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Rev. David V. Berberian J.C.L., Pastor 

dberberian@stthomas-church.org 

Rev. Richard Leskovar, Weekend Assistant 

Rev. James D. Daley, Pastor Emeritus  
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Nelly Brown Bunk, Choir Director 

nellybrownbunk@gmail.com 
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FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00  a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closed Friday. 

Patti Staerker, Coordinator, Elementary School Program 

pstaerker@stthomas-church.org 

Rose Ann Garry, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

ragarry@stthomas-church.org 

Bridget Zigrosser, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

bzigrosser@stthomas-church.org 
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mhospodar@stthomas-church.org 

Colleen Harrigan, Secretary 

charrigan@stthomas-church.org 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 

 
ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Ernie Casile, Interim School Principal 
ecasile@stthomas-school.org 
Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 

35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: (518) 439-4951 • Fax: (518) 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: Open by appointment only 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 10:00  a.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 
No Weekday Masses 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
No Eucharistic Adoration in July and August 

RECONCILIATION 
  by appt. only 
BAPTISM 

 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 
month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 

parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact Paul Edmundson in the Parish Office for information. 
MATRIMONY 

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
Celebrated on the first Monday of the month after the 12:15 p.m. Mass or by 

request.  
CARE OF THE SICK 

 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 
hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who would 

like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 
NEW PARISHIONER 

 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 
appointment . 

 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 
 

 
Download Our Parish App at Myparishapp.com! 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
                                                                                                         

To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ our 
Lord in a community of faith, to respond to the Spirit by recog-
nizing the gifts of each individual and by encouraging their use 
in Christian service to others and to spread the Word to others 
by the witness of our lives in order to encourage growth in our 

relationships with God and with one another. 

DECEMBER 5 – DECEMBER 6, 2020 



Pastor’s Corner  

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Status of Search for Our New Pastor ~  We look for-
ward to announcing the name and start date of our new pas-
tor in soon. Until further notice, Father Berberian, who retired 
on October 31, has graciously offered to continue to preside 
at weekend Masses and support the parish staff with opera-
tions. Thank you, Father! 
                          

Attending Mass ~ If you plan to attend, please be sure to 

review the letter which Father Berberian sent to all parishion-

ers.  It is also posted on our website,  www.stthomas-

church.org. This letter gives the specifics as to what you will 

need to do to attend. Please remember to wear a mask 

(must  cover both nose and mouth), bring your hand sanitiz-

er. and remember to be here 30 minutes prior to the start of 

Mass. For those of you not yet able to attend, 

the dispensation from attending Mass continues, so you may 

always watch Masses "livestreamed" by going to the Dioce-

san website:  www.rcda.org.   

Volunteers for Mass Needed ~ We still need volunteers 
for Mass to serve as Greeters, Ushers and Cleaners. To 
continue to offer two Masses, we need more people to 
help out, if they are able, to ensure the same people are not 
asked to serve too frequently.  
 
We also need additional Lectors and Eucharistic Minis-
ters for each Mass If you think you would now be comforta-
ble serving, please contact Pat Holm in the  parish office. 
Thank you.  
 

Parish Office ~ The office continues to be open by ap-
pointment only. Please contact any of us directly via email 
(see front page of the bulletin), by phone, 518-439-4951 
or general email, office@stthomas-church.org. Requests for 
Mass cards and sacramental records (i.e. baptism, marriage, 
etc.) can all be filled out online, or by calling the office.  
 

Private Prayer ~ If you are planning on visiting the church, 
you will notice that we have closed off the church during the 
week. The chapel continues to be available for private pray-
er. On weekdays, the chapel is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The chapel is open 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturdays and 1-5 
p.m. on Sundays.  Please remember to wear a mask and 
maintain social distancing.                               

 
AT HOME WITH THE WORD ~ The new liturgical year 
began last weekend on the First Sunday of Advent. The At 
Home with the Word books, which contain the Sunday read-
ings for the new year, are available in the Gathering Hall. The 
donation for the books is $5.00.  
 

Christmas Altar Flowers ~ As you may recall, some 
of you made contributions for Easter flowers last spring, 
but unfortunately we stopped Masses before we could 
order and enjoy them!  This Christmas we will remember 
in the bulletin all of you who made those contributions with 
the names of your loved ones.   We also will make altar 
flower donation envelopes available in the Gathering Hall 
for those of you who would like to donate for this year’s 
Christmas flowers. If you choose to make a donation in 
memory of a particular person, those memorials will also 
be listed in the bulletin at Christmas time. Please be sure 
your donations to be listed in the bulletin are received 
by Friday, December 11.  

