
1. i ~J.\t; 

"The ~rQce of God our Saviour hath appeaxed to all men, in

s tructing us that, denying ungodliness and vrorldly desires, 

we should 11ve soberly, justly and godly in tbl a vrorld" . 

Titus I I- 11 , 12 . 



covnmTO~! 1 LOUISIANA 

'S PROGR4l! OF LI FE 

By COmllion consent the davm o~ a new y ear is an appropriate t~e for sober reflection 

and the formation of serious plans for the months that lie ahead . No man , be his voca

tion professional t comuercial or mechanical , can afford to leap into the dark or plunge 

heedlessly into an uncharted future, and yet hope to make a success of his life and call

ing . In the same sense , no christian who i8 truly conscious of his high calling to a 

life of intimate union with God , whose cons~t ion is the everlasting, entrancing vis i on 

of the face of God , can fail to take his bearings from time to time to make sure that 

he is directing his steps and efforts towards the right goal . 

Now that the emotion and glamour of the holiday season have subsided and that we 

find ourselves in a calmer mood we should be the bett er able to concentrate on our 



spiritual condition and outlook. We must , indeed , take a long, penetrating look backward. 

to find joy and encouragement in our achievements and triUmphs, and to find in our tailures 

cause for sorrow coupled always with the determination to learn wisdom and prudence from 

our bitter experiences . But , like the bold mariner , the dete~ned christian keeps his 

eyes fi~ed upon the stars , charts his course vnth precision and presses toreward towards 

the port, where reward. and rest awa1 t him. 

Twice during the Christmas period does the Church propose to us the seme chart or 

program. of life , first in the epistle of the Christmas Midnight Mass and again on the 

Feast ot the Ci r cUtlcision or New Year ' s Day. I t is an excerpt from the epistle of st . 

Paul to Titus . in which the Apostle to the Gentiles extols the coming of our Saviour as 

the means of instruct ing us in the wa.y of right 11ving . In a single verse does he sum

marize the christian ' s plan of lite : "Denying ungodliness and worldly deSires, we should 

live soberly, justly . and godly in this world". Truly, it t akes no grea.t powers of 



analysis to reoognize in these few words the very acme of human perfection, selfden1al , 

or the process ot clearance, and constructive building in sobriety , justice and godly 

living. 

The negative phase of the program of right living consists in putting aside un

godliness and worldliness . Two evils st and out perhaps even more conspicuously today 

than they did in the days of Paul - forgetfulness of God and the mad chase atter worldly 

pleasure and gratification . e hear much about the for gotten man and not enough about 

the forgotten God , the for gotten coxmn.andmenta , the forgotten religious practices, for

gotten virtue . There is much loud protesting and indignation about the destruction of 

human l ife and happiness by the 'lords, and quite rightly 80 , but too little recogni

tion of the insults hurled in the face of God by their atheism and destructive anti

christian propaganda. Never was godlessness or ganized , never the propaganda against 

christianity systematized so insidiouslY/ and in large measure also effectivel~ as ~ 

they are t oday. 



As we cast our eyes into distant lands , le t us not overlook the coldness and indiffer

ence towards religion that prevail in our midst , the progressive falling off in church ad

herence and church attendance, the growing lack of respect for the sanct!ty of the marriage 

tie and the home , the boldness with which virtue is derided and vice glorified in much of 

the current literature and certain forms of amusement . Let us not overlook the ne ge.t 1 va 

attitude towards religion and sound principles of morality in the schoolB, a negative at

titude that becomes positively hostile in the higher spheres of education, in the so-called 

secular college and university. 

The first step then towards a christian program of life consists i .n casting off not 

only godlessness and worldliness, but in shaking oft like\nse all indifference and lethargy 

in our religious life and practice . Everything that militates against God and godliness 

must be energetically trodden under foot j the ax must be laid firmly to the very roots of 

irreligion and licentiousness; the jungle of unbelief , agnostioism, doubt , listlessness and 
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sensuali t y must De thorou~lly clear ed , and the s01l made ready for the cultivation of sound 

virtue and the upbuilding of a strong christian character. 

itT iva sober ly, justly and godly" - what a wealth of sound principle these few words 

containt .~at wonderful lives can be bUilt up on this terse fo~ula of christian perfection! 

"Live soberly" - rest raint , moderation , sobriety in all things ! Sobriety in thought, 

sobriety in judging, sobriety in speech , sobriety in conduct ! - how rarely \7e find people 

who are well balanced, evenly tempered at all times, in all things, towards all persona ! 

And yet is not this sobriety the very key to peaceful and happy living! Does not the 

moderately gated individual derive out of life the gl'eatest benefits and contribute to his 

fellowman the greatest amount of happiness ! No matter in \'.!hi ch sense - spir1tually, morally 

or physically - that you choose to apply the "/ord "soberly", 1 t throws a spell over every 

human action and adds a charm that enobles every character. 

["'ive justly" - justice is a YlOrd much abused , little understood and too frequently 

misapplied . Literally it means that dispOSition of tlind and will which pl"ompts one to 
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give to everyone his due and deprive no one of what rightfully belongs to hie . It is the 

virtue that regulates human relations to one I s self I to one ' s fellowmen and to God. To 

~~ 
live justly nsans tCfthe -right s and needs of one ' s whole being - body , soul and all their 

faculties . To live justly means to treat our fellowmen with respect , consideration, fair

nSBs and charity . To live justly moans to respect the rights and property of other s and 

the clai..rIls they may have upon our service . To live justly means to perfom. honorably the 

duties which our vocation , profession or office damands of us . To live justly means to 

discharge honestly our duty in the administ ration of any trust , that private agreement or 

publ1c of"1ce y have committed to 1m . To live justly means to cheat, or defraud , or 

deprive no one by force or knavery of his rights or property . And this includes the rights 

and property of the state , the civil parish , the city or town, the entire body of citizens 

that make up the cOl:lln.unlty . To live justly neans to pay a living wa.ge to those who work 

Elnd tOil for us by the sweat of the brow. To live justly means to give t o God the homage , 

the love . the obedience, the serVice that we Ja.!I[ as creatures mre to the Creator . To live 



- 7
c:, 

justly means to keep Jesus Christ in the center of the universe and of human life as t~e 

Redeemer of the race , the light of the world , "the way , the truth and the life't , "lho gives 

to all that receive Him "power to be !'lade the Sona of God" . 

If these fundamental principles o:f justice were observed , how much misery 'Iiould be 

avoided, hON much cri~e eltninated, how nuch securi t y and happiness proooted ~ Had these 

principles been appreciated and observed by those charged in our ~~ate lnth public office 

and the administration of public funds , t here would have been no public scandals to dis 

tress , huciliate and undermine the co~ridence of the citizens of this sovereign State 

during the past six months . 

"Live godly" - The DOdern trend away from formal religion and church ai'filiation has 

resulted in bUilding up a sort of naturalism in religion and I'lora1ity . It is no longer 

the divine will that is recognized as the supreme guide of human life and conduct, but 

rathe r what men find in some way t o be conventional and convenient . Even \!Then the reality 

of God' s eXistence is not questioned , little heed is paid to Hie right to regulate the 



-8

conduct of nan and less attention is given to the laws vmich He has promulgated in tl~ com

mandments , throughout the Gospels and by His Church . Sobriety and justice may be merely 

natural guides of human conduct, but when coupled with godliness they are clothed with an 

authority at once supreme , all-compelling and exacting . To l1ve godly means to abide in 

the consciousness, that in all things and thro~ all th1ngs God is to be revered and 

served. To 11ve godly means to confonn one I s life to the principles , laws and ideals which 

God revealed as the expressions of His Sovereign iilL To live godly means to pattern our 

11ves after the examllle of the Son of r..od made man and a1'ter His holy teaching. To live 

godly means to accept the Church as the divinely constituted teacher of all truth and the 

safe interpretor of the divine will . To live godly meane 80 to regulate life that it .nll 

be a worthy preparation for the final purpose that God has set for human l1fe, namely the 

transcendant happiness of heaven, which God has prepared for those who love Him truly and 

Sincerely in deed and fact as 'Hell as by profession . 
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This then is the program of the christian 11fe , which St . Paul has outlined for all 

followers of Christ - "denying ungodliness and worldly desires, we should live soberly , 

justly and godly in this wrld lt - But there is another thought v.it.ich the Apostle adds, and 

this gives inspiration and direction to the program. - "lOOking for the blessed hope and 

coming of the glory of the great God and our Saviour J esus Christ" - Therein lies the 

motive and incentive of the christian philosophy of life. Beyond life's burdens and 

battles, its joys, Barrows and disappointments/ there is "the blessed hope and coming of 

the glory of the great God" - God w11l have His day , the day in which He will come to 

reveal His great power and majesty to all. h\lLl.Blli ty at the end of the Vlorld - the day of 

reward for the faithful and true : "Come ye blessed of my Father into the kingdom prepared 

for you from the foundation of the earth" - But that day shall be anticipated individually 

for each of us, when life ' s shadows fall to envelope us in the darkness that precedes the 

effulgence of light, which shall reveal the glory of God. 
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'/ithout that blessed hope what is the r e to life? I t is not to be wondered at tha'l 

with the advance of irreligion and godlessness, gloom, despair, abandon , murder and sui

cide are on the increase . With that blessed hope men ' s hearts are steeled with determina

tion and courage t o make every effort and sacr ifice in the cause of righteousness . Earthly 

pleasure means nothing to the man that keeps his eye fixed on the joys of heaven; earthly 

wealth holds no temptation for the man that envis i ons the treasure stored up through noble 

deeds, "where neither moth nor rust consume" ; tranSitor y human honors offer no false at

traction to the man who knows that there awaits him a crown of glory , .,hioh shall adorn 

the brow of every faithful servant of the all high God . 

Holy Name men and friends , may the program of lite be your char t for the new year 

and for all the years that the Lord may give you on earth . BY you at all times be true 

children of God , sincere followers of Christ , devoted Bans and daughters of Holy Mother 
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Church, worthy citizens of the state, true patriots and edifying, benevolent helpful 

ne1ghbors. All this you will be if you fol l ow the program of the A.postle - "denying 

ungodliness and worldly desires , 11va soberly . justly and godly in this world, looking 

for the blessed hope and coming of the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 

Chirst" . 



ASH WEDNESDAY ~1IGHI' , 1940--- 1;) W • W.L RADIO SI'ATION 

Last night at the str oke of t we l ve thel'e came to an abrupt end the day of revelry, 

which under the suggestive title of Mardi Gras or Fat Tuesday mar ks t he climax of the 

glitter and splendolU' of the Carni val Season, which has for more than a month occupied 

the center of the social stage of New Orleans , t he Oity Beaut1~ Neither the icy 

inds that will make memor able t he month of January 1940 in the annals of the Sout hland , 

nor the chil ling rains that flooded City and count ryside , a s the festivi t i es ware moving 

r apidly towards the climax , had power to chill the ardour or dampen the enthusiasm of 

a populace accustomed for generations to look forward to thi s annual holiday wi th keen 

expectation and zest . No , not even the speotres of unemployment and poverty , nor the 

pinch of hunger and want, whi ch unfortunately still haunt a lar~e portion of our popu

lat ion, seem to r epress the general craving for a holiday , Carefree and unrestrai ned , 

that is uppe:nn.ost in t he t hought and dominant i n t he will of t he va.ried s t rata t hat 
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compose our cosmopolitan social st ructure . 

