
PARISH STAFF 

Rev. David V. Berberian J.C.L., Pastor 

dberberian@stthomas-church.org 

Rev. Richard Leskovar, Weekend Assistant 

Rev. James D. Daley, Pastor Emeritus  

Patricia Holm, Pastoral Associate, Administration 

pholm@stthomas-church.org 

Barbara Ruggirello, Bookkeeper 

Paul Edmundson, Office Assistant 

pedmundson@stthomas-church.org 

Peter Bukowski, Facilities Manager 

pbukowski@stthomas-church.org 

Maura Barrett, LMSW, Pastoral Care Associate 

mbarrett@stthomas-church.org 

Avery Tunningley, Parish Music Director 

tunnac@aol.com 

Nelly Brown Bunk, Choir Director 

nellybrownbunk@gmail.com 

Konstantin Tsykun, Contemporary Music Director 
 

FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 

Monday through Thursday, 9:00  a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closed Friday. 

Patti Staerker, Coordinator, Elementary School Program 

pstaerker@stthomas-church.org 

Rose Ann Garry, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

ragarry@stthomas-church.org 

Bridget Zigrosser, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

bzigrosser@stthomas-church.org 

Mary Ann Hospodar, Coordinator, Youth Ministry Program 

mhospodar@stthomas-church.org 

Colleen Harrigan, Secretary 

charrigan@stthomas-church.org 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 

 

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Thomas Kane, School Principal 
tkane@stthomas-school.org 

Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 

35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: 439-4951 • Fax: 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: M-F 9am—2 pm 

Website: www:stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 

Mon. and Fri. at 12:15 p.m., Tues. and Wed. at 7:30 a.m. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

First Friday, following 12:15 p.m. Mass, until  Benediction at 2:45 p.m. 
No Eucharistic Adoration in July and August 

RECONCILIATION: 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. in the Daily Mass Chapel or anytime by appt.   

BAPTISM 
 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 
parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact Paul Edmundson in the Parish Office for information. 
MATRIMONY  

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Celebrated on the first Monday of the month after the 12:15 p.m. Mass or by 

request.  
CARE OF THE SICK 

 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 
hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who 

would like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 
NEW PARISHIONER 

 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 
appointment . 

 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 
 

 
Download Our Parish App! Myparishapp.com 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ our Lord in a com-
munity of faith, to respond to the Spirit by recognizing the gifts of each indi-

vidual and by encouraging their use in Christian service to others and to 
spread the Word to others by the witness of our lives in order to encourage 

growth in our relationships with God and with one another. 

DECEMBER 28 - DECEMBER 29, 2019 



CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE, DELMAR, NY 
Saturday-Sunday, January 4– January 5, 2019, Epiphany of the Lord  

  CELEBRANT LECTORS SERVERS EM TEAM 

5:00 p.m.   Father Berberian   Denis Hurley & Sandra Flynn             Aidan Ciancio & Ryan Ciancio                     2 

8:00 a.m. Father Berberian   David Rothfuss & Alba Giordano        Paul Edmundson & TBD                             2  

9:30 a.m. Father Berberian   Paul Connolly & Marianne Conophy   Samantha Gomez & Steven Gomez           2 

11:00 a.m. Father Leskovar    Bill Bunk & Candice Stellato               Mikolaj Wloszczynski & Madelyn Magill      2 

Pastor’s Corner  

Christmas 2019 Thank You ~ As we recall God’s gift 
of the birth of Jesus on that first silent, holy night, we 
cannot help but be filled with wonder, gratitude and 
praise. We are once again reminded of the potential and 
possibilities of our lives. It is also a time to be grateful for 
the many ways God’s presence is made known within 
our faith community. A perfect example of this was our 
Giving Tree project. This year close to 1,000 gifts were 
collected and distributed to people in need to help make 
Christmas a little brighter for their families (Thank-you 
Carol Rhoads and Sandie Flynn for your excellent coor-
dination of the project this year). And there are so many 
other examples of where the Lord’s presence is made 
known: by a dedicated staff that always go above and 
beyond their job descriptions; by our musicians and choir 
who raise their voices to join the choir of angels in 
heaven; by our faithful liturgical ministers who are always 
ready to pitch in when needed; by Richard Harte and his 
elves for using their creative gifts to create a prayerful 
environment; by those who with little fanfare care for the 
“holy wash” and help keep the church building fit for wor-
ship; by our school community for helping make Advent 
a time of prayer and service to those in need and by lift-
ing our hearts and spirits with their Christmas concert; by 
our catechists and aides in our Faith Formation pro-
grams who so generously share their faith with our chil-
dren and teach so much more by their example and by 
all those who in their quiet and unassuming way help to 
make St. Thomas a place where we can truly enter into 
the mystery of God’s love for us. Through shared faith, 
common prayer and works of service Jesus is born again 
and again in our midst. 
 

