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SECTION I 
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHBISHOP 

 

 

Official Appointment 

In Order to provide pastoral care for the people of God in the Archdiocese of New Orleans, 
Archbishop Aymond has made the following appointment:  
 

Reverend Monsignor Lanaux J. Rareshide as administrator for St. Charles Borromeo Parish in 
Destrehan effective immediately. 

Announcements 

 Please see the attached letter to be read at all Masses the weekend of March 3-4, 2018.  
Please consider placing this in your bulletin the same weekend.  Click here to download the 
letter. 

 Church leaders are invited to a valuable program about active shooters sponsored by New 
Orleans Crimestoppers, Police Chief Michael Harrison, and other local law enforcement 
officials.  Please see section II for complete details. 

 Many Religious joined for Mass and lunch on Saturday, February 17, 2018, at The Academy of 
the Sacred Heart Chapel  as we celebrated “World Day for Consecrated Life”.  Thanks to Sister 
Beth Fitzpatrick,   the Religious of Sacred Heart, and all those who planned this celebration.   

 At the Rite of Election  (Sunday and Monday), we prayed for and sent forth over 400 people in 
the Archdiocese of New Orleans who will enter the Catholic Church at the Easter Vigil.  Our 
family is growing in numbers and in witness.  Please join me in praying daily for the Elect and 
the Candidates as they embrace these final weeks of preparation.  Many thanks to the parish 
RCIA coordinators and all those who assist them in their ministry.  Thanks to the St. Joseph 
Church staff, staff of Most Holy Trinity, Walter Bonam, and our archdiocesan staff. 

 The Vietnamese New Year Festival Opening Ceremony will be Friday, February 23, 2018, at 
6:30 PM at Mary Queen of Vietnam Church, 5069 Willowbrook Dr., New Orleans. 

 

 The 2018 Men’s Morning of Spirituality will take place at St. Anthony of Padua Church, 4640 
Canal St., from 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM on Saturday, February 24, 2018.   

 Sponsored by the Ecumenical Office, Catholic Charities and the Hispanic Apostolate, an 
interfaith prayer service in solidarity with immigrants and refugees will take place on Sunday, 
February 25, 2018, at the Hispanic Apostolate, 2505 Maine Avenue, Metairie, at 3:00 PM.  You 
may download a flyer here. 

 The Clarion Herald will hold an Open House on Wednesday, February 28, 2018, at the Howard 
Building, Suite 400 at 11:00 AM for all priests, parish secretaries, high school principals and 
journalism teachers/advisors.  Please RSVP by Tuesday, February 20, 2018, to Jonelle Foltz at 
504-596-3035 or jfoltz@clarionherald.org. 

https://nolacatholic.org/documents/2018/2/1-2018%20Reconcillation%20Letter%20from%20Archbishop%20Aymond.pdf
https://nolacatholic.org/documents/2018/2/2-Interfaith%20Services.pdf
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N o l a C a t h o l i c  e - B u l l e ti n  

Impelled by 

Christ’s call 

and inspired 

by the Holy 

Spirit through 

the work of 

the Ninth Gen-

eral Synod, the 

ministries of 

the Archdio-

cese of New 

Orleans, in un-

ion with the 

Archbishop 

and with one 

another, serve 

the people of 

the parishes, 

schools and 

organizations 

of the archdio-

cese in ena-

bling them to 

encounter Je-

sus and to wit-

ness with joy.  

 

 
 The Tricentennial Lecture Series will continue at Notre Dame Seminary on Wednesday, 

February 28, 2018, at 6:00 PM.  The topic will be Stones Made Sacred-The Sacred Art 
and Architecture of New Orleans.  The speaker will be architect Robbie Cangelosi.  

 The priests Lenten Morning of Prayer will be Thursday, March 1, 2018, at St. Maria 
Goretti at 10:00 AM. 

 A Light in Darkness, the ANO Human Trafficking Symposium will be Saturday, March 3, 
2018, at St. Maria Goretti at 9:00 AM. 

 The 175th Anniversary Mass for St. Peter Parish in Covington will be Sunday, March 4, 
2018, at 2:00 PM. 

 Confessions will be available in all parishes on three consecutive Wednesdays, March 
7th, March 14th, and March 21st, from 5:00 PM-6:30 PM. 

