
PARISH STAFF 
Rev. David V. Berberian J.C.L., Pastor 

dberberian@stthomas-church.org 

Rev. Richard Leskovar, Weekend Assistant 

Rev. James D. Daley, Pastor Emeritus  

Patricia Holm, Pastoral Associate, Administration 

pholm@stthomas-church.org 

Barbara Ruggirello, Bookkeeper 

Paul Edmundson, Office Assistant 

pedmundson@stthomas-church.org 

Peter Bukowski, Facilities Manager 

pbukowski@stthomas-church.org 

Maura Barrett, LMSW, Pastoral Care Associate 

mbarrett@stthomas-church.org 

Avery Tunningley, Parish Music Director 

tunnac@aol.com 

Nelly Brown Bunk, Choir Director 

nellybrownbunk@gmail.com 

Konstantin Tsykun, Contemporary Music Director 
 

FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00  a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closed Friday. 

Patti Staerker, Coordinator, Elementary School Program 

pstaerker@stthomas-church.org 

Rose Ann Garry, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

ragarry@stthomas-church.org 

Bridget Zigrosser, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

bzigrosser@stthomas-church.org 

Mary Ann Hospodar, Coordinator, Youth Ministry Program 

mhospodar@stthomas-church.org 

Colleen Harrigan, Secretary 

charrigan@stthomas-church.org 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 

 
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Ernie Casile, Interim School Principal 
ecasile@stthomas-school.org 
Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 

35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: (518) 439-4951 • Fax: (518) 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: Open by appointment only 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 10:00  a.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 
No Weekday Masses 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
No Eucharistic Adoration in July and August 

RECONCILIATION 
  by appt. only 
BAPTISM 

 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 
month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 

parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact Paul Edmundson in the Parish Office for information. 
MATRIMONY 

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Celebrated on the first Monday of the month after the 12:15 p.m. Mass or by 

request.  
CARE OF THE SICK 

 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 
hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who would 

like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 
NEW PARISHIONER 

 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 
appointment . 

 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 
 

 
Download Our Parish App at Myparishapp.com! 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
                                                                                                         

To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ our 
Lord in a community of faith, to respond to the Spirit by recog-
nizing the gifts of each individual and by encouraging their use 
in Christian service to others and to spread the Word to others 
by the witness of our lives in order to encourage growth in our 

relationships with God and with one another. 

NOVEMBER 28 – NOVEMBER 29, 2020 



Pastor’s Corner  

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Status of Search for Our New Pastor ~  We look 
forward to announcing the name and start date of our new 
pastor in soon. Until further notice, Father Berberian, who 
retired on October 31, has graciously offered to continue 
to preside at weekend Masses and support the parish 
staff with operations. Thank you, Father! 

                          

Attending Mass ~ If you plan to at-

tend, please be sure to review the let-

ter which Father Berberian sent to all 

parishioners.  It is also posted on our 

website,  www.stthomas-church.org. This letter gives the 

specifics as to what you will need to do to attend. Please 

remember to wear a mask (must  cover both nose and 

mouth), bring your hand sanitizer. and remember to be 

here 30 minutes prior to the start of Mass. For those of 

you not yet able to attend, the dispensation from attending 

Mass continues, so you may always watch Masses 

"livestreamed" by going to the Diocesan web-

site:  www.rcda.org.   

Volunteers for Mass Needed ~ We 
still need volunteers for Mass to serve as 

Greeters, Ushers and Cleaners. To con-
tinue to offer two Masses, we need 
more people to help out, if they are 

able, to ensure the same people are not asked to serve 
too frequently.  

 

We also need additional Lec-
tors and Eucharistic Ministers 
for each Mass If you think you 
would now be comfortable serving, 
please contact Pat Holm in the  

parish office. Thank you.  
 

Parish Office ~ The office con-
tinues to be open by appoint-
ment only. Please contact any of 
us directly via email (see front 
page of the bulletin), by phone, 
518-439-4951 or general email, 

office@stthomas-church.org. Requests for Mass cards 
and sacramental records (i.e. baptism, marriage, etc.) can 
all be filled out online, or by calling the office.  

 

Private Prayer ~ If you are planning on 
visiting the church, you will notice that we 
have closed off the church during the 
week. The chapel continues to be availa-
ble for private prayer. On weekdays, the 
chapel is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The 

chapel is open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays and 1-5 p.m. 
on Sundays.  Please remember to wear a mask and 
maintain social distancing.                               
 