NEW YEAR’S HOLIDAY ~ The Parish Office will be 

closed on Tuesday, December 31 and Wednesday, 
January 1, in observance of the Diocesan holiday sched-
ule for New Year’s Day. There will be NO Daily Mass at 
7:30 a.m. on Tuesday, December 31. There will be 
Mass on Wednesday, January 1 for the Solemnity of 
Mary, Holy Mother of God at 10 a.m. in the church.  

Prayer & Worship 

“Holiness isn’t measured by our perfection.  It’s 
measured by how we love.”  
-Lisa Brenninkmeyer, Walking With Purpose 
 

Hospital Visitation Ministry ~ We have an active 
group of ministers who provide supportive visits to our 
parishioners while  
hospitalized. Scheduling is about once every 5 weeks or 
so. We could use a few more volunteers, or those willing 
to act as a substitute now and again. Contact Maura to 
learn more about becoming involved in this group. 
 

Alzheimer’s Care Team ~ Living with Alzheimer’s or 
any memory disorder can be an isolating, stressful and 
often friendless experience for both the individual and 
his/her family caregivers. We have a terrific team from 
our parish that provides practical and helpful non-medical 
support and friendship to those experiencing this in our 
community. The team meets once every 5 weeks to dis-
cuss scheduling and needs. The time you give is up to 
you! If you are interested in learning more about this 
group or would like to get involved, please contact 
Maura. 
 

Parish Pals Phone Ministry ~ If you know someone 
who would benefit from engaging in a friendly call from a 
parishioner, let Maura know. We have a team of people 
who are happy to reach out in an effort to continue to 
one’s connection to the parish community. 
 

Holiday Support ~ The holiday season is a time of 
hope and love. It can also be a time of emotional difficulty 
for some. If you or your loved one is in need of suppor-
tive services please contact Maura in Pastoral Care for 
assistance and referral information for programs avail-
able in our area.  

   (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

Pastoral Care  

Thomas School students who performed the reenactment 
of Our Lady’s appearance, senior Morgan Leonard, who 
read our petitions in Spanish and  Faith Formation stu-
dents and parents who showed their leadership as aco-
lytes, greeters, setup crew, servers and clean up!!! Lastly, 
thank YOU for joining us as we honored our Mother 
Mary!  God bless you all!  
 

PRAYER CHAIN ~  Members respond to urgent prayer 
intentions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Seward 
at: 518-439-7845 for your intention to be added. 

Our Pueblo to People Committee is most appre-
ciative to Fr. Berberian for his support of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Celebration.  We too thank school staff for 
their support and flexibility, most especially Principal, 
Tom Kane and Jessica Romero.  Special thanks to St. 



Holy Family Sunday 

                         (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

Youth Ministry 

School News  

                            (Contact: Thomas Kane, Principal) 

Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org or on 
Facebook at St. Thomas the Apostle 
School - Delmar 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

              (Contact: Rose Ann Garry or  Bridget Zigrosser 

Faith Formation  

    ELEMENTARY FAITH FORMATION (GRADES 1-5) 
                      (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

"Sign Up Sunday" for First Communion families. 
Sign up for your choice of First Communion celebration 
Mass next Sun., Jan. 5, 9 a.m. to noon  in the church 
Gathering Hall. 
 

The next First Communion preparation class will 
be Sun., Jan. 12, 8:15 a.m. in the school.  Please have 
chapter 2 completed iwhen you come in that day. 
 

Elementary faith formation classes  

resume Jan. 21, 22, and 23.   

May God bless you and your loved ones with joy, health 
and faith in the coming New Year!  
 

Please help St. Thomas the Apostle School to ad-
vance the programs that have served our families for over 
60 years. Please help us grow in our ministry for Catholic edu-
cation through our Continuing the  Vision Campaign. Your gift 
allows us to keep tuition affordable for all families. A monthly 
gift, a one-time gift, a celebratory gift or any other gift as you 
see fit, makes the difference in the lives of our students.  
Donation cards are available in the Gathering Hall and in the 
School Lobby. Gifts may be made via cash, check, or by credit 
card online at https://www.stthomas-school.org/giving/annual/. 
Thank you for making a difference! 
 

Did you know? St. Thomas the Apostle School offers: 

 Personalized attention, small group learning and ad-

vanced studies. 

 Classroom performances are validated on both state and 

national tests. 

 Interests and talents can be explored in music, art, thea-

ter, world languages and physical education along with 
educational field trips and a variety of extracurricular ac-
tivities. 

 Students learn the importance of being healthy and active 

by participating in school sports teams & clubs. 

 Family friendly, secure, warm and nurturing environment. 

 Affordable before and after school programs. 

 Financial Aid may be available. 
 

