
PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Rick Lesser, Pastor 

Rick.Lesser@rcda.org 

Rev. Dan McHale, Parochial Vicar 

mchaled@rcda.org 

Deacon Alfred Manzella 

Alfred.Manzella@rcda.org 

Patricia Holm, Pastoral Associate, Administration 

pholm@stthomas-church.org 

Barbara Ruggirello, Bookkeeper 

Paul Edmundson, Office Assistant 

pedmundson@stthomas-church.org 

Peter Bukowski, Facilities Manager 

pbukowski@stthomas-church.org 

Maura Barrett, LMSW, Pastoral Care Associate 

mbarrett@stthomas-church.org 

Avery Tunningley, Parish Music Director 

tunnac@aol.com 

Nelly Brown Bunk, Choir Director 

nellybrownbunk@gmail.com 

Konstantin Tsykun, Contemporary Music Director 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00  a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closed Friday. 

Patti Staerker, Coordinator, Elementary School Program 

pstaerker@stthomas-church.org 

Rose Ann Garry, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

ragarry@stthomas-church.org 

Mary Ann Hospodar, Coordinator, Youth Ministry Program 

mhospodar@stthomas-church.org 

Colleen Harrigan, Secretary 

charrigan@stthomas-church.org 

 

PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 

 

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL: 439-5573   Fax: 478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Adam Biggs, School Principal 
abiggs@stthomas-school.org 
Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 

35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: (518) 439-4951 • Fax: (518) 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: Open By Appointment Only 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00 p.m.; Sunday Mass: 10:00  a.m., 5 p.m. 

Holy Days As Announced 
WEEKDAY MASS 

Mon and Thurs 7:30 a.m.; Tues and Fri 12:15 p.m. 
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

No Eucharistic Adoration currently scheduled 

RECONCILIATION 
  Tuesday: 11:30 a.m., Saturday: 4:00 p.m. or by appointment 

BAPTISM 
 Baptism of infants is usually celebrated on the 3rd and 4th Sundays of the 

month. Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions for 
parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 

 Contact the Parish Office for information about the program this fall.  
MATRIMONY 

Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in advance 
and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for information. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
First Tuesday of the Month after 12:15 p.m. Mass or by request.  

CARE OF THE SICK 
 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or 

hospitalized parishioners. Please call to make us aware of persons who would 
like a visit or home Communion. Contact:  Maura Barrett. 

NEW PARISHIONER 
 Please register in the parish by calling the office weekdays to set up an 

appointment . 
 
Please remember our parish in your will. We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of 
Delmar, N.Y.” 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
                                                                                                         

To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus 
Christ our Lord in a community of faith, to respond 
to the Spirit by recognizing the gifts of each indi-
vidual and by encouraging their use in Christian 

service to others and to spread the Word to others 
by the witness of our lives in order to encourage 

growth in our relationships with God and with one 
another. 

RECONNECT AND REJOICE AUGUST 28– AUGUST 29, 2021 



Pastor’s Corner  

PRAYER CHAIN ~ Members respond to urgent prayer inten-
tions. Calls are confidential. Contact Pam Seward at: 518-439

-7845 for your intention to be added.  
 
PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER Merle “Lillian” Jones 
and Ruth Voorhees whose services were held recently. May 

the Lord welcome them into Eternal Life. 
 
Peace Vigil September 4 at 12:00 noon ~ We are 
blessed and have much for which to be grateful. Please join us 
to pray for the people of Afghanistan and Haiti. We meet the 
first Saturday of every month to pray about ten to twelve 
minutes for peace - peace in our world, in our country, in our 
community, in our homes and in our hearts.  All good things for 
which to pray!  Please join us to pray for peace at the Parish 
Peace Pole, adjacent to the driveway, on the corner of Adams 
Place and Kenwood Avenue at 12 noon on September 4.  We 
have a prepared prayer that we provide.  Peace be with you.  

Prayer & Worship 

 

Join us for some R AND R                                      
RECONNECT  AND REJOICE!   

