Recycling
	Town of Bethlehem Website – LOTS of great info! Some specific links of interest below:
		*Donating Reusable Items Brochure {PDF} (Plus another listing on DEC website)
 		*Donating appliances, furniture, building materials to Habitat for Humanity Brochure {PDF}
		*Food Scrap/Composting options
*Recycling FAQs
*Curbside Recycling Instructions
*Plastic Recycling Made Easy
*Mandatory & Recommended Recycling List
*Textiles/Clothing and Footwear Recycling
*Green Shopping and Holiday Recycling

Recycle your electronic waste
		*Accepted e-waste list for the Rupert Rd Transfer Station

Recycle your ink/toner cartridges and office gadgets
*Staples Recycling Services
*Best Buy Electronics & Appliance Recycling
	
Recycle plastic bags/plastic film

Recycle your bottles & cans (those with deposit) at the grocery store OR use a Hannaford CLYNK bag. These green bags tagged with a St. Thomas barcode are available in the Gathering Space. Fill a bag, bring to Hannaford where you will scan it & drop it off, then the deposit money is donated to the church/Creation Care Team.


Some General Suggestions
*Buy less!
*Choose products with less packaging.
*Choose products with recyclable packaging.
*Choose products made with recycled content in the item and/or packaging
*Choose products with natural/biodegradable ingredients.
*Bring reusable shopping bags to the grocery store, drug store, etc.
*Decline a bag if only purchasing an item or two
*Go paperless for receipts – some stores like CVS and Staples now offer receipts via email instead
*Go paperless for bills – many companies offer online statement and payment options
*Buy second-hand
*Don’t purchase an infrequently used item if you can borrow it instead. Check out Bethlehem Public Library’s Library of Things they have available for loan!


Food
	Delmar Farmers’ Market: May-December on Saturdays 9am-1pm at Bethlehem Middle School
	Tuesday Farmers’ Market: May-Thanksgiving 2:30pm-6pm at First United Methodist Church
	
*Visit local pick-your-own farms or shop farmstands in season. Search LocalHarvest.org to find locations as well as Community Supported Agrictulture (CSA) programs you can join.

*Buy only what you can use. Work on reducing food waste. Some cookbook suggestions for recipes, ideas, & resources. Check the library for some of these titles for more info & tips.
Waste-Free Kitchen Handbook: A Guide to Eating Well and Saving Money By Wasting Less Food by Dana Gunders

Eat It Up!: 150 Recipes to Use Every Bit and Enjoy Every Bite of the Food You Buy by Sherri Brooks Vinton

Scraps, Wilt & Weeds: Turning Wasted Food into Plenty by Mads Refslund & Tama Matsuoka Wong

An Everlasting Meal: Cooking with Economy and Grace by Tamar Adler

Root-to-Stalk Cooking: The Art of Using the Whole Vegetable by Tara Duggan

The CSA Cookbook: No-Waste Recipes for Cooking Your Way Through a Community Supported Agriculture Box, Farmers' Market, or Backyard Bounty by Linda Ly


Clothing
Buy less. Buy second-hand or swap hand-me-downs with family or friends.

*Bethlehem Area Mom Swap Facebook Group (buy/sell/trade/swap your baby/kid/women's/maternity items in the Town of Bethlehem)
*ThredUp – Buy secondhand clothes online
*The Closet Shop consignment shop (337 Delaware Ave, Delmar)


Books
Borrow from the local library. Contactless curbside pick-up is currently available due to the COVID pandemic. 
Buy used instead of new:
*Local Garage & Yard Sales (St. Thomas’ school has one every spring as a fundraiser – as do several other local organizations!)
*Amazon.com, Abebooks.com, Ebay.com

Caring for Creation children’s book recommendations:
Let There Be Light by Desmond Tutu; illus. by Nancy Tillman – Picture book retelling of the creation story

All the Water in the World by George Ella Lyon; illus. by Katherine Tillotson – picture book about the water cycle

Let the Whole Earth Sing Praise by Tomie dePaola – picture book celebrating God’s creation

All Things Bright and Beautiful by Cecil Frances Alexander (traditional hymn)
Illustrated by Bruce Whatley
Illustrated by Ashley Bryan
Board book illustrated by Katy Hudson

A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park – short novel for ages 10-12+
