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35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: (518) 439-4951 • Fax: (518) 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: Open By Appointment Only 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 10:00  a.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 

Mon and Thurs 7:30 a.m.; Tues and Fri 12:15 p.m. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

No Eucharistic Adoration currently scheduled 

RECONCILIATION 
  Tuesday: 11:30 a.m., Saturday: 4:00 p.m. or by appointment 

BAPTISM 
 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 
parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact the Parish Office for information about the program this fall.  
MATRIMONY 

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
First Tuesday of the Month after 12:15 p.m. Mass or by request.  

CARE OF THE SICK 
 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 

hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who would 
like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 

NEW PARISHIONER 
 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 

appointment . 
 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 
 

 
 

Download Our Parish App at Myparishapp.com! 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
                                                                                                         

To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ our 
Lord in a community of faith, to respond to the Spirit by recog-
nizing the gifts of each individual and by encouraging their use 
in Christian service to others and to spread the Word to others 
by the witness of our lives in order to encourage growth in our 

relationships with God and with one another. 

APRIL 3 - APRIL 4, 2021 



Pastor’s Corner  

  elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Dear Friends,  

 

Without a doubt, over 

the last 12 months we 

have been “Lenting 

the longest and lenti-

est Lent ever lented”.  

In a very profound 

way, our Lenten prac-

tices of fasting (from the community gatherings, the 

Eucharist, and so much more), prayer (dear Lord, be 

near in this time of trial), and almsgiving (Oh, what we 

would be willing to give to be together again) have done 

what they are designed to do – Make us more aware our 

great hunger for Christ in our lives, and move us to 

bring Christ to others.   

In Luke’s Easter Gospel, it is the women bringing buri-

al spices who come first to the Tomb. Angels ask why 

they are searching for the living one among the 

dead….Jesus is not there…He has been raised up.  The 

women run and tell the others, who dismiss it all as 

nonsense.  Of course, it is not nonsense.  It is our great-

est hope becoming fulfilled.   

 

Yes, we’ve had a string of Good Friday’s, and maybe we 

feel do like we are stuck searching among the dead.  But 

I do not think it is necessarily so.  Since I have been 

blessed to be here (and thank you for your warm wel-

come), I have seen all kinds of signs of new life:  Lent 

as a Season of Hope; vibrant faith formation; countless 

cleaners and ushers and greeters; re-imagined hospital-

ity; outreach through the food drives and connections to 

the homebound; countless zoom connections; streaming 

of Masses, and so much more.  Look to the website and 

Facebook pages for two videos in upcoming weeks that 

show just how alive our parish has been all along. 

This has all been made possible because you did not 

dismiss St Thomas’s mission as nonsense.  Thank you 

for your prayers, presence, and ongoing financial sup-

port.  On a pragmatic note, parish income has suffered 

tremendously this past year.   Thankfully, with the in-

creased numbers of vaccinated parishioners and the 

break in the weather, we are already seeing more people 

venturing back to Church.  In the meantime, Easter do-

nations have traditionally been a big part of balancing 

our budget.  If you have not already signed up for E-

giving, I would ask you to consider that as a viable op-

tion. On behalf of the whole staff, please join us at Mass 

as you can.   

 

I am yours in service of the Good News, 

Rev. Rick Lesser, Pastor 

Pastoral Care  

            (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

Happy Easter ! 
“May the God of hope fill you with all 
joy and peace in believing, so that you 
may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.” –Romans 15:13 
 

Thank you ~~ to our Faith Formation and Young 
Church ~ for the spectacular St. Patrick’s Day gift bags 
for our seniors. Coupled with prayers from Pastoral Care, 
they were a very appreciated treat for the holiday. Your 
efforts truly have a wonderful effect on others. 
 

Pastoral Care Ministry Resumption ~ We are plan-
ning to resume in-person ministry! One will need to com-
plete a brief health and safety training beforehand. If you 
have previously been a Eucharistic Minister to the home-
bound, been vaccinated, and would be interested in vol-
unteering again, or, if you think this might be a ministry 
you would like to become involved in, please let Maura 
know. We are aiming for late spring to get started. 
 

