
PARISH STAFF 
Rev. Rick Lesser, Pastor 

Rick.Lesser@rcda.org 

Rev. Dan McHale, Parochial Vicar 

daniel.mchale@rcda.org 

Deacon Alfred Manzella 

Alfred.Manzella@rcda.org 

Patricia Holm, Pastoral Associate, Administration 

pholm@stthomas-church.org 

Louise Schrecongost, Office Assistant 

lschrecongost@stthomas-church.org 

Barbara Ruggirello, Bookkeeper 

Sarah Guerra, Media Coordinator 

sguerra@stthomas-church.org 

Peter Bukowski, Facilities Manager 

pbukowski@stthomas-church.org 

Julie Bablin, PhD, MATS, Pastoral Care Associate 

jbablin@stthomas-church.org 

Avery Tunningley, Parish Music Director 

tunnac@aol.com 

Nelly Brown Bunk, Choir Director 

nellybrownbunk@gmail.com 

Konstantin Tsykun, Contemporary Music Director 
 

 

FAITH FORMATION AND YOUTH MINISTRY 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00  a.m. – 2:00 p.m. Closed Friday. 

Colleen Harrigan, Secretary 

charrigan@stthomas-church.org 

Patti Staerker, Coordinator, Elementary School Program 

pstaerker@stthomas-church.org 

Rose Ann Garry, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

Jennifer Curry, Co-Coordinator, Middle/High School Program 

Mary Ann Hospodar, Coordinator, Youth Ministry Program 

MS/HS Faith Formation and Youth Ministry email: 

HOPE@stthomas-church.org 
 

PARISH TRUSTEES:  Carmel Foltan and Adele Nucci 
 

ST. THOMAS SCHOOL:  
 

518-439-5573   Fax: 518-478-9773 
www.stthomas-school.org 
info@stthomas-school.org 
Adam Biggs, Principal 
abiggs@stthomas-school.org 
Jennifer Murphy, Associate for Enrollment and Development 
jmurphy@stthomas-school.org 

35 Adams Place, Delmar, New York 12054 

Office Phone: (518) 439-4951 • Fax: (518) 439-0108 

Office E-mail: office@stthomas-church.org 

Office Hours: Open 9am- 2pm Mon. -  Fri. 

Website: www.stthomas-church.org 

WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil: 5:00pm; Sunday Mass: 10:00am, 5:00pm 

Holy Days As Announced 
Sunday Masses are live streamed on YouTube. Link on the homepage of 

www.stthomas-church.org 
WEEKDAY MASS 

Mon and Thurs 7:30am; Tues and Fri 12:15pm 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Friday: After 12:15pm Mass 

 

RECONCILIATION 
  Tuesday: 11:30am, Saturday: 4:00pm or by appointment 

 

BAPTISM 
Contact the Parish Office for arrangements. Preparation sessions  

for parents presenting infants for Baptism are held monthly. 
 

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS 
 Contact the Parish Office for information about the program.  

 

MATRIMONY 
Arrangements for marriage should be made at least 6 to 8 months in  

advance and before scheduling a reception. Contact the Parish Office for 
information. 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK  
First Tuesday of the Month after 12:15pm Mass or by request.  

 

CARE OF THE SICK 
 The Pastoral Care Team responds to the needs of homebound or  

hospitalized parishioners. Please call the parish office to make us aware  
of persons who would like a visit or home Communion. 

 

NEW PARISHIONER 
 Please register in the parish by calling the office. 

 
Please remember our parish in your will.  

We are: “St. Thomas’ Church of Delmar, N.Y.” 

PARISH  MISSION STATEMENT 
To proclaim and celebrate the presence of Jesus Christ 

our Lord in a community of faith, to respond to the  
Spirit by recognizing the gifts of each individual and by 
encouraging their use in Christian service to others and 
to spread the Word to others by the witness of our lives 
in order to encourage growth in our relationships with 

God and with one another. 

RECONNECT AND REJOICE May 28-29, 2022 



Pastor’s Corner 

Pastoral Care 

Prayer & Worship 

MEMORIAL DAY, MONDAY MAY 30 ~ The parish 
office will be closed on Monday, May 30th in ob-
servance of Memorial Day, however Mass will still be 
celebrated at 7:30 am.  
 