It would indeed give a noble touch and tone to much or the int ensified planning and 

high- po\'iered publicizing t hat character ize t he approac.h and progress of the Carnival 

season, if there were included some provisi on for the poor and needy. When the Romans 

planned a holiday t hey not only amused t he populace with a shOW, vibich t hey called the 

Circenses , but t hey also r emembered the poor with food and ot her necessi ties , so that 

"panem et circenaes - bread and the circus" became a byword among them. Of course , we 

know t hat the preparations f or the carnival provide employment fo r l arge numbers during 

~4eeks and even months of the year . Nevertheless , we hope t hat s~e day t he l avi Bh ex- . 

pendit ures bestowed on carnival balls , pageants, parades and costumes may be in a 

measure sanct ifi ed by the t ouch of charity. Remembering the poor at this trying season 

of the year, as we r emember t hem amidst festivi ties at Thanksgiving and Christmas , 

would cert ainly prove a worthy innovat ion. 
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TRJlNSITION 

Nel'l Orleans has again had its Roman hol i day. Today the crowns and trappings of make 

believe r oyalty , t he fantasti c aocount rements of f ai ryland , t he f r ivolous and monstrous 

di sguises of buffoonery are al l laid away in chest s and sto red in attics for anothe r year, 

many never again to be worn by the s ame :persons. The cycl e of t welve months brings many 

changes and records many vacancies l 

Today New Orleans has once Tflore returned from it s dream castles to st ern reali t i es 

the real ity of serious occupations, keen competi t ion, earnest str iving in busi ness, indust ry 

and profession. Today New Orleans has done somet hing more - christ ian-mi nded men and 

omen, young and old, have heeded the exhortation borrowed by Mother Church f rom t he 

prophet of old : "Let us change our gannents for ashes and sack cloth: l et us fast and 

lament before t he Lord: for God is plenteous in mercy to f orgive our sins" (Joel 2, 13) 

Li teral l y chri sti an-mi nded New" Orleans haa exchanged i t s fe sUve garments tor wor kaday 
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attir e and knelt before the city's t hree score altars t o r eceive Wi t h heads bowed in 

humil ity t he blessed ashes , symbolic of penance and t he transitor1nesa of human life . 

still ringi ng in our ears and beating at the doors of our consciences 1s the solemn 

admoni t ion of the Chur ch ut t e red by the pri est in t he simpl e oeremony: WRamamber , 0 

man, that thou art dust and unto dust thou shalt return" - Thus wi th a r eminder of death, 

imposed by God on Adam and Eve 1n the Garden o f Eden as a punisbment f or s1n, has the 

season of Lent once more s upe r ceded t he mundane gaiety of a car ef r ee carnival to 1"8

mind us that life has a meaning that transcends t he st a r s. Thank Go d , Loui s i ana and 

Ne\f Orleans have the reputat ion of t aking Lent seriously! 

ATONEt{ENT J'UlID Moo-aUENT 

Two fundamental spiritual ideas underlie the i nst itut ion called Lent - atonement 

and amendment. But behind these two ideas t here i s a still more fundamental i dea , the 

idea of sin. Neit her atonement nor amendment would have a meaning, if t here were not 
something for which to atone , 

in human l1fe,..(something that must be amended . An age t hat has t o a lar ge extent 
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repudiated , if not God Himself, at least the bindi ng force of.' His commandment s, has 

quite naturally also lost the concept of sin~~ an offense aga inst God, as somethi ng 

for which atonement or satisfaction is due, as a di sorder in human life t hat must be 

corrected. 

Much is made of aocalled vagar ies of.' personal conduct as deviations from the 

standards of decency and self-res pect, little is said about the violation of.' God's 

law that i s involved, v/hen a man lies or steals, 1s unchast e or perjures hims elf . Great 

stress is justly laid upon the violation of the civil code, when public offi ci als, un

l awfully appropriate, divert or squander public funds , but littl e or nothing 1s said 

about the divine co~andments that are broken, the inexorable law of just ice that is 

str ained, the moral consc i ence t hat is burdened i n these act s of infidelity , of dis

r egard f or public interest, of defiance of public sentiment. Upon the man or woman 

who breaks the marri age tie, aBD desecrat es the home and di srupts the f amil y , there 
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is often lavished an abundance of maudlin sympathy, but no heed is paid to t he he i nous

ness in the~e8 of God of t hese violations of t he commandment s that read: "Thou shalt not 

oommit a.dulter y" and "Thou shalt not covet thy nei ghbor's wife" - Defamation of character 

is condemned as libel only when it can be legally proven; no consi deration is given to the 

f aot t hat t his is one of the ways in which is vi olated t he divine l aw: "Thou shalt not 

bear false witness agai nst thy neI ghbor". 

In other wo r ds , beside and befo re the :fact that perjury , disobedienoe , murder, adult er y, 

~purity, t heft and lying are violations of human laws and social standards , t hey defy 

rundamentally the laws of God and mer1t His displeasure , condemnation and punIsnment. 

Thi s 1s sin and the malice of sin - This i s the root-evil that throwes i nto disorder, in 

f act di srupts the rel ationship between the creature and the Creator, bet ween man and God, 

between child and Fathe r. No deep t heological knowledge but just a gra1n of common s ense 

is r equired to r eal ize that such an act dene.nds sat isfact ion, and satisfact i on in the 

f orm and measure prescribed by the offended God, Creator and Father. Such a r ealization 
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caused Davi d to exclaim: "Wash me yet more from my i n l quity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

For I know my iniquity, and I'ly sin is always before me . To fbee only have I Sinned , and 

have done evil before Thee." (Pa 50, 4-6) 

MERCY MlD FORGIVENESS. 

l'lhen t he prophet exhorts us , through the Chur ch , "to fast and lament befor e t he Lord", 

he is prompt to r emind us t hat "our God is plenteous in mercy t o forgiva our s ins". 

Penance through pr ayer, fast ing and almsgiving is t he theme song of the l enten liturgy 

of t he Church, but throughout there r ecur again and again as a lei tmotif the sweet strains 

of dl vine mercy , i nspi r ing hope, coura ge and s t rength. Again and a~ain we a re r eminded 

in the offi c ial pr~yers of t he Church , that our wor ks of atonement are not i n vain, if' 

they proceed from. a spirit of s incerity: "A s ac rif i ce to God is an affli cted spi rit, a 

contrite and humbl ed heart, 0 God, Thou wilt not despise ". (Pa . 50 , 19) 

Thus the lenten season becomes. by a strange paradox, the s e ason of the humili a t ing 
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reali zat ion of our sinfulness and the season of an exhilarat ing consci ousness of t he in

finitude of d1vine mercy, the season in which we descend to t he l owest dept hs of self

contempt because of the heinouanes s of our sins, and yet are l i fte d up by t he lovi ng 

hands of divine mercy , through t he tulness at God's pardon , t o the f ullest part icipat i on 

in His grace and love . Thu.B conceived and understood, t he l ent en season should find us 

in that mood to which the Saviour ref ers, when He says: "When you t ast , be not as t he 

hypocri tes , sad . For t hey di sf i gure the i r f aces , that t hey may appear to men to t ast . 

Amen, I say to you , t hey have rece~ved their r eward. But t hou , when thou fast est, 

anoi nt thy head and wash thy f ace; that t hou appear no t to men t o f ast , but to thy 

ather Who i s in secret , and thy Father Who seeth in secret wi ll r epay t hee" (Hat. 6, 1 6-18) 

"God loveth a cheerful giver", more when the gift is hardX self-di sci pline and per sonal 

sacrifi ce , than when the gift is a dole gi ven out of our abundance . 
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AMENIl~ 

t 

A patient endure s b6tter medi cines, severe t r eatment and t he risk of a crit i cal 

surgical oper at i on , not because he l oves the s e s everities or derives a sort of sadist i c 

pleasure out of t hem. He submi t s to t hese measures in order that he may at tain healt h 

and neVI st r ength. 

In a simil ar mood t he christ i an s oul submit s t o the penance s and humiliat i ons of 

lent for t he ult imate purpose of spirit ual betterment . The desir e and intent ion of 

amendment i s the condi t iOll fo r meri tor i ous atonement ; genuine r e f ormat ion of l i fe i s 

t he goal , the crovming a chievement, t he t ouchstone of a successful l enten seaBon . Be 

our faults great or smal l , be our sins fell or many, mere pe ccadill os or of the kind 

descr ibed in Holy Writ as red as scar let or a s crying t o heaven f or vengeance, ther e i s 

always room , t ime and hope fo r improvement, as l ong as we dwell in the s t ate of inper

fection that is peculiar t o all things earthly . 

This str i v i ng fo r pe rsonal betterment is a r eal chal l enge t o the power s of the 
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soul - to the mind to realize , t o the wil l to det er.mlne , to the heart to love the things 

that make f or a better , a nobl er , a more peacef ul lif e of union \rlth God . striving to

tarde that end with conf i dence and cour age, through prayer and self -denial, w11l make l ent a 

pertod of int ense int erest , satisfaction and even joy; i t w11l make Easter a feast of 

personal triumph , as well as a oommemoration of Christ ' s victorious Resurrection . 

REl.rovnm '£HE 11 

I have before me a cart oon in which a coupl e of days ago one of our l ocal newspaper s 

very oleverly pictured a carnival fIgure wearing a jovial mask . The maek was represented 

as partIally r emoved , so as to r eveal t he hooded figure behind it . That figure was 

death with a skelet on face, holding in his fleshl ess hands the symbolic scythe . The 

jovial mask 1s labeled "Carnival Oarelessness", on the scythe is the inscription "The 

Tragedy" . The whole was intended as a solemn warning not to allow carelessness to mar 

the feast by some dire preventable tragedy. 
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That cartoon mi ght also represent anyone of us , you or me , who behind the mask 

ot seeming health and strength , beneath the flesh that clothes the body' s frame , carry 

concealed the dreaded spectre death , ready at a moment's notice to lay us low with a 

sweep of his ever ready scythe . A heart attack , an auto accident , same rapidly working 

germ - anyone of a hundred causes may car r y us over into the gr eat beyond , from which 

there is no r eturning . Are we prepared to face our God? "Remember man that thou art 

dust , and unto dust thou shalt return" . 

Again the jovial mask may represent the semblance and pretence of righteousness , 

with whi ch so many face t he wor l d , wh:ile behind t he mask there lurks the skeleton of 

vice, the death of sin , the charred bones of a wrecked existence, the bare shadow of 

a life ill spent . Inevi tably the scythe will t ake i ts toll ; what lrlll be the fate of 

souls such as these, when they stand before the j udgment seat of God to r ender their 

account? 



