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Gary D. Penkala of the website Canticanova.com offers this Lenten 
Musical Checklist to help us re-focus our efforts in ensuring that our 
liturgical music conforms to the mind of the Church.

- Have you read the rubrics for Lent and Holy Week as contained in 
the Roman Missal? 
 

- Are you beginning to use some of the Propers in your Masses? Lent 
may be a perfect time to start introducing some of these. 
 

- What are you doing so that your congregation learns the correct 
Preface Dialogue music?
 

- Will you do something to make the Fourth Sunday of Lent (Lætáre 
Sunday) different from the others?
 

- Unify the Liturgy of the Word during Holy Week with common music 
from Responsorial Psalms & Gospel Acclamations for Holy Week
 

- Have you considered singing the poignant Reproaches on Good 
Friday? There are several simple a cappella versions.
 

- Can your choir handle SATB psalm refrains and verses? 
 

- Are you aware that the text and music for some of the responses in 
the Litany of the Saints for the Easter Vigil have changed in the official 
version found in the Roman Missal?

Lord, deliver us, we pray.
Lord, we ask you, hear our prayer.
Christ, graciously hear us.

- Shouldn't we be singing this official version of the litany with our 
congregations over someone's "creative paraphrase"?

CANTORS
- Have you read and prayed over the psalms you're singing during 
Lent and Holy Week?
 

SPRING SKILLS SYPMPOSIUM
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Our Lady of the Lake Roman Catholic Church
312 Lafitte Street, Mandeville

8:30AM-11:30AM | NO CHARGE
See Page 2 for Further Details

SERVING THE LITURGICAL MUSICIANS OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS

VOL. II, No. I NolaCatholic.org/LiturgicalMusic Spring 2020

A Lenten MusiciAL checkList

 - Do you know the Common Psalms of Lent?
Psalm 51
Psalm 91
Psalm 130

- Are you willing to move away from the microphone a bit and let the 
congregation hear themsleves?
 

- What about asking the organist to do a verse of one of the Lenten 
hymns without any accompaniment? You might even do an entire 
hymn, like the Closing Hymn, a cappella each week of Lent. Beyond 
just the refreshing change, that helps the congregation get used to 
singing without the organ — a skill to be fully engaged on Good 
Friday.

CHOIR MEMBERS
- As one of your Lenten practices, why not vow to be on time and fully 
attentive at every choir rehearsal?
 

- Work on at least one choral technique this Lent:
Proper, deep breathing
Precise enunciation
Good vowel production

- Use some Latin. How about Parce Domine or Attende Domine; or 
Pange lingua for Holy Thursday; or Crux fidelis for Good Friday; the 
Litany of the Saints for the Easter Vigil

ORGANISTS
- Have you given up your preludes, offertories, and postludes during 
Lent? This makes Lætáre Sunday different from the other four Sundays 
of Lent, and the Great Easter Vigil is vividly more exciting! Even when 
the organ does play — on Lætáre Sunday — it should still be Lenten 
music. Don't anticipate the festivites of Easter quite yet.
 

Do some verses of the Lenten hymns without accompaniment; 
perhaps even a complete hymn (like the Closing Hymn). This is a 
great way to get the congregation used to singing alone — something 
they should be doing on Good Friday. 

POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE TBA



SPRING SKILLS SYMPOSIUM
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Our Lady of the Lake Roman Catholic Church
312 Lafitte Street, Mandeville
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T R I E D  A N D  T R U E
T R I C K S  O F  T H E  T R A D E :
what wORKS with vOlunteeR chOiRS

• Choir Directors, Choir Members, Cantors, Ensemble Vocalists THIS IS FOR YOU!
• ‘Back-to-the-Basics’ of Good Choral Singing
• Instruction in Proper Breathing, Diction, Vowel Modification, Producing Good Choral 

Tone, Blending, Balance, Intonation, Rhythmic Accuracy
• Theoretical and Practical Application of Skills Learned
• Repertoire for Small/Varied Choirs 

SYMPOSIUM SPEAKER: 
Dr. Meg Frazier, DMA

Director of the School of Music & 
Director of Choral Activities,

Loyola University, New Orleans

SPACE IS LIMITED! REGISTER TODAY!
Visit: arch-no.org/musicevents
Email: worship@arch-no.org

Call: 504-861-6300
Sponsored by the Archdiocesan Commission on Sacred Music and the Archdiocesan Office of Worship

POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE TBA

POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE TBA



SPOTL IGHT 
O N  S K I L L S

by Berta Sabrio
Special to The Archdiocesan Musician

Chant: Do Not Be Afraid!