Diocesan Appeal ~ As you recall, this year 
the Bishop's Appeal was renamed 
the Diocesan Appeal, beginning July 1, 
2020, and running through the end of June 
2021.  This annual appeal supports the 
needs of the Diocese:  Catholic Charities, 

vocations, and provides the much needed and valued 
staff which supports parishes throughout the 14 counties 
of the Diocese, to name just a few.  Most of you have al-
ready received the direct mailing from the Diocese re-
questing and encouraging your support during this diffi-
cult financial time.  Within the next several weeks those 
who have not yet had an opportunity to contribute will 
receive another mailing for your thoughtful considera-
tion.  St. Thomas the Apostle parish has been assigned a 
goal for this year's appeal of $181,639.  As of this date, 
the Diocesan office has received $81,890, from outright 
gifts and pledges, four months "into" the appeal.  With a 
balance of close to $100,000 due, we ask you to prayer-
fully consider what you can do to meet the parish's obli-
gation.  Each year, through your support, we have met, 
and in some cases, exceeded our goal and we look for-
ward to doing that again this year.  
New parishioners, or those of you who may not have 
participated in the past and did not receive a mailing, 
are asked to go to the Diocesan  
website:  www.diocesanappeal.org.  You may also 
contact the parish office for an envelope, to use for 
an outright gift or pledge.  Please see the bulletin insert 
and our website for more detailed information regarding 
this year's appeal.   We are so grateful for your participa-
tion.  Thank you. 
 
CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULES ~ Due to the corona-
virus pandemic , St. Thomas the Apostle Church will have 
only TWO CHRISTMAS MASSES, Christmas Eve at 5 
PM and Christmas Day at 10 AM. Please pray for a quick 
end to the community spread of the virus. God Bless our 
Parishioners.  

FEAST of the IMMACULATE CONCEPTION ~ Due to 
the coronavirus pandemic, we will not be celebrating Mass 
on December 8, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception. 
The dispensation from attending Mass during the pandemic 
is in effect on this holy day. 
 

Parish Giving Tree ~ We continue our long-standing 

tradition of The Parish Giving Tree supporting local 

charities. Unfortunately due to Covid-19 we cannot cele-

brate in the same manner. In order to minimize contact 

we are requesting only gift cards this year. We scaled 

back on the number of requests and agencies. We will 

support requests from: Albany Catholic Workers, Cath-

olic Charities Housing, Mercy House, Lwanga House, 

Mary's Corner and Reilly House for Walmart or Target 

gift cards, Bethlehem Seniors for VISA, Walmart or gro-

cery store gift cards, and Capital City Rescue Mission 

for $10 (only) Target or Walmart gift cards. These gift 

cards will then be used by agencies to provide food, 

clothing, strollers, formula, children's toys and clothing for 

their most needy clients. Please return the gift cards on or 

before Mass on Sunday, December 6. The Advent sea-

son is a time for preparation for the coming of the Christ 

Child and is a perfect time to perform works of charity. All  

http://www.stthomas-church.org/
http://www.stthomas-church.org/
http://www.rcda.org/
mailto:office@stthomas-church.org
http://www.diocesanappeal.org/


Weekend Masses are continuing this weekend     

Grade 2 Reconciliation ~ 2nd graders are continu-
ing their study of the Sacrament of Reconciliation and fami-
lies are asked to complete through chapter 3 in their recon-
ciliation books by the end of December. 
 

Registration ~ While we continue to accept applications 
for this year's home-based regular weekly faith formation 
program for grades 1-5, please note that those registering 
after December 18 and seeking First Communion prepara-
tion (usually, 2nd grade) will be registered for regular week-
ly lessons only, and will be deferred to our 2021-22 Sacra-
mental preparation program for First Reconciliation and 
First Eucharist preparation. 