Enroll Now for 2019/2020!  It's never too early or too 
late to find the better match for your child.  Whether you're 
looking for a preschool, kindergarten or a middle grade trans-
fer, St. Thomas the Apostle School offers the comforts of home 
while at school.  We want the same things for your children 
that you want, the best academic preparation for high school 
and beyond in an environment that is Christ-centered. At St. 
Thomas the Apostle School, we are a family. We know 
every child by name and work in cooperation with parents to 
ensure that the needs of every child are met both academically 
and spiritually.  Schedule a private tour by contacting Jennifer 
Murphy at 518-439-5573 or jmurphy@stthomas-school.org. 
 

Gift cards make great gifts, but they also put microscopes 
in the science lab, playground equipment outside, and books 
and media in the library. So… if you buy gift cards, please 
buy them from us! Scrip Gift Cards are not just available 
through the holiday season but are available throughout the 
year. Order forms are available in the Gathering Hall and can 
be dropped off or mailed in with cash or check payment to St. 
Thomas the Apostle School. Many of the retailers we all use 
year-round (ShopRite, WalMart, Lowe’s and Amazon to name 
just a few) offer rebates to the school. If you have any ques-
tions about this simple way to help the school, please contact 
Erica at 518-439-5573 or efox@stthomas-school.org. 

Confirmation families:  Parent Meeting Jan. 12, 6:00 
p.m. in the Church!  Did you sign up for a retreat date? 
Jan. 26, or Feb. 9 starting with 11:00 a.m. Mass to 4:00 
p.m. at St. Thomas. Please see the Confirmation page on 
our website to register and sign-up. 

 

Fall HOPE Reflection forms for all Middle and High 
Schoolers are due Jan. 12!. Please drop them off at the 

Youth Ministry table on your way to Mass! 
 

Please see the Faith Formation  page on our website for 
everything faith formation!  

Classes resume February 4,-5,-6, 2020.  

We thank everyone who joined us for caroling at Good 
Samaritan Nursing Home! Special shout to our readers, 
Maren Louridas and Eric Herzog, Liam Raleigh for play-
ing the piano and Nora McLaughlin for performing a few 
Irish jigs!   We thank our young church for their leader-
ship at the 5 p.m Teen/Family Mass and the following 
day at our Santa’s Workshop!  Thank you for sharing 
your faith and time with our oldest and youngest of 
neighbors! Blessings to you!  
 

Teen/Family Mass, Sat., Jan. 11 at 5 p.m. followed by 
Dodgeball for REUSABLE SHOPPING BAGS for 
Catholic Charities Food Pantries, in the school gym from 
6-7:30 p.m. Donation: $5.00 per player or bring in 2 NEW 
Reusable Grocery Bags. Sign up or email Mary Ann at 
mhospodar@stthomas-church.org. 
 

See our Make A Difference Binder  
for 2020 Service & Prayer Opportunities.  

 

“Holy Family guide us each and every day.”  
Happy New Year! 

http://www.stthomas-school.org/
https://www.stthomas-school.org/giving/annual/
mailto:mhospodar@stthomas-church.org


 December 28 – December 29, 2019 

Calendar 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 

one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:   
Countryman Home Improvement 

Their advertising dollars help bring this bulletin to you. 
Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   

Be sure to patronize their business! 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR  DEC 14– DEC 15, 2019 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY  
COLLECTION ** 

$15,944.48 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$3,057.50 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $19,001.98 

WEEKLY BUDGET AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $950.10 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  429 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $1,441.50 

Administration 
        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

Tue 12/31  
Diocesan Holiday—Office 
Closed, No Daily Mass 

 

Wed 1/1 10 am 
Parish Office Closed - 

Mass will be Celebrated 
CH 

Thu 1/2 10 am Bible Study Group CH 

PLACE: CH – Church;  GH – Gathering Hall;  LC – Lady 
Chapel; MC – Media Center;  PO – Parish Offices,  PP - 
Peace Pole, Café-Cafeteria, LCR1 or LCR2-Large Conference 
Rooms Rec Dining room, CHP-Chapel SCH-School 

Offertory contribution information for December 21 –

December 22 and Christmas was not available at time 

of publication. It will be included in a future bulletin. 

Community 

Active Older Adults Luncheon and Service Project – 
Faith, Fun, and Food ~  Our next luncheon will be 
on Fri., Jan. 17.  We will attend Mass at 12:15 p.m., then 
enjoy our lunch together.   If possible, please bring some 
Valentine cards in envelopes signed from “Your friend at 
St. Thomas”, followed by your name.  These cards are 
for parishioners who are “shut in”.    For reservations, 
transportation or cancellations please contact Steve or 

Christine Corson at 518- 439-3286 by Mon., Jan. 13.  

Parishioners:  If you like to bake, please help us out 
with cupcakes this month.  Contact Steve or Christine 
Corson at 518-439-3286.  

