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ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Ernie Casile, Interim School Principal 
ecasile@stthomas-school.org 
Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
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35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: (518) 439-4951 • Fax: (518) 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: Open by appointment only 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 10:00  a.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 
No Weekday Masses 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
No Eucharistic Adoration in July and August 

RECONCILIATION 
  by appt. only 
BAPTISM 

 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 
month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 

parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact Paul Edmundson in the Parish Office for information. 
MATRIMONY  

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Celebrated on the first Monday of the month after the 12:15 p.m. Mass or by 

request.  
CARE OF THE SICK 

 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 
hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who would 

like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 
NEW PARISHIONER 

 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 
appointment . 

 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 
 

 
Download Our Parish App at Myparishapp.com! 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
                                                                                                         

To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ our 
Lord in a community of faith, to respond to the Spirit by recog-
nizing the gifts of each individual and by encouraging their use 
in Christian service to others and to spread the Word to others 
by the witness of our lives in order to encourage growth in our 

relationships with God and with one another. 

NOVEMBER 7 – NOVEMBER 8, 2020 



Pastor’s Corner  

   (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

Pastoral Care  

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Status of Search for Our New Pastor ~  We look 
forward to announcing the name and start date of our new 
pastor in the coming weeks. Until further notice, Father 
Berberian, who retires on October 31, has graciously of-
fered to continue to preside at weekend Masses and sup-
port the parish staff with operations. Thank you, Father! 

                          

Attending Mass ~ If you plan to at-

tend, please be sure to review the let-

ter which Father Berberian sent to all 

parishioners.  It is also posted on our 

website,  www.stthomas-church.org. This letter gives the 

specifics as to what you will need to do to attend. Please 

remember to wear a mask (must  cover both nose and 

mouth), bring your hand sanitizer. and remember to be 

here 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass. For those of 

you not yet able to attend, the dispensation from attend-

ing Mass continues, so you may always watch Masses 

"livestreamed" by going to the Diocesan web-

site:  www.rcda.org.   

Volunteers for Mass Needed ~ We 
still need volunteers for Mass to serve as 

Greeters, Ushers and Cleaners. To con-
tinue to offer two Masses, we need 
more people to help out, if they are 

able, to ensure the same people are not asked to serve 
too frequently.  

 
We also need additional Lec-
tors and Eucharistic Minis-
ters for each Mass  
 
 

If you think you would now be comfortable serving, please 
contact Pat Holm in the  parish office. Thank you.  

 
Parish Office ~ The office 
continues to be open by ap-
pointment only. Please contact 
any of us directly via email (see 
front page of the bulletin), by 
phone, 518-439-4951 or general 

email, office@stthomas-church.org. Requests for Mass 
cards and sacramental records (i.e. baptism, marriage, 
etc.) can all be filled out online, or by calling the office.  
 

Staying Connected During These Difficult 

Times ~ Follow us throughout the week on our 

website, www-stthomas-church.org, Facebook, 

www.facebook.com/stthomaddelmar or My Parish 

App, Myparishapp.com. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

“Be at Peace. Do not fear the changes of life -- Rather 
look to them with full hope as they arise. God, whose 
very own you are, Will deliver you from out of them. 
He has kept you hitherto, and He will lead you safely 
through all things; and when you cannot stand it, 
God will bury you in His arms. Do not be afraid of 
what may happen tomorrow; the same everlasting 
Father who cares for you today will take care of you 
then and every day. He will either shield you from suf-
fering, or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it. 
Be at Peace-- And put aside all anxious thoughts and 
imaginations.”--St. Francis de Sales 
 
THANK YOU ~ to the Saints among us in the parish: 
FF and YM, under the direction of Mary Ann Hospodar, 
lovingly created Halloween treat bags and crafted items 
for seniors and homebound in our parish. I have had the 
pleasure of delivering these items all week and the recipi-
ents are delighted! 
 