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

 elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

 A Prayer for the 2nd Sunday of Advent  

 

Father, let your hope arise in our hearts! Lift our eyes up 
to see that you alone are where our hope comes from. 
Help us to shake off the anxiety, discouragements, and 
distractions that have filled this year. May we pause to 
remember that we have hope in you. You know the end of 
our stories, and we give thanks because you have prom-
ised that it will be a victorious ending. Give us the grace 
we need to wrap up this year joyfully. We invite your Spirit 
into this beautiful Advent season. Renew our sense of 
holy anticipation! Let us be those who are waiting eagerly 
for Jesus to come again. More than anything, we ask that 
you be glorified in this season of expectation. Amen.  --
Amanda Idleman, The Crosswalk 

Meal Ministry ~ If you know of someone who is going 
through a significant life event (birth, death, illness, 
hospitalization) and could benefit from our Gift Card 
Meal Ministry Program, please let Maura know. This is 
not a financial need-based program. We hope that 
providing a restaurant gift card or two for these folks 
can at least help alleviate the burden of shopping and 
cooking a meal for a time. If you are interested in do-
nating to this ministry, let Maura know. 

Cards for the Holidays! ~ From children and adults 
alike ~ In an effort to stay connected, especially with our 
homebound and institutionalized parishioners, please con-
sider making or sending wishes on a Christmas card that 
Maura will deliver to folks in our community for Christmas. 
The last day to receive the cards is Sunday 12/13 as they 
will be organized and distributed that week. Many of our 
older parishioners are more isolated than ever this year, 
and it helps to know that we are all in this together and are 
thinking of one another. Please sign the cards from “A 
friend at St. Thomas Parish.” Any questions, please contact 
Maura at mbarrett@stthomas-church.org or leave a mes-
sage at the office 518-439-4952 ext. 104 

MIDDLE SCHOOL/HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

              (Contact: Rose Ann Garry or  Bridget Zigrosser) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
              (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

PEACE:  Happy Second Sunday of Advent! 
This week pray for the Grace to be filled with 
Jesus’ Light of Peace & Forgiveness!    To-
gether let us ready our hearts for the “ONE 
who is more powerful than, me.” Mark 1:7.”    
Check out our Faith Formation and Youth 

Ministry Webpages for Advent Opportunities! Virtual 
Classes resume Feb. 23, 2021. 
 

  “Night of Service at HOME”:  Check out our YM 
Webpage for pictures of our Night of Service at 
Home!    Thank you for sharing your time and tal-
ents to bring some Christmas Cheer to our Seniors 
and Neighbors!  “God Bless us everyone!”       

 

HOLIDAY Food Drive is Tuesday Dec. 8 
from 3-4 p.m. in the Church Parking Lot.  
We will be collecting: canned veggies 
and fruits, tuna, peanut butter, small 

bags of rice or a gift made out to the 
South End Children’s Café for our 
friends served at the South End          
Children’s Café!   

            (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

Pastoral Care  

Prayer & Worship 

Prayer Chain ~ Members respond to urgent prayer 
intentions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Sew-
ard at: 518-439-7845 for your intention to be added.  

these charities are grateful for whatever assistance we 
can provide.  As in the past, no gift card should cost 
more than $30 (please include activation completed 
slip). Gift cards could be left in the basket the Gathering 
Hall or mailed to the parish office such that they are re-
ceived  on or before Mass on Sunday, December 6. 
All gift cards will be delivered to the agencies that after-
noon.  Thank you for your generosity! 

mailto:mbarrett@stthomas-church.org


 Two Masses are scheduled - Sat. 5PM and Sun. 10AM 

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 
one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:   

Peggy’s Cleaning Service 
Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   

Be sure to patronize their business! 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY  
COLLECTION ** 

$7,165.00 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$4,160.35 
 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED  $11,325.35 

WEEKLY BUDGET AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $566.27 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  171 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $135.00 

HUMAN DEVELOPMENT COLLECTION $861.00 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR NOVEMBER 21-22 2020 

Administration 

        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

Grocery Gift Cards for St. John’s/St. Ann’s Out-
reach Center are being requested for assistance in 

providing holiday baskets to the poor of Albany’s South End. 
You can help by donating Price Chopper, Hannaford or 
Shop Rite gift cards that will be used to purchase food items 
for the baskets. Please place them (labeled “St. John’s/St. 
Ann’s”) in the collection basket, mail them to the parish of-
fice or put them in the basket on top of the piano in the 
Gathering Hall. Thank you! 

Christian Service 

School News  

Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org  or on Facebook 
at St. Thomas the Apostle School - Delmar. 

Did you know? There are THREE SIMPLE WAYS to make 
a difference at St. Thomas the Apostle School while you do 
your Christmas shopping, and none of them will cost you 
an extra cent! 
 
