
PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Rick Lesser, Pastor 

Rick.Lesser@rcda.org 

Rev. Richard Leskovar, Weekend Assistant 

Deacon Alfred Manzella 

Alfred.Manzella@rcda.org 

Patricia Holm, Pastoral Associate, Administration 

pholm@stthomas-church.org 

Barbara Ruggirello, Bookkeeper 

Paul Edmundson, Office Assistant 

pedmundson@stthomas-church.org 

Peter Bukowski, Facilities Manager 

pbukowski@stthomas-church.org 

Maura Barrett, LMSW, Pastoral Care Associate 

mbarrett@stthomas-church.org 

Avery Tunningley, Parish Music Director 

tunnac@aol.com 

Nelly Brown Bunk, Choir Director 

nellybrownbunk@gmail.com 

Konstantin Tsykun, Contemporary Music Director 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00  a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closed Friday. 

Patti Staerker, Coordinator, Elementary School Program 

pstaerker@stthomas-church.org 

Rose Ann Garry, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

ragarry@stthomas-church.org 

Bridget Zigrosser, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

bzigrosser@stthomas-church.org 

Mary Ann Hospodar, Coordinator, Youth Ministry Program 

mhospodar@stthomas-church.org 

Colleen Harrigan, Secretary 

charrigan@stthomas-church.org 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 

 

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Ernie Casile, Interim School Principal 
ecasile@stthomas-school.org 
Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 

35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: (518) 439-4951 • Fax: (518) 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: Open By Appointment Only 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m., Sunday Mass: 10:00  a.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 

Mon and Thurs 7:30 a.m.; Tues and Fri 12:15 p.m. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

No Eucharistic Adoration currently scheduled 

RECONCILIATION 
  Tuesday: 11:30 a.m., Saturday: 4:00 p.m. or by appointment 

BAPTISM 
 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 
parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact the Parish Office for information about the program this fall.  
MATRIMONY 

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
First Tuesday of the Month after 12:15 p.m. Mass or by request.  

CARE OF THE SICK 
 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 

hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who would 
like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 

NEW PARISHIONER 
 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 

appointment . 
 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
                                                                                                         

To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Je-
sus Christ our Lord in a community of faith, to 
respond to the Spirit by recognizing the gifts of 
each individual and by encouraging their use in 

Christian service to others and to spread the 
Word to others by the witness of our lives in 

order to encourage growth in our relationships 
with God and with one another. 

JUNE 26 - JUNE 27, 2021 



Pastor’s Corner  

A FEW CHANGES, AS WE JOIN TOGETHER FOR 
MASS ~ We are happy to be able to loosen up a few of our 

restrictions.  You may have recently seen Fr. Rick's video on 

our website regarding our newest change:  As you enter the 

front door of the church you will still be seated by our ushers , 

however you will see that the tape, for socially distancing at-

tendees, on the left side of the church, is now removed.  If you 

have been fully vaccinated you may sit on this side, with or 

without a mask.  For those not yet vaccinated, or for those who 

are more comfortable continuing to be socially distanced, 

please sit on the right side of the church. (We appreciate your 

continuing to wear your mask if these circumstances apply.) We 

thank you for your considerable patience as St. Thomas comes 

back together again. 

Annual Missionary Cooperation Plan Appeal ~ Sr. 

Ifeoma Onwudinjo MSHR of the Missionary Sisters of the 
Holy Rosary will be with us THIS WEEKEND. The community 

was founded in Ireland in 1924 to work with the women of Nige-
ria, West Africa. The Missionary Sisters of the Holy Rosary are 
now an international community in nine countries of Africa and 

in Brazil. They are strictly a missionary group with no institu-
tions in the United States and Canada, so therefore rely almost 

exclusively on funds provided through the Society of the Propa-
gation of the Faith and the generosity of the people back home 
to support their sisters on mission. The Sisters are deeply 

grateful for your contribution. For your donation, to be collected 
at Mass, please make your check payable to St. Thomas the 
Apostle and show “Mission Co-op” on the memo line. 