Representatives of Tri-Village Little League (Tony 
Healey, Seamus Healey, Lous Faiola, Nicholas Faiola, 
and Melissa Faiola) donated meals from their fundraiser 
this last week for some folks in our parish who could use 
a pick-me-up! They even delivered the meals themselves. 
Each was greatly touched by the gesture and so very ap-
preciative of the kindness. 
 
All Soul’s Day - We are working on having a prayer ser-
vice to commemorate All Soul’s Day sometime during the 
month of November, and have it streamed online. The 
date will be forthcoming. Parishioners who have died 
within this last year will be particularly recognized. We will 
keep you posted as plans develop. 

Prayer & Worship 

Prayer Chain ~ Members respond to urgent prayer 
intentions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Seward 
at: 518-439-7845 for your intention to be added.  

Private Prayer ~ If you are planning on 
visiting the church, you will notice that we 
have closed off the church during the 
week. The chapel continues to be availa-
ble for private prayer. On weekdays, the 

chapel is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The chapel is open 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays and 1-5 p.m. on Sun-
days.  Please remember to wear a mask and maintain 
social distancing.                               

http://www.stthomas-church.org/
http://www.rcda.org/
mailto:office@stthomas-church.org


Weekend Masses are continuing this weekend     

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

              (Contact: Rose Ann Garry or  Bridget Zigrosser) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
              (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Elementary Faith Formation Materials ~ All fami-

lies should have stopped by to pick up Unit 2 of their 

Pflaum materials by now, covering November 15-

January 10. If you have not yet had the chance to get 

your packet, please contact the office to make arrange-

ments to get your next set of materials. 

This week, Nov. 10-12, we are hosting our 
Third Week  of  Virtual MS and HS Faith For-
mation Classes! Please check this week’s 
assignments found on our Parish Website 
under Faith Formation Middle School and 

High School Tab.  Thanks for sharing your FAITH! 

 
Food Drive on Tuesday Nov. 10, 3-4 
p.m. in church parking lot is for  Vet-
erans Miracle Center: Microwave 
Complete Meals,  peanut butter, 
sauce, jelly, tuna, can soup, can veg-
etables,  tall trash bags, gallon zip 
lock bags, Windex and  toilet bowl 
cleaner. 
 

We THANK ALL  who are serving and have served 
our Nation! God Bless  you and your families! God 
Bless America!  

AWESOME TEAM 
WORK ST. THOMAS 
PARISH! TOGETH-
ER WE MADE A 
HUGE DIFFER-
ENCE! 
                                 

WE thank our Saints who donated to our last two 
Drives for St. John St. Ann’s Outreach Center and 
those who participated in our BE A SAINT DAY of 
SERVICE!  Together we created 38 amazing festive 
gift bags and did an AWESOME job with Fall clean 
up at the Church and School! We thank Paul Harri-

gan for prepping our areas, Creation Care Team:  
Barbara Leonard, Lynn Barry for working with us 
and for donating reusable bags, Jeanne Schrempf 
for bulbs, and our amazing  FF work crew: 
Strokes, Swaider, Lawyer, Sagendorph, Sitzer, Wit-
ting, and Snye families. Along with Brady Sears, 
James Gerderman, Brennan St. James and Violet 
Piccinni!  

“I can do things you cannot, you can do things I 
cannot, TOGETHER we can do GREAT THINGS! “   
St. Mother Teresa.    Bless you for making GREAT 
THINGS HAPPEN!  
 

National Vocation  Awareness Week!   Blessings 
to all who are committed to the Single, Married,  
Religious and Priesthood!  Check out Deacon Dan 
McHale’s  Vocation Video  at                                  
https://youtu.be/gRUvxG-_xGU  

School News  

Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org  or on Face-
book at St. Thomas the Apostle School - Delmar. 

Best wishes to Mr. Kane! ~ After over twenty years 
serving as principal, October 30 marked Thomas Kane's 
final day in that role. As part of the St. Thomas Commu-
nity, you know that "Tom Kane" has become synony-
mous with "St. Thomas the Apostle School". He will be 
missed beyond measure. Mr. Kane, we wish you all the 
best. And of course, always remember that God loves 
you and we love you too. We welcome Mr. Ernie Casile 
who will serve as interim principal for the remainder 
of the school year. 

