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St. Mary of the Annunciation Bristol, Indiana 

 

Announcements 

March 17, 2020  
 

Dear Faithful of the Diocese of Fort Wayne-South Bend,  
 

In the midst of the coronavirus pandemic, I write to encourage you, in the words of our Holy Father, Pope Francis, “to live this difficult 
moment with the strength of the faith, the certainty of hope and the ardor of charity.”  
 

Like many other dioceses throughout our country and world, I have made the difficult decision, along with the other bishops of Indiana, 
to suspend the celebration of public Masses in our diocese due to the escalation of the virus and to help prevent its spread. This 
suspension begins on Wednesday, March 18th and will remain in effect until further notice.  
 

Not being able to attend Mass is very difficult spiritually since the Holy Eucharist is “the source and summit of the Christian life.” As 
Catholics, we must do our part to help protect those who could be infected by the virus at public gatherings.  
 

Please know that I and our priests will be praying fervently for you at our daily private celebrations of Mass. I encourage you to make 
an act of “spiritual communion,” especially on Sundays. Saint Thomas Aquinas defined “spiritual communion” as “an ardent desire to 
receive Jesus in the Holy Sacrament and a loving embrace as though we had already received Him.” You can use the following prayer 
from Saint Alphonsus Liguori to make a “spiritual communion”:  
 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love you above all things and I desire to receive You into my soul. 
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come at least into my heart. I embrace You as if you were already there and 
unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.  
 

Saint Teresa of Avila wrote: “When you cannot receive Communion and cannot attend Mass, you can make a spiritual communion, 
which is a most beneficial practice; by it the love of God will be greatly impressed on you.”  
 

I encourage you during this time to watch Holy Mass on television or the online Masses being live-streamed from many of our parishes, 
including a live-streamed Mass that I will be celebrating every Sunday at 10:00 AM. I also encourage you to reflect on the Sunday 
readings and to take time for personal and family prayer by reciting together the holy rosary, the Divine Mercy chaplet or the Stations 
of the Cross.  
 

As members of the Body of Christ, let us be united in our prayers for one another and especially for those here or abroad who are 
suffering from illness or have died from the virus infection. Let us also remember in our prayers the valiant doctors, nurses and other 
health care workers who are working hard to bring healing to the sick as well as our priests and pastoral workers who are providing 
sacramental and pastoral care to the sick and dying.  
 

In this time of “social isolation,” let us not be isolated in our hearts from those who need our love, care and compassion. I am very 
edified by so many of our faithful who are bringing food to the elderly and staying in contact with those who may feel lonely, anxious, 
or depressed during this time. Thank you to all who are doing corporal and spiritual works of mercy in this Lenten season and offering 
assistance to those in need during this pandemic.  
 

Jesus invites us, His disciples, to follow Him by taking up the cross. Not being able to attend Mass is a heavy cross, but one that we can 
carry with the help of the Lord. We are united in spirit with our brothers and sisters throughout the world who are also unable to 
attend Mass because of the pandemic and also with those who regularly cannot go to Mass because of sickness, persecution or a 
shortage of priests. I hope and pray that this experience will deepen everyone’s desire to receive our Lord in the Eucharist, the great 
gift that we can too often take for granted.  
 

Finally, let us implore our Blessed Mother, as the patroness of our diocese under the title of the Immaculate Conception, as well as 
Saint Matthew, our secondary patron, to intercede for us during this trial. Let us remember that Jesus is always with us and nothing can 
separate us from His love. Let us live in His love and spread His love in our community.  
 

May God bless you! Sincerely yours in Christ,                   For more information:  
Most Reverend Kevin C. Rhoades Bishop of Fort Wayne-South Bend                 http://www.diocesefwsb.org/covid-19   

St. Mary’s of the Annunciation Hours 

The Adoration Chapel will be CLOSING at 6PM Tuesday evening, 
March 17th, until further notice. 

 

With that said, the Church (main doors) will be open and the 
Blessed Sacrament will be present in the Tabernacle  

for your private prayer time.  
Please be mindful of “social distancing” recommendations. 

Church Doors Open for prayer as follows: 
Sunday’s — 10a.m. - 4p.m. 