TUESDAY DRIVE ~ Thank you for your generosity 
during our Easter Tuesday Drives! NO DRIVE this 
Tuesday May 31!  Our next Tuesday Drive is  
June 7th.  

WE NEED YOU! ~ Please consider serving as a Lec-
tor, Usher, Eucharistic Minister or Acolyte!  This re-
quest includes the youth of our parish who we encour-
age to add their voice, serving as a Lector, and if con-
firmed, as a Eucharistic Minister. Children who have 
just made their First Holy Communion are now eligible 
to serve as acolytes. Please contact Pat Holm in the 
parish office if you are able to serve the parish in this 
way. The need is great...especially as we approach 
the Summer months with ministers being away. And, 
training will be provided.  Thank you! 

 

Peace Vigil ~ Please join us to pray for peace for 
Ukraine and for all the people of the world at the Par-
ish Peace Pole, adjacent to the driveway, on the cor-
ner of Adams Place and Kenwood Avenue at 12:00 
noon on Saturday, June 4th.  We meet the first Satur-
day of every month to pray ten to twelve minutes for 
peace - peace in our world, in our country, in our com-
munity, in our homes and in our hearts. There is a 15 
minute prepared prayer that will be provided to say 
together. Peace be with you.  

ST. THOMAS READS ~ next 
gathering is Thursday, June 9th 
at 7 pm in the Gathering Hall to  

discuss Mere Christianity by C.S. 
Lewis. 

I am grateful for all those who shared with us their 
experience of Church in writing or in person. Also 
thank you to the wonderful women and men who 

planned and facilitated the Synod listening sessions 
here at St Thomas. We are reviewing and compiling 
your responses, and will share the summary report 
with the parish. Let us continue to pray for one an-

other that we may be a Church of compassion, 
healing and joy as we continue to  

“walk together.”  

Fr. Rick 

PARISH CAMP WITH OUR SISTER PARISHES AT 
PYRAMID LIFE CENTER ~ Friday, July 1- Thurs, July 
7.  Join fellow parishioners and neighbors for a beauti-
ful vacation at the secluded and pristine Pyramid Life 
Center, where you will find a private, no-motor lake 
with a 16-acre island in its center. You will have ac-
cess to canoes, kayaks, paddle-boats, and rowboats, 
as well as opportunities to hike, swim, fish, and play 
basketball, volleyball and tennis. It is a perfect place 
for both recreation and reflection, featuring rustic cab-
ins, a large dining hall, hot shower facilities, and newer 
rooms in a central lodge for individuals and couples. 
 
Come for all or part of the week—you will probably not 
want to leave! If you would like to participate in coop-
erative cooking of planned meals, with a team of fellow 
parishioners, a lower cost for the weekend will be of-
fered at $48/night (individuals 13 and up), and  
$30/night (ages 4-12). 3 yrs and under are free. If you 
would rather have meals cooked for you (without par-
ticipation in food prep) the cost will be $60/night (ages 
13 and up) and $35/night (ages 4-12). 3 and under 
free.  
 
**All reservations must be paid in full and we are una-
ble to give refunds if you decide to leave early (lodging 
commitments are made prior to our arrival and food 
will have been purchased for our group). For reserva-
tions, email: pyramidlifereservations@gmail.com. You 
can also visit pyramidlife.org or PLC’s social media 
pages for more information. Finally, you can see a vid-
eo for PLC on our parish website!  If you need further 
assistance, reach out to Mary Ann at mhospo-
dar@stthomas-church.org.  Hope you can join us!  

 
 

NEW VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED FOR SEVERAL 

MINISTRIES~ 
Communion to the  

homebound 
Rosary and Communion 
services to care facilities 

Meal Ministry 
Alzheimer’s Care Team 

Prayer Chain 
Knitting Quilting and  
Crocheting with Love 

Baptismal Stole Making 
 

Please contact Julie Ba-
blin if you are interested in 
serving in any of these 
ministries (518) 439-4951 
ext 104 
 

To Dale Merrigan for 
providing materials for and 
decorating the Baptismal 
Stole boxes. To Mary Phil-
lips for making beautiful, 
handmade Fidget Quilts 
for parishioners with de-
mentia. To our Youth Min-
istry for the drive to collect 
donations for gift cards 
and gift certificates for our 
Meal Ministry. We have 
blessed several families 
who have experienced 
significant life events with 
these. We will continue to 
bless families and individ-
uals well into the future. 