                                                                                
Congratulations to Liam Grogan who recently cele-

brated his First Communion!  May the Sacred Host that 
you received at your First Holy Eucharist be a source of 
inspiration each day of your life. 

Do you enjoy working with children? We are current-
ly seeking applicants to fill the roles of Substitute 
Teachers. If you are interested, please email your re-
sume and cover letter to office@stthomas-school.org. 
  

Meal Ministry ~ If you know of someone who is going 
through a significant life event (birth, death, illness, hos-
pitalization) and could benefit from our Gift Card Meal 
Ministry Program, please let Maura know. This is not a 
financial need-based program. We hope that providing a 
restaurant gift card or two for these folks can at least 
help alleviate the burden of shopping and cooking a meal 
for a time. 
 
Cards! Thanksgiving Cards would be greatly appre-
ciated! ~ If you or your children/grandchildren are look-
ing for a nice activity, we would love to have some hand-
made cards with happy messages to send on to our fel-
low parishioners who are isolated. Send them, or drop 
them at the Gathering Hall to Maura’s attention. Let’s 
continue to stay connected! 

https://youtu.be/gRUvxG-_xGU
http://www.stthomas-school.org/


 Two Masses are scheduled - Sat. 5PM and Sun. 10AM 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 
one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:   

Lead Consulting And Coaching 
Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   

Be sure to patronize their business! 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY  
COLLECTION ** 

$9,229.00 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$1,475.35 
 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $10,704.35 

WEEKLY BUDGET AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $535.22 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  156 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $110.00 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR OCTOBER  31–November 1, 2020 

Administration 

        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

               (Contact:  Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

Catholic Charities Collection This Weekend ~ 
Catholic Charities is holding a special collection in parish-
es this weekend. With your help we can feed families in 
need, prevent eviction, support homebound seniors, 
counsel those in crisis, aid people with disabilities and 
provide safety to abuse survivors. All donations will stay 
within the Diocese to help neighbors close to home. For 
more information (or to make an online donation) visit: 
ccrcda.org  Creation Care Team 

“Caring for ecosystems demands farsightedness” . . . 
(Pope Francis, Laudato Si’, On Care For Our Common 
Home)                                                                                                                                    
Caring for the ecosystem which is our backyard garden 
does take a little foresight to ensure that the soil is ready 
for planting next Spring.   Garden experts recommend 
that we remove the dying plants to eliminate any pests or 
diseases they might harbor, and prune back the perenni-
als.  Time also to enrich the soil with the compost you 
may have been making. Those autumn leaves which are 
littering your lawn can serve a dual purpose as a free 
mulch that warms your soil and a natural fertilizer that 
breaks down to enrich the earth.  Six inches or more of 
any leaves except black walnut are recommended for 
your garden’s winter “mulch blanket”.  Using leaves as 
mulch and compost is an easy, cost-effective recycling of 
Creation.  God’s Creation gives us the tools to protect 
and nourish it, to ensure its continuing productivity.  We 
have but to act with care.                                                                                                 
Remember to watch the free documentary: “Need To 
Grow” at  https://grow.foodrevolution.org/  and join Crea-
tion Care Team 7 p.m., Nov. 17 for a zoom discussion of 
its content. To register for the zoom conversation, email 
Barb Leonard at Glengang17@verizon.net. 

From Maryknoll ~ Ask Congress to support the biparti-
san Protecting Human Rights During Pandemic Act 
at https://bit.ly/HRpandemicAA and to provide life-saving 
foreign assistance for COVID-19 at https://bit.ly/
CongressFACovid 
 
From Catholic Charities, USA ~ Millions of families are 
still struggling during COVID-19, Congress needs to hear 
from us at catholiccharitiesusa.org/actioncenter 
 
On the Federal side ~ The Supreme Court will hear oral 
arguments November 10 in the case concerning a lawsuit 
that seeks to strike down the Affordable Care Act (ACA). 
The justices will review a federal appeals court decision 
(California vs. Texas) that the repeal of the individual tax 
mandate invalidated the law in its entirety. 

