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PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 

 
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Thomas Kane, School Principal 
tkane@stthomas-school.org 
Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 

35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: 439-4951 • Fax: 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: M-F 9 am - 2 pm 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 

Mon. and Fri. at 12:15 p.m., Tues. and Wed. at 7:30 a.m. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

First Friday, following 12:15 p.m. Mass, until  Benediction at 2:45 p.m. 
No Eucharistic Adoration in July and August 

RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:00 p.m. in the Daily Mass Chapel or anytime by appt.   

BAPTISM 
 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 
parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact Paul Edmundson in the Parish Office for information. 
MATRIMONY  

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Celebrated on the first Monday of the month after the 12:15 p.m. Mass or by 

request.  
CARE OF THE SICK 

 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 
hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who would 

like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 
NEW PARISHIONER 

 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 
appointment . 

 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 

 
 

Download Our Parish App! Myparishapp.com 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ our Lord in a 
community of faith, to respond to the Spirit by recognizing the gifts of 
each individual and by encouraging their use in Christian service to 

others and to spread the Word to others by the witness of our lives in 
order to encourage growth in our relationships with God and with one 

another. 

JULY 11 – JULY 12, 2020 



Pastor’s Corner  

   (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

Pastoral Care  

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Masses Scheduled to Begin! ~  We 

are looking forward to reopening 

for Mass!  Currently, we have a target 

date of the weekend of July 25 -26, 

with a 5 p.m. on Saturday and 10 a.m. 

on Sunday.  Details will be made available to you via a 

mailing and the website over the next few weeks.  We 

thank all of those who have offered to serve as greeters, 

ushers, cleaners, Eucharistic Ministers, and for other 

tasks.  We will be scheduling two dates for training, which 

will be mandatory for those volunteering, and will notify 

you as soon as possible.  We look forward to seeing you! 

 
Please continue to check our website,  
www.stthomas-church.org for updates.   
 
And, please pray for all of us as we finalize preparations 
for the reopening of Masses safely and as we com-
ply with all of the requirements asked of us. Please visit 
the diocesan website, www.rcda.org, to review all of 
those requirements.  If you can help in any way, please 
contact Pat Holm in the parish office.  Thank you. 
 

Private Prayer ~ If you are planning on visiting the 
church,  you will notice that we have closed off the 
church during the week. Only the chapel will be available 
for private prayer. 

 

Parish Office ~ Staff members are working 
from home but still able to respond to your 
questions and needs.  Please contact any of us 
directly via email (see front page of the bulle-
tin), by phone or office@stthomas-

church.org.  We will respond as quickly as possible. Form 
requests, including those for sacramental records (i.e. 
baptism, marriage, etc.), to schedule a Mass, or to be a 
sponsor, can all be filled out online.    

 
Your Support ~ We recog-
nize at this very difficult time 
that families have serious fi-
nancial decisions to make 

both for today and to protect their future. With that in 
mind, for those of you who are able, we ask that you re-
member to support our parish.  Please feel free to mail 
your offertory contribution/envelope directly to the parish 
office.  Or, consider using our electronic giving (Vanco) 
program which you can access through our web-
site.  Please call the parish office if you need assistance 
with Vanco. 
 

Meal Ministry Changes ~ Our Meal Ministry has been 
very successful over the past several years providing 
short-term home delivered meals to parishioners experi-
encing a significant life event (i.e., death, illness, hospital-
ization, birth, etc.). Due to COVID-19 we are not able to 
provide home cooked and delivered meals to our parish-
ioners. However, we are looking at providing a gift card(s) 
for a meal(s) from local (in the town of Bethlehem) restau-
rants that provides delivery. Maura Barrett will continue to 
organize the ministry and make contact with the recipi-
ents. As always, a ministry’s success is based on parish-
ioner interest and support. If you are interested in assist-
ing in getting this ministry going again in this way, you 
may provide a gift card (in any denomination) to a local 
restaurant that delivers or make a cash donation to the 
Pastoral Care Office marking the designation for meal 
ministry. Food can provide a sense of support and com-
fort during stressful times. Maura is currently researching 
area restaurants that provide delivery and reaching out to 
them as well. If we receive enough interest, we will pro-
ceed. Please contact Maura via email or phone at the 
office. Messages left will be returned as soon as possible.  
 

 
Act of Spiritual Com-

munion 
 

     Jesus, I believe that You 
are present in the Eucharist. 
I love You above all things, 
and I desire that You fill me 

with your nurturing love. 
Since I cannot at this mo-

ment receive You sacramen-
tally, heighten my awareness 

of Your presence  
that is already in my heart. 
Embrace me in Your love 

and  
let us celebrate our union for 

all eternity.  Amen. 
 