WE WELCOME INTO THE CHURCH FAMILY 
THROUGH BAPTISM ~ Makenzie Anne McGeary 

mailto:pyramidlifereservations@gmail.com
pyramidlife.org
mailto:mhospodar@stthomas-church.org
mailto:mhospodar@stthomas-church.org


School News 

ONLINE FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION FOR 
MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL ~ for the Fall 
can be found on our Middle School & High School 
Faith Formation webpage: stthomas-church.org/middle
-and-high-school-faith-formation Thank you for allow-
ing us to be a part of your family's faith journey.   

Middle/High School Faith Formation     
& Youth Ministry 

 (Contact: Rose Ann Garry, Jennifer Curry, Mary Ann Hospodar) 

Elementary Faith Formation (Grades 1-5) 
                           (Contact: Patti Staerker) 

Faith Formation & Youth Ministry 

ST. THOMAS THE APOSTLE SCHOOL'S 65TH  
ANNIVERSARY MASS ~ On June 5th, please join 
us in celebrating the 65th anniversary of St Thomas 
the Apostle School.  Following the 10 am Mass 
there will be a reception in the school gym as well 
as tours of the school.  We hope that you will join us 
in celebrating the 65 years of our school! 

 
Visit us at stthomas-school.org or on Facebook 

at St. Thomas the Apostle School - Delmar. 

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2022-23 FAITH FOR-
MATION PROGRAM HAS BEGUN!  Please find the 
necessary forms on our church website stthomas-
church.org/ff-forms If you have any child coming into 
the program for the first time, please submit both 
forms from the website. If all children have been regis-
tered in a prior year, you will only need the updated 
registration form. 
 
MANY VOLUNTEERS WILL BE NEEDED ~ to help 
run our program including catechists, class assistants 
and gatekeepers. Please contact our office to find out 
how you can help with this incredibly important func-
tion of our church....passing the faith on to our young-
est parishioners!!  
 
OFFICE CLOSED FOR SUMMER ~ Our office will be 
closing down for the summer beginning June 10th and 
will reopen in August. Phone messages and emails 
will still be received and responded to sporadically 
throughout the summer months, so please don't hesi-
tate to reach out and contact us if needed. 

UR CHURCH AND OUR CHURCH NEEDS U! Please 
prayerfully consider joining our Faith Formation/Youth 
Ministry Team! Our young church is looking to you to 
share your joy and love of the Lord with them as a 
Catechist, Catechist Assistant, Gatekeeper or as a  
chaperone at our Youth Ministry Events!  Sharing your 
gift of faith can make all the difference! Check out our 
Catechist/YM Volunteer page under our Faith For-
mation Tab. stthomas-church.org/catechist-ym-
volunteers or contact us at hope@stthomas-
church.org 
 
SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH 5 PM MASS ~ Faith Formation 
Families, Catechists, Volunteers and young Church 
join us for Mass and celebrate all we’ve accomplished 
as Church with special Hospitality afterwards. Look for 
the insert in next week’s bulletin highlighting our dedi-
cated catechists, volunteers and amazing young 
church! The Spirit is a-movin here at St. Thomas!    
  
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE HIGH SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 2022! High School Graduates, families 
and friends are welcome to join us on Sunday, June 
12th at the 5 pm Mass. Fr. Rick will give a special 
blessing to all of our High School Graduates at this 
Mass. Hospitality to follow! 
 