Public Policy Update 8th Grade BBQ Chicken Pick-Up 
Dinner Fundraiser – November 
14! Help our 8th graders get to 
DC!  
 
                                                         

Dinners will include a half chicken, baked potato, coleslaw 
and a dinner roll. Dinners are $13 each and can be picked 
up between 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. on November 14 in the 
school parking lot. It is preorder and pick-up only. You 
stay in the car and we will bring you your dinners!! To or-
der, please email Mrs. Heilsberg at theilsberg@stthomas-
school.org with your order. Payment by cash or check 
may be dropped off at school (call the office at 518-439-
5573 first) or mailed to St. Thomas the Apostle School, 
Attention: Theresa Heilsberg, 42 Adams Place, Delmar, 
NY 12054. You can also find your favorite member of the 
class of 2021 and buy from them!  
 
Are you looking for a school with limited class sizes 
which allow for safe in-person instruction every day? 
Whether your child is a four-year-old entering school 
for the first time, an eighth grader eager to prepare for 
high school or anything in between, it’s never too ear-
ly nor too late to start them on the path that is right 
for them. If you’d like to know more about what a Catholic 
school education could mean for your child, please con-
tact Jennifer Murphy at 518-439-5573 
or  jmurphy@stthomas-school.org . We currently have 
limited openings for in-person instruction in Pre-
school 4 – Grade 8. 

https://parishesonline.com/find/lead-consulting-coaching
mailto:myermarie@yahoo.com
https://grow.foodrevolution.org/
mailto:Glengang17@verizon.net
https://bit.ly/HRpandemicAA
https://bit.ly/CongressFACovid
https://bit.ly/CongressFACovid
http://catholiccharitiesusa.org/actioncenter
mailto:theilsberg@stthomas-school.org
mailto:theilsberg@stthomas-school.org
mailto:jmurphy@stthomas-school.org


Weekday Mass Intentions 
For the Week of November 9-November 13, 2020  

THERE ARE NO WEEKDAY 

MASSES CURRENTLY 

SCHEDULED.   

IN THE MEANTIME, PLEASE CONTINUE TO 

PRAY AT HOME OR IN THE CHAPEL.                                            

All weekday Mass intentions will be honored when 

Father Berberian celebrates daily Mass privately. 

  

 
  For the People 

 

Sat.            5:00 pm   Noreen Rightmyer 

                                           Scripture Group 

 

          Catherine Brady Rahm 
Her son, Ralph Rahm 

 

           
Sun.            10:00 am  Georgianna Brognano, 4th Anniv. 

Jim and Lisa 
 

                       Grace M. Ricchiuti 

  Robert and Patricia Ricchiuti 
           
          Margaret “Peg” Joyce 

Chambers of Judge Sherri Brooks-Morton 

Scripture Readings: Week of November 8`, 2020 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULES 

Westmere  
Christ the King Church: 456-1644, Sat: 4 pm / Sun:8:30, 10:30 am 

Altamont  
St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church: 861-8770, Sun: 9:30 am 

Voorheesville 
St. Matthew’s Church: 765-2805, Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

 

Next Weekend, November 14 - November 15, 2020 

Sunday          Wis 6:12-16 / 1 Thes 4: 13-18 / Mt 25:1-13 

Monday          Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12 / 1 Thes 4:13-18 / Jn 2:13-22 

Tuesday         Ti 2:1-8, 11-14 / Lk 17:7-10 

Wednesday    Ti 3:1-7 / Lk 17:11-19 

Thursday        Phlm 7– 20  /  Lk 17:20-25 

Friday             2 Jn 4-9 / Lk 17:26-37 

Saturday         3 Jn 5-8 / Lk 18:1-8 

Sunday            Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 / 1 Thes 5:1-6 / 

 Mt 25:14-30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