Monday-Thursday’s — Noon - 7p.m. 
Friday and Saturday’s — Closed 

 

The Parish Office will remain open at this time. Office hours are: 
Monday—Thursday, 9:30a.m. - 5p.m. 

http://www.diocesefwsb.org/covid-19


Fourth Sunday During Lent  March 22, 2020 

 

 

Spark Corner 
Around the dinner table one night this week, put your phones 

away and spark a conversation with the following topic: 
 
 

  If you had to move to another city or country,  
where would you move?  

 

Amid the Coronavirus scare, many people probably wish they COULD 
move somewhere else…somewhere safer…somewhere less “crazy” 

than the times we are living in right now.  Just remember Psalm 91 and 
rest easy.  “Say to the LORD, ‘My refuge and fortress, my God in whom 
I trust.’ He will rescue you from the fowler’s snare, from the destroying 

plague; He will shelter you with his pinions, and under his wings you 
may take refuge; his faithfulness is a protecting shield. You shall not 
fear the terror of the night nor the arrow that flies by day, nor the 

pestilence that roams in darkness, nor the plague that ravages at noon. 
Though a thousand fall at your side, ten thousand at your right hand, 

near you it shall not come.” 

CCD NEWS & UPDATES 
FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 22 

 
 
 

In keeping with the Bishop’s directives and at the pastor’s 
discretion, we are cancelling all Sunday CCD and  

Wednesday evening RCIC Classes until after Easter.   
As of right now, Classes will resume for CCD on Sunday, April 19 

and for RCIC on Wednesday, April 15.   
 

Attention 7th graders:   
The Theology of the Body session for this evening has been 

cancelled.   
 

Attention First Communicants: 
   As of right now, Father Bob has said that the following events 

will still be held due to the small size of our First Communion 
class.  Be advised that this may change in the weeks ahead.  

    
   Practice:  Friday, April 17, 6:00 p.m. -- 7:00 p.m. 

   First Communion Mass:  Saturday, April 18, 10:00 a.m. 

Schedule of Mass Intentions 

Saturday, March 21  Vigil: 4th Sunday of Lent 
              + Bill Brown 
Sunday, March 22 4th Sunday of Lent 
      For the People 
          + David Peterson 
Monday, March 23  St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
          Pray for a Respect for All Life 
Tuesday, March 24 St. Oscar Romero 
             + Esther Lantz 
Wednesday, March 25  The Annunciation of the Lord 
      + Allan Ludwig 
Thursday, March 26  Lenten Weekday 
               + Mary Kay Froschauer 
Friday, March 27  Lenten Weekday 
       + Mary Harmon 
Saturday, March 28  Lenten Weekday 
       + Gary Freeman Jr. 
Saturday, March 29  Vigil: 5th Sunday of Lent 
              For the People 
Sunday, March 29 5th Sunday of Lent 
      + Bill Hixon 
          + Patrick Puckett 

Almsgiving 4th Sunday in Lent:   
St. Michael Indian School 

 

St. Michael Indian School is a community of over 345 
students in pre-k through 12th grade located near the 

Navajo Reservation in St. Michaels, Arizona. With over 35 faculty 
and staff, we embark each day to educate our students in a 

vibrant, spiritual environment that fosters their holistic growth 
as a student scholar. Our students are artists, athletes, and STEM 

enthusiasts, and they go on to accomplish great things here at 
home and beyond. We are inspired by them, and we hope  

through sharing our story on this site, you will be too.  
Join us in building our future!   

Bulletin Information Deadline 
If you have information for the Bulletin for a Parish Event or Meeting, 

please submit all pertinent information to Jessica Springer in the Parish 
Office no later than  Noon on Monday in order to ensure publication in 
the upcoming weekend bulletin. Submissions may be made in person at 

the Office or email to:  stmarybristolmusic@gmail.com 

Worship and Prayer in Our Parish Announcements 

 

This Lenten season, we are again helping  
Catholic Relief Services with the Rice Bowl collection.   

We pray this Lent in thanksgiving for the gifts  
that God has bestowed on our families. 

We fast this Lent, remembering the many hungry people 
throughout the world who go without food each day. 

We give alms this Lent to help the poor around the  
world and in our own community. 

Your Lenten gifts change lives.  Thank you! 
You can also give online at crsricebowl.org/give 

St. Mary’s Website 
 

 We are back online! 
 

The new address for the Website for St. Mary’s is: 
www.stmarysbristol.com 

 

We are working to information up to date.  But you will once 
again be able to find important information on our website, and 

links to the Bulletin online.  As well as connect directly to the  
St. Mary of the Annunciation Facebook Page. 


