
 
  

   
 

St. Mary of the Annunciation Parish 
411 West Vistula/P.O. Box 245, Bristol, IN 46507 

Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend -The Most Revered Kevin C. Rhoades, Bishop 

 
PARISH OFFICE & EDUCATION CENTER 
Phone 574-848-4305 
Rectory 574-622-0039 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
 9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Monday - Thursday 
 9:30 a.m. - 11:00 on C.C.D. Sundays 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
 Monday through Saturday 9:00 a.m. 
 Saturday, Vigil 4:30 p.m. 
 Sundays 8:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 
HOLY DAYS MASS SCHEDULE 
 Evening Vigil 7:00 p.m. 
 Day  9:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. 
 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
 Saturdays: 8:15 - 8:45 a.m. 
             3:00 - 4:00 p.m. 
   Everyday before 9:00 a.m. Mass (8:30-8:45 a.m.) 
 
PASTORAL STAFF 
 Fr. Robert A. Van Kempen, Pastor 
 Calla Patka, Business Manager & Secretary 
 Roger Harmon, Building & Grounds Manager 
 Mary Stutzman, Director of Religious Education 
 Jessica Springer, Music Director 
 
LOVE & BLESSINGS GIFT SHOP HOURS 
   9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Sunday—Thursday 



St. Mary of the Annunciation Bristol, Indiana 

 

From Our Pastor 

Homily from Bishop Rhoades— Chrism Mass 2019 
 

A lot has happened in the Church and the world since the celebration of our last Chrism Mass. It would be an understatement to say 
that it’s been a difficult year, especially with the storms that erupted this past summer with the release of the grand jury report in 
Pennsylvania and the news of sins and crimes of an American cardinal, not to mention the revelations of sexual abuse of minors by 
clergy and the negligence of some bishops in other countries of the world. Anger, frustration and demands for accountability and 
transparency rightfully came to the fore. Some of the faithful chose to stop attending church and others chose to withdraw their 
financial support. Not knowing or ignoring the great strides of the Church in the United States these past 17 years in combatting this 
evil, the success of our efforts to protect our children and young people and the commitment to care for victims, many experienced a 
crisis of hope in the Catholic Church and its will or ability to reform. Some believe there is a culture of clericalism intrinsic to the 
institution; others that there is a homosexual culture in the clergy and seminaries that is allowed to thrive. This is the storm that 
broke out and, perhaps somewhat abated, continues to shake the barque of Peter, leading some to think that a shipwreck is coming 
and others to cry out – why is Jesus asleep in the boat? 
 

And yet here we are this evening, gathered in faith and hope, at this Chrism Mass (with a full cathedral). And here our beloved priests 
are gathered this evening, not to forsake their priestly promises, but to renew them. Amid the storm, and perhaps shaken by the 
storm, we’ve all chosen to stay in the boat and not jump ship. We’re all disgusted by the sins and crimes of some priests and bishops. 
We’re all committed to build on the successful reforms of the past 17 years. We all recognize that ours is a Church of saints and 
sinners. And, as we do at every Mass, we began this evening with the penitential act, admitting that we are all sinners in need of 
redemption. We gather tonight, after all, during Holy Week, the week of our redemption. 
 

As if the challenges within the Church were not enough, we celebrate this Mass and our priests renew their commitment at a time in 
history when there’s not only the need to persevere in hope amid the storm, but also to persevere in hope when there’s another big 
storm: what one author calls a tsunami, “the tsunami of secularism” that has been sweeping across the world. The future does not 
look bright in our country or in many other countries when it comes to support for our Christian values and teachings. Yet, here we 
have all these seminarians. I don’t think any one of them is approaching ordination with the belief that the life of a priest will become 
easier. They know that our values and beliefs will be even more countercultural. They know their vocation may be appreciated by 
some, but they know they might only be tolerated by others and most likely scorned by many. They will serve, as our priests now 
serve so faithfully and with such dedication, the Gospel of Jesus Christ. They will promote self-giving love, service to others, chastity 
and obedience to God’s law, including the sanctity of all human life and of marriage. And like most faithful Catholics, they will be 
political exiles in this nation – because of their love and compassion for unborn children or because of their love and compassion for 
immigrants and refugees. They are not afraid to face the tsunami of secularism, its promotion of so-called “sexual freedom and 
reproductive rights,” its rejection of any objective moral truth and its exaltation of personal self-fulfillment or mere national self-
interest, rather than the universal common good. I am so proud of the courage, commitment and love of our priests and seminarians 
who have chosen, and are choosing, to serve God and His Kingdom even in the midst of the storm and tsunami.  
 