AT HOME WITH THE WORD ~ The new liturgical year 
begins this weekend on the First Sunday of Advent. The 
At Home with the Word books, which contain the Sunday 
readings for the new year, are available in the Gathering 
Hall. The donation for the books is $5.00.  

Diocesan Appeal ~ As you recall, this year 
the Bishop's Appeal was renamed 
the Diocesan Appeal, beginning July 1, 
2020, and running through the end of June 
2021.  This annual appeal supports the 
needs of the Diocese:  Catholic Charities, 

vocations, and provides the much needed and valued 
staff which supports parishes throughout the 14 counties 
of the Diocese, to name just a few.  Most of you have al-
ready received the direct mailing from the Diocese re-
questing and encouraging your support during this diffi-
cult financial time.  Within the next several weeks those 
who have not yet had an opportunity to contribute will 
receive another mailing for your thoughtful considera-
tion.  St. Thomas the Apostle parish has been assigned a 
goal for this year's appeal of $181,639.  As of this date, 
the Diocesan office has received $81,890, from outright 
gifts and pledges, four months "into" the appeal.  With a 
balance of close to $100,000 due, we ask you to prayer-
fully consider what you can do to meet the parish's obli-
gation.  Each year, through your support, we have met, 
and in some cases, exceeded our goal and we look for-
ward to doing that again this year.  
 
New parishioners, or those of you who may not have 
participated in the past and did not receive a mailing, 
are asked to go to the Diocesan  
website:  www.diocesanappeal.org.  You may also 
contact the parish office for an envelope, to use for 
an outright gift or pledge.  Please see the bulletin insert 
and our website for more detailed information regarding 
this year's appeal.   We are so grateful for your participa-
tion.  Thank you. 
 

Christmas Altar Flowers ~ As you may recall, some 
of you made contributions for Easter flowers last spring, 
but unfortunately we stopped Masses before we could 
order and enjoy them!  This Christmas we will remember 
in the bulletin all of you who made those contributions 
with the names of your loved ones.   We also will make 
altar flower donation envelopes available in the Gathering 
Hall for those of you who would like to donate for this 
year’s Christmas flowers. If you choose to make a dona-
tion in memory of a particular person, those memorials 
will also be listed in the bulletin at Christmas time. Please 
be sure your donations to be listed in the bulletin are 
received by Friday, December 11.  

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULES 
~ Due to the coronavirus pandem-
ic , St. Thomas the Apostle Church 
will have only TWO CHRISTMAS 
MASSES, Christmas Eve at 5 PM 
and Christmas Day at 10 AM. 
Please pray for a quick end to the 
community spread of the virus. God 
Bless our Parishioners.  

Parish Giving Tree ~ We continue our 
long-standing tradition of The Parish Giv-
ing Tree supporting local charities. Unfor-
tunately due to Covid-19 we cannot cele-
brate in the same manner. In order to 
minimize contact we are requesting only 
gift cards this year. We scaled back on 
the number of requests and agencies. We 

http://www.stthomas-church.org/
http://www.rcda.org/
mailto:office@stthomas-church.org
http://www.diocesanappeal.org/


Weekend Masses are continuing this weekend     

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

              (Contact: Rose Ann Garry or  Bridget Zigrosser) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
              (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

Pastoral Care  

            (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

"When you sit down to eat, pray. When you eat 
bread, do so thanking Him for being so generous to 
you. If you drink wine, be mindful of Him who has 
given it to you for your pleasure and as a relief in 
sickness. When you dress, thank Him for His kind-
ness in providing you with clothes. When you look 
at the sky and the beauty of the stars, throw your-
self at God’s feet and adore Him who in His wisdom 
has arranged things in this way. Similarly, when the 
sun goes down and when it rises, when you are 
asleep or awake, give thanks to God, who created 
and arranged all things for your benefit, to have you 
know, love and praise their Creator." 
— St. Basil the Great 
 

Service of Remembrance ~ We have decided that 
our Service of Remembrance will be postponed until 
the new year. Parishioners who have died within the 
last year will be particularly remembered. We feel it is 
especially important this year to make this an accessi-
ble service for all, and are in the process of procuring a 
camera and setting up streaming services. The num-
bers may be too great to accommodate an in-person 
service in the church under the present circumstances, 
therefore, we expect it to be something that is streamed 
online. The exact date will be forthcoming. We will keep 
you posted as plans develop. 