-12

serious thought s t hese, call them a ni ght mare , if you vnll , but they fit i nto t he 

program for lent. This is the season fo r unmasking and f acing r ealities, at least in 

the secrecy of our private meditat i ons , self- examinat i ons and prayers. This is the 

acoept able t ime of mercy, of hope , of courage f or all who are in earnest about t hei r 

soul ' s salvation , fo r all who are not afr aid t o f ace themselves . This i s the ap

propriate time t o at one for sin , f or avari ce, di shonesty , hypocricy , unchastity and 

all that is amiss in our pe rsonal l ives , in our relations with our fel loWX!len , in the 

conduct of our business , profession or vocational occupation . This i s a t ime for 

analyzing the sincerit y and constancy of our service of God , to determine whether we 

are mask-wear ing sham chr isti ans , or whether our religion i s a reality that can stand 

the searching t est of t he col d light of Ash Wednesday morn . 

Yes I now t oo 1s the time of at onement through the virtue of vicarious subatitu

tioD. for t he publ1c scandals , ugly cr imes , fl agrant i njust1ces , outrageous calumnies , 
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vicious slanders , peace - disturbing agitations, Which have dur ing the past eight mont hs 

poisoned our atmospher e , shocked t he sens ibili t ies and wounded t he pride of honorable 

cit izens , humiliated our state before t he nation and t hreat ened to undermi ne its credit. 

In the words of Isr ael t s prophet l et us cry out: "Spare , 0 Lord , spare thy people ; and 

give not t hine inherit ance to the r eproach". (J"oe1 2, 1'7) 

ff"hen we set forth to greet t he Risen Saviour on Easter morn we should be able to 

hold aloft in our hands t he palm of Victory, soma positive proof that lent has had a 

purging , purifying eff ect upon our 11ves and characters. Outward observances would 

become meaningless gestures , shameful hypocrisies , without t he evidence of since re 

effort t owards amendment. "Be converted t o me , saith the Lord , with all your heart, 

in fast ing, and in weeping , and in mourning. Rend your hearts and not your gannent s , 

and t urn t o the Lord your God; for He 1s gracious and mer ciful , pat i ent and r ich in 
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mercy , and ready to repent of t he evil" (~oel 2 , 12-13) - Better men and women, kinder 

neighbors , more conscientious wo r ker s and managers , more public spirit ed citi zens, more 

consistent and mor e constant chr istians should our indi vidual and communal lent en efforts 

produce . Truly , t hen , woul d t hese effort s be a work worthy of God's most abundant bless

ings and a consmmnation t hat would fill all hearts with joy and thanksgi ving . 

To t his end may we conclude with the fervent wish t hat t he period of lent may be 

one of spi r itual consolat ion and st rength to all our f ellow Citizens, whom we i nvite to 

join wi th us in t he fol l owing prayer . 

"We pray Thee, 0 God of might , wisdor.l and just i ce , through Whom aut hority i s 

rightly administered , laws are enacted and j udgment decreed, assist with Thy Holy 

Spiri t of Counsel and f ortitude , all who are appointed to guard our welfare , spiritually 

and materi ally , that they may be enabled , by Thy powerful protection , to di schar ge the 

dut ies of their r espective st at i ons with honesty and abil i ty. 
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"e r ecommend l ikewise to Thy unbounded mercy all our brethren and fellow cit izens, 
\ 

throughout thes~ United states, that t hey may be blessed in the knowledge, and sanctified 

i n the observance of Thy most holy l aw; that t hey may be preserved in union, and in that 

peace which t he world cannot give; and after enJoying t he bles s ings ot 111"e , be ad

mitted to t hose which are eternal - through the merits of Jesus Ohrist. our Lord and 

Saviour. Amen. 
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~ EAS1'ER SUNDAY - 1940 

\, 111 1'1 L Radi o St at ion/y 

Dearly Beloved Friends i n Chr i st :

A tew weeks ago the dai ly preas portrayed the pathetic figure of a prominent lecturer 

standi ng i n the middle of a bridge in the heart at one of our l argest ci ties . His ex

pression gave every indi cation of conoentrated attent ion , wit h every muscle set and eyes 

peer i ng wistfully into t he hazy a~osphere , as though ardently expect ing t he appear ance 

ot someone wi th whom he had a most important appointment . Ye s, t here was , it seems, a 

compact made by this gentleman With a celebrat ed attorney and professed agnostic , who 

had agreed on the anniversary of hi s death to greet hi s surviving fri end at this very 

spot . But t he tryst failed for r easons that we may only surmise l.mt il t he day at 

univer sal r evealment will make mown all things hi dden f rom t he foundat ion of the earth. 
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A SACRED Cm.!PACT 

Ninet een hundred years agp t here was compacted another t ryst, a tryst whi ch for 

all humanity was of most momentous importance . On the eve of His passi on , at t he con

clusion of that memor able final r eunion that ser ved as t he setting for t he institut i on 

of the Most Holy Eucharist , as the iDmemori61 token of Hi s love , J esus Christ assured 

t he Apos t les t hat He should rise from t he dead and meet them agai n in Galilee : "But 

after I shall be risen again , I will go before you int o Galilee" - (Mat . XXVI , 32 ) . 

That tryst fai led not l Tragic were t he events which f ollowed in quick succession 

t hat peaceful scene in the supper room. In an agony that drew blood f r om the pores of 

Hi s countenanoe the Son of Man wrestled in t he Garden of Get hsemane wi t h t he vi sion of 

the torture s and manner of death that had been decreed as the price of the Redemption 

of mankind. The betrayal by Juda s , the ruthless cruelty of the ribald, bloodthi rsty 

mob ,t hat escorted Christ from Gethsemane and frcm tribunal to tribunal , f1nally also 
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to Oalvary, the humiliation at the mocktrials betore a perverted Sanhedrin, a fickle 

Roman governor and a profligat e Galilean king, the cruel scourging and sham coronation 

at the hands of brutal soldiers, the final condemnation, t be painful j ourney t hrough 

the streets of Jerusalem, an agonizing crucifixion and finall y death ~idst t he t aunts 

and ridicule of a frenzied multitude - all these seemed anything but a fitting prepara

tion for the prophesied triumph ot a glorious Resurrection. 

And yet amidst the turmoil of seeming fail ure t here we r e other happeni ngs that gave 

cumulative promise of a final triumph. l'/hen t he God-man breathed forth His soul into the 

hands of His heavenly Father, "there was darkness over all t he earth ---- and the sun was 

dar kened" (Luke XXIII, 44-45); "and the veil of t he t emple was r ent in t wo from the top 

even to t he bottom, and the earth quaked, and the r ocks were rent" (Mt . XXVII , 51); t he 

Penitent thief received a promise of paradise and the Roman centurian made an edifying 

and, we t rust , salutary prof ession of faith exclaiming: "Indeed t his was the SOn of God" 

(Mt. XXVII, 54). It se d as t hough even inanimate nature was st rained or arose in 
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protest, when its Creator - become man - succambed to human cruelty and injustice , while 

the r ent veil of the temple served noti ce that the mysteries of t he Law of Moses had been 

superceded by a new sacrifice and a new dispensation. These were por tents that the 
or in j ustice 

Crucifixion was not the execut ion of an ordinary victim of human justic~, but an event 

that shook to their roots the foundations of t he earth. 

THE TRYST IS KEPr 

There f ollowed two days of s ilent watching and mourni ng beside the sepulchre that 

enshri ned t he mortal remains of the Him. '{lila had said "Destroy t his temple (namely of my 

bOdy) and in ' three days I will r a ise it up" (Jno . III, 19 ). Lo, at dawn upon t he t hird 

day the miracle happened , as tol d stmply by the Evangelist Matthew: "Behold there was 

a great earthquake. For an angel of the Lord descended from heaven : and cOllI.i ng , roll ed 

back the stone and sat upon it: and his countenance was as lightning , and his raiment 

as snow. And for fear of him, the guards were struck with terror, and became as dead 
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men" (Mt . XXVIII, 2-4). 

Then in rapid succession pi ous women and f a ithful disci ples find the t omb empty , 

wit h only the carefully folded shrowds as evi dence of the burial; the guards report to 

t he chief priests t he events of the morning and accept fram t hem a bribe to spread the 

lying r umor t hat t he body· of the Cruci fi ed One had been s t olen; Mary Magdalen meets 

her Saviour in the garden , disciples entertain Him on t he way to and in t he inn at 

Emmaus; to the ent ire gr oup of frightened Apost les He appears, to chi de t hem "with 

the i r increduli t y and hardness of heart"; Thomas the skept ic places his finge r s in t he 

cavit i es lef t by t he nails and in the opening made i n t he s ide by the sol dier ' s l ance , 

drawing f r om him. t he confession ''My Lord and My God" (J"no. XX, 28 ) . 

And finall y the tryst is kept in Galil ee ! Once on t he shores of the beauti ful and 

beloved sea of Tiberias, whither the Apostl es had sone a- f ishi ng, but without success • 

.As t hey drew their empty boat s cl ose t o shore in the morn i ng , one \tho seemed a str anger 

directed t hem to cast t heir net s agai n to the r ight s ide of the ship . And 10 , " They 
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were not abl e to draw it for the multitude of fishes," and t he number was one hundr ed 

f ifty t hree . DDnediately t hey recognized Jesus, Vfuo had not only guided t hem in t he 

cast i ng of their net but also prepared for them a r epast of bread and fi sh. 

That was t he setting whi ch J esus chose t o extract from Peter the t r iple declara

tion of l ove : "Lord thou knowest all things: Thou knowest that I l ove Thee" . And to 

confer on him the f ulness of the past oral office over Hi s entire christian f l ock in 

the ever memorable tri ple charge : "Feed my lambs - Feed my lambs - Feed my sheep." 

At the same time Chri st f oretold to Pet er the manner of hi s death : "When thou shal t be 

old , thou shalt stretch forth t hy hands, and anot her shall gird thee , and lead thee 

hit her thou wouldst hot" - Thi rty and more years lat er Peter must have remembered that 

prophesy , as on the hill called Vati can in Eternal Rome he s tretched out his hands on a 

cross t o offer hi s life i n t es ttmony of his faith in the Master,and as a seal of t he 

love which he had professed so eloquent ly by t he Lake of Gennesaret on that beaut i ful 
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spring morning after Chri st ' s r esurrecti on . Peter died but the visible shepherd of 

Christ ' s flock 11ves on in t he person of Pius XII, hi s t wo hundred and sixty-fir st suc

cessor , who t oday has his seat of authority over the tomb of Peter on t he same Vat i can 

hill by the Tiber. May God continue to bless h im in t he exercise of his s upreme pas 

t or al off i ce and cr own his untiring eff orts to bri ng i nto a distracted world peace and 

charity and justice. Thus we greet h im with profound r everence this East er day . 