New Ministry ~ Vaccine sign-up assistance ~ 
Recognizing the difficulty many are having trying to sign 
up for the COVID19 vaccine, we have put together a 
team to assist eligible parishioners in obtaining a vaccine 
appointment. Please contact Maura via email: mbar-
rett@stthomas-church.org and she will facilitate the as-
sistance.  

PRAYER CHAIN ~ Members respond to urgent prayer 
intentions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Seward 
at: 518-439-7845 for your intention to be added.  

Prayer & Worship 

 
 
 
 

LIVESTREAMING MASS ~ Each week, the Week-
end Mass celebrated by Father Lesser is being 
livestreamed. Click on the “Livestream” button 
on our web site home page or Facebook page.  
 
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED ~  The Parish Office will 

be closed tomorrow, Monday,  April 5. There WILL BE 

the regularly scheduled Mass at 7:30 a.m. 

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS ~  Sue and Ed 
Meyer and their children Matthew and Natalie.  
 

CONGRATULATIONS to the family of the following 
child who was baptized recently at St. Thomas: Harper 
Ann Remarcke. 

mailto:mbarrett@stthomas-church.org
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The Weekend Mass celebrated by Father Lesser is  Livestreamed 

MIDDLE /HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

             (Contact: Rose Ann Garry or  Bridget Zigrosser) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
              (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

Please check out our FF Page and YM 
Page of our Website for updated HOPE 
Opportunities. Middle and  High 
School Faith Formation - St Thomas the 
Apostle Church - Delmar, NY (stthomas-
church.org). 

Tuesday April 6,  3:00-4:00 
p.m. in the Church Parking 
lot will be for our neighbors 
served at St. Francis/St. 

James Food Pantry: Jelly, soup, juice, Newborn and 
Size ONE diapers, shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste 
and soap. Thank you for your generosity!  

First Communion Masses will be celebrat-
ed April 17 and April 25. We have 36 young 
people and their families looking forward to 
celebrating this momentous occasion in their 
child's life this Spring (and another 14 sched-
uled for a First Communion Mass in Septem-
ber.)  Please pray as they take this next step 
along their faith journey that Jesus remains 

always as close to them and as important to them as He 
will be on that day.   
 

Call for Catechists for Next Year ~ As we wind 
down this year's very different faith formation program 
and begin to look to next year, please consider be-
coming or return to being a catechist for us!!  While 
unsure what next year's program will exactly look like, 
we want to be ready with a broad roster of fully qualified 
volunteers (including new diocesan requirements)  
ready to begin in-person or virtual classes with our 
young parishioners. Contact the faith formation office for 
more information. 
 

2021-22 Registration ~ Registration for our faith for-
mation programs for 2021-22 will begin in a few short 
weeks. Stay tuned to the bulletin and our church website 
for more information as it becomes available. 

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

 elementary faith formation (grades 1-5) 
              (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

WE thank all of you who assisted in 
making this Lent a Little More JESUS 
a Little Less me! Special thanks to Fr. 
Rick, Fr. Leskovar, Deacon Al for 
deepening our understanding of our 
Faith this Lent.   WE thank Seminarian 
Arnold for sharing in the Sorrowful 
Rosary. Maura Barrett for sharing the 
good works of Pastoral Care.  
 

 We thank our talented musicians and cantors: 
Sarah Bernasconi, Paul Supple and Theresa 
McMahon who added to our Lenten Services.  
Your gifts allowed our souls to soar. 

 WE thank our YOUNG CHURCH who lead us in: 
the Sorrowful Rosary: Sarah Bernasconi, Kevin 
and Maggie Walters, Owen Simonsen, and Ryan 
Teplitzky.  Stations of the Cross: Emily Sagen-
dorph, Liam Witting, and Ryan Ciancio.  Closing 
Holy Hour: Liam Witting who served as acolyte 
and lector. Ryan Teplitzky lector at “Unpacking 
the Mysteries of Mass.”  