This week Dec. 1-3 is our Fifth and final 
week of   Virtual Classes this semes-
ter.  Please check out our Middle School/
High School Webpage to learn about Ad-
vent Opportunities and this week’s class 
assignments.  

 

 “Night of Service at HOME” ~   
Completed Projects are due in the 
Gathering Hall this week, Nov.30-
Dec. 4. We thank all of our “Santa 
Helpers”   for sharing their time and 
talents by creating some Christmas 
Magic!  .   

Happy New Year!!! ~ Wishing all of you a very Happy 
Advent as we begin a new Liturgical year (Year B) in our 
church and prepare ourselves for the joy of Christmas. 
 

Grade 2 Reconciliation ~ 2nd graders are continu-
ing their study of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and 
families are asked to complete through chapter 3 in their 
reconciliation books by the end of December. 

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Meal Ministry ~ If you know of someone who is going 
through a significant life event (birth, death, illness, hos-
pitalization) and could benefit from our Gift Card Meal 
Ministry Program, please let Maura know. This is not a 
financial need-based program. We hope that providing a 
restaurant gift card or two for these folks can at least 
help alleviate the burden of shopping and cooking a 
meal for a time. If you are interested in donating to 
this ministry, let Maura know. 
 

Cards for the Holidays! - From children and 
adults alike ~ In an effort to stay connected, especially 
with our homebound and institutionalized parishioners, 
please consider making or sending wishes on a Christ-
mas card that Maura will deliver to folks in our communi-
ty for Christmas. The last day to receive the cards is 
Sunday 12/13 as they will be organized and distributed 
that week. Many of our older parishioners are more iso-
lated than ever this year, and it helps to know that we 
are all in this together and are thinking of one another. 
Please sign the cards from “A friend at St. Thomas Par-
ish.” Any questions, please contact Maura @ mbar-
rett@stthomas-church.org or leave a message at the 
office 518-439-4952 ext. 104 Prayer & Worship 

Prayer Chain ~ Members respond to urgent prayer 
intentions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Sew-
ard at: 518-439-7845 for your intention to be added.  

will support requests from: Albany Catholic Workers, 
Catholic Charities Housing, Mercy House, Lwanga 
House, Mary's Corner and Reilly House for Walmart 
or Target gift cards, Bethlehem Seniors for VISA, 
Walmart or grocery store gift cards, and Capital City 
Rescue Mission for $10 (only) Target or Walmart gift 
cards. These gift cards will then be used by agencies to 
provide food, clothing, strollers, formula, children's toys 
and clothing for their most needy clients.  Please return 
the gift card on or before Mass on Sunday, December 
6. The Advent season is a time for preparation for the 
coming of the Christ Child and is a perfect time to per-
form works of charity. All these charities are grateful for 
whatever assistance we can provide.  As in the past, 
no gift card should cost more than $30 (please include 
activation completed slip). Gift cards could be left in the 
basket the Gathering Hall or mailed to the parish office 
such that they are received  on or before Mass on 
Sunday, December 6. All gift cards will be delivered to 
the agencies that afternoon.                                    
Thank you for your generosity! 

mailto:mbarrett@stthomas-church.org
mailto:mbarrett@stthomas-church.org


 Two Masses are scheduled - Sat. 5PM and Sun. 10AM 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY  
COLLECTION ** 

$7,592.00 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$2,295.35 
 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $9,887.35 

WEEKLY BUDGET AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $494.37 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  160 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $108.00 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR NOVEMBER 14-15 2020 

Administration 

        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

Grocery Gift Cards for St. John’s/St. Ann’s Out-
reach Center are being requested for assistance in 

providing holiday baskets to the poor of Albany’s South End. 
You can help by donating Price Chopper, Hannaford or 
Shop Rite gift cards that will be used to purchase food items 
for the baskets. Please place them (labeled “St. John’s/St. 
Ann’s”) in the collection basket, mail them to the parish of-
fice or put them in the basket on top of the piano in the 
Gathering Hall. Thank you! 

Christian Service 

 Advent: New Year, New Beginning 
 Advent is here and with it the beginning of a new 

liturgical year.  It may not be typical to set personal 
goals now, but this is not a typical year.  

 In Laudato Si’ Pope Francis calls us to Care For 
Our Common Home.  What better goal in this year 
of pandemic, social unrest and political division, than 
commitment to protecting the gift of Creation: its 
people, flora, fauna, the environment.  How better to 
thank God for our universe, to welcome His Son to 
earth, than embrace new habits that demonstrate 
our gratitude for Creation.   

