12/30 Fri 8:00 AM 

12/31 Sat 

 

4:00 PM HT 

 

4:00 PM STM 

 

5:00 PM HT 

Stephen & Mary Krasinski 

(Anniv) 

Bednarczyk &  Sciallo 

Family 

Marie Shalkowski 

01/01 Sun 8:00 AM STM 

9:00 AM STM 

10:30 AM STM 

For Our Parishioners 

Rita Bommarito 

Mary Derivan 

01/02 Mon 8:00 AM No Mass 

01/03 Tues 8:00 AM Mary Litishin 

01/04 Wed 8:00 AM   Rita Bommarito 

01/05 Thu 8:00 AM   Jack Minitte 

01/06 Fri 8:00 AM For Our Parishioners 

01/07 Sat 

 

4:00 PM   

5:00 PM  

Memorial Society 

Eleanor Marosek 

Blessed Mother Flowers on  

December 18  

are in memory of  

Kimberly Ash Howie.  

BINGO ...winners are  taking a break.  Look 

for lots of fun times in 2023 starting on       

January 4, 2023.  Doors open at 6PM, Bingo 

starts at 7PM.  Bingo is played on the 1st and 

3rd Wednesday of every month.   

Check FB for updates.  

F U N  C H R I S T M A S  F A C T S   

 “Find the pickle”– a pickle-shaped ornament  
hidden somewhere on the tree, with the person 
who finds it getting an extra present.  

 On Christmas Eve in Poland, dinner cannot begin 
until the first star appears in the night sky, sym-
bolizing the sight of the star of Bethlehem.  

 Franklin Pierce, the 14th President, became the 
first President to put a Christmas tree in the 
White House. Teddy Roosevelt banned the   
practice during his presidency, for environmental 
reasons.  

  The tradition of tinsel, which was invented in 
Germany in 1610, is based on a legend about 
spiders whose web turned into silver when they 
were spun in a Christmas tree. Spider webs are 
common in Poland because, according to legend, 
a spider wove a blanket for Baby Jesus. Many 
Polish people consider spiders to be symbols of 
goodness and prosperity.  

  According to Italian legend, a kind witch called 
“La Befana” flies around on her broomstick on 
the night of January 5th, bringing gifts to worthy 
children and lumps of coal to the naughty ones.  
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2022 TAX STATEMENTS 

If you would like to  
obtain a financial state-
ment of your 2022  
contributions to St 
Mary of the Assumption 
Parish, please send a 
self-addressed stamped 
envelope (to help offset 
costs) with the follow-
ing information: 

 

Name:__________________________________ 

Address: 
________________________________ 

Email: 
__________________________________ 

Phone: _________________________________ 

Envelope/ID #: __________________________ 

SASE can be put in the collection basket, 

dropped off at the Parish Office, put in the mail 

slot in the Parish Office door or mailed to: 212 

Dayton St, Phoenixville, PA 19460 

IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
All Christmas decorations should be removed 
before January  15, 2023  from all gravesites 

at St Mary’s, Black Rock  
and Holy Trinity cemeteries.   

Any decorations not removed will be disposed 
of, saddles in good condition will remain.   Ho-
ly Trinity Ceme-

teries.  

Collections (Weekly budget: $12,000) 

Date Envelopes Amount 

Nov 19-20, 2022 

First 143 $5,451 

Loose  $1,539 

Second 106 $1,716 

Loose  $334 

Online  $2,023 

Nov 26-27, 2022 

First 211 $5,667 

Loose  $1,157 

Second 110 $1,660 

Loose  $312 

Online  $2,052 

Dec 3-4, 2022 

First 165 $6,240 

Loose  $1,082 

Second 107 $1390 

Loose  $236 

Online  $2,126 

Dec 10-11, 2022 

First 172 $5,702 

Loose  $1,034 

Second 121 $1,551 

Loose  $255 

Online  $1,651 

Collection results are reported late due to bulletin 
 publishing deadlines though 1-10-23.  
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TEACH THE CHILDREN 

Late one Christmas Eve, I sank back, tired, but content, into my easy chair. 
The kids were in bed, the gifts were wrapped, the milk and cookies waited 
by the fireplace for Santa. As I sat back admiring the tree with its            
decorations, I couldn’t help feeling that something important was missing. 
It wasn’t long before the tiny twinkling tree lights lulled me to sleep. I don’t 
know how long I slept, but all of a sudden I knew that I wasn’t alone. I 
opened my eyes, and you can imagine my surprise when I saw Santa 
Claus, himself, standing next to my Christmas tree. 