I wish to quote some prophetic words of our Pope Emeritus, Benedict XVI. He said: “It seems to me that the Church is facing very 
hard times. The real crisis has scarcely begun. We will have to count on terrific upheavals. But I am equally certain about what will 
remain at the end: … the Church of faith. She may well no longer be the dominant social power to the extent that she was until 
recently; but she will enjoy a fresh blossoming and be seen as man’s home, where he will find life and hope beyond death.” 
 

It’s that hope that gathers us together this evening: laity, religious, deacons and priests. It’s a virtue that we received at Baptism and 
was intensified by Confirmation. It’s a hope that is fostered and protected when we persevere in prayer and have a strong interior life 
flowing from a vibrant faith. It is strengthened when we persevere every day through the tribulations and adversities we face in this 
valley of tears. 
 

I’ve mentioned the storm within the Church and the tsunami of secularism on the outside, let me now use the image of a hurricane. 
Hurricanes can have an overwhelming force, bringing turbulence and destruction; but notice that the eye of a hurricane has an island 
of peace, calm and serenity. That’s our interior life in the midst of the storm we find ourselves in. That’s where the Lord dwells. He is 
not asleep during the storm. And it’s from that inner space that hope comes. It’s because they have that closeness to the Lord that 
our priests are here tonight to renew their priestly promises. All of us need to foster this inner eye of the hurricane from which comes 
the hope to get us through the challenges that come into our lives or into our ministry. We do so through our regimen of prayer, 
Eucharistic devotion, lectio divina and the holy rosary. We can all be grateful that Mary is in the boat with us, holding our hand so 
that we don’t fall out. We must strive to be in the eye of the hurricane where we learn to say with the psalmist: “In God alone be at 
rest, my soul, for my hope comes from him. He alone is my rock, my stronghold, my fortress, in Him I stand firm” (Psalm 62). 
 

My brother priests, when we were ordained, God did not promise us bliss, comfort, ease, or perfection. He promised us love, care, 
mercy and life. And He made us ministers of His love, care, mercy and life. We are privileged to be channels of His life and love when 
we anoint people with the chrism that will be consecrated at this Mass. We are privileged to be instruments of His healing when we 
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Worship and Prayer in Our Parish Announcements & Events 

Mass Schedule 

Saturday, May 4,        Vigil:  Third Sunday of Easter 
      4:30 p.m.                  +Harold and Joanne Springer 
Sunday, May 5,             Third Sunday of Easter 
      8:30 a.m.               For the People 
      11:00 a.m.         +Wayne & Marie Campbell 

Monday, May 6,            
       9:00 a.m.                  +Adrien Ringuette 
Tuesday, May 7,           
      9:00 a.m.                  + Edgar and Elise Gillis 
Wednesday, May 8,      
 9:00 a. m.                 +Henry Van Kempen 
Thursday, May 9,         Easter Weekday 
         9:00 a.m.                  +Daniel and Frances Braun 
Friday, May 10,            

Easter Weekday

 
 9:00 a.m.                  +Duane Larson 
Saturday, May 11,      

Saint Damien de Veuster, Priest

 
 9:00 a.m.                  +Geraldine Rafinski 
Saturday, May 11,    Vigil:  Fourth Sunday of Easter 
        4:30 p.m.                   +Richard Smoker 
Sunday, May 12,      Fourth Sunday of Easter 
        8:30 a.m.                      For the People 
      11:00 a.m.                 +Mary Grace Van Kempen 
 

      CCD News: 
• May Crowning of the Blessed Mother is today during the 8:30 

Mass.  All CCD students are invited to process in with a flower 
for Mary.  Meet in the Education Center Hallway before Mass. 

• Please join the CCD students for our Living Rosary during class 
today.  (Sit in the back section of pews.) 

• SAVE THE DATE:  CCD classes will be starting early next year.  
First CCD class will be Sunday, August 18.  Please fill out a 
registration form NOW. 