BREAKAWAY! ~ Is a Diocesan Summer Camp Op-
portunity for Grades 5th-11th at Pyramid Life Center 
June 27-July 1. Participants will participate in work-
shops, prayer experiences, small group sessions, hik-
ing, boating, social activities and more. Each day we 
will participate in a service project that will be done on 
site and will benefit local charities. The team will be 
staffed by youth ministers from around the diocese, 
college students, and local high school youth. For 
questions regarding the program please contact Brian 
Evers at brian.evers@rcda.org. And register today! 
rcda.org/YAYA/CBHS2021 

 Autumn Adams 
Dominick Adams 

Emma Adams 
Pyper Bathrick 
George Bradt 

James Brannon 
Liam Callahan 

Clemente Capuano 
Sean Casey 

Jacob Chronister 
Rhianne Danao 

Elden Deschaine 
Arabella Frey 
Emma Fuller 

Griffin Gardner 
Ryder Goedeke 
Jacob Jasinski 
Claire Kennedy 

Nathan Kozlowski 
Jack Kretschmann 

Cullen Loefke 
Patrick Macaluso 

Olivia Malone 
Tessa Massaroni 

Peter McAvoy 
Alice McConnell 

Henry McLaughlin 
Oliver Nagengast 
Grace O'Connell 
Abigail Paurowski 
Maggie Quinlan 

Jack Quinlan 
Leo Rabady 

Mason Sagendorph 
Joseph Schuster 
Liam Somerville 

Katie Tromp 
Olivia Weisberg 
Emma Wickham 

May you always feel welcomed to the Table of the Lord and 
joyfully receive the Eucharist often! 

Congratulations to the following children who made their 
First Holy Communion on May 15. 
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CREATE A BUTTERFLY GARDEN: ENABLE  
CREATION TO GROW 

 
Grow a Butterfly Garden and in-
crease the number of pollinators in 
our environment. The butterfly is 
not only a beautiful part of creation, 
but also a valuable part of the life 
cycle of fruits, vegetables and flow-
ers. The butterfly carries pollen 
from plant to plant as it “drinks in” 
nectar from the blossoms. 
Plants that are most likely to attract 
butterflies include: 
Phlox, Coneflower, Lantana, Pot Marigolds, Black-
Eyed Susan, Aster, Bee balm, Butterfly bush, Calen-
dula, Cosmos, Daylily, and Delphinium 
And don’t forget some water for the butterfly. They 
can’t drink from ponds or bird baths, so put in shallow 
“puddles” of water (little pie tins can work) for these 
beautiful creatures of creation. 

We thank you for your continued support of the parish.  

Calendar 

“Advertiser of the Week" ~ This weekend we highlight 
one of the valued companies advertising in our bulletin:  

 

Countryman Home Improvement 
 

Please see their ad in the current bulletin.   
Be sure to patronize their business! 

Creation Care Team 
  (Contact: Marie Myer: myermarie@yahoo.com.) 

Stewardship of Treasure 
For May 14-15, 2022 

Fri 6/3 1pm Adoration CH 

Sat 6/4 Noon Prayer Vigil for Peace PP 

PLACE: CH – Church;  GH – Gathering Hall;  LC – Lady Chapel; 
MC – Media Center;  PO – Parish Offices,  PP - Peace Pole, 
Café-Cafeteria, CR - Conference Room, CHP-Chapel SCH-
School, OPL-Office Parking Lot  

OFFERTORY RECEIVED FROM  
WEEKLY COLLECTION  ** 

 $8,609.06    

OFFERTORY RECEIVED VIA  
E-GIVING (VANCO) 

 $2,048.35  

TOTAL OFFERTORY RECEIVED $10,657.41    

MINIMUM AMOUNT NEEDED TO MEET EX-
PENSES 

 $14,500.00 

TITHE (5% OF OFFERTORY )  $532.87   

TOTAL NUMBER OF GIFTS   242    

** INCLUDES LOOSE CASH GIFTS $1,785.76        

Administration 
             (Contact: Pat Holm) 

Community 

Peace and Public Policy 
(Contact: Marie Copeland: mariecopeland62@gmail.com) 

CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION CAMPAIGN SPE-
CIAL COLLECTION ~ This campaign connects peo-
ple with Christ and builds Catholic communities in the 
United States and developing countries using the in-
ternet, television, radio, and print media. Fifty percent 
of the money collected remains here in the Diocese of 
Albany to fund local communications efforts, while the 
other fifty percent supports projects around the world. 
In our diocese your support allows our diocesan Com-
munications Office to work with various departments, 
parishes, schools and organizations to promote their 
ministries. You have a direct hand in our efforts to 
spread the word about vocations, respect life, Catholic 
schools, youth ministry, special liturgies, and more. 
With your help we are able to inform and inspire, edu-
cate and evangelize. Please give generously to this 
special collection next week.     