He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot just as the poem        
described him, but he was not the “jolly old elf” of Christmas legend. The 
man who stood before me looked sad and disappointed. And there were 
tears in his eyes. “Santa, what’s wrong?” I asked, “Why are you crying?” “It’s the children,” Santa replied sadly. “But 
Santa, the children love you,” I said. “Oh, I know they love me, and they love the gifts I bring them,” Santa said, “but 
the children of today seem to have somehow missed out on the true spirit of Christmas. It’s not their fault. It’s just 
that the adults, many of them not having been taught themselves, have forgotten to teach the children.” “Teach them 
what?” I asked. Santa’s kind old face became soft, more gentle. His eyes began to shine with something more than 
tears. He spoke softly. “Teach the children the true meaning of Christmas. Teach them that the part of Christmas we 
can see, hear, and touch is much more than meets the eye. Teach them the symbolism behind the customs and tradi-
tions of Christmas which we now observe. Teach them what it is they truly represent.” Santa reached into his bag and 
pulled out a tiny Christmas tree and set it on my mantle. 

“Teach them about the Christmas tree. Green is the second color of Christmas. The stately evergreen, with its        
unchanging color, represents the hope of eternal life in Jesus. Its needles point heavenward as a reminder that man-
kind’s thoughts should turn heavenward as well.” Santa reached into his bag again and pulled out a shiny star and 
placed it at the top of the small tree. “The star was the heavenly sign of promise. God promised a Savior for the world 
and the star was the sign of the fulfillment of that promise on the night that Jesus Christ was born. Teach the children 
that God always fulfills His promises, and that wise men still seek Him.” “Red,” said Santa, “is the first color of Christ-
mas.” “He pulled forth a red ornament for the tiny tree. Red is deep, intense, vivid. It is the color of the life-giving 
blood that flows through our veins. It is the symbol of God’s greatest gift. Teach the children that Christ gave his life 
and shed his blood for them that they might have eternal life. When they see the color red, it should remind them of 
that most wonderful gift.” 

Santa found a silver bell in his pack and placed it on the tree. “Just as lost sheep are guided to safety by the sound of 
the bell, it continues to ring today for all to be guided to the fold. Teach the children to follow the true Shepherd, who 
gave His life for the sheep.” Santa placed a candle on the mantle and lit it. The soft glow from its one tiny flame 
brightened the room. “The glow of the candle represents how people can show their thanks for the gift of God’s son 
that Christmas Eve long ago. Teach the children to follow in Christ’s footsteps…to go about doing good. Teach them to 
let their light shine before people that all may see it and glorify God. This is what’s symbolized when the twinkle lights 
shine on the tree like hundreds of bright shining lights, each of them representing one of God’s precious children’s 
light shining for all to see.” 

Again Santa reached into his bag and this time he brought forth a tiny red and white striped cane. As he hung it on 
the tree he spoke softly. “The candy cane is a stick of hard white candy. White to symbolize the virgin birth and sin-
less nature of Jesus, and hard to symbolize the Solid Rock, the foundation of the church, and the firmness of God’s     
promises. The candy cane form’s a “J” to represent the precious name of Jesus, who came to earth. It also represents 
the Good Shepherd’s crook, which He uses to reach down into all ditches of the world to lift out the fallen lambs who, 
like all sheep, have gone astray. The original candy cane had three small red stripes, which are the stripes of the 
scourging Jesus received by which we are healed, and a large red stripe that represents the shed blood of Jesus, so 
that we can have the promise of eternal life. 

Teach these things to the children.” Santa brought out a beautiful wreath made of fresh, fragrant greenery tied with a 
bright red bow. “The bow reminds us of the bond of perfection, which is love. The wreath embodies all the good 
things about Christmas for those with eyes to see and hearts to understand. It contains the colors of red and green 
and the heaven-turned needles of the evergreen. The bow tells the story of good will towards all and its color reminds 
us of Christ’s sacrifice. Even its very shape is symbolic, representing eternity and the eternal nature of Christ’s love. It 
is a circle, without beginning and without end. These are the things you must teach the children.” I asked, “But where 
does that leave you Santa?” The tears gone now from his eyes, a smile broke over Santa’s face. “Why bless you, my 
dear,” he laughed, “I’m only a symbol myself. I represent the spirit of family fun and the joy of giving and receiving. If 
the children are taught these other things, there is no danger that I’ll ever be forgotten.” “I think I’m beginning to un-
derstand.” “That’s why I came,” said Santa. “You’re an adult. If you don’t teach the children these things, then who 
will?”             — Author Unknown 
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