 

Love & Blessings - Spring Sale!!! 
Monday, May 13th — Sunday, May 19th  

 

Knights of Columbus Annual Ladies Dinner 
Friday, May 17th - 6:00pm - Annunciation Hall 

Sign up on the sheets posted in the Atrium. 
 
 

Altar and Rosary Society 
For the Month of May, the Rosary will be prayed before Mass, 
please be mindful of those in prayer as you enter the Church. 

 

Pro-Life News 
Wednesday, May 8th - Annual Right to Life Spaghetti Dinner 

Held at the Knights of Columbus Hall in Elkhart.   

anoint the sick and the dying with the oil of the sick that will be blessed this evening. And we are privileged to be agents of His defeat 
of Satan when we anoint people with the oil of catechumens that will be blessed at this Mass. In all the sacraments and in our 
preaching, we are called to be witnesses and heralds of hope, the hope of the Gospel, the hope that does not disappoint.  
 

I have spoken about the challenges we face, the storm in the Church and the tsunami of secularism in the world. Let me tell you 
where I find hope. I find hope when I’m in the eye of the hurricane, in prayer. I find hope every time that I pronounce the words: “I 
absolve you from your sins,” and even more, I find hope when I hear those words spoken to me by a priest. I find hope every time I 
baptize an infant and confirm our young people. I find hope when I meet with a victim of sexual abuse and see God granting them 
some healing through the Church’s ministry. I find hope when I meet with our young adults and visit our high schools. I feel hope 
every time I spend time with our seminarians and when I lay hands on them at ordination. I feel hope when I am together with our 
priests in prayer and in fraternity. I feel hope when I visit parishes and see so many good works being done in the name of Christ. I 
feel hope when I visit with a family that prays together and truly seeks to make their home a domestic Church, where parents are 
raising their children in the faith and growing in their marital love. I find hope when I visit with the elder members of our Church 
family, many of whom have weathered various storms in their life yet continue to manifest the joy of their faith and to share the 
wisdom of their years. I find hope most of all when I hold the Host and the Chalice at Mass and pronounce the words: “This is my 
Body… This is my Blood.” The Eucharist gives us hope because Christ is our hope. He overcame sin and He conquered death. That’s 
what we remember during Holy Week and at every Mass. We must and will continue to say, no matter what challenges we face, no 
matter what storms come our way, the great mystery of faith: “We proclaim your Death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection, until 
you come again.” And we can only do so in His family, the Catholic Church. It’s a family that has its troubles and squabbles, that has 
been tainted by the sins of its members, but it’s still His family and it’s holy because its Head is the Holy One of God, Jesus Christ, and 
its soul is the Holy Spirit. And as Jesus promised: “the gates of hell will not prevail against it.” 
 

So where do we go from here? Where do we go when this Mass is ended? We go back to the storm and into the tsunami. We go 
forth strengthened and nourished by the Holy Eucharist. And we carry to our parishes the oil of gladness, the chrism of salvation, the 
healing oil of the sick and the oil of catechumens to anoint those who will become members of our family of faith, hope and charity. 
We go forth striving to live in the eye of the hurricane, opening ourselves to God’s grace in prayer. And we go forth to do what God 
the Father sends us to do – to continue the mission of His Son, what the Holy Spirit anointed Him to do and anointed us to do: “to 
bring glad tidings to the poor, to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, and to 
proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.”  
 

May God bless us and our diocese in this holy mission! 

Easter Weekday

Easter Weekday

Easter Weekday
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Brad Billings - A Catholic Funeral Director
www.billingsfuneralhome.com

574.264.2425

BUGSY'S ELKHART
EXTERMINATING CO., INC.

293-3724
2025 MIDDLEBURY ST.

Richard Jozwiak
Parishioner

STEMM  LAWSON  PETERSON 
FUNERAL  HOME
COBBLESTONE CROSSING

1531 Cobblestone Blvd., Elkhart      574-293-6411
“Caring, Compassionate and Comforting”

www.stemmlawsonpeterson.comwww.adamscakeshop.com

(574) 264-5507 • almacsotebeer.com

- DESIGN - DEVELOPMENT - CONSTRUCTION -
- LEASING - REAL ESTATE -

ALMAC SOTEBEER CONSTRUCTION

848-4437
906 MAPLE ST.