 
Rail Trail MINGLE!  THANK YOU!!!! 
What a wonderful time! Thank you 
all for Reconnecting and Rejoicing 
as one family during our Rail Trail 
MINGLE and Spiritual Scavenger 
Hunt!   Special thanks to our host 
Lynne Lenhardt, of the Slinger-
lands District Fire Co., our greet-

ers: Barbara Leonard, Lynn Barry, Cat Adlerman, GiGi 
Sitzer, Emily and Patti Staerker. We thank our Sister Parish 
St. Matthew’s for inviting us to MINGLE and Fr. Rick for the 
yummy ice cream!!! And all of YOU for joining in the MIN-
GLE! Let the Rejoicing continue… see you at our parish 
Picnic on Sunday Sept. 12!  God bless you St. Thomas and 
our Sister parish St. Matthew’s!  Check out pictures on our 
Facebook Page Saint Thomas the Apostle Church Delmar | 
Facebook ! Or Under Our Reconnect and Rejoice Page Event 
Photos - St Thomas the Apostle Church - Delmar, NY (stthomas
-church.org)  
 
Sunday Sept. 12 Parish Picnic at the Elm Ave Town Park: 

 11:30 Celebrate an Outdoor Mass at the park, Concele-
brated by Fr. Rick and Fr. Dan ( if you can please bring 
you own lawn chair or blanket)  

 12:15-4:15 enjoy yummy foods, bake sale, games, pony 
rides, petting zoo, raffle and MORE! There is something 
for EVERYONE!  

 Consider volunteering for an hour or two during the 
picnic! Many hands make light work and the picnic that 
much more enjoyable!  Sign up today in the Gathering 
Hall!  

Join us as we continue to RECONNECT AND REJOICE!   

The readings last week may have been disturbing.  But 
sometimes, God disturbs us to help us dare to dream for 
better things! 

 
Prayer of Sir Francis Drake 
 
Disturb us, Lord, when We are too well pleased with ourselves, 
When our dreams have come true 
Because we have dreamed too little, 
When we arrived safely 
Because we sailed too close to the shore. 
 
Disturb us, Lord, when 
With the abundance of things we possess 
We have lost our thirst 
For the waters of life; 
Having fallen in love with life, 
We have ceased to dream of eternity 
And in our efforts to build a new earth, 
We have allowed our vision 
Of the new Heaven to dim. 
 
Disturb us, Lord, to dare more boldly, 
To venture on wider seas 
Where storms will show your mastery; 
Where losing sight of land, 
We shall find the stars. 
We ask You to push back 
The horizons of our hopes; 
And to push into the future 
In strength, courage, hope, and love. 

Collection for Haiti ~ Next week, Sept. 4/5, we will hold a 

special collection for relief following the devastating earthquake 
in Haiti as requested by Bishop Scharfenberger and the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops.  Please be generous as 
always in helping our brothers and sisters in the poorest coun-
try in the western hemisphere. 

Haiti Update Talk ~ In 2019, Fr. Rick and several teachers 
from Corpus Christi Parish spent a week working in two schools 
in Haiti. The experience was life-changing. The plan was to 
return annually, but between the violence in Haiti that has its 
roots in poverty and corruption, and the dire state of COVID 
there, such travel was not possible.  Dr. Moussanto Dantil, Fr. 
Rick’s veterinarian contact in Haiti who pours his life into raising 
up the young men and women though education and mentor-
ing, is coming to give us an update on the situation there, and 
to ask for our help. I strongly encourage those who may be 
wondering how to live the Gospel to attend this talk at St. Mat-
thew’s Church - Sept. 10- 6:30 p.m. 
 

Volunteers needed for our Welcome Table -- Making 
parish life easier! ~   Volunteers are needed to help us 
make parish life easier!  Our plan is to offer a Welcome Ta-
ble, a place in the Gathering Hall where parishioners can obtain 
items such as: Mass cards, parish registration forms, Faith For-
mation information and St. Thomas School materials as well as 
place requests for sacramental records (i.e. baptismal certifi-
cates and forms to be a sacramental sponsor). This "office" 
outside of office hours, will be available to parishioners before 
and after weekend Masses.  If you are interested in helping out 
in this way, please contact the parish office. We will train You!
Thanks. 