I am writing this as I return from an incredible 
week at the Winter Chant Institute at St. Meinrad
Archabbey in Indiana. What an awesome 
experience for me as I had the opportunity to 
sing with other lovers of scripture and to be 
reminded of the beauty of psalmody and its 
importance in every area of worship. Reflecting 
on the lessons of the week, I am reminded that 
even the most proficient among us still have 
MANY things to learn! I am so happy that all of 
you join me in your hunger for life-long learning! 
As we prepare for the Lenten season, I’d like 
to continue what we began in our last issue in 
paying homage to the importance of the words 
that we sing, andspecifically the WORD that we 
sing.

As a vocal performance major, I loved learning 
new arias but was afraid of and dreaded learning
the recitative that preceded. So many words! 
So few notes!!! UGH! What’s the point of this 
anyway? Can’t we just get to the pretty part? 
In opera, recits tell the story, and the aria just 
elaborates on a point or two and provides the 
beautiful “fluff.” The truth: Without the recitative
there would be no story — just a bunch of 
unrelated songs. Many of us face our chanted 
Psalm verses with the same disdain and fear; 
something to get through so we can get back 
to the more easily sung antiphon. Let’s look at 
some better ways to proclaim the chanted word 
so that the story gets told more effectively.

A Dictionary for the Modern Singer by Matthew 
Hoch defines recitative as “a type of singing that
resembles speech and closely follows the natural 
declamation of the text.” I think that’s a pretty
good definition of chant as well. Try singing your 
name or address on a psalm tone and see how
easily these words translate to the chant. The 

more familiar the text, the easier it is to proclaim.
Also, the more frequently you sing the notes of 
the psalm tone, the more confident you will
become singing that melody.
Start your weekly preparation by reading the 
psalm. Underline the words in each line that 
are most important. Speak the psalm out loud 
making sure to emphasize those words. Next, 
sing the text on a single note using the same 
phrasing and stresses you used when you were 
speaking. Let the specific text determine the 
pace. Notice that, since chant does not have 
meter and no specified number of beats, the 
length of each phrase may not be the same.

Once you have a good understanding of the text 
and the stresses of the syllables, practice each 
verse on the psalm tone. Remember, each verse 
doesn’t have to be the same duration. Ask your
accompanist to play only the open notes of the 
accompaniment and not the “black notes.” This
will allow you more freedom as you proclaim 
the text.

For many of us, the season of Lent will offer 
many more opportunities to chant the psalms. 
Take time to pray them and get them on your 
tongue and you will be blessed with an even 
greater understanding of these ever-important 
stories.

Berta Sabrio has presented 
workshops across the 
country and is a Certified 
Cantor Trainer for the 
National Association of 
Pastoral Musicians.

Berta serves as Pastoral 
Associate for Worship 
and Adult Faith as well as 
Director of Music at Saint 

Francis of Assisi Parish in the Archdiocese of 
Baltimore. Additionally, she is the Chair for the 
Liturgical Music Committee for the Archdiocese 
of Baltimore and Chapter Director for NPM 
Baltimore.



ARCHDIOCESAN 
FESTIVAL CHOIR

Dreux Montegut, Director 

ARCHDIOCESAN FESTIVAL CHOIR REGISTRATION
Visit: arch-no.org/archdiocesan-festival-choir

Email: worship@arch-no.org
Call: 504-861-6300

Each year, the Archdiocese of New Orleans Festival Choir gathers to sing for the Chrism 
Mass under the direction of Dreux Montegut. Singers from across the archdiocese 
are invited to sing for this special occasion. Since there is only one rehearsal, singers 
must have at least basic music reading skills and be able to sing in parts.