CONGRATULATIONS to the families of the following chil-
dren who were baptized recently at St. Thomas: Carly Amelia 
Ryan, Ryan Robert Dunn and Benjamin Harrison Oakley. 
 

BOOK CLUB ~ Join Pastor Rick and parishioners from St. 
Matthews and St. Thomas for our next book group on Thurs-
day , August 5 at 6.30 p.m. at St. Matthews in Voorhees-
ville. They will be discussing “The Screwtape Letters” by C.S. 
Lewis. The following is a short description of the book:   “A 
timeless classic on Hell’s latest novelties and Heaven’s 
unanswerable answer. A masterpiece of satire, this classic 
has entertained and enlightened readers the world over 
with its sly and ironic portrayal of human life and foibles 
from the vantage point of Screwtape, a highly placed assis-
tant to “Our Father Below.” At once wildly comic, deadly 
serious, and strikingly original, C.S. Lewis gives us the 
correspondence of the worldly-wise old devil to his neph-
ew Wormwood , a novice demon in charge of securing the 
damnation of an ordinary young man. The Screwtape Let-
ters is the most engaging account of temptation - and tri-
umph over it - ever written.” 

Prayer & Worship 

PRAYER CHAIN ~ Members respond to urgent prayer inten-
tions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Seward at: 518-

439-7845 for your intention to be added.  
 

Peace Vigil July 3 at Noon ~ Why are our Parishioners 
reluctant to pray for peace?  We meet the first Saturday of eve-
ry month to pray ten to twelve minutes for peace - peace in our 
world, in our country, in our community, in our homes and in 
our hearts.  All good things to pray for!  Please join us to pray 
for peace at the Parish Peace Pole, adjacent to the drive-
way, on the corner of Adams Place and Kenwood Avenue at 
noon on July 3.  We have a prepared prayer that we pro-
vide.  Peace be with you.  

Communion to the Homebound has    
resumed!  ~ For those who have completed 
their training, you may pick up your Pastoral Care 
Kit in the Gathering Hall with your name. They 
will be available to for pick up this week. We re-
main “on hold” for residential visitation, however, 

you may pick up your packet. In addition ~ If you, or someone 
you know, is no longer able to get to Mass and would like to 
receive Communion at home, please let Maura know. 

 

Knitting, Quilting, and Crocheting with 
Love Ministry ~ The activities of this group are 
picking up! We have two projects in the works. If 
you are interested in becoming involved contact 
Maura or Chris Ryan (facilitator) at 518-439-8517.  

 Although the long term care facilities are currently not ac-
cepting knitted lap robes and blankets, our team was 
asked to consider creating walker bags. If you are interest-
ed in participating in this ministry please contact Maura. 
She has a demo walker bag in the office and directions. 

 The Christ Child Society has reached out to our team to 
assist in creating baby items for them to deliver to needy 
babies. This includes blankets, sweaters, hats, booties, 
etc. Yarn can be provided by the society and pick up and 
delivery is included. Let Maura know if you would like to 
join this ministry! 

 

The St. Thomas Alzheimer’s Care Team ~ is part 
of Eddy Alzheimer’s Service and is a team of caring indi-
viduals who provide non-medical support and friendship 

to individuals and families living with dementia. Training is pro-
vided and time commitment is about 2-4 hours a month. The 
team meets together about 1x/month to review cases and 
schedules. There has been an increase in referrals and they 
are in need of more volunteers. Please contact Maura if you 
would like to learn more about assisting this dynamic team.  
 

Meal Ministry ~ As you may be aware we have 
switched to a gift card ministry due to COVID19. 
This ministry provides tangible support for folks 
going through a significant life event (i.e., surgery, 

illness, death, birth, etc.). This is not a need-based ministry, but 
rather a way for our community to demonstrate care and con-
cern for our fellow parishioners. If you would like to assist with 
this ministry, we are always collecting gift cards to local restau-
rants that deliver or monetary donations. Thank you to those 
who have so generously supported this worthy effort. 