 

Cleaners needed for Parish Office 

~ We have an immediate opening for a 

part time cleaner(s) for the parish of-

fice and adjoining spaces.  If you have 

early morning or late evening hours 

available, please consider this oppor-

tunity.  Excellent working environ-

ment, good pay, and up to 15 hours/

week, which could be flexible!  If you 

are interested, or know someone who is, please contact 

Pat Holm in the parish office:                                               

518-439-4951, pholm@stthomas-church.org.  We look for-

ward to hearing from you! 

https://www.facebook.com/stthomasdelmar
https://www.facebook.com/stthomasdelmar
https://stthomas-church.org/event-photos
https://stthomas-church.org/event-photos
https://stthomas-church.org/event-photos
mailto:pholm@stthomas-church.org


ANOTHER OPTION FOR THE WEEKEND IS THE SUNDAY MASS AT 5 PM  

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

MIDDLE /HIGH SCHOOL FAITH FORMATION  
 

             (Contact: Rose Ann Garry) 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
              (Contact: Mary Ann Hospodar) 

elementary faith formation (grades 1-5)
               (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Pastoral Care  

            (Contact: Maura Barrett, LMSW) 

“In loving your neighbor and caring for him you are on a 
journey. Where are you traveling, if not to the Lord God, to 
Him whom we should love with all our heart, and our soul, 
our whole mind?” –Augustine of Hippo 

 
Albany Center Assisted Living (formerly Kenwood 
Manor) ~ We have resumed our Communion Services on 
Tuesday mornings at 11a.m. We have a small, but dedicated 
group of residents that so appreciate our services. We could 
use one or two more helpers on a rotating basis. Training is 
provided. Please let Maura know if you would be interested in 
joining this team. 

 
Bereavement Support Group Resuming for 
those who have lost a spouse during the last 2 years. 
Meetings will held October-May once a month on 
Mondays at 4 p.m. If you or someone you know would 
be interested in joining this group, please contact 

Maura at the office via phone or email for pre-screening and 
more information. Maura is also able to provide information 
and referral for other resources should this particular group not 
meet your needs.  

 

Our Knitting, Quilting and Crocheting with 
Love ministry has been creating walker bags for the 
residents at Delmar Center Nursing and Rehab as they 
are not currently accepting lap robes and quilts. If you 

are interesting in helping with this ministry let Maura know and 
she can provide you with a sample and directions! Also ~ a big 
THANK YOU ~ to Mary Phillips for creating some amazing 
“figit quilts” for our Alzheimer’s Care Team. They are thrilled 
to receive them! 

We are currently accepting Fall  2021 Faith 
Formation Registration for Grades 1-10.  
Please register online on our website. Go to the 
Faith Formation page, then select Registration 
and Other Forms, https://stthomas-church.org/ff-
forms, as soon as possible to  save your spot. 
Payment balances and class schedules will oc-
cur this fall.  God Bless you for inviting us to be 

a part of your family’s Faith Journey.   

Faith formation offices are now open!! ~ Office 
hours are Mon-Thurs, 9 a.m.-2 p.m. and our phone 
number is 518-439-4951.  
 

Faith Formation Program 2021-2022 ~ Program 
plans are still being discussed and adjusted as we 
receive updated guidelines from the CDC as well as 
the Albany diocese regarding the safest and best 
way to offer educational, service and prayer oppor-

tunities for our young church this year. Thank you for your 
patience and be sure to stay tuned to the bulletin and our so-
cial media for updates. 

Heartfelt thanks to Bridget Zigrosser our MS/HS 
Coordinator and her family for their years of 

faithful service to our Faith Formation/ Youth 
Ministry Programs. Many blessings to the 
Zigrosser/Brown family!  

 This week we like you to meet these 
faithful catechists and YM volunteers 
who have shared their faith with our 
young church throughout the pan-
demic.  In a sentence or two please 
share how your vocation, as a Cate-

chist or Youth Ministry Volunteer, over the past year, has 
deepened your friendship with Jesus? 
 
“My friendship with Jesus has been deepened by work-
ing with our teens on service projects particularly during 
this very tough year. It has reinforced, through their 
eyes, my relationship with God by showing me the glory 
of his youth. These teens exemplified strength with their 
leadership, their conviction, optimism, intelligence and 
grace—particularly during COVID when they led by ex-
ample in protecting the vulnerable by masking, being 
vaccinated, and accepting lockdowns. Our teens were 
truly exemplary and they renewed my faith and renewed 
my joy in helping.”  Catherine Adlerman ,   Youth Minis-
try Volunteer 8 years.  
 
“I have always felt that I cannot pass on what I don’t 
possess. So before I taught or connected with my class, 
I would spend much time in prayer and preparation ask-
ing Jesus what the kids needed to grow in their friend-
ship with Jesus. My preparation for the class always 
drew me in closer relationship with Him.” Michele Ber-
nasconi Catechist for 15   years  
 
 
 
 
 

 We invite you too to consider joining our Faith For-
mation Ministry Team as a Catechist, Catechist Assis-
tant, Gatekeeper or   Youth Ministry Volunteer!                                  