The 2020 Chrism Mass will be celebrated on 
Tuesday, April 7, 2020 at 10AM at Saint Louis Cathedral. 

Rehearsal will be on 
Monday, April 6, 2020 at 7:30PM at Saint Francis Xavier Church, 

Metairie.
 

To join the festival choir please contact the Office of Worship:
email: worship@arch-no.org,  call: 504-861-6300, or complete the form at the web 
address. When responding, please be sure to indicate soprano, alto, tenor, or bass.



DUSTY 
BENCHES

Saint Margaret Mary Catholic Church
1050 Robert Boulevard
Slidell, LA 70458

Accompanist

St. Margaret Mary Church in Slidell is in need of 
an accompanist for their noon Mass on Sundays. 

Call Jodi Connor at 985-641-6429.

Have a position available in your parish? 
Contact Betty-Ann Hickey at bhickey@arch-
no.org or Max Tenney at mtenney@arch-no.
org. 

Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
1501 West Causeway Approach 
Mandeville, LA 70471

Director of Music Ministry

Full-time Director of Music Ministry position open 
at Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church in 
Mandeville, Louisiana. Mary, Queen of Peace is a 
large suburban parish on the Northshore of New 
Orleans with a new Allen 3-manual organ, and 
Yamaha Grand piano. Responsibilities include 
oversight of the musical aspect of all liturgical 
events at the parish, which include five weekend 
Masses, a weekly school mass, Solemnities and 
Feasts, coordinating and maintaining the church 
sound system and setting up sound equipment 
for multiple performances throughout the year; 
directing three choirs, scheduling all music 
ministers; and supervising a paid Youth Choir 
Director and three accompanists. Wedding and 
Funeral coordinating is also expected, including 
worship aid editing and printing. Applicants 
should have a strong Roman Catholic faith, good 
knowledge of the liturgy, and a high degree of 
proficiency conducting, and developing voices. 
Degree in Voice Performance, Sacred Music, or 
Choral Conducting preferred. 

Send resume and CV to: 
Mary, Queen of Peace Catholic Church
ATTN: Father John Tran
1501 W. Causeway approach
Mandeville, LA 70471 

or email to kbaker@maryqueenofpeace.org



NEWS YOU CAN USE
Liturgical Music: Copyrights, Licensing, 

and Permission for Use
The following information outlines several principles and procedures having to do with music 

reproduction by parishes. Pastors and music directors are encouraged to contact the 
Archdiocesan Office of Worship with additional questions.

What is meant by copyright? “Copyright” is the legal 
protection of a creative work. Using a work without permission 
that is under copyright is against the law, and penalties can 
be financially severe. There is no exemption from copyright 
law for churches. Creative works are protected for 95 years 
(if published before 1978), or for the life of the creator of the 
work plus 70 years if published after January 1, 1978.

Why should a parish be concerned about reprinting 
copyrighted materials? Composers and arrangers rely 
on royalties for their income and publishers rely on sales. 
They cannot produce future resources without the money 
generated by the sale of their existing works. “Churches and 
other institutions have a legal and moral obligation to seek 
proper permissions and to pay for reprinting of published 
works when required” (USCCB, Sing to the Lord, 105).

Is it always necessary to seek permission to use a copyrighted music and text? Whenever a 
copyrighted work is reproduced in any form, permission must be obtained. This applies to worship aids,
bulletins, song books, handouts, and programs for special services, such as musicals, Christmas 
programs, and Lenten prayer services.

Where is copyright information indicated? Copyright information is frequently given at the bottom 
of the first page or in an index in the front or back of a hymnal or song collection. If no copyright 
indication is present, the work may be in the public domain, but this should be confirmed with the 
publisher. Often, works in the public domain are indicated by the designation “P.D.”