 The Archdiocese of New Orleans Convocation of Priests is scheduled for September  
       18-20, 2018. 
 

Some have asked for clarification on the issue of the use of Holy Water during Lent.  Be-
low is a response from the Vatican: 

“CONGREGATION DE CULTU DIVINO ET DISCIPLINA SACRAMENTORUM 

Prot. N. 569/00/L 

 March 14, 2000 

Dear Father: 

This Congregation for Divine Worship is able to respond to the question that the removing 
of Holy Water from the fonts during the season of Lent is not permitted, in particular, for 
two reasons: 

1. The liturgical legislation in force does not foresee this innovation, which in addition to 
being praeter legem is contrary to a balanced understanding of the season of Lent, which 
though truly being a season of penance, is also a season rich in the symbolism of water and 
baptism, constantly evoked in liturgical texts. 

2. The encouragement of the Church that the faithful avail themselves frequently of the 
[sic] of her sacraments and sacramentals is to be understood to apply also to the season of 
Lent. The "fast" and "abstinence" which the faithful embrace in this season does not extend 
to abstaining from the sacraments or sacramentals of the Church. The practice of the 
Church has been to empty the Holy Water fonts on the days of the Sacred Triduum in prep-
aration of the blessing of the water at the Easter Vigil, and it corresponds to those days on 
which the Eucharist is not celebrated (i.e., Good Friday and Holy Saturday). 

Hoping that this resolves the question and with every good wish and kind regard, I am, 

Sincerely yours in Christ, [signed] 

Mons. Mario Marini Undersecretary” 



 

Deaths 

Deacon Roland J. Bienvenu died on February 14, 2018, at the age of 84.  He is survived by his 
wife of 63 years, Marilyn, ten children, and their families.  A funeral Mass was celebrated by 
Archbishop Aymond on Monday, February 19th at St. Matthew the Apostle Church.  Please pray 
for Deacon Roland, his family, and all who mourn his death. 
 
Sr. Flavia Reed, M.S.C., a Sister of the Marianites of Holy Cross, died February 9, 2018.  Visitation 
was held at Our Lady of Wisdom Healthcare Center Chapel on Thursday, February 15, 2018 fol-
lowed by a Mass of Christian Burial.  Please join us as we keep Sr. Flavia and all who loved her in 
our prayers.  
 
Sr. Johnette Putnam, O.S.B., a Benedictine Sister, died February 4, 2018, at Mount St. Scholasti-
ca in Atchison, Kansas.  The Mass of Resurrection was celebrated there February 9, 2018.  Sister 
was a member of St. Scholastica Priory in Covington until it closed in 1988.  May she rest in 
peace.  

 Mark Your Calendars 

March 7, 2018                                     Confession available in all parishes, 5:00 PM-6:30 PM 

March 14, 2018                          Confession available in all parishes, 5:00 PM-6:30 PM 

March 21, 2018                        Confession available in all parishes, 5:00 PM-6:30 PM 

May 19, 2018                                          Transitional Diaconate Ordination 

June 2, 2018                             Priesthood Ordination  

June 23, 2018                                            Permanent Diaconate Ordination 

Sept. 12, 2018                                          Confession available in all parishes, 5:00 PM-6:30 PM 

Sept. 18-20, 2018          Priest Convocation for the Archdiocese of New Orleans 

May 18, 2019                                              Transitional Diaconate Ordination 

June 1, 2019                             Priesthood Ordination 

SECTION I-Continued 
A MESSAGE FROM THE ARCHBISHOP 
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SECTION II  
ACTION REQUESTED 

Pastors and parish secretaries are asked to please ensure response and follow-up on the items below 

N o l a C a t h o l i c  e - B u l l e ti n  

A letter from Archbishop Aymond and a new policy concerning Parish Share requirements were emailed to priests on 
Monday.  If you did not receive it, please check your diocesan email account.   
 

Crimestoppers in conjunction with NOPD, Law Enforcement, and the Project Good Samaritan Committee will present 
an active shooter training on February 24, 2018, at St. Stephen’s Full Gospel Church, 5600 Read Blvd. from 10:00 AM-
1:00 PM.  Officials say they are inviting clergy  of all faiths to collectively assemble and learn ways to prepare and 
respond to  an "active shooter" situation in their "house of worship".  