 Our MS/HS Catechists, Catechist Assistants and Gate-
keepers share the JOY of the Gospel in a classroom 
setting for 5 weeksin the fall and 5 weeks in the 
spring.   All materials and 10 lesson plans are provid-
ed.  

 Our Youth Ministry Volunteers   chaperone and super-
vise, our young church in Faith based outreach activi-
ties in the parish and in the community throughout the 
year.   

 All volunteers must complete the online CMG Connect 
Program. This is a new program that takes the place 
of Virtus.   Get started today by checking out infor-
mation on our Faith Formation  Volunteer Page Cate-
chist/YM Volunteers - St Thomas the Apostle Church - 
Delmar, NY (stthomas-church.org)    

 

https://stthomas-church.org/catechist-ym-volunteers
https://stthomas-church.org/catechist-ym-volunteers
https://stthomas-church.org/catechist-ym-volunteers


ANOTHER OPTION FOR THE WEEKEND IS THE SUNDAY MASS AT 5 PM  

THANKS FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT  OF THE PARISH 

DURING THESE DIFFICULT TIMES. 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 
one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:   

Daniel Keenan Funeral Home 
Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   

Be sure to patronize their business! 

Calendar 

Sat 9/4  12 pm Peace Prayer Vigil PP 

PLACE: CH – Church;  GH – Gathering Hall;  LC – Lady 
Chapel; MC – Media Center;  PO – Parish Offices,  PP - 
Peace Pole, Café-Cafeteria, LCR - Large Conference Room, 
CHP-Chapel SCH-School, PL-Church Parking Lot  

Creation Care Team 

               (Contact:  Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM WEEKLY 
COLLECTION  ** 

$6,102.00 

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA E-GIVING 
(VANCO) 

$2,630.35 

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $8,732.35 

MINIMUM  AMOUNT NEEDED TO  
MEET EXPENSES 

$14,500.00 

TITHE  (5% OF TOTAL OFFERTORY) $436.62 

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS  180 

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $668.00 

CATTHOLIC HOME MISSIONS  $701.00 

STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE – FOR AUG  21-AUG 22 2021 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

Administration 

        (Contact: Pat Holm) 

RCIA Inquiries Welcome ~ 
Is God calling you or someone 
you know to become a Catholic 
Christian? If so, the RCIA pro-
gram may be for you. 

 The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) 
is for Baptized Christians and individuals who have nev-
er been Baptized who wish to learn more about and ex-
plore the possibility of joining our Catholic faith and for 
Baptized Catholics who wish to be confirmed.  
  This year’s Inquiry Period will start on Sunday, 
Sept. 19 at 9 a.m. in the Large Conference Room. Con-
tact Paul Edmundson at the parish office if you want 
more information and/or to schedule an interview with 
Father McHale. 

Caring For Creation: Return To School  

 Before buying school supplies, check 
your home for needed items. 

 When you do shop, think sustainable 
and select eco-friendly products. 

 Choose reusable items for school lunches. 

 Take this preparation time to talk with your children about 
recycling, sustainability and why it’s important. 

 

The Season of Creation begins this 
Wednesday, Sept. 1 and extends to Oct. 4.  
You are invited to join with people around 
the world in this celebration. The 2021 
theme, “A Home For All, Renewing The 
Oikos Of God”, is symbolized by Abraham’s 

tent.  Abraham and Sarah practiced radical hospitality, wel-
coming into their tent 3 strangers who turned out to be God’s 
angels (Genesis 18). We are called to radical hospitality, to 
making our Common Home safe for all creation.  Creation 
Care Team will be suggesting actions to celebrate this Season 
during upcoming weeks. Learn more about The Season of 
Creation at: https://seasonofcreation.org/ 

 

It’s not too late to enroll for 2021-2022!   
Are you looking for a school with limited class 
sizes which allow for safe, personalized instruc-
tion, Spanish beginning in Preschool, or band in 
addition to your Music, Art, and Physical Educa-
tion? At St. Thomas the Apostle School, our 
teachers and staff partner with families to instill 
the same values in our students that they learn 

at home. St. Thomas offers Pre-K3, Part-Day and Full-Day 
Pre-K4 (flexible options available) as well as Grades K-8. 
Visit www.stthomasschool.org to watch our virtual tour. Call/ 
text 518-439-5573 or email Jennifer Murphy at jmur-
phy@stthomasschool.org for more information.  
 