What music licensing companies are available to churches? Permission to reproduce most 
liturgical music may be obtained through the following companies, each of which offers several options 
for the purchase of licenses (e.g., annual, event, single occasion):

OneLicense.net • CCLI.com • ICELweb.org

In order to determine if a license will cover the use of a particular song, an online search should be 
performed on the respective company’s website. Note that, in individual instances, copyright permission 
may need to be obtained by contacting the individual who holds the copyright to a particular song, 
arrangement, or text. This contact information is usually found in the copyright holder’s index of a 
hymnal or online. 

What is “Creative Commons”? This license allows material to be copied or reprinted as needed for 
worship without obtaining permission or using a copyright license. The only use for which permission is
required is if the material is to be used commercially (i.e., sold). Attribution to authors and composers 
should still be given in worship aids and programs.                                                (Continued, overleaf.)



Is a license needed to reproduce only the words of a hymn? Hymn and song texts, as well as 
music, are protected under copyright laws. Additionally, copyrighted words cannot be modified without 
permission.  

How should a worship aid or program be formatted to indicate that a license has been 
obtained? The specific formatting of worship aids and programs are directed by the company which 
grants the license. This formatting indicates that the music is being copied with permission.

How long should a parish keep a copy of a worship aid for which copyright permission has 
been obtained? A copy of a worship aid or program should be kept on file for at least three years.

May a parish use a music book specific to a year (e.g., Breaking Bread 2019) after the year 
indicated? In these cases, parishes pay a copyright fee to use those music books only for the intended 
year. After the year has passed, the books must be discarded, and new music books should be purchased. 
Parishes who wish to use the same music book yearly should consider purchasing a hymnal and not an 
annual music book.

Where can a parish find out more information on copyright licensing? Additional information 
may be obtained by contacting the Archdiocesan Office of Worship.

A Liturgical Musician's Reflection
Gospel MT 5:38-48 
Jesus said to his disciples: “You have heard that it was said, An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth. But I say to you, offer no resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on your right 
cheek, turn the other one as well. If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand over 
your cloak as well. Should anyone press you into service for one mile, go for two miles. Give to the 
one who asks of you, and do not turn your back on one who wants to borrow. 

“You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy. But I say to you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be children of your heavenly 
Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the 
unjust. For if you love those who love you, what recompense will you have? Do not the tax collectors 
do the same? And if you greet your brothers only, what is unusual about that? Do not the pagans do 
the same? So be perfect, just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”

Be perfect! That’s a tall order. I want and strive for perfection, but in the end, I often end up with missed 
cues and typos. Since this Gospel passage doesn’t end with the apostles grumbling “Easy for you to say, 
we are struggling to even be mediocre,” there has to be more to Jesus’ statement. 

Jesus isn’t saying that we should agonize over our mistakes or that we are failures if we don’t achieve 
what the world considers perfection. Rather, for Jesus, perfection is being merciful, forgiving, generous, 
and just – and doing it to the full.

When we do more than the bare minimum; when we value people over results; when we show patience 
with the unrehearsed singer; gentleness to the demanding bride; understanding to the indecisive family; 
and forgiveness to ourselves, we are moving toward the perfection Jesus calls us to. A perfection which 
is found not in getting everything right, but in being loving, just as our heavenly Father is loving.

Prayer
God of compassion,
help us to not only treat others as we wish to be treated,
but to treat ourselves as temples of your Holy Spirit:
your holy, merciful, eternally loved children.

Betty-Ann Medeiros Hickey
Archdiocese of New Orleans, 
New Orleans, LA
Our Lady of Prompt Succor 
Parish, Westwego, LA





CONCERTS AT SAINT LOUIS CATHEDRAL 
Jackson square, new orleans
Dreux Montegut, Director of Music

STLOUISCATHEDRAL.ORG · CATHEDRAL@ARCH-NO.ORG · 504 525 9585

Sunday, March 29, 2020 | 6pM 
Spring Organ Recital 
Loriane Llorca 
Eleventh Young-Artist-in-Residence 

Sunday, April 19, 2020 | 3pM 
Spring Concert 
Saint Louis Cathedral Choir
Mozart's Coronation Mass and Te Deum
Dreux Montegut, Director 
~A New Orleans Tradition presented in the 
sonic splendor of the magnificent 
Saint Louis Cathedral!
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SAINT MARY'S ASSUMPTION CHURCH
62030 Constance Street, New Orleans, LA 70130

Robert G. Zanca, Organist & Director of Music
StAlphonsusNo.com | 504-522-6748

Sunday, March 29, 2020 | 3PM
ORGANIST BRUCE LUDWICK, JR.