 

The presentation will also include a panel of law enforcement experts on active shooter situations who will be 
available for questions. The program will conclude with a short reception where networking time with their law 
enforcement partners will be provided. All communities of faith are invited to attend this event. Registration is free! 
 

Church officials interested in attending are asked to register free at info@crimestoppers.org.  For more information, 
please call Crimestoppers Clergy Outreach Coordinator, Brandon Boutin at 504-837-8477. 

 
Pastors/administrators are reminded that nominations for the Order of St. Louis IX Awards should be sent no later 
than March 1, 2018, to Mrs. Jonelle Foltz at the Clarion Herald via e-mail jfoltz@clarionherald.org, fax 504- 596-3020, 
or mail  to 1000 Howard Avenue, Suite 400, New Orleans, LA 70113.   
 

The awards ceremony will take place Sunday, May 6, 2018, at 3:00 PM  at St. Joseph Church, 1802 Tulane Ave., New 
Orleans. 
 

Parishes of fewer than 1,000 families may nominate one parishioner, and parishes of more than 1,000 families may 
nominate two persons.  Husband and wife are considered one nominee.  Please check carefully the spelling of each 
name, and forward it together with the nominee's address, zip, and phone number.  In the case of a married woman, 
please indicate her given name, e.g. Mrs. Joan Williams (not Mrs. Charles Williams).  Only lay Catholics in good 
standing are eligible for nominations.  
 

The medallion may only be received once in a lifetime of service to the Archdiocese. In the event that a nominee has 
already received the award from another parish or from the archdiocese in previous years, you will be contacted for 
another nominee.  
 

The official notification letter to recipients will be mailed to them during the first week of April by Archbishop Aymond 
and a copy will be mailed to their pastors/administrators.  Please call Mrs. Foltz at (504) 596-3036 with any questions.  

 
An Evangelization Coordinator’s Orientation meeting for those new to this area of synod implementation,  and for 
those who have not been through the orientation is scheduled for April 24, 2018 (Location to be determined).  To find 
out more information or to register call 504-267-9650. 

 
Parish administrative staff are invited to attend a Day of Reflection.  This event will offer participants an opportunity 
to rediscover wonder in the call to serve in the heart of Jesus' Church and be refreshed in the life-giving beauty of our 
Catholic faith! It will be led by Dr. Tom Neal, Professor of Spiritual Theology at Notre Dame Seminary. This event is 
sponsored by the Catholic Foundation as a gift to all those who work tirelessly in the parishes of the Archdiocese of 
New Orleans.  Two different dates/times are offered as follows: Tuesday, April 10, 2018, 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the 
Saint Joseph Abbey Christian Life Center OR Thursday, June 7, 2018, 8:30 AM to 3:00 PM at the Archdiocese of New 
Orleans Retreat Center. Space is limited so please sign up to reserve your spot. Registration information is included on 
the flyer you may download here. Feel free to contact Susie Veters, sveters@arch-no.org or 504-596-3042 for more 
details.  

mailto:jfoltz@clarionherald.org
https://nolacatholic.org/documents/2018/2/3-Day%20of%20Reflection%20Parish%20Staff.pdf
mailto:sveters@arch-no.org


 

SECTION III 
PARISH PUBLICITY 

Announcements below are made available for publicizing to parishioners via placement in parish bulletins, on  parish 
websites and social media, or other appropriate means    

 

Webinar on Elder Spirituality 
 

The Loyola Institute for Ministry invites you to a webinar entitled "Honoring Our Elders: A Biblical Spirituality" 
at 8:00 PM, Tuesday, March 6, 2018.  It will be presented by Christopher Bellitto who is author, most recent-
ly, of Ageless Wisdom: Lifetime Lessons from the Bible (Paulist Press). He will teach LIM’s History of Christian 
Spirituality course this summer.  To attend and review an archive containing recordings of this and past webi-
nars, go to http://cnh.loyno.edu/lim/webinars.  You may download a flyer here. 

 

Notre Dame Seminary Lay Programs: Now Accepting Applications  

Notre Dame Seminary is now accepting applications for all Lay Programs through April 13, 2018. NDS offers 
programs of Lay Formation, Ministerial Certification, and Graduate Studies. For more information visit 
www.nds.edu/laymasterprograms, e-mail maoffice@nds.edu, or call 504-866-7426 Ext. 741. 