Did you know? ~ St. Thomas the Apostle School’s Pre-
school 3-year-old and 4-year-old programs are designed to 
expand and stimulate children’s minds. We provide our pre-
schoolers with an unparalleled first academic, spiritual, and 
social experience.  Children will emerge as successful learn-
ers who progress smoothly into kindergarten with the tools 
and confidence to succeed at every level. We offer an ex-
panded Preschool Program which includes part-time 
morning and afternoon Preschool 3 and 4 classes as 
well as a Full Day Preschool 4 class.   
Visit us at www.stthomas-school.org or on Facebook at 

St. Thomas the Apostle School - Delmar. 

School News  

Interested in learning more about becoming a catechist 
contact:  Rose Ann Garry ragarry@stthomas-church.org  
or   a Youth Ministry Volunteer contact: Mary Ann Hospo-
dar mhospodar@stthomas-church.org  
 

God Bless you for sharing the LOVE of the LORD             
with our young church!  

mailto:myermarie@yahoo.com
https://seasonofcreation.org/
mailto:ragarry@stthomas-church.org
mailto:mhospodar@stthomas-church.org


Weekday Mass Intentions 
For the Week of August 30 – September 3, 2021  

Mon. 7:30 am       Ronald LaBelle   

                                                                        Family  

 

Tue. 12:15 pm    Bob and Barbara Coughlin  

                                      Barbara Gorman  

                                     Joseph Donovan   

                                                           Marcia Wendth  

 

Thu. 7:30 am Larry LaBelle    

                                                                        Family  

 

Fri.  12:15 pm    Enrollees of the St. Thomas  

  Memorial Fund   

                                                          

  George W. Harder   

                                                             Patrick Raimo  

     

   

 
Sat.             5:00 pm   For the People   
                                                
Sun.           10:00 am  Intentions of the Celebrant  
                                                                
      5:00 pm   Intentions of the Celebrant                    

Scripture Readings: Week of August 29, 2021 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
 MASS SCHEDULES 

Christ the King Church, 518-456-1644, Westmere  
Tue, Wed, Fri: 9 am Sat: 4 pm / Sun:8:30, 10:30 am  

St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church, 518-861-8770, Altamont  
Tue, Thu: 5:15 pm /Sat 5 pm/Sun: 9:30 am 

St. Matthew’s Church, 765-2805, Voorheesville 
Tue,  Wed, Fri: 8:30 am /Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 

Next Weekend, September 4-September 5, 2021 

Sunday          Dt 4:1-2, 6-8 / Jas 1:17-18, 21b-22, 27 /  

 Mk 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23                  

Monday         1 Thes 4:13-18 / Lk 4:16-30 

Tuesday        1 Thes 5:1-6, 9-11 / Lk 4:31-37 

Wednesday   Col 1:1-8 / Lk 4:38-44 

Thursday       Col 1:9-14 /  Lk 5:1-11 

Friday            Col 1:15-20 / Lk 5:33-39 
 

Saturday        Col 1:21-23 / Lk 6:1-5 
 

Sunday           Is 35:4-7a / Jas 2:1-5 / Mk 7:31-37 

RCIA Inquiries Welcome ~ Is God calling you or 
someone you know to become a Catholic Christian? If 
so, the RCIA program may be for you. 
 
The RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) is for 
Baptized Christians and individuals who have never 
been Baptized who wish to learn more about and explore 
the possibility of joining our Catholic faith and for Bap-
tized Catholics who wish to be confirmed.  
 
 This year’s Inquiry Period will end on Sunday, Novem-
ber 22. Contact Paul Edmundson, RCIA Coordinator, at 
the parish office if you want more information.  

St. Thomas Active Older Adults - Faith, Food, and 
Fun ~ We hope you have all enjoyed our beautiful summer. 
We have our plans set for our next year of events and lunch-
eons.  Our first luncheon will be on Friday, Sept. 17.  We will go 
back to dining together in person.  We will meet at 12:15 for 
Mass and then enjoy lunch together.  For reservations or can-
cellations, please contact Steve or Christine Corson at 518-439
-3286.  Please sign up early because space may be limited due 
to seating 6 people, rather than 8, at a table. Reservations 
must be made by Monday, Sept. 13.      Attention Parishion-
ers:  If you like to bake, would you be able to help us out this 
month by baking brownies?  Please package them individual-
ly.  Please call Steve or Christine Corson at 518-439-3286 if 
you are able to help out.  