Pastoral Care  

            (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

Summer Blessing for Families~ May we make our 
homes places of relaxation, joy, love, peace and 
safety. May we be generous and considerate, not 
thinking only about ourselves, but helping others 

enjoy the blessings of the summertime. Lord God, Creator 
of all things, guide our steps and strengthen our hearts 
during these months of summer and vacation days. Grant 
us refreshment of mind and body. May we constantly strive 
to make a meaningful difference in the lives of our loved 
ones and in the world around us as we enjoy the warm 
days of summertime.         -- The Catholic Review 

The Pastoral Care Department ~ has been busy with out-
reach to our seniors, homebound, and assisted living and nurs-
ing home residents. This month we have sent and delivered 
120 Prayers and Reflection pieces as well as cards with good 
wishes for the Spring. We are collecting Happy Summer and 
4th of July cards presently. Please leave in the Gathering Hall 
with Maura’s name if you would like to help out! 



The 5PM Saturday Vigil Mass on July 3 will be celebrated by Fr. Leskovar  

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

MIDDLE /HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

             (Contact: Rose Ann Garry or  Bridget Zigrosser) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
              (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

Partnering with Parents ~ Encouraging 
prayer and Catholic faith-centered activities 
allows our teachers to reinforce the values 
you're working so hard to instill at home. We 
create an environment in which students are 
celebrated for their unique gifts and are en-
couraged to explore and live their faith, to 
have respect for themselves and others, to 
always be eager to learn, and to know how to 
find the answers and think critically.  With this 

strong foundation, our students are prepared to be successful 
in high school, college and beyond.  For more information, 
please contact Jennifer Murphy at 518-439-5573 or jmur-
phy@stthomas-school.org. 
 

Did you know? ~ St. Thomas the Apostle School’s Pre-
school 3-year-old and 4-year-old programs are designed to 
expand and stimulate children’s minds. We provide our pre-
schoolers with an unparalleled first academic, spiritual, and 
social experience.  Children will emerge as successful learners 
who progress smoothly into kindergarten with the tools and 
confidence to succeed at every level. We offer an expanded 
Preschool Program which includes part-time morning and 
afternoon Preschool 3 and 4 classes as well as a Full Day 
Preschool 4 class.   
 

Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org or on Facebook at St. 

Thomas the Apostle School - Delmar. 

School News  

Friendly Reminder NO Food Drive Tues-
day   June 29 and July 6!  Our Summer 

Tuesday Food Drives will begin on July 
13 at a new time 9:30-10:30 a.m. in the 
Church Parking Lot!  God Bless you for 

your generosity!  

Gardening Volunteers ~ 
Recently CCT purchased 
with CLYNK money vegeta-
bles and herb plants for the 

Sr. Maureen Joyce SOUP 
GARDEN at 369 Livingston 
Ave. Albany NY.  The crops 

harvested will be severed to 
guests this summer and fall. 

Adults and families who en-
joy gardening are invited to assist Center Volunteers on 
Thursday mornings this summer   from 8:30-10:30 a.m. to 

weed, water and harvest. If you are interested in caring for 
and watching the garden grow sign up using our garden sign 
up genius https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0E4EA8AD22A6F94- or email Mary Ann at mhospo-
dar@stthomas-church.org. God bless you for your love of 
neighbor and our Common HOME!   

Congratulations and Blessings to the 
Class of 2021!   “Surely I know the plans 
I have for you, says the Lord, plans for 
our welfare and not for harm, to give you 

a future with HOPE.” Jeremiah 29:11. 

During the summer months our 
MS/HS Coordinators and Youth 
Minister will be periodically check-
ing emails.  However if you need 
an immediate response, please 
contact the parish office at 518-

439-4951 between 9-2 p.m. and they will get in touch with 
us.  Program information is posted on our webpage:  Middle 
and  High School Faith Formation - St Thomas the Apostle 
Church - Delmar, NY (stthomas-church.org)  and Summer 
HOPE opportunities on our Youth Ministry page  Youth Min-
istry Grades 6th -12th  - St Thomas the Apostle Church - 
Delmar, NY (stthomas-church.org)  Blessings for a restful 
and relaxing summer!  God Bless!  
 