 We thank our Greeters who volunteered to wel-
come and insure our safety: Barbara Ruggirello,   
John Staerker, Paul Edmundson, Michele Ber-
nasconi, Joan Walters, Cathy Teplitzky, Jen 
Spore, Mary Ellen Sagendorph,  Young Church : 
Caitlyn Teplitzky, Emma Leonard, Jacob Swi-
ader, Phoebe Wooster,   Matteo Cubello, Julia 
Kloss and Ella Spore. Lenten Food Drive Greet-
ers and Sorters Emily Sagendorph, Ella Spore, 
Violet Piccinini, Liam Witting, Amanda Burek, 
Kaitlin Strokes, Nina Vargas, Natalie De Santi  
and  Volunteer Ted Witting and  ALL OF YOU 
FOR YOUR AMAZING GENEROSITY! Together 
we collected $1127.61 in our loose change col-
lection and filled all 12 backpacks for Foster 
Teens served by   “Things of Very Own”.  Re-
maining money will be donated to the agency.  
God Bless you for your generosity!   

 We thank young church for the adorable Easter 
Cards and Crafts shared with Pastoral Care! We 
thank our Lenten Prayer Partners for praying for 
our seniors at Delmar Atria. Together may we 
continue to walk with our Risen Lord!  God 
Bless you!   

CHRIST IS RISEN! Wishing you 
Special Blessings at Easter & Al-
ways!  “The Lord bless you and 
keep you.” Numbers 6:24 

CCT and FF/YM invite all students 
Grades 1-12 to illustrate your favor-
ite Bible Story that includes WATER 
on a poster 12 in   x 18 in. Please 

attach  your interpretation or meaning of the use 
of WATER in the Story.  See our YM webpage for 
more directions. Youth Ministry Grades 6 -12  - St 
Thomas the Apostle Church - Delmar, NY 
(stthomas-church.org) All posters due to our FF 
Office by April 22 Earth Day! Poster will be dis-
played at our Many Blessings of Water Art Show 

on Sunday April 26. More information to Come!  
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The Link for the Livestream is on the St. Thomas Home Page.  

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 
one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:   

Delmar Wine & Liquor 
Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   

Be sure to patronize their business! 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR MARCH 27-28, 2021 

Calendar 

Mon  4/5 
7:30 
am 

Parish Office Closed. 
Mass will still be cele-
brated 

CH 

Tue 4/6 3 pm Weekly Food Drive PL 

PLACE: CH – Church;  GH – Gathering Hall;  LC – Lady 
Chapel; MC – Media Center;  PO – Parish Offices,  PP - 
Peace Pole, Café-Cafeteria, LCR1 or LCR2-Large Conference 
Rooms Rec Dining room, CHP-Chapel SCH-School, PL-
Church Parking Lot  

        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

Administration 

Creation Care Team 

               (Contact:  Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

Senior Luncheon - Attention Active Older 
Adults ~   Our next luncheon will be on  April 16. Our 
meal will be shepherd's pie, tossed salad, a dinner roll, 
and a dessert prepared by the Four Corners Luncheon-
ette in Delmar.  The meal will be packaged in a bag for 
you to pick up.  If you are attending the 12:15  Mass, you 
may pick up your meal after mass in the Gathering 
Hall.  If you are not attending Mass, you may pick up 
your meal at 1 o'clock in the Gathering Hall.  Each regis-
tered attendee must be in compliance with the St.  
Thomas covid-19 regulations (mask, hand sanitizing, 
and social distancing).  For reservations or cancella-
tions, please contact Bobbie Amiri at 518-339-8545 
or bobbieamiri@gmail.com. Please leave your name, 
phone number, and email address, if you have 
one.  Reservations must be placed by Monday, April 
12.  We look forward to when we can gather together as 
a community.  

Offertory contribution information for March 27– 
March 28 was not available at time of publication. It 
will be included in a future bulletin. 