Gary Niblock
President

Richard Niblock
Secretary/Treasurer

720 W BRISTOL STREET, ELKHART
www.hoosierhd.com  574.262.2735

Saputo Family  Parishioners

Camille’s Floral

 502 Vistula 574-848-4904

Tracy Lane - Proprietor
Your Floorcovering Source

17880 Commerce Dr. 
848-1118 • Bristol

www.collins-n-co.com

“B
e nice to each other

out there, people!”

-Matt Dibley

IRVINE

Door, Inc.
Ben & Pam Mausar

Parishioners
1000 Verdant

elkhart

522-1446 904 Parkway Ave.• Elkhart, IN
www.drbritzke.com

David Britzke, O.D.
St. Thomas Parishioner

574.970.7444

Special Parishioner Discount

EASY SHOPPING PLACE:
295-8606

OPEN SUNDAYS 4-10 PM

PIZZA • SPAGHETTI
ITALIAN SANDWICHES

Greg F. & Michelle Campanello

www.volcanopizzaelkhart.com
POPLAR CT:  262-3339

CONCORD COMMONS:  875-6568

Since 1957

All of Chi-Towns favorite Eats

Bring Bulletin in & get
$2.00 OFF LARGE PIZZA

574-848-5800
Fax: 574-848-1035

218 E Vistula
1 COUPON PER VISIT

  574-264-2040
 imagesjewelers.com 300 E Bristol St.

Owners Sally & Brad Billings

Come In and Find
Your Childhood Again

820 North Ward St. Elkhart, IN 46514

(574) 326-3355
Like Us On Facebook

    

SAVICK
C O N S T R U C T I O N

CUSTOM BUILDER

Pa
ris

hi
on

er

General Contractor          574-536-6897

“We Sell The Earth, And Everything On It!”

Mike and Calla Patka    Broker - Owners    Parishioners

Ameri-Kart
A Myers Industries Company

Facebook.com/AmeriKartCorp
www.amerikart.com

17196 State Rd 120
Bristol, IN 46507

(574) 848-7462
(574) 848-5589 Fax

ISO 9001:2008 Certified

Tuesley ∙ Hall ∙ Konopa, llp
Christopher J. Spataro

Attorney
574.333.2855 | thklaw.com

851 US 20, Middlebury 574-825-7222 
54595 C R 17 Elk. 574-293-0222

Join Us For Sunday Brunch
Order Online              rullispizza.com

Open 7 Days

Italian American
Restaurant & Catering

Wedding Catering Specialist

• 24 to 56 passenger buses available
• Transportation for groups of all sizes

Toll Free: (800) 348-7487
Local: (574) 825-9405

Office Hours: 8-5

P.O. Box 59
Middlebury, IN

46540

Family Owned and Operated Since 1923

www.CardinalBuses.comwww.CardinalBuses.com

Serving all of Michiana

Get There in Style!

Goshen AnimAl CliniC
Terry J. Kaeser, D.V.M. • Parishioner

Veterinary Acupuncturist

2806 SOUTH MAIN ST. - GOSHEN
533-0535

• Dine In or Carry Out
• Private Banquet Room
• Outdoor Patio
• Catering Services

10% off of your next 
visit with this bulletin

1 coupon per visit

655 County Road 17
574-522-4137

Open Mon-SatLucchesesRestaurant.com

712 Richmond Street • Elkhart, IN 46516

Family Owned &
Operated Since 2004

ALL FACETS OF CONCRETE CONSTRUCTION
• INDUSTRIAL • COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

• DEEP SAWING & DEMOLITION

MAX & BECKY YEAKEY, Parishioners

www.premiumconcreteonline.com   574-264-0196

Brad Bell
Parishioner 

Jason Howe
(574) 322-4369

4607 Wyland Dr. Elkhart, IN 46516

Indiana
CatholicMatch.com/goIN

http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120413
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120594
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13121394
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120194
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120697
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120406
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120201
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13122994
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120306
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120114
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120617
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120110
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120204
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120216
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120416
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120616
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120113
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120317
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120301
http://DiscoverMass.com?sponsorid=13120517