We are currently accepting Fall  2021 Faith For-
mation Registration for Grades 6 -10.  Please 
register online on our website page Middle 

and  High School Faith Formation - St Thomas 
the Apostle Church - Delmar, NY (stthomas-

church.org) as soon as possible to  save your 
spot.  Payment balances and class schedules will occur this 
fall.  God Bless you for inviting us to be a part of your 

family’s Faith Journey.   

 elementary faith formation (grades 1-5) 
              (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Fall Registration ~ Our registration form for next year's pro-
gram is now available and can be found on our church website 
at www.stthomas-church.org. Our program includes catechesis 
(religious instruction) for children entering grades 1- 10 in the 
Fall and includes Sacramental preparation for Reconciliation, 
First Communion and Confirmation for those meeting the nec-
essary requirements and looking to make their Sacraments.  

 

Catechists and Class Assistants with up-to date 

credentials will be NEEDED to lead classes either in 
person and/or virtually for next year. Please contact 
the Faith Formation office to find out how you can 

help. 518-439-4951 x108.   
 

Faith Formation Office is Closed for the 
Summer  While our office is now closed for the 
summer, emails and voicemails will be regularly 
checked over the summer weeks, so please do not 
hesitate to leave/send a message. It will be replied 
to as soon as possible. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4EA8AD22A6F94-
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0E4EA8AD22A6F94-
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https://stthomas-church.org/youth-ministry
https://stthomas-church.org/youth-ministry
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https://stthomas-church.org/middle-and-high-school-faith-formation
https://stthomas-church.org/middle-and-high-school-faith-formation
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The 10AM Sunday Mass on July 4 will also be celebrated by Fr. Leskovar.  

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 
one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:   

Del Lanes 
Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   

Be sure to patronize their business! 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY 
COLLECTION  ** 

$6,817.00 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$2,590.35 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $9,407.35 

WEEKLY BUDGET AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $470.37 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  198 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $407.00 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR JUNE 19-20 2021 

Calendar 

Sat 7/3 Noon Peace Prayer Vigil PP 

PLACE: CH – Church;  GH – Gathering Hall;  LC – Lady 
Chapel; MC – Media Center;  PO – Parish Offices,  PP - 
Peace Pole, Café-Cafeteria, LCR - Large Conference Room, 
CHP-Chapel SCH-School, PL-Church Parking Lot  

Community 

Creation Care Team 

               (Contact:  Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

Caring For Creation With 
Achievable Goals ~   If the “go 
green” goals you set in January 
have become a distant memory, 
July 1, the start of the second half 
of 2021 is a great opportunity to 
begin again.  Maybe this time with 
goals that are more achievable.  

  
For example, pick one meal each week to use cloth napkins 
instead of paper. You won’t save a tree alone, but if each of 
us switches to cloth for one meal each week, we can together 
make a difference.  And together we can build on that one meal 
to make it many meals each week as we slowly add more cloth 
napkins to our supply.   
 
Small Steps …  Turn the light off when you leave a room.  
Turn the water off while you brush your teeth.  Make recy-
cling easier:  Put another trash can in your bathroom for 
recyclable items.   

Administration 

        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

 

Worldwide Marriage Encounter ~ To support married 
couples during this time of social distancing, Worldwide Mar-
riage Encounter is sponsoring virtual marriage experiences. 
Some are on weekends and some are seven sessions on 
weekdays from 7 to 9:30 p.m.  Couples will explore their indi-
vidual personality styles, improve listening and communica-
tion skills, understand God’s plan for their marriage, and 
learn how to keep their relationship a priority.  Registration is 
limited and a $100 application fee is required. For more infor-
mation or to apply, call Frank and Margie Pearson at 860-
337-2447 or visit them at https://wwmectw.org/.Is your mar-
riage bearing great fruit? Find out how to have a fruitful mar-
riage by participating in the next Worldwide Marriage En-
counter experience on Thursdays/Mondays Jul 8-29. 
 