From the NYS Catholic Conference: 
Urge Gov. Hochul to halt the abortion fund, an appro-
priation of $35 million for abortion services in New 
York to make the state a “sanctuary “ for women seek-
ing an abortion. Help protect pro-life pregnancy cen-
ters. This bill would enable the Health Commissioner 
to subpoena pro-life centers and force them to pro-
duce an over-whelming volume of data and reports. 
With the result of finding the centers “limited” because 
they do not provide abortion. Urge your lawmakers to 
oppose this unnecessary and dangerous bill. (S470) 
Take action on these and other issues at nyscatho-
lic.org 
On the federal side: 
The Biden Administration will host a White House 
Conference on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health this Sep-
tember. The goal will be ending hunger and increasing 
healthy eating and physical activity by 2030. 
Read more updates on the St. Thomas Church Web-
site under Peace and Public Policy. Thank you for 
your advocacy. 

WORLDWIDE MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER ~ is spon-
soring a variety of in-person and virtual marriage expe-
riences, some on weekends and some on seven 
weekdays. Couples will explore their relationship with 
each other, God, and the Church.  Registration is lim-
ited and a $100 application fee is required. For more 
information or to apply, call Frank & Margie Pearson at 
860-337-2447 or visit them at wwmectw.org 
Encounter Experiences: June 24-26 in Huntington, NY  

mailto:myermarie@yahoo.com
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Weekday Mass Intentions 
May 30 – June 3, 2022 

Scripture Readings: Week of May 29, 2022 

Next Weekend: June 4 – 5, 2022 

Sunday   
Acts 7:55-60; Ps 97:1-2, 6-7, 9; Rev 22:12-14, 16-17, 20;  
Jn 17:20-26 
 
Monday   
Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3ab, 4-5acd, 6-7ab; Jn 16:29-33 
 
Tuesday, Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Zep 3:14-18a; Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6; Lk 1:39-56  
 
Wednesday, Memorial of Saint Justin, Martyr 
Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:29-30, 33-35a, 35bc 36ab; Jn 17:11b-19  
 
Thursday  
Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a and 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11;  
Jn 17:20-26  
 
Friday, Memorial of Saint Charles Lwanga and Companions, 
Martyrs 
Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19 
 
Saturday  
Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4, 5 and 7; Jn 21:20-25 

Monday 7:30 am Memorial Day 

  Intentions of the Celebrant 

 

Tuesday 12:15 pm Josephine Namatoou 

  requested by Gladys Mwesigwa 

                              Thomas E. McCormick 

  requested by his family 

 

Thursday 7:30 am Jo-Ann Monjeau 

  requested by Todd Yutzler 

 

Friday 12:15 pm Memorial Fund 

                            Sacred Heart of Jesus 

  requested by Gladys Mwesigwa 

Saturday 5:00 pm Lisa Wilsey 

  requested by Robert O'Connor 

                            Laurie Byerwalters 

  requested by Robert O'Connor 

 

Sunday 10:30 am Rocco Ricchiuti 

  requested by Robert and  

  Patricia Ricchiuti 

                                Evelyn M. Ludeman 

  requested by Susan Ludeman 

 

              5:00 pm For the People 

 

PARISHES OF OUR LOCAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
 MASS SCHEDULES 

 

Christ the King Church, 518-456-1644, Westmere  
Tue, Wed, Thurs: 9 am Sat: 4 pm / Sun:8:30, 10:30 am  

St. Lucy/St. Bernadette Church, 518-861-8770, Altamont  
Tue, Thurs: 5:15 pm /Sat 5 pm/Sun: 9:30 am 

St. Matthew’s Church, 518-765-2805, Voorheesville 
Tue,  Wed, Fri: 8:30 am /Sat: 5 pm / Sun: 9:30 am 