Bethlehem’s First Night 2020 Celebration  will 
provide a fun-filled, family-friendly event on Tues., Dec. 
31, with fireworks at the Four Corners at 6:30 
p.m.  Entertainment and activities follow at various ven-
ues, all within walking distance of Four Corners, including 
here at St Thomas. The Mendelssohn Club will be heard 
in our Sanctuary from 7-10 p.m. First Night Buttons are 
$10 per Adult, $5, Ages 12-18, children under 12 are 
FREE.  Buttons can be purchased online 
at Eventbrite.com, or picked up at Bethlehem Town 
Hall. Button Sales will raise money to support several 
local charities. More event info at the Bethlehem First 
Night Facebook page and on our Community bulletin 
board. 
 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter ~ "Put on, as God's 
chosen ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience, bearing 
with one another and forgiving one another." Work to live 
in your marriage as God desires by attending a World-
wide Marriage Encounter Weekend. The next Weekends 
are Mar 27-29, 2020 in Albany, NY and Jul 10-12, 2020 
in East Windsor, CT. For information, call Pat & Mary Jo 
McLaughlin, 860-315-2127, https://wwmectw.org/. 

Christian Service 

Grocery Gift Cards for St. John/St. Ann Outreach 
Center ~ Thanks to all of you who so generously donated gro-
cery gift cards for those in need in Albany’s South End. Through 
your generosity we gave approximately $1,100 in cards to the 
Center for use by individuals, for the contents of the Christmas 
gift baskets and other food program necessities during the 
Christmas season. 
 

Thank you for your generous support of the food 
pantry throughout this year. We remind you that the food pan-

try is OPEN THROUGHOUT THE MONTH. Anyone in need 

is welcome to use the food pantry. Call the Parish Office to set 
up an appointment.  

Creation Care Team 
              (Contact: Jeanne Schrempf: jdschrempf6@gmail.com  
         or Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

As a new year approaches and the old fades away … 
we have an opportunity to look back with a grateful 
heart on the wonders of creation which we have enjoyed 
these past 12 months, and ahead to a year in which we 
show our gratitude through actions that preserve and 
protect God’s gift of this universe.   If you’re still decid-
ing your New Year’s goals: consider what you might be 
able to do in 2020 to protect the environment.  No goal is 
too small, from skipping the straw, to becoming a 
member of the St. Thomas Creation Care Team,  The 
Team will be collaborating in 2020 with the Bethlehem 
Interfaith Creation Care Team on a range of projects 
designed to reduce waste and protect creation.  If you are 
interested in joining the team, come to one of the monthly 
meetings or contact Jeanne or Marie using our emails 

shown above. 

https://wwmectw.org/
mailto:jdschrempf@verizon.net
mailto:myermarie@yahoo.com


Mass Intentions 
For the Week of December 30, 2019 - January 3, 2020 

Mon.         12:15 pm Anita Millora  

              Lomotan Family 

 

  The Greagan Family  
            

Tue.        Diocesan Holiday -  No Mass 

       

Wed. 10:00 am Mary, Holy Mother of God 

   

  Anna Carroll, 4th. Anniv. 

Her Family 

   

Fri. 12:15 pm Those Enrolled in Memorial Fund 

  

  Roseanne Bruno 

 Norman Morand 

                                              

 
 

Sat.            5:00 pm    Howard Cooper, 15th Anniv. 

   The Family  

 

  Charles Saxe 

   Patrick and Madeline Amodeo  

 

Sun.           8:00 am  Jane Behringer  

Hogan Family 

 

  Anita Tipple 

  Patricia Holm 

                 9:30 am      For The People  
 
 11:00 am        Mary Carol Donato  

Brittell Family 

 
         Richard Van Woert  

Dan, Michelle and Tim Saxe 

Sunday        Sir 3:2-6, 12-14 / Col 3:12-21 / Mt 2:13–15, 19-23                     

Monday        1 Jn 2:12-17 / Lk 2:36-40    

Tuesday       1 Jn 2:18-21 / Jn 1: 1-18 

Wednesday   Nm 6:22-27 / Gal 4:4-7 / Lk 2:16-21 

Thursday      1 Jn 2:22-28 / Jn 1:19-28 

Friday           1 Jn 2:29-3:6 / Jn 1:29-34                            

Saturday      1 Jn 3:7-10 / Jn 1:35-42 

Sunday        Is 60:1-6 / Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6 / Mt 2:1–12              

Scripture Readings: Week of December 29, 2019 

Next Weekend, January 4 - January 5, 2020 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULES 

Westmere  
Christ the King Church: 456-1644, Sat: 4 pm / Sun: 8 &10 am,12 pm 

Altamont  
St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church: 861-8770, Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

Voorheesville 
St. Matthew’s Church: 765-2805, Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 8:30 & 10:30 am 