Director of Music and Organist
Cathedral of Saint Paul, Birmingham, AL 

FREE ADMISSION

Performing works by Bach, Bovet, 
Vaughn-Williams, Guilmant, and 
others on the  1860 Simmons  
& Wilcox and 1971 Pels & 
VanLeeuwen  organs.





Dr. Jennifer Pascual
Organist & Director of Music
Saint Patrick's Cathedral, NYC

SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI CATHOLIC CHURCH
631 State Street, New Orleans, Louisiana 70118

Dr. Thomas D. Wright, Organist & Director of Music
StFrancisUptown.com | 504-891-4479

ORGAN DEDICATION RECITAL
SAINT FRANCIS OF ASSISI CAThOLIC ChuRCh, upTOwN NEw ORLEANS

SUNDAY, APRIL 26, 2020 | 3PM
- FREE ADmISSION - 

















Archdiocesan Commission on Sacred Music
Most Rev. Gregory M. Aymond, Archbishop of New Orleans

Executive Committee
Fr. Nile C. Gross, S.T.L., Director, Archdiocesan Office of Worship (ex-officio)

Mrs. Betty-Ann M. Hickey, Associate Director, Archdiocesan Office of Worship (ex-officio)
Mr. Dreux Montegut, Director of Music, Cathedral-Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France, (ex-officio)

Ms. Sharon Smode, Director of Music, Our Lady of the Lake, Mandeville
Mr. Max Tenney, Organist and Director of Sacred Music, Notre Dame Seminary (ex-officio)
Mr. Paul Wattigny, Organist and Director of Music, Immaculate Conception, New Orleans

Members-at-Large
Ms. Kristen Albarado, Organist and Director of Music, Saint Joseph, Gretna

Br. Ken Boesch, F.S.C., Organist and Director of Music, Saint Peter, Covington
Dr. Margaret Campo, Organist and Director of Music, Our Lady of Lourdes, Slidell

Mr. Richard Cheri, Director of Music and Liturgy, Our Lady Star of the Sea, New Orleans
Ms. Jodi Connor, Director of Music, Saint Luke the Evangelist, Slidell

Ms. Megan Dearie, Director of Music, Our Lady of the Rosary, New Orleans
Mr. Adelaide DePano, Assisting Musician, Our Lady of Prompt Succor, Chalmette/Archdiocesan Retreat Center

Ms. Veronica Downs-Dorsey, Director of Music, Saint Peter Claver, New Orleans
Ms. Debbie Fagnano, Organist and Director of Music, Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Belle Chasse

Mr. Louis Hackett, Director of Music, Saint Clement of Rome, Metairie
Mr. Eric McCrary, Organist and Director of Music, Saint Agnes, Jefferson

Ms. Lindsey Piattoly, Director of Music, Mary, Queen of Peace, Mandeville
Mr. Michael Piazza, Director of Music, Saint Anselm, Madisonville

Ms. Michele Starnes, Organist and Director of Music, Saint Pius X, New Orleans
Ms. Colleen Maher, Director of Music, Holy Name of Jesus, New Orleans

Mr. Greg Merritt, Director of Music, Saint Andrew the Apostle, Algiers
Mrs. Patricia Neal, Director of Music, Saint Philip Neri, Metairie

Mr. Brent Torres, Organist and Director of Music, Saint Joan of Arc, LaPlace
Mr. Thomas Wright, Organist and Director of Music, Saint Francis of Assisi, New Orleans

Mr. Tommy Zanca, Organist, Our Lady of Prompt Succor, Chalmette

7887 Walmsley Ave.
New Orleans, LA 70125

504 861 6300 worship@arch-no.org
nolacatholic.org/worship-office 