 (Adapted from Saint Alphonsus Liguori  
Spiritual Communion) 

 
On behalf of the Pastoral Care Min-
istry Team at St. Thomas the Apos-

tle Church, we want you to know 
that you remain in our thoughts and 
prayers. May these prayers provide 

some comfort during these difficult 
times. 

Prayer & Worship 

Prayer Chain ~ Members respond to urgent prayer in-
tentions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Seward at: 
518-439-7845 for your intention to be added. 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Lynn M. Skelly 
who passed away recently. May the Lord welcome her  
into Eternal Life. 

http://www.stthomas-church.org/
http://ww.rcda.org/
mailto:office@stthomas-church.org
mailto:office@stthomas-church.org


Masses are scheduled to begin the weekend of July 25-26  

School News  

Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org or on 
Facebook at St. Thomas the Apostle School 
- Delmar 

                            (Contact: Thomas Kane, Principal) 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

              (Contact: Rose Ann Garry or  Bridget Zigrosser) 

Are you looking for a school with limited class sizes 
which allow for safe, personalized instruction? St. 
Thomas the Apostle School is now enrolling for 2020-
2021! ~ Pre-K3, Part-Day and Full-Day Pre-K4 (flexible 
options available) as well as Grades K-8.  Vis-
it www.stthomas-school.org to watch our virtual tour. Call/
text 518-439-5573 or email Jennifer Murphy 
at jmurphy@stthomas-school.org for more information.     
 
Partnering with parents because at St. Thomas, we 
are family ~ Encouraging prayer and Catholic faith-
centered activities allows our teachers to reinforce the 
values you're working so hard to instill at home. We cre-
ate an environment in which students are celebrated for 
their unique gifts and are encouraged to explore and live 
their faith, to have respect for themselves and others, to 
always be eager to learn, and to know how to find the 
answers and think critically.  With this strong foundation, 
our students are prepared to be successful in high 
school, college and beyond.   

Faith Formation and Youth Ministry 

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Still Waiting  ~ Until things begin to reopen and we gain 
clarity on when and what we are able to do going forth, 
we continue waiting to reschedule canceled events and to 
plan for next year's programming. Stay tuned to the bulle-
tin, the parish website, stthomas-church.org, and the "My 
Parish" App for any changes as we move forward through 
this crisis. May God bless you all and keep you and your 
families healthy! 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 

              (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

“CORE antine  Video”  lo-
cated on our Parish’s web-

site under FF / Youth Min-
istry.   !   

 Check out our newest 
Video by Anna Bernasconi  

 

 

WEDNESDAY JULY 15  9:30-10:30 
a.m. in the church parking lot  for 
our neighbors served at  St. John/ 

St Ann’s Outreach Center.  The 
Center is in need of canned corn, 
canned fruits, tuna, small bags of                         
rice, boxed macaroni and cheese                                                                              

or anything  you can spare.  
 

Stay connected on our Youth Ministry In-
stagram Account! Stthomasyouthministry    

 

Albany Diocesan Cemeteries is hosting a Photo Con-
test! Visit one of our 19 sacred grounds and photo-
graph something you find interesting, unique or 
beautiful! Entrants may submit up to 2 original pho-
tographs by Oct. 15.  First prize is $300.00   for more 
information check out https://
blog.capitaldistrictcemeteries.org/adc-photography-
contest-2020/ 

Community 

Senior Luncheon Thanks ~ 

There are many people we would 

like to thank for the success of 

our 6 luncheons held during the 

2019-2020 year.  We would es-

pecially like to thank Father Ber-

berian and the Sacrificial Giving 

Committee for the financial sup-

port of our luncheons.  We would also like to thank 

Atria Delmar Place for providing us with delicious 

meals for several of our luncheons.  We would like to 

thank the volunteers who helped to decorate, set up. 

serve food, and clean up.  Thanks, fo our parishioners 

who provided us with delicious baked goods for our 

luncheons.  Also, we extend a special thank you to our 

participants who attended each month to share some 

time with fellow parishioners.  Without all of you, the 

program would not have been a success.  We don’t 

know what the future  holds, but we hope that these 

luncheons can resume sometime in the near future. 

http://www.stthomas-school.org/
http://www.stthomas-school.org/
mailto:jmurphy@stthomas-school.org
http://stthomas-church.org/


 Two Masses are scheduled - Sat. 5PM and Sun. 10AM 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 
one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:   

Delaware Pediatrics  
Their advertising dollars help bring this bulletin to you. 

Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   
Be sure to patronize their business! 