And once again did t he risen Christ keep the tryst with Hi s Apostles in Galilee , 

some of them still doubt ing. Thi s time one of Galilee' 8 beautif'ul mount ai ns was blessed 

with t he meeting; perhaps where once He had f ed the multit udes on a few loves of bread 

and a few fishes ; or Vias it where Peter , J ames and John had s een Him t r ans1'igured? At 

any rate t he spot i s foreve r hallowed by t he ringi ng mandate of the r isen Saviour , t hat 

has inspi r ed the missionary l abor s of the Church these nineteen hundr ed year s : "All 

power is given to me in heaven and 1n earth. Going therefore t eaoh ye all nations : 
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baptizing them in the name of' the Father, and of t he Son, and of' the Holy Ghost : 

Teaching them to observe all t hings what soever I have commanded you: and behold I am 

with you all days, even to the conaunmation of' t he world". (Mat . XVIII , 18-20) . 

Spurr ed on by t his i nspir ing mandate t hat little band of fishermen no longer 

doubt ed t hat thei r Mast e r had actually r i sen f rom the dead . Under the compelling 

force of conviction , that they had seen, heard and t ouched Him, had even partaken 

of food from His sacr ed hands , t hey launched upon their apostolic labours with a 

zeal , whose fire the vicissitudes of nineteen centuri es have not been able to ex

tinguish . St ill convinced that ber Redeemer livet h and abidet h wi t h her , the Church 

11ves on , teaching and sanct ifyi ng the souls of men, enobling and energizing human 

life through spiritual ideals , giving to man ' s existence t he one sat i sfying incentive 

and inspir at ion , that l i ke his Redee.mer , he t oo shall one day rise to a life of glory 

and enduring bliss. 
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THE PIVOTAL FEAST 

Such is the story of the Resurrect ion, the full interpretation of Easter , the 

J;>ivot.al feast of t he christian dispensation , the climactic event 1n t he s t ory of the 

Redemption, wi thout which t he entire structur e of christian fa i th would crumble into 

dust . The words of st . Paul bear out this startling thought . Writing to " the Church 

of God t hat is at Corinth", he says : "If Christ be not r isen again , your f aith is 

vain . For you ar e yet in your sins . Then they also that are fallen asleep in Christ , 

are perished . Ii' i n th i s l ife onl y we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most 

miserable . But now Christ is risen f r am the dead , the fi r st fruits of them t hat 

sleep" (I Cor . XV, 17-20) . 

That the Son of God became incarnate is a wonderful manifestation of divine love 

and a marvelous proof of God' s biercy : "God so loved the Vlorld , as to give his only

begotten Sonj that whosoever believeth in ~) may not perish, but may have life ever

lasting" ;rna . In , 16) . 

http:J;>ivot.al
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That the God-man should spend Hi s 11fe in poverty , humi11 t y and self-denial , should 

teach by word and example to the children of men t he ways of God , is an astounding 

demonstration of di vi ne condescension . That, invoking even His elivine power, He should 

have compassion on the multitudes , the Sick, the halt, the blind, the deat , the dumb, 

even t o the unfortunate leprosy stricken outcast, was a most eloquent testtmoney of 

love sublime, that has served to stir the hearts of men down through the ages . 

That the Son of man should be accessible to a Nicodemus seeking light and guidance 

in the peaceful t wilight hours of meditation , and be equally willing in the bustle of 

high noon to welcome little children into His presence and send them oft with a bene

diction, reveals in Htm human qualities, that have made His character em1nently cbarm

ing and lovable . 
, 

That the same God-man , so engaging in character, 80 wise in cotmsel and so potent 

in action should submit voluntarily to the humiliation of the cross with all the 
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attendant circumstances of treachery , ingratitude , i njust1ce , cruelty and the very 

depths of human hatred gives proof abundant of that acme of love, which the Sav10ur 

Himself described so inspiringly i n an ~periBhable sentence : "Greater love t han th1s 

no man hath, that a man lay down his lif e f or h i e friends" (Jno . XV, 13) . And that 

f r am the cross He could look out upon a frenzied , pass1on- crazed , cursing , execrat i ng 

multitude and cry out : "Father , forgive them , f or they know not what tbey do" 

(Lk. XXII , 34) , mar ks the very zenith of charity and mer cy, t hat could emanate only 

fro~ a heart divinely excelling in love and throbbing with a mer cy t hat surpasses 

human understanding. 

And yet wi t h all their attendant majesty and exalted sublimity, the mysteries 

of the Incarnation , Birth , Hidden Li fe and Public Ministry, the Passion and Death of 

Jesus Christ would all have ended in the cold emptiness and appalling silence of a 

t omb hewn into the rock-ribbed hill side of Calvary , had He not kept the tryst with 
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His Apostles by the Lake of Tiber ieB and on t he mountaintop in Galilee : "After I shall 

be risen again , I will go bef ore you i nto Galilee" . 

Wi thout t he Resurrection of Christ t he nineteen cent uries of chri stianit y that are 

passed and the uncounted cent uries of christ ian t eachi ng , sanct i ficat ion and culture 

t hat lie ahead would be inconceivable . Only f a ith in this event , wQll established by 

incontrovert ible t est imony of eye wit nesses , among t hem t he soldier s set t o guard t he 

tomb, skeptical discipl es and a doubt ing Thomas , can expl ain the permanency and progr ess 

of t he christ i an religion and of t he Church. I t 1s aro und t he fi gure of t he Risen 

Christ that chri st i an wo r ship , chr istian virtue, chri st i an char1~, christ 1an unity and 

christi an works have revolved t hese nineteen hundred years ; and around that same f igure 

will they revelve i n an 'i8var wideni ng radius to the end of t ime . For -if' t he v.ords of 

st . Paul be t r ue that "I f Chri st be not r i s en again , then i s our preaching vai n , and 
t hat 

your fai t h is also vain"; t hen i t i s also true on t he othe r hand/t o t he end of t ime t he 

Risen Chri st will abide wi th His Church and i nspire Hi s followers . 
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RISE WITH CHRIST 

Ea.st~ r in t he genuine religi ous sense can never be just a passing episode in a 

year ' s cycle of' experiences , just another spri ng fes t Ival, least of all a revI va l of 

the pagan cust om of greet i ng t he rising Stm . TIle Church certainly does not wish to 

prevent the spiritual j oy of t he feast from overfl owing into our physical , soclal 

and civic lives , but she wi ll not countenance t he debasement of the focal myst ery of 

the chr istian e.conomy to the pagan level of wor shi ping nat ure and danc i ng to the sun . 

Spir itual mysteries and feasts must cut deepl y int o t he innermost r elations of 

human life, or else they become mere phantaSi es without substance or f r ui tage . 

st . Paul again is our guide in his letter nTo t he Saint s and faithful brethren 

in Christ Jesus , who a re at Onlossan• At t he begi nning of t he third ohapter in that 

letter he exhorts t hem: " 'l'her efore , if you be ri sen with Chri st , seek t he t hings that 

are above : where Christ is s itting at the r ight hand of God : mind the t h i ngs that are 

above , and not t he thi ngs t hat are upon t he earth". (Col. III, 1-2 ) . 
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Humanit y today is too much earthbound in it s vis ion, in i ts aspirat i ons , in its 

str iving, in its work. There is too much seeking after the merely material , "the 

t hings t hat are upon the earth", t oo littl e seeki ng after "the things t hat are above, 

wher e Christ is" . Thi s is true in t he internat ional polit i cal arena, where t he 

stakes are lands, miner als, 011, t he products at the earth and ultimat ely the \vealth 

and power which they create. As a r esult you have rivalry bet ween nations and r aces , 

oppression and ensl avement of minori ty populations , intrigue and hypocrisy bet ween 

statesmen, suppression of spiritual i deals and r eligious pr act i ces , cruel t axation and 

that urly monster called war, wi t h the ravagi ng devest at i on that marks i ts pat hway on 

l and , on sea and through the air. Too much seeki ng attar "the things that are upon 

the earth" is no less respons ibl e for t he cr ookedness, dishonest y and unfait hfulness 

that all t oo fre~uantly creep i nto hi gh and low places ot legi slation , justice and 

gover~ent. The l ure of ~uick and easy enri chment, t he cravi ng f or power , luxury and 

seDsual gratificat i oD , that dist orted sense that makes men seek honor through dishonor, 
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are but same of the underlying causes and motives for t he evi l s t hat make public life 

a travesty of honesty and j ust i ce, ..xthat shatter damocrat ic i deals and put i nto 

jeopardy our cherished democratic institutions. 

Too much seeking after the things that are upon t he earth i s the spectr e that in 

places is demoralizing education, s t rippi ng it of all spirit ual and moral i ncentive and 

making it simply t he avenue to material achievement and s uccess . In business and 

professional life t he same earthbound vision too often breaks down standards of j us tice, 

ethical principles and due consideration for charity, that beautiful virtue which is 

the basis of human brot he rhood and softens the harshness of conflicting aspirations. 

And how oft en in private l ife are not the finest characters and careers wrecked upon 

the shoals , because of fa i lure to see eye to eye with God, and be cause cons cience seeks 

t he miasma of the moral moras s i nst ead of the sunlight of God ' s holy l aw. 

PEACE AND JOY THROUGH LIGHT 

Si gni fi cantly enough t he message thut falls from the lips of tne Risen Saviour 
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is the message of peace and joy. But these precious gift s can only come t hrough t he 

l i f t ing of our vision to t he l evel of the Risen Christ . The leaders of nations wil l 

fi nd no f ODmula for enduring, dignified peace , until they rise in thought , vision and 

ideal towards t he light that emanates from the clarified body of the Ri sen Saviour and 

listen attent ively t o the prinoIples of truth that f all from His sanctIfIed lips . The 

nations of the earth will not again know the joy of peaceful security, lmtll t hrough 

their sInoere uni t ed prayers they obtain f rom t he Prinoe of Peace,for t hemselves and 

theIr leaders , the gift ot unearthliness in t he ir judgments, plans , eventual negotia:.

t i ons and t reaties . In our own domesti c affai rs of state peace , confi denoe and 

or derly prosperity ar e supremely dea irable , af ter months ot di sillusionment and t urmoil . 

There is no better guar antee that these gifts may again be our possession t han t he 

support of our prayers tor those in author1t y over us , that God and righteousness may 
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be t he i r gui des , and not mammon and selfis hness . 

And let us remember that political, social or economic standar ds will never r ise 

above that l evel which , is t he goal of the mass of individuals t h at const i tute the 

political , soci al or economi c str ucture. Hence t he exhortation of st . Paul must f i nd 

an echo in every heart , t hat has a spark of fa i th in the true significance ot Easter 

as the commemor ation of a moment ous f a ct, t hat transpired in J erusalem ot Judea nine

t een hundred years ago , namely t hat Chr i s t Who had been done to death on t he cross , 

r eally roee from the dead on Easter Sunday morning, was seen among men during forty 

days . With Him we must rise indiv idually, before we can hope to ri se collectively, 

t o a spirit ual l evel t hat will s trive at l east t o approach Hi s exalt ed ideals . This 

can come and will come through prayer , espeCially united prayer , f or it was that same 

Chri st -who gave us t he assurance: "For where there are t wo or three gat her ed to

gether in My name , t here am I in their midst" (Mt . xvrIT, 20). 
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~fr .~ 

~.T J1 may we all be blessed .nth t he faith, t he joy , the sense o~ triumph 

t hat pervades one of t he catholic paschal liturgy's most charming canticles : 

Christ the Lord 1s ri sen today: 


Chr istians, haste your vows to pay ; 


Offe r ye your praises meet 


At t he Pasohal Viet tm's feet ; 


For the sheep the Lamb hath bled, 


Sinless in t he s inner 's st ead. 