 

Annulment Writing Workshop 

The Archdiocese of New Orleans will offer a writing workshop for persons seeking an annulment in the Cath-
olic Church or for persons responding to an annulment.  The workshop will be held in St. Clement of Rome’s 
Parish Center in Metairie.  The series will be for three (3) Saturdays, March 24, April 7, and April 14, 2018.  
Hours are 8:30 AM– noon.  The materials for the series cost $25.00.   

To register go to our website https://nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/annulment-writing-workshop. For more in-
formation, please call Cathy, 504-861-6243. 

 

Beginning Experience 

The Beginning Experience Weekend on April 6-8, 2018, is a wonderful healing opportunity for those suffering 
the loss of a spouse either through death or separation/divorce. Those who have attended this weekend 
attest to the new hope they have received and the powerful safe and loving environment they found in the 
experience. Under the sponsorship of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, Office of Marriage and Family Life, 
this International program has helped thousands navigate the road through grief. Call Jeani (985) 640-
8505 or Genevieve (504) 236-1052 for more information. 
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http://cnh.loyno.edu/lim/webinars
https://nolacatholic.org/documents/2018/2/4-Honoring%20the%20Elderly%20Webinar.pdf
http://www.nds.edu/laymasterprograms
mailto:maoffice@nds.edu
https://nolacatholicfla.regfox.com/annulment-writing-workshop


 

SECTION IV 
NEWS AROUND THE ARCHDIOCESE 

Following is news and information of general interest to the local Church 

 

Monthly Peace Prayer Walk 

The Office of Justice and Peace, Office of Racial Harmony, and Isaiah 43 Program are hosting their monthly 
Peace Prayer Walk on Tuesday, February 27, 2018. We will gather at 6:00 PM at the Incarnate Word Center 
located at 8326 Apricot St., NOLA 70118.  All are invited to attend as we follow Pope Francis’ calling to be in 
the community to encounter and dialogue with others to promote peace.  For more information, contact 
Kristina Gibson at (504) 310-8772.  You may download the flyer here. 

 

St. Cletus Lenten Parish Mission 

St. Cletus Church invites you to a Lenten Mission.  Deacon Glenn Harmon of Glenn Harmon Ministries, 
Hemet, CA, is our returning presenter.  The dates are March 19th, 20th, & 21st  - 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM.  This 
Mission, “New Beginnings, Back to Basics” is designed to strengthen our relationship with God, with our 
Church and with one another.  Plan to come and be prepared to be truly blessed.  You may download the 
flyer here. 

For any inquiries on the NolaCatholic e-Bulletin,  please contact Pastoral Planning and Ministries at 
planningandministries@archdiocese-no.org. 
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https://nolacatholic.org/documents/2018/2/5-Peace%20Prayer%20Walk.pdf
https://nolacatholic.org/documents/2018/2/6-Mission%20announcement.pdf


Archdiocese of New Orleans             Office of the Archbishop 

 

7887 Walmsley Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70125-3496 
Office (504) 861-9521 
Fax (504) 314-9614 
Email:  archbishop@arch-no.org 

 

March 1, 2018 

 

 

To:  Clergy, Religious and Laity of the Archdiocese of New Orleans 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ: 

 

I pray that your Lenten journey has been a time of drawing closer to Christ and respond-

ing to his invitation to conversion. 

 

As we identify an area of our life that needs change, we can be assured of God’s help for 

us to face our weakness and experience a change of heart.  Lent should include standing 

before our merciful God and asking for his forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconcilia-

tion, better known as Confession. 

 

Please be reminded that a priest will be available in every church in the Archdiocese of 

New Orleans for the next 3 Wednesdays (March 7, March 14, March 21) from 5:00 PM – 

6:30 PM.  The heart of Jesus is open and he invites you to know and accept his mercy. 

 

Whether we have been to Confession recently, or perhaps it has been many years, now is 

the time to know that his heart is open and eager to forgive. 

 

Let us remember one another in prayer as we continue this journey through Lent to the 

new life of Easter. 

 

Wishing you God’s blessings, I am 

 

Sincerely in Christ, 

 

 
 

 

Most Reverend Gregory M. Aymond 

Archbishop of New Orleans 

 

GMA/mk 

 

 

Please read at all Masses March 3-4 and print in bulletin. 
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