Picnic Update ~ Our annual picnic is back! We'll have it on 

September 12 at Elm Avenue Park from Noon to 4:00 p.m. 
We need your help to make it a success. If you are in a po-
sition to donate a prize or a gift card for the raffle, the 

main funding source for the picnic, please contact Made-
line Amodeo at (518) 479-9972. If you would like to volun-
teer to help plan the picnic, or wish to know more about it, 

please attend our next committee meeting on Monday night, 
July 12, at 7:00 p.m. in the Gathering Hall. To attend this 
next meeting virtually by internet, or to answer any picnic 

questions, please contact Paul Supple at paulmsup-
ple@gmail.com  

St. Thomas Active Adults ~ There are many people we 
would like to thank for the success of our 5 take home lunch-
es in 2021.  We would especially like to thank Father Lesser 
and the Sacrificial Giving Committee for the financial support 
of our lunches.  We would also like to thank Atria Delmar 
Place for providing a delicious meal for one of our lunch-
es.  We would like to thank the volunteers who helped make 
the lunches run smoothly.  Also, we extend a special thank 
you to our participants who picked up a lunch .Please watch 
the bulletin as September nears as to whether our lunches 
will continue.  Enjoy the summer! 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

RCIA MINISTRY       

OPPORTUNITIES 

~ One of the best ways to 

grow in your own faith is to 

accompany someone who 

is coming into faith through 

the Rite of Christian Initi-

ation of Adults.  Please consider exploring the possibil-

ity of becoming an RCIA team member.   As a member 

you can participate in a number of ways, which include: 

dismissal with catechumens, serve as a catechist, be 

active in hospitality or be a sponsor. Check to see which 

ones match your talents! Please contact Paul Edmund-

son, in the parish office at 518-439-4951 if you are inter-

ested in joining the team led by Mike and Martha 

Snyder, our new RCIA Co-Coordinators. 

mailto:myermarie@yahoo.com
https://wwmectw.org/


Weekday Mass Intentions 
For the Week of June 28– July 2, 2021  

Mon. 7:30 am         Patricia Harman 
 Harman Family 

                                     Billy Keens 
  Martha and Bob Keens 

                                                 

Tue. 12:15 pm    Intentions of the Celebrant                                       

        

Thu. 7:30 am Intentions of the Celebrant  

                                                        

Fri.  12:15 pm    Intentions of the Celebrant                                        

 

 
 
 

Sat.            5:00 pm   Intentions of the Celebrant  
 
Sun.           10:00 am  June Magliocca 

                      Karen Magliocca 

            
         Ann M. Carriero 

    Marge, Mike and Michelle Kanik 

 
          Richard Van Vlack 

                      John Appel  

Scripture Readings: Week of June 27, 2021 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
 MASS SCHEDULES 

Christ the King Church, 518-456-1644, Westmere  
Tue, Wed, Fri: 9 am Sat: 4 pm / Sun:8:30, 10:30 am  

St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church, 518-861-8770, Altamont  
Tue, Thu: 5:15 pm /Sat 5 pm/Sun: 9:30 am 

St. Matthew’s Church, 765-2805, Voorheesville 
Tue, Fri: 8:30 am/Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

Next Weekend, July 3 – July 4, 2021 

Sunday          Wis 1:13-15; 2:23-24 / 2 Cor 8:7,9,13-15 /  

                       Mk 5:21– 43 

Monday         Gn 18:16-33 / Mt 8:18-22 

Sts. Peter and Paul   Acts 12:1-11 / 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18 /                      

                                    Mt 16:13-19 

Wednesday   Gn 21:5, 8-20a / Mt 8: 28-34 

Thursday       Gn 22:16-19 /  Mt 9:1-8 

Friday            Gn 23:1-4, 19; 241-8, 62-67 / Mt 9:9-13 
 

Saturday       Eph 2:19-22 / Jn 20:24-29 
 

Sunday          Ez 2:2-5 / 2 Cor 12:7-10 / Mk 6:1– 6a 