Christ the Lord is r isen on high ; 


Now he l ives , no more t o die. 
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Chr i st , the Victim undefiled , 

Man to God hath r econciled ; 

Jhen in strange and awful strite 

Met toget her Death and Lite ; 

Christians , on this happy day 

Hast e vnth j oy your vows to P=ly. 

Christ the Lord is risen on high ; 

Now He lives , no more to die . 



I 
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Say , 0 wond' ring Mary, say 

Jhat thou sawest on t hy way. 

"1 beheld, where Christ had lain, 

llinpty tomb and Angels t wain ; 


behe ld t he glory bright 


Of the ri sen Lord of light : 


Christ my hope i s risen again; 

Now He lives , and l i ves to rei gn ." 
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Christ, who once for sinners bled , 


Now t he first-born from the dead , 


Throned in endless might and power, 


Li ves and reigns foreve rmore . 


Hail , eternal hope on hi gh l 


Ha!l, Thou King of victory! 


Hail, Thou Prince of Life adored ! 


Hel p and save us, gracious Lord. 




~ 

THE 
A 

ORDER 

CATHOLI C INDUSTRIAL CONFERmC 
j APRIL 7 and 8, 1940 

For two entire days the program of t he Catholic Industrial Conference has endeavored 

to make us acquainted vl1th the mind of t he Catholic Church on problems that a1'fect very 

intimately our economic and soc1al lif e . The chief purpose of t his Conference has been 

to present to us certain pr 1ncipl es and recommendations which the Sovereign Pontiffs , 

especiall y Pope Leo XIII and Popa Pius XI of happy memory, have laid down for 0 guidance. 

_~ut~. :-lhen we speak of guidance we ref er not only to the 

children of the catholic Ohurch but to human society wherever i t is found and constituted, 

because the interest of t he Church i n these matters is as universal as the VTor ld itself 

and her obligation as teacher and guide extends far beyond the radius of her own member

ship, it extends in reality to .all nations and peoples of the universe . 

~ have seen that the documents that constitute in a Measure the Magna Charta of 
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of human society in detennining the relationship of individual to indi vidual and ot one 

group to another, are first the celebrated encycl ical of Pope Leo XIII, issued i n the 

'ye~r 1891 and entitled "Rerum Novar um.", and that othe r more r ecent encyclical issued by 

Pope Pius xr in the year 1931 , ent itled "Q,uadr agesimo Anno" or "Forty Years Aft er" , in 

commemoration of the fortieth annivarsBr/ of the publicat ion of the encyclical of Pope 

Leo XIII . While the fonner docUl!lent was the f'i r st comprehensi va program proposed by the 

Ohurch as a solution for the social and acononic problems that confr onted the ~rld 

t owards the end of the last century , the second docunent , still adhering to the funda

mental principles, took cognizance of new developments and adapted t o modern condit ions 

the teachings of the Church on the same vit al i ssues . 

Inap~red by t he example of t he Vi car of Chr ist and conscious of the need of an ex

pression on the p3.rt of the Church in the Un! ted states of America , the American Hierarchy 

issued in the year 1920 a celebrated pastoral letter , presenting their Program of Social 

Reconstruct ion. d again as recently as February 1940 the Archbishops and Bishops who 



constitute t he Administ rative Board of the National Cat holi c Welfare Conference issued a 

dooument enti t led "The Church and Soci al Order" . These communicat ions of the American 

Hierarchy present the fund~enta1 principles of the Papal encyclicals in their practical 

application to the indust r ial , economic and social l ife of the United states of America 

and the specific problems with which all classes of society in this country are con

fronted . The almost universal accla~ with which these pronouncements have been recei ved 

in all circles , Catholic and non- Cat holic , religi ous and secular , bears testtmony to 

their practical value as well as the r egard entertained almost universally for the mind 

of the Church and its hier ar chy. 

It is my task tonight in this final gala session of the cat holi c Industr ial Confer

ence,which we have been privileged t o hold here in New Orleans, to present as concisely 

as possible the subst ance of the most recent expression of the American Hierarchy through 

its Administrat ive Board on the social issues that confront us . The pastoral l et ter 

entitled "The Church and Social Order" which is a pamphlet of more than thirty pages , is 
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in itself a highly concentrated outline of a very involved and extensive subject. You may 

readily understand that it is no easy task further to compress it into an address for 

which only a brief time is allotted . However , withqut attempting to do full justice to 

the theme. I will endeavor at least to give you a summary of the contents as a f1ttlng 

conclusion of the deliberations to which moat of you have devoted the past two daya . 

THE RIGHT OF THE CmmCH TO SPEAK 

Very wisely the document which we are considering discusses by vmy of introduction 

the right of the Church to speak in ~tterB t hat BO many regard as outside of the domain 

of faith and morals . Influenced by the material philosophy that has in a large measure 

dominated economic life during the last several hundred years, the~ ~ not wanting those 

that would deny to the Ohurch every right even to express her mind in connection with 

Bocial problems, not to spealc of using her authority in the annunciation of definite 

prinoiples for the ~uidance of human society. Be i t remembered that it 1s not the inten

tion of the Ohurch to deal ,nth technical problems , economic science or business administra
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tlon . These may take a variety of forms which are subject to change according to t he 

circumstances of time, particular industries , methods of production and distri but i on . 

These details t he Church regards with comparat ive indifference , provided fundamental 

principles of justice and charity are observed . But the Church does claim a right to 

speak on the social issues , because they are fundamentally moral and spiritual . No 

one can reasonably quest i on that the Church has received from Christ a diVine mandate 

to teach all men whatsoever He has commanded , and that she is in reality "the pillar 

and ground o~ truth" . Inasmuch as the social question deals fundamentally with the 

rights and duties that exist between man and man , between one group of society and 

another , the conditions under ~hich human intelligence and labor may be bought and sold 

and the effect vmich these relationships have upon individual happiness and contentment 

as wel l as upon social peace and stability, it is clear that the question i s eminently 

moral and belongs definitely within the domain of the teaching authority of the Church . 
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When we consider further that men has also a spiritual nature, marked and signed with 

the imprint of the ilnage of God , destined to be elevated to the d1gni ty of a chUd of God 

and to the enjoyment of the Kingdom of Heaven, we can readily understand that every ques

tion that tends to either ennoble or degrade this dignity belongs into the province of the 

Church, the divine custodian of the human soul. Who will question that the vindication 

of the right of the individual to own property and detelllline the conditions under which 

he is to render service to his fellOllllan are not intimately related to his spiritu.e.l 

dignity and destiny? And why should not, t~en , the Church have not only the right but 

also the duty to speak in matters that touch so intimately the spiritual and eternal as 

well as the material and temporsl welfare of her children and of htm18D.ity at large? Hence 

we can readily understand the earnestness with which the Sovereign Pont1f'fa, and under 

their inspiration and direction also t he Bishops of the Church, have insistently devoted 

themselves to the issues involved in the social question , constantly placing before human 

society the wise counsels and direction of the Ch~h of Christ. Indeed men expect the 
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Church to speak and look eagerly for her messages in this vital matter. They are disap
even 

:pointed when they think that the Church fails to speak , many/alienating themselves from 

religion on the pretext that the Church in their estimation is failing short of her duty . 

Certainly, unless the Church does speak in defence of christian principles and the recogni

tion of Christ as the divine light of the ~Torld , there is danger that our civil1zat1on 
to 

will fall back into the darkness of paganism and/the degrading level of gross materialism. 

OTINERSHIP 

In the mind of the Administrative Board the controversy today in the social field 

concerns itself chiefly with five questions , namely (1) ownership, (2) property and labor , 

(3) security, (4) v~ges and (5) the establishment of social order. Their pastoral deals 

With eaoh of these topics chiefly in the light of the pronouncements of Pope Pius :xI of 

happy memory. 

'!an's right to the ovmershi p of private property is def1n1tely established in the 

natural law as the means whereby he can provide for himself and his family subsistence , 
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reasonable comfort and security. In the exeroise of this right we may recognize a t wo

fold aspect , the one as it affects the individual, the other as it affects society or the 

individual ' a r elat ionship to other individuals and groups . In t he words of the pastoral : 

"To deny the individual character and aspect of ownership l eads to sone form of socialism 

or collective ownership ; to deny the social character or aspect of olvnership leads to 

selfish individualism or that form of exaggerated liberalism whi ch repudiates duties and 

ends i n complete irresponsibil1ty t o other persons and to the conmon good ." (par. 21) 

It is the duty of civil aut hority not to deprive the individual of his right to owner

ship, certainly not by means that are un just and unfair , but rather to protect the in

dividual in his just property rights and to regulate by wise legislation, for the good of 

all, the rights and responsibilit ies of one individual towards another , of one soclal 

group towards another . It becomes clear at once that the Church will not accept the 

modern theory of t otalitarianism, which tends to suppress. submer ge and ultimately destr oy 

every vestige of individual right, and to direct all ownership , service and even personal 
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prerogative to the use of the supreme state . 

PROPERrY .AND LABOR 

Probably the most acute question in t he social field affects the relationship between 

property , oftener also called capital, and labor . e are 11ving in an age of machine in

duetry , mass production and oass employment . The farmer frequently does not own the land 

which he cultivates , the mechanic does not ovm the tools wit h which he operates , the in

dividual business :man dOBs not own the enterprise that he promotes . This brings up the 

problem of the concentration of sufficient capital to operate industry , the organization 

of labor to carry on the enterprise and the necessary adjustment of the relationship be

tween the two. The situat ion also gives r ise to questions affecting the fair compensa

tion due to capital , the just remuneration t o which labor has a right , the proper regula
the division of profits 

tion of the conditions under Which labor is to function/and also the possibilit y of oon

ceding to labor a f air share in the conduct of an enterprise and in t he profits or bene f its 

that accrue f r om its success . 
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Because the individual working man , or even a small group of v-lOrking men, are 

frequently powerless in presenting and promoting their just interests , it is only logical 

that they should band themselves toget her into larger groups called unions for the purpose 

of defining and attaining their just rights . Contrary to the v1ew of the liberalist , 

who wo tud deny to the working man or to any individual,who 1s obliged to sell in a sense 

his intelligence and labor, the privilege of forming associations camnonly called unions 

for the promotion of their c~on interests , the Church recognizes this as a fundamental 

natural right, of which human beings cannot be deprived without the violat ion of just1ce . 

Certa.inly it VTould be conducive to social peace and happiness if principles "eoonomi

cally sound and morally just" ware adopt ed for the distr1but10n of the 1ncoI!l.e of industry. 