 As we step into Advent this Sunday, consider 

adding a prayer for peace and justice to your daily 
routine,  start composting either in your own back-
yard or through a local company that will collect your 
food scraps, grow your own herbs, turnoff the light 
when you leave a room, go vegan, at least once a 
week; buy re-useable stainless steel straws. Set a 
Creation Care goal: for life, for the love of God.   

School News  

Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org  or on Face-
book at St. Thomas the Apostle School - Delmar. 

Giving Tuesday is December 1! 
 
For more than 60 years, our 
dedicated faculty has educated 
hundreds of students to recog-
nize and appreciate the value 
and dignity of every person. 
Students learn to recognize 
their own gifts - intellectual, ath-

letic, artistic - and how to use those gifts to benefit oth-
ers. These lessons are intertwined with an academic pro-
gram that is second to none. Our graduates succeed as 
informed, responsible, engaged citizens who care.  
Our Annual Campaign gets underway as we welcome 
our third generation of students. Your donation will help 
us ensure that St. Thomas the Apostle School will contin-
ue to prepare young people to enter a world where their 
kindness and empathy are needed more than ever. Last 
year, this campaign raised over $27,000. Our goal this 
year is $35,000. 
The Continuing the Vision Campaign is the most im-
portant source of unrestricted funds available to St. 
Thomas the Apostle School. It is the foundation of 
St. Thomas’s advancement program. 
St. Thomas students are having a positive in-person 
school experience five days a week. Please consider a 
contribution that supports the extraordinary effort and 
spirit of our fine teachers and students at the best school 
for the world today. 
Donations may be made online at stthomas-school.org/
giving/annual/ or mailed to St. Thomas the Apostle 
School, Attn: Continuing the Vision, 42 Adams Place, 
Delmar, NY 12054. 
 

Our 8th graders thank you! 
 
Thank you so very, very much to everyone who support-
ed our eighth grade chicken bbq fundraiser!!  We were 
able to raise an astounding $4,034.55 due to your gener-
osity!!   We are forever grateful, and look forward to us-
ing this money on our trip to Washington, DC in May 
2021.   

Creation Care Team 

               (Contact:  Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

HOLIDAY Food Drive is 
Tuesday Dec. 1 from 3-4 
p.m. in the Church Parking 
Lot.  We will be collecting 
Gift Cards for our Parish’s 
Giving Tree. Please check 
our Facebook Page for cards 
that are most in need.  Also 

collecting bags of Christmas Candy for our Gifts of 
Warmth Bags (large chocolate bar, bag of hard candy…) 

http://www.stthomas-school.org/
mailto:myermarie@yahoo.com


Weekday Mass Intentions 
For the Week of November 30-December 4, 2020  

THERE ARE NO WEEKDAY 

MASSES CURRENTLY 

SCHEDULED.   

IN THE MEANTIME, PLEASE CONTINUE TO 

PRAY AT HOME OR IN THE CHAPEL.                                            

All weekday Mass intentions will be honored when 

Father Berberian celebrates daily Mass privately. 

  

 
                   For the People 

 

Sat.            5:00 pm   Alphonse DeLucia, 30th Anniv. 

                                            Family 

 

         Arlene Guarino 
Barbara and Thomas Finnigan 

 
         Mickey Kavanagh 

Marcia and Richard Bassotti 
 
Sun.            10:00 am  Giovannina Ricchiuti 

Robert and Patricia Ricchiuti 
 

                       Lawrence E. Ryan 

  Ryan Family 
           
           

Scripture Readings: Week of November 29, 2020 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULES 

Westmere  
Christ the King Church: 456-1644, Sat: 4 pm / Sun:8:30, 10:30 am 

Altamont  
St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church: 861-8770, Sun: 9:30 am 

Voorheesville 
St. Matthew’s Church: 765-2805, Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

 

Next Weekend, December 5 - December 6, 2020 

Sunday          Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7 / 1 Cor 1:3-9 /  

                       Mk 13:33-37 

Monday          Rom 10:9-18 / Mt 4:18-22 

Tuesday        Is 11:1-10 / Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday   Is 25:6-10a / Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday       Is 26:1-6  /  Mt 7:21,24-27 

Friday             Is 29:17-24 / Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday        Is 30:19-21, 23-26 / Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Sunday           Is 40:1-5, 9-11 / 2 Pt 3:8-14 / Mk 1:1-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