Creation Care Team 

               (Contact: Jeanne Schrempf: jdschrempf6@gmail.com  

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY  
COLLECTION ** 

$4,177.50 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$1,600.00 
 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $5,777.50 

WEEKLY BUDGET AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $288.88 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  76 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $00.00 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR  JUNE 27 – JUNE 28, 2020 

Public Policy 

Administration 

        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

From USSCB:  
Demand a COVID-19 Vaccine Free from Abortion 
~  Some of the vaccines currently in development are be-
ing produced using old cell lines that were created from 
the cells of aborted babies.  There is NO NEED to further 
exploit the bodies of aborted children as other cell lines or 
processes that do not involve cells from abortions are 
available.  Urge the Trump administration to make sure 
that vaccines for COCID-19 are developed ethically and 
are free from any connection to the exploitation of abor-
tion. Go to USCCB.org/Issues then “Take Action” 
 
Catholic Schools Need Our Help ~ With economic dev-
astation facing many families across the country, abrupt 
unemployment and lost income has meant families are 
unable to make tuition payments to sustain their schools. 
Also, without Sunday collections, parishes which normally 
provide financial support to keep tuition affordable cannot 
assist at this time. Ask Congress to provide emergency aid 
to Catholic schools and families in the next COVID-19 leg-
islation package, including equitable access to K-12 feder-
al funds for Catholic schools, direct funding to families for 
tuition payments, and tax breaks for K-12 tuition pay-
ments. Go to USCCB.org/Issues then “Take Action” 
 
From USCCB/JFI: 
Send an email to “your Senators urging them to pass 
additional COVID-19 relief action legislation* but to in-
clude immigrants and refugees who have largely been 
excluded from assistance, particularly **DACA recipients, 
TPS holders, and essential workers. Go to JFI.org/
ActionCenter  
 
Thank you for your advocacy on these important 
public policy issues.   

“Do not think that love in order to be genuine has 
to be extraordinary. What we need is to love with-

out getting tired. Be faithful in small things because 
it is in them that your strength lies.”  

(Mother Teresa)                                           
 

Caring for creation is love, not uttered in a single 

proclamation, statement or promise, but rather demon-
strated in the faithful repetition of the acts we know will 
protect the people, environment, flora and fauna of our 
world.  It is wearing our masks in community, 
“buying local” from our Delmar Farmers’ Market each 
Saturday, eliminating single-use plastics in our 
homes, recycling, composting, planting native flow-
ers to attract pollinators.  Our strength as protectors, as 
guardians, as leaders in caring for our “Common 
Home” lies in our shared engagement in these and 
multiple other small acts of caring.   

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY  
COLLECTION ** 

$8,574.50 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$3,480.00 
 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $12,054.50 

WEEKLY BUDGET AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $602.73 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  126 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $00.00 

Fiscal YTD (7/1/19–3/31/20) collection total  $631,852 

Fiscal YTD (7/1/19-3/31/20) budget  $677,875 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR  JULY 4 – JULY 5, 2020 

mailto:jdschrempf@verizon.net
http://usccb.org/Issues
http://usccb.org/Issues
http://jfi.org/ActionCenter
http://jfi.org/ActionCenter


Mass Intentions 
For the Week of July 13, 2020 - July 17, 2020 

MASSES WILL BE STARTING UP 

AGAIN THE WEEKEND OF JULY 25 

AND 26 AT SAT. 5PM AND SUN, 

10AM.  IN THE MEANTIME, PLEASE 

CONTINUE TO PRAY AT HOME.                                            

Sunday           Is 55:10-11 / Rom 8:18-23 / Mt 13:1-23 

Monday          Is 1:10-17  / Mt 10:34-11:1 

Tuesday         Is 7:1-9 / Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday    Is 10:5-7, 13b-16 / Mt 11: 25-27 

Thursday        Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19  / Mt 11:28-30 

Friday              Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8 / Mt 12:1-8 
 

Saturday         Mi 2:1-5 / Mt 12: 14-21 
                           
Sunday           Wis 12:13, 16-19 / Rom 8:26-27 / Mt 13:24-43 

                            

Scripture Readings: Week of July 12, 2020 PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULES 

Westmere  
Christ the King Church: 456-1644, Sat: 4 pm / Sun: 8 &10 am,12 pm 

Altamont  
St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church: 861-8770, Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

Voorheesville 
St. Matthew’s Church: 765-2805, Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 8:30 & 10:30 am 

Meet Our Advertising Support Coordinator ~ Hello 
parishioners of St.Thomas, my name is Victoria Russo. I 
sell ads for your bulletin at St. Thomas. I work on this 
throughout the year so if you or someone you know 
would like to advertise, please give a call at 528-527-
3017. Let’s keep the bulletin strong for the church. Stay 
well and thank you.  