"The principle t hat labor" , to quote from the pastoral, "should be compensated to such 

extent only that it remains physically efficient and capable of reprodUCing i tself i n ne 

ensrations of wor kingmen , is a vicious princi ple, devoid of all respect f or human dignity 

and opposed to all sense of social r esponsibili ty . It is true that this principle was 
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never widely held in theory, but it has been frequently applied in practice . One such 

application is found in the policy that labor should be compensated solely according to 

the principleaf supply and demand. This reduces l abor to t he position of a commodity 

and makes the workln~an accept the fluctuat ing price in a labor market lrrespective ot 

the needs of htmself and family . Neither pr esent suff i ciency of income nor security for 

the future play a part i n determining his wage standard according to this ~oral theory 

end pract i ce . Such theory or practice is anti- social and ant i -Chri stian, for it denies 

both social responsibility and the claims of Christian ethics and in thei r place substi

tutes the prinCiples of selfishness and force ." (par . 27) 

The ideal aims should be t hat the e~ployer , who supplies capital, enterprise and 

int elli gent administration should recognize the value and importance of the workingman, 

without whose physical power, intelligent workmanship , sense of responsibility and personal 

interest no enterprise can succeed . Mutual respect , security and adequate prOvision for 

fut ure needs and emergenc,1es should dominate present relationships , the distribution ot 
cease to 

the fruits of t he industry and future planning . The sooner that capit&.l and labor/stand 
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opposed one to another as armies drawn up in battle array , suspicious ot one another, 

jealously wat ching each otber and begrudgingly maki ng concessions one t o the otber even 

in matters that are at times superficial , the sooner will peace , order and contentment 

prevail in human society. In this respect unreasonable demands , threat of destruction 

and violence are as unjust on t he part of Lebor as they are on the part of capital , 

whether organized or unorganized . 

SIDURITY 

A very tmportant fac t or in the establishment of peace and contentment in society is 

the element of secur1ty regarding not only the present but also t he future under contin

gent circumstances and iii emergency. The sources of security are the ownership of' pri vate 

roperty , an adequat e security wage and aocalied social insurance . Today it is becoming 

increasingly true that pr ivate property , including capital, is being concentrat ed mor e and 

more in the hands of comparatively few individuals or conporations . In order to guarantee 

to workingmen security "against unemployment, Sickness, accident, old age and deathlt i t 

i s demanded that t hey be paid not merely a 11ving wage but a s8curi ty or saving wage 
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which will enable them to provide against these contingencies and e.mergenoies . Because in 

most instances such a \rege is either not paid or may , if paid, itself prove inadequate, so-

called social i nsurance has beoome a wise and even necessary provision and protection . 

This social insurance , vmich concerns in r eality t he common good , may rightrully be 8ubsi

dized by government aid t hrough taxation upon t he ent ire citizenship . 

1?ope Pius XI deplore s t he facto r of insecuri ty which ari ses f rom "immense pOVier and 

despotic economio domination which is concentrated i n t he hands of a few and that those 

few are frequent ly not the owners , but only the t r ust ees and directors of invested fUnds , 

Wno administer them at the1r good pleasure" . Among these the Holy Father singles out a 
and 

special group , namely those who "hold I control money", are able also to govern credlt and 

determine its allo~ent, for that r eason suppl ying, 80 to speak, the life blood of t he 

entire economi c body , and grasping as it were in t heir hands the very soul of production, 
(par . 33) been 

so that no one dar e breathe agai nst t heir will" ./ The extent to which this group ha:¥ and 

is responsible for the cond1tion of unemployment in this country at the present time is 
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wort hy of inquiry and considerati on . Certai nly it is true that i n this count ry wage earner s , 

and even small property owner s , are more than ever harassed by well - founded anxiety r egard

ing their future securit y and st abili t y . Undoubtedly the rise in recent years of various 

schames for pensioning out of public r esour ces persons who have r eached a certain age is 

due largely to the consoiousness of t his i nseouri t y . It were far more desirable to cure 

the evil at its root ,by giving t o t he worki ng classes a more adequate r amuneration tor t heir 

labor,and t o make i t possi ble f or a l arger number t o acquire ownership in property, t hat 

would enabl e them to sta.bilize the i r future needs . As to t he source whenoe higher wages 

should be der ived , t he pastoral states signif i cantl y that "higher wages as a rule should 

come out of excessive profit s and not out of increased prices" . (par. 37) 

1'lAGES 

The previous paragraphs have in a sense foreshadowed what might be stated under t he 

title of wages or the remuneration to which working people have a just right in return for 

their l abor and services . The past oral whi ch we a r e considering lays emphasis upon the 
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importance and necess i ty of what it terms a security or saving •.rage as distinguished from 

a mere living wage . Inasmuch as the wor kingman is exposed to certai n cont ingencies and 

emergencies arising f rom unemployment , sickness , accident , old age and death , i t should be 

possibl e f or him t o provide adeQuately against these circumstances out of the remuneration 

which he receives for his l abor . Nor should it be necessary, under nonnal conditions 

for the head of a f amily to depend for the support of that famil y upon the joint wages 

of its various members . This is a situat ion which has grovm considerably during the de

pression . A l iving wage does not mean a bear Bubsist ence wage but an amount suff i cient 

to supply a normal family, in accordance wit h rel at i ve standards of l i ving , vdth the 

necessities , conveniences and ordinary comforts , including a reasonable al l owance for 

recreation , medi cation and t he educat ion of children . 

In discussing wages it should be remembered that l abor "takes prior! ty over any 

clain of owners to profita" . Unfortunately in too many industr1es1'Es it been customary 

'In guarantee to the investors a fi xed rate of' interest plus dividends , regardless of the 
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just clatms of those who by the ir l abor are responsibl e in a large measure for the mainte

nance, develoIJ!l.ent and success of the enterpri se . 

Another important 1 tem touched upon in the pastoral is the practice of making "bad 

management, want of enterprise or out-at-date methods" a reason or alibi for reduo ing t he 

wages of the workingmen . Unfair compet i tion , which "reduces prices to such a level that 

decent and just wages cannot be paid"is brannsd as wrongdoing and grieveously sinful 

"aginst moral pr inci ples as well as agai nst the CO:r.l[!lon good" . Adequate organization and 

joint action of employers and employees , an adequate regulat i on and supervision by the 

state ar e recommended flB remedies . On t he other hand we are reminded by Pope Pius 

that "it i s un just to demand wages so high that an employer cannot pay them without r uin 

and without consequent distress among t he working people themsel ves" . (par. 42) 

Very wisel y t he pastoral calls attention, in determining the standard of wages , t o t he 

cost of raw materials and their processing as well as the r easonable pr ice of the finished 

article , care being t aken BO that the flUct uations in t hese costs and prices mi ght not 
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cause instability through corresponding fluctuations in the wage scale . 

The general thought is that an increase of wages would help materially towards solving 

the problem of unemployment and idle factor ies by increasing the purchasing power of the 

working people . Such wage increases may be effected by reducing profits or raising prices , 

care being taken that these increases in prices do not militate against the interest of 

the poor. Where there 1s question of increaSing wages , the lowest paid workingmen should 

be the first to receive an increase . 

It may be well to close this paragraph by the following quotation from the pastoral : 

WBecause economic society has not followed the moral law of just i ce and cbarity the princi 

ples of i nterdependence have been Violated and we have precipitated unemployment ,dth all 

i t s consequent h8l'dships and misery. To wi thhold just and reasonable wages from the work

ingman has in j ured him directly and Umnediately, but i t has also injured the cammon good 

and the interests of the very owners of proper ty. Thei r factories , their commercial 

elJtablisbments and the ir eqUipment have frequently stood idle as a result . Unless \'Iorklng
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men as a class have sufficient income t o purchase t heir share of the goods which our 

economic system is capable of producing, the mar kets will automati cally be closed to the 

sale of goods , and idle factories and employment are the disastrous results ." 

ESTABLISBtWT OF SOCIAL ORDm 

In the concluding chapter the pastoral deals with the establishment of social order , 

a problem which must be faced with "intellect ual vision , moral integrity and perseveri ng 

effort" . The remedy is not simple and the process i s bound to be " 8 matter of steady 

growth and not a sudden t ransit i on" . Ther e must be economic pl anning and organization 

in a spirit of justice , charity and generosity . 

On the one hand the so- called l iberali st must r emember that collective bargaining 

by organi zed labor and reasonable regulation by the government are inevitable , if the 

social order is t o be established on a basis of peace and progress . On the other hand 

it must also be remembered that t he solution of our difficulty does not l i e in the 



- 19

so cialization of all resources and t he est abli shment of stat e col lectivity,as i s contended 

i n t he school s of communimn and sociali sm , which seem to differ only in the degree and 

extent of their ideol ogies . 

The t r ue solut ion seems to l i e in t he middle path recommended by Pope Pius XI , which 

postulates a har.monizat ion between the principles of christian moral ity and sound economic 

principles . 

A NEil GUILD SYST~1 

For the promotion of the general welfare the program for t he establ ishment of soci al 

order should, accor ding to t he mihd of Pope Pi us XI , include t he formati on of a new system 

of guilds or vocational groups in each p~ofesslon , indust ry or occupat i on . These guilds 

should be made up of empl oyers and wor ker s , including labor unions , and should eventually 

a~ towards federation . They should f unct ion under governmental protection and with 

governmental help , but not ent irely under governmental control . The purpose of these 

guilds should be t he promot ion of t he common good . Their establishment will forestall 
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absolute economic dictatorships and guar antee to individuals the necessary help, protection 

and defense against those who en j oy economi c Bupremncy. , 

In t hese groups christian and moral pr i nciples must be recognized , studied and applied . 

Fundamentally this implies a reform and correction of mor als , for the establishment of a 

right social order is otherwise inconceivable . In the words ot t he pastoral these groups 

should be"autonomous , embrace whole i ndustries and profess ions , be federated with other 

constituent groups , possess the right of free organization, assembly and vote , dedicate 

themselves to the common good and With government al protection and assistance function in 
in 

establishment of justice and general welfare/economic life" (par 60) 

The establishment of a r ight social order must include primarily "a reform in the con

cept and organization of the state r especting its respons1bility for public welfare" . On 

the one hand it must do something mor e t han act as ria mer e policeman or umpire" ; on the 

other hand it must refrain fron absorbing all social functions , economic planning and 

direction . It must aim to abolish class conflict and initiate , encourage and direct what 



- 21

... 	 is tor the ccmmon weltare , leaving "to smaller vocational groups t he settlement ot business 

of lesser importance" . Pope Pius XI says "the aim o;f social legislation must therefore 

be the re-estab11sbment of vocational groups", in accordance ~nth the outline already in

dicated . 

Equally important is t he refom of moral life , for many of our social evils arise 

from the departure of individuals and groups f r om religious principles and the standards 

of moral living set up by our divine Lord and Saviour J"esus Christ . This moral reform 

must aim principally at the eradi cat ion of one of the chief consequences of original sin , 

namely ava rice or that Elmoderate '.!ftection for riches and temporal possessions , which 

br1n&;3 in its wake jealousy , strife and disorder between individuals and classes ot society . 