Community 

EASTER FLOWER DONATIONS~ We thank you so 
much for all your Easter Flower Donations. The complete 
list of all donations along with the Commemorations will 
appear in next Sunday’s bulletin. 

Called To Be An Easter People 
 

We are called by the Risen Christ 
to be an Easter People living 
with loving kindness for all Crea-
tion, acting with gratitude for the 
gift of life, sharing the resources 
of this world with all peoples, 
seeking to be healers, to be care-
givers.  Huge goals arrived at 
“One Small Step” each day. 

 
“Small Steps”: Water Conservation 

Water . . .essential for life . . .requires our thoughtful us-
age as oceans are polluted with plastic and toxic chemi-
cals are leaching into our streams, rivers and lakes.  
Conserving water also decreases greenhouse gas emis-
sions released in the process of treating and distributing 
water. Some “Small Conservation Steps” as you plan 
your gardens this year:  

 Plant drought-resistant lawns, shrubs. 

 Water during the early part of the day. 

 Put a layer of mulch (compost or bark) around trees 
and plants to retain moisture and discourage weed 
growth. 

 Harvest rainwater for your gardens. 

 Add organic material to your garden beds. It will pro-
mote water absorption and retention. 

 
Meatless Recipes For A Healthier World 

Choosing plant-based meals aids in reduc-
tion of carbon and other greenhouse gas 
emissions. It also shrinks our “water-

footprint.”  Beef is reported to be one of the most “water-
intensive” foods.  Creation Care Team is continuing past 
Lent to offer some of their favorite “meatless meals”. 
This week’s recipes are Ciambotta and a Veggie 
Scramble. Find them on the Parish website. 

School News  

Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org or on 
Facebook at St. Thomas the Apostle School 
- Delmar 

Happy Easter! 
 “Have you come to believe be-
cause you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and 
have believed.” (John 20:29).   
 
Wishing you the gift of Faith 
at Easter and always ~ St. Thomas 
the Apostle School 
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Weekday Mass Intentions 
For the Week of April 5-April 9, 2021  

Mon. 7:30 am Ellie Lesser 

       Dr. Joe and Anne Prezio 

 

Tue.       12:15 pm Walter W. Eck Jr. 

        Alice and Mike Cirillo 

   

  Carmela Angelino DePalma 

        Fulvia Pizzitola 

 

Thu. 7:30 am Tom Butman 

    St. Vincent de Paul Society  

 

Fri.  12:15 pm Sean Sullivan  

 Family  

 
      

 

 

Sat.            7:45 pm   Daniel B. Giddens - 62th Anniv. 

 Family  

 

  Rose and Frank Fitzpatrick 

 Family  

 
Sun.           10:00 am Bernard McHugh 

                      Suzanne Trzcinski 

           
         George W. Harder 

    Marty Bannon  
 

         Peter McGinty 
      Amodeo Family 

Scripture Readings: Week of April 4, 2021 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
EASTER MASS SCHEDULES 

Westmere  
Christ the King Church: 456-1644, Sat: 8 pm / Sun:8:30, 10:30 am 

Altamont  
St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church: 861-8770, Sat 8 pm/Sun: 9:30 am 

Voorheesville 
St. Matthew’s Church: 765-2805, Sat: 7:45 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

 

Next Weekend, April 10– April 11, 2021 

Easter Sunday  Acts 10:34a, 37-43 / Col 3:1-4 / Jn 20:1-9  

Monday            Acts 2:14, 22-33  / Mt 28:8-15 

Tuesday           Acts 2:36-41 / Jn 20:11-18 

Wednesday      Acts 3:1-10 / Lk 24:13-35 

Thursday         Acts 3:11-26 / Lk 24:35-48 

Friday               Acts 4:1-12 / Jn 21:1-14 
 

Saturday          Acts 4:13-21 / Mk 16: 9-15 
 

Sunday   Acts 4:32-35 / 1 Jn 5:1-6 / Jn 20:19-31  