1. Purchase face value gift cards (no extra fees) 

through St. Thomas the Apostle School! Whether 
you use the cards as gifts or to purchase gifts, there's 
no easier way to help raise funds for the school and it 
doesn’t cost you an extra cent! Purchase your cards 
at face value and the school will receive a rebate for 
each card sold. Print out an order form on our school 
homepage at www.stthomas-school.org (under Quick 
Links) and drop off your order form with payment to the 
school office, Attn. Erica Fox. (Payments must be cash 
or check made out to St. Thomas the Apostle School). 
Orders received with payment by 10:00 a.m. on 
Monday, December 7 will be available for pick-up at 
the school office on Monday the 14. Many cards are 
also available as eGift Cards which can be emailed 
to you sooner. Visit https://
shop.shopwithscrip.com/Shop to see all of the 
cards available. For more information, contact Erica at 
518-439-5573 or efox@stthomas-school.org.  

2. Are you an Amazon shopper? If you shop on Ama-
zonSmile (go to https://smile.amazon.com and use the 
same login info you normally use for Amazon) and 
choose St. Thomas the Apostle School as your charity, 
our school will receive .5% of the purchase price of 
all eligible products!  

3. Combine the two! Order Amazon eGift Cards from 
us (just note that you want eGift Cards on your 
form), you’ll receive them via email, then do your 
Amazon Christmas shopping using AmazonSmile! 

 
Limited Current Openings in Preschool 3 – Grade 8 
Are you looking for a school with limited class siz-
es which allow for safe in-person instruction every day? 
Whether your child is a four-year-old entering school 
for the first time, an eighth grader eager to prepare for 
high school or anything in between, it’s never too early 
nor too late to start them on the path that is right for 
them. If you’d like to know more about what a Catholic 
school education could mean for your child, please contact 
Jennifer Murphy at jmurphy@stthomas-school.org or 518-
439-5573.  

Community 

St. Thomas Choir ~ My dear fellow parishioners, your 
St. Thomas Choir has begun meeting virtually each week, 
hoping to create virtual Choir music ministry presentations 
that will be presented on our parish website, and, eventual-
ly, aired through the sound system at Masses.  We have 
greatly missed being together and singing at Mass, but that 
will not be safe for the foreseeable future.  We just want 
you to know that we are still a community that prays by 
singing, and that we hope to be available soon to enrich 
your prayer life!  Nelly 

https://parishesonline.com/find/lead-consulting-coaching
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Weekday Mass Intentions 
For the Week of December 7-December 11, 2020  

THERE ARE NO WEEKDAY 

MASSES CURRENTLY 

SCHEDULED.   

IN THE MEANTIME, PLEASE CONTINUE TO 

PRAY AT HOME OR IN THE CHAPEL.                                            

All weekday Mass intentions will be honored when 

Father Berberian celebrates daily Mass privately. 

  

 
                   For the People 

 

Sat.            5:00 pm   Al Kottage 

                                            Pat Kottage 

 

         Judith Ann Gibbons 
Doug and Charlotte Maeder 

 
         Noreen Rightmyer 

Marcia and Richard Bassotti 
 
Sun.            10:00 am Richard Turoski 

Turoski Family 
 

                      James Lazarou 

  Nellie and Bill Bunk 
           
           

Scripture Readings: Week of December 6, 2020 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
WEEKEND MASS SCHEDULES 

Westmere  
Christ the King Church: 456-1644, Sat: 4 pm / Sun:8:30, 10:30 am 

Altamont  
St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church: 861-8770, Sun: 9:30 am 

Voorheesville 
St. Matthew’s Church: 765-2805, Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

 

Next Weekend, December 12 - December 13, 2020 

Sunday           Is 40:1-5, 9-11 / 2 Pt 3:8-14 / Mk 1:1-8 

Monday          Is 35:1-10 / Lk 5:17-26 

Tuesday         Gn 3:9-15, 20 / Eph 1:3-6, 11-12 / Lk 1:26-38 

Wednesday    Is 40:25-31 / Mt 11:28-30 

Thursday        Is 41:13-20  /  Mt 11:11-15 

Friday             Is 48:17-19 / Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday         Zec 2:14-17 / Lk 1:26-38 

Sunday            Is 61:1-2a, 10-11 / 1 Thes 5:16-24 /  

 Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