In other words there must be a sincere return to the teaching of the Gospel indicated in 

the admonition of Christ " seek ye fi rst the kingdom of God and Ris justice and all things 

else will be added unto you (Math . VI , 33) . (par. 62) 

Man's conduct and relations to his fellOWlIlen cannot be guided by justice alone . 
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Charity.Md fundamental chri stian Vir t ue , must be invoked to put \9 ,th ,. heart and soul 

into human relat ions . ' t'l1thout charity it \till always be impossible t o remova the sharp 

outcroppings of hunan nature, whi ch i s so prone to sel fishness , and to bridge over the 

shortcomings and deficiencies which even t he exercise of justice is not always able to 

prevent . 

In thi s connection may we requote with the pastoral from the first encyclical of 

our present Holy Father Pope Piua XII : "For t r ue though 1 t is that the evils froe which 

mankind suffers today come in part f r om economic instabil1ty and froe the struggle of' 

interests r egarding a more equal distr i bution of the ~oods which God has ~iven man as a 

means of sustenance and pro~ess , it 1s not less true that their root -1s deeper and mor e 

intrinsic , belonging to the sphere of reli~ioua belief and moral convictions which have 

been pervert ed by the progressive ali enation of the people from that unity of doctrine . 

faith, customs and morals which once was promoted by the tireless and beneficent work of 

the Church . If it is to have any effect , the re-education of nankind must be, ahove all 

http:Charity.Md
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things, spiri tual and religious . Hence, it must proceed from Christ as from its indispen

sable foundation; m)lst be actuated by justice and crowned by charity. ft (Par 64) 

In oonclusion may we reassume with the authol:'S of the pastoral the task that lies 

before us: liThe peace which ell right minded men so earnestly desire , must be based upon 

a cO!ilprehensive program. of restoring Christ to His true and proper place in human sooiety. 

e must bring God back into government; we must bring God back into education; we must 

bring God back into economic life ; we must bring God back indeed into all life, private 

and public, individual and social . The truth of God, the law' of God , the justice , mercy 

and charity- of God , must, by conscious effort and willing submission be made to permeate 

all our social interoourse and all our publi c relations.· t (par. 5) 



l~ol;lt ~~c'v; i ' .Joseph , . TIllI'II'1el, S.T.D. CONSECRATION OF 1iOsr REVEP.Hm 
~hop of tlew Orleans. aLBEPT L . FLETCHER. :J. D. , 

TITULAR DISHOP OF ~OS . 
LI'ITLE ROCK, AIRIL 25 , 1940 

'And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the twelve names 

of tbe t.welve Apostles of the Lamb" Apoc . XXI , 14. 

Impressive is the setting in which Holy !.rother Church elevates to the plenitude 

of the priesthood those whom , under the guidance of the Holy Spirit , She has chosen for 

the dignity and responsibility of the episcopal office . Through the majesty of her 

sacred liturgy she weaves a tapestry picture , which portrays in rich colors the sacred

ness and importance of the exa.lted office , lmioh has come down to us through nineteen 

unbroken centuries .from the days of Jesus Christ . ./ith the hi.storio splendor of the 

priestly dignity revealed in the Old Test ament as a background , the function unfolds 

in a living panorama the powers and duties , Which Christ in the Uew Dispensation has 

http:REVEP.Hm
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cutlined for the apostolic ministry. Indeed it is di fficult , in the profound signifi

cance that icpregnates every word and action , not to sense the Divine Presence , which 

gives reality and efficacy to the solemnity. 

From two angles the function in vlhich we ara participating today has a special 

historical significance : it is the first time that an episcopal consecration takes 

place within the State of Arkansas , and the recipient of the honor is the first native 

son to be elevated to the rank of a successor of the Apostles . Hence it seems 

eminently appropriate tha.t in the person of the Most Reverend Apostolic Delegate the 

occasion should be presided over by the representative of Pope Pius XII , Vicar of 

Christ and successor of the Prince of the I~postles . For the same reasons it is also 

fitting that there should be grouped around the sanotuary a numerous galaxy of dis

tinguished prelates and members of the olergy from many parts of the united states . 

May this solemn presence of hierarchy, clergy and laity be an augury of the abundant 

heavenly blessings that , we trust . will always be t he precious possession of the 
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newly consecrated bishop . 

THE CHOICE OF ':HE Y,'SLVE 

Jw. episcopal consecration carries us back spontaneously to the days in ,vhich Christ 
around Bin 

gathered/t he 11ttle group of men , unirlportant according to VTorldly standards , to wham 

He was to entrust the task of continuing His own earthly mission and ministry. There 

is a rare blending of simpliCity ana oajesty , quite characteristic of the Divine Master , 

in the manner in which He insti t uted the Church und chose Hi s Apostles . quietly but with 

irresistible persuasion He calls them, one by one or in pairs , fishermen from their nets , 

one a tax gatherer trom the custom house , and bids tllem all to leave their homes, their 

nearest kin , their means of subsistence , their very occupation.s to establish a kingdom , 

of which as yet they knew practically nothing . 

Unschooled and unread , they are to become the teachers of nations ; without scrip 

or purse , without food or superfluous raimnent , they are to go forth empty handed to 

establish a worldwide empire ; but they go endowed with singular powers - pO'ler to heal 
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the sick, power to cleanse the leper , power to cast out demons , power to call back to 

life those that are dead (Mt;. V, 5-10) . Of these powers they must not boast but exer

cise them in humility , rejoicing only that their names are written in heaven . (Lu. X, 20) . 

sent as emissaries of peace , they must be as sheep in the midst of uolves and combine 

the Wisdom of serpents with the snnplicity of doves . sent to establish a kingdom , they 

are nevertheless "larned that they must 60 amongst men that will betrl:l.Y them , deliver 

them up in cOWlcils and scourge them in the synagogues . Without preparation , trusting 

only in "the Spirit of the Father" , they are to face governors and kings and the hatred 

of men f orsworn to their undoing (l~ . X) . Such are the paradoxes that mark Christ' 8 

selection and His ins~ructions to the men , to ~lom was consigned the stupendous task 

of reforming the pagan world and establishing the reign ot God over the face of the 

earth . 
JER 

In virtue of the authority and power with which Christ clothes the Apostles , He 
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gctually identifies thEll1 with Himself : flAs the Father hath sent lie , so I also send you" 

(Jno . XX, 21) ; "He t hat heareth you , heEU'eth me : and he that despiseth you, desp1seth 

me : and he that despiseth Ue , despiseth Him, that sent Me" (Lu . X, l6 ) - Their authority 

and power are both general and specific - general over His ~6tical body J specific over 

His real body and in the discharge of the ministry of mercy . "Amen I say to you , whatso

ever you shall bind on earth , shall be bound also in heaven : and whatsoever you shall 

loose on earth , shall be loosed also in beaven" (Ut . XVIII , 18) . To this general pow·er 

to rule and legislate for His mystical body J the Church , is added at the Last Supper 

power over His real body , when He commands and emJlOl'1ers the .h.postles to change the 

substance of bread and wine into the substance of His own Body and Blood in the words : 

"Do this for a commemoration of metl (LU XXII , 19) . After the Resurrection their power 

is further amplified to dispense the mercy of God in the forgiveness of sin: "Receive 

ye the Holy Ghost , whose Bins you shall forgive , they are forgiven them: and whose 

sins you shall retain, tllay are retained" (Jno . , 23) . 
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THE SPEO rrSSION OF PErER 

Thus did Christ build up in His Apostl es the marvelous credentials and equipnent 

that were to fi t them for their sacred mission . In the meantime He had s1ngled out 

one called Simon , the son of Jona , to be the prince of them all , the very rock upon 

\vhich the Church vm.s to be founded and rest securlly until the end of t ime . One ·day , 

at Caeserea-Philippi , Simon made a solemn profession of faith in the divinity ~f his 

Master : "Thou art the Christ , the Son of the living God" - That Simple, straiRhtforward 

declaration called forth from the lips of the Uaster the momentous announcement , whose 

mrds come ringing down through the ages and shall stand forever as the charter of the 

ruler of the universal Church: "Blessed art thou Simon Bar-Jona, because flesh and 

blood hath not revealed it to thee , but my Father , TIho is in heaven . And I say to thee 

that thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church , and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it . ~d I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven . 

And whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth it shall be bound also in heaven: and whatso
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ever thou sha1t loose upon earth it shall be loosed also in heaven" (ut . XVI , 16- 19) . 

And again addressing this same Son of Jona in the night of His agony , the Master 

said with impressive solemnity: "S~on , S1lUon , behold satan hath desired to have you 

that he m.ay sirt you as ,meat . But I have prayed for thee that t hy f aith fail not : 

and thou being once converted , confirm thy brethren" (Lu . XXII , 31- 32) . 

In these two declan\.tions Peter is set up as the head of the apostolic b811d and 

becomes the bedrock upon ..<hi ch Christ · s Church is built . They oontain a divine guarantee 

of stability that is to endure to the end of time . In then Peter receives the divine 

pledge that through the effieacyof the Founder t s prayer his faith and the faith of his 

brethren, and the faith of his successors , and of the Church should never fail . ~ese 

prerogatives Christ continned after His Resurrection , when He extracted from Peter the 

thrice repeated declaration of his love and conferred upon him the supreme pastoral 

office over Hia entire flock: "Feed my lambs ---- Feed my Sheep" (Jno . x:a, 15 ,17) 

Thus is established the universal jurisdiction, which the Church recognizes in the Vial!rr 
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of Christ , the rule to wllich her children and prelates bow in af'fectionate obedience , the 

a uthori ty which even the world resards vii th reverence . 

And once again in one of those striking meetings which the risen Saviour had with 

Ris Apostles, shortly. before Eis Ascension into heaven, as if to bring to a solemn clim.e.x 

His divine plan tor the establishment and spread at the Church, does the divine Founder 

issue a final mandate : "All power is given to me in heaven and on earthj going therefore 

teach ye all nations ; baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Ghost : teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: 

and behold I am with you all days , even to the sonsummation of the world" (Mt. XKVIII, 18-20) 

TEE IrnlGDQl~ OF CHRIS!' 

Thus we see that the Apostles were clearly sent forth with divine authority and 

power to establish the Kingdom of God, spiritual , ,'1orld Hide, all embracing and eternal . 

That kingdom was to be e·stabl1shed and function chiefly through a threefold ministry, 

perpetuated in the Church through the apostolic succession, the ministry of truth , the 
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ministry of sanctification and the ministry of charity. The Apostles and their suc

cessors , the Bishops of the Ohurch, must be to humanity the light by \~ich it is guided, 

the salt through which it is purged and preserved, the balm through which its wounds 

are healed . 

The threefold ministry the Church has consistently establ1shed, progressively ex

panded and heroioally maintained through the centuries . She teaches the child on her 

knees , educates yough at her feet , guides mature manhood and womanhood from. the pulpit, 

the rostrum and the editor's chair . Under the inspiration of the mandate : "Going 

therefore teach ye al~ nations" - schools , colleges, seminaries and universities bave 

sprung up, thrived and prospered; men and \'JOIllen have been encouraged in the pursuit of 

learning and culturejall true science has been respected and co-related to eternal. 
to to 

truth,/ra11gion and/God; without doing violence to the student or stunting scientifio 

progress, the method of education has been sta.bilized and proteoted against arbitrary 

changes . 



-10 ... 

MOre ~portant than all else , the spirit that antmated the teaching of Christ on 

the hillside of Gal.llee and by Blll!!&Lake Genesareth , in the synagogues of Judea and in 

the porticoes of the temple , always dominates the teaching of the Church . It is the 

spirit of faith in God and in Jesus Christ the Saviour of mankind, the spirit of faith 

in the ~gnity of the human soul , the spirit of hope in its everlasting destiny and 

happiness , the spir1t of' respect, justice and charity in all human relations . This is 

the spirit that tril.D!l;phed over paganism with its sensual culture , over barbarism with 

its crude moral1ty; over despoti sm with 1ts tyrannical serntude . It i a the spirit 

that gave to the \~rld the civilization and culture called christian. 

:m THE !.!lNISrRY OF s.' abundance or 

her resources to sanctify the soul and make it increasingly the beautiful image of the 

Creator . Prayer , the Sacraments and the Holy Sacrifice of the :t.:ass are not mere symbol.s 

but efficacious means implwnented by Christ to produce in the human soul the atmosphere 

and state of grace I that r aises man to a neil realm of existence, ich is nothing short 
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of kinship with the very God . The functions and ceremonies of the Church ere not a 

Deaningless pageantry, much less a supersti cious mummery, but ~ acts of ,rorship I 

through which she expresses, in a Danner as dignified and vmrthy as human resources 
to sacrod mysteries, 

are capable of , the homage that is due to God and the reverence that man owes/to saintly 
to 

persons and/sacred objects . Her stately cathedrals, noble chu:rches and htmlble mission 

chapels are not mere meeting places .mere men foregather for pious purposes , but 

genuine sanctuaries that enshrine the 11ving God in His Sacramental P resence, holy 

places in \/l1ich the death ot Christ is daily memorialized in the Sacrifice of the Mass , 

havens to nhich hum:mity can flee fram the tunnoll of life to find peace, counsel and 

strength in communion with God and the Saints . 

In the solemn examination of the bishop-elect, which forms the first part of the 

ceremony of consecrat10n, there is this direct question : "lilt thou , on account of the 

name of the Lord, be gracious ond merciful to the poor and to stro.ngers, and to all 

who are in uflnt?JI To that question the candic1ate replies solarmly: >II willI! , and thus 
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he accepts participation in the ministrJ of charit y and ~rcY J .mich characterized the 

life of Christ and has ever been one ot the ~arks of identification between H~ and HiB 

Ohurch . Through the apostolic BuccElseion tho C!J.urch o!.'gunizes and sponsors her pha

le.nJtss of consecrated men and women, who lead the world in the battle against poverty , 

disease and every form of human misery and weakness . The care of the mdo", and of the 

poor was the first concern of the Apostles and prompt ed the ordination of the first 

deacons J who were specifi cally charged With the duty of dispensing relief . The homes 

of the early biShops beeame the hospices , lch offered shelter to strangers , food and 

clothing to the poor , medicine and healing to the sick. Brom these episcopal hospices 

there haa been forged throughout the \~rld that golden chain of catholic institutions 

and agencies that minister to the needs of humanIty in its sorro and affl iction , each 

of them. hallowed by tha service of devoted men and -women of God , who glory in the 

privilege of prOving to the world that the faith of the Church is not dead. 
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Never was there a day in which this threefold apostolic mini stry was not an urgent 

necessity . To the glory of the Church and to the honor of her apostolic ministers must 

it be said that at no time has she failed humanity . J.J.though frequently misunderstood, 

mieinterpreted and calumniated , she has never ceased to offer to the world her sound 
~ the 

doctrine , ~ spiritual power and/healing balm of mercy. In spite of rebuf~s, cruel in

justices and vicious attacks that TJould have soslled destruction and annihilation for 

any other institution , through nineteen centuries she has held to her course ot steady 

growth and e~sion. She has witnessed repeatedl.y the migration of nations, sean 

empires and dynasties rise and tall, and borne testimony to changing philosophies of 

life and government , while she alone has stood unChanged and unflinching in her teach

ing, undiscayed in her insistence on the spiritual and the supernatural in human life , 

undisturbed in her mini stry of charity , even uhen the .1Orld was unkind end humanity 
Vf-~J~ ~ 

cruel . She has faith in her Dission , faith in her powers , faith in the abiding guidance/\ 
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and unfailing protection of her divine Founder, fult~proven in the cruoible/ttme, in the 
~ 

infallibility of His promise: '~ehold I am with you all days, even to the consummation 

of the world • 

'mE CHURCll ~ID ~ICA 

To the development, progress and prosperity of the United States of America the 

catholic Church ~as not fUiled to make her contribution. From St . Augustine in Florida 

to San Francisco at the Golden Gate , :f"rom Sault St. Marie on the Canadian border to 

Corpus Christi near the Rio Grand~ the nrones of cities and riVers bear testimony to the 
missionarios. 

contributions mude by catholic discoverera,!colonists and pioneer settlers. O.ver two 

hundred seminaries . more than fifteen hundred universities, colleges and high schools 

and nearly seventy six hundred ele.mentary schools today speak eloquently for her pro

gressive program of education. substantially maintained lnthout federal, state or local 

assistanoe . Nearly nineteen thousand churches and mission chapels attest the fidelity 

nth which the Church places her spiritual minist1Jr at the disposal of her children 
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end of all men of good l'rilli Eleven hundred and fifty seven child-caring institutions , 

homes for the aged and hospitals reveal the heart of the Church in •.merica , glovling 

wi th the love and compassion of Christ for the poor and the underprivlleged. 

The Church in America \neely leaves to Caesar the things that are Caesar ' s, but 

she hesitates not to raise her voice in protest against insidious attacks upon lawful 

authority, constitutional government and the rights guaranteed under the charter of 

our civic rights and liberties . Nor has she failed to proclaDn the law and principles 

of justice and charity, which must ,;.:overn the relations between different classes in 

human society , especially bet'1gen the employer and the employed , between the faJ."mer 

and the industrialist, between producer and consumer . /1D.d in this she speaks not 

only of the duties of one group to another but eJ.so of the respohaibil1ty of govern

ment to regulate with wisdom and guide With becoming f'imness \mat is conducive to 

the comnon weli'are . ,;ith consummate courage she reminds citizen and ruling authorlttea 

that both have a responsibility before God to discharge conscientiously their 
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res~ective duties , and that genuine prosperity can came to the nation only by justice 

and fairness to the least even as to the greatest . 

This manifold contribution of the Catholic Church has been made chiefly under the 

spiritual leadership of the bishops, charged here in the FTov1dence of God, to carry 

out the m.1nistry of the apostolic succession. One hundred and fifty years ago the 

catholic hierarchy of the United States was vested in a single biaho~; John Carroll of 

Baltimore; today there is in this country no State, no territory, no notable insular 

possession which has not within its borders an episoopal see . Nineteen metropolitan 
~ 

end ninety seven dioceses ~rlth one hundred and thirty-four aati¥9 Archbishops and 

Bishops today constitute the administrative structure of the Catholic Church in these 

United states. .forking under and .lith them are nearly thirty-four thousand ~riests . 

TIm crnmCII JIlJ... HOT 11'11.]1. Al~CA 
This vast organization constltutes-a powerful religious and moral force, placed 

at the servioe of ~erica at a time, when constructive resources are eminently necessary. 
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From more than one-quarter have COI:le warnings , frequent, insistent and almost panicky , 

that our }.merican conception and institution of democracy are in danger; in educational 

circles J secular as l'lell as denominational , has risen the almost despondent complaint 

that materialism , atheism and ilmnoralism. are perverting our knerican educational system 

unto the intellectual and moral undoing of our youth ; serious anxiety may be sensed in 

the fact that from high places have coma the appeal and challenge for a general 

s piritual regeneration and specifically the introduction of same fODm of religious and 

moral training into public education; Bocial unrest caused by glaring economic in

equalities and inadequate compensations , no less than by extensive and long continued 

unemployment and the resulting hardships and suffering, is' a disturbing factor that 

menaces national prosperity and contentment . 

In the face of these troublesome times !~erica may well look with confidence to 

the Catholic Church , under the leadership of her hierarchy , as a strong conservativa 

and constructive force , that will ever vTOrk for the country ' s best interest and the 
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realization ot its highest ideals. The Ctitholic Church has set her face .vith grim 

detennination against the subversive forces that \/Ould conquer the world for net' 

sophistic ideologies unto the destruction of human individuality and dignity. She 

will neve r campromise '1'11 th athei am, iI'religion and the abrogat ion of the :mo:rel law. 

revealed by God and sustained by right reasoning and enlightened human conscienoe. 

rY 
She can at all times be depended upon to advocate the supportABound principles in 

education and in the solution of social probla.ms . The Oatholic Churoh has no need 

to accept the challenge for a nel1 spirttual reconstruction , for she never wearies, in 

season and out of season, even in the face of discouraging Signs , tY preaching the 

Gospel of genuine practical religion and righteousness . '1 th all t he optimism and 

courage that come from conviction of the rightness of her course, with all the 

patriotic love that springs fram respect for God as the source of all authority , with 

all the determination of a martyr , "mo would rather die than betray a cause, w11l the 

http:probla.ms
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Catholic Church 'in America combat the evils that menace religion, society and country 

in these days, so pregnant With serious problems and yet more alarming forebadings . 

The catholic hierarchy in America is ever ready to serve the sp1ritual, moral, social 

and patriotic welfare of a ll. "For Qod and country" is our aocepted motto and battle-

cry. 

Unto this heritace of responsibility, opportunity and service have you, llost 

Reverend Bishop Fletcher, been consecrated today. Your Excellency has had an excep

tional training in the talented, genial , indefatigable Ordinary of this venerable 

Diocese of Little Rock , llost Reverend Bishop Hon'1s, revered and loved by all his fellow 

citizens of this city and state. To be to him a willing helpnate and a source of comfort 

in the long twilight years, that all of us wish him, will be for you an otfectionate 

filial duty. To give to Church and country the benefit of your youth, your talents and 

your ability will, we know, be your joy and delight. Jith all our hearts \'19 ....1ish you 

length of years , fruitful servicej~bounded happiness ill the ep1sco~1 of'fice : "Ad multos 

IlDI!.OS 1 " 
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,l..:.Oi>;-hav . Joseph F . Rummel, S. T. D. 

rAJ i~1 L G c,~ ,J':'" C t.. I! F C A" HI!>/... ( ~ iCM,E 1tI') 
'-' (AJ..4 ~ ' Le..-\~\k.. M.1~G:.I'4I\- C", uN<- I(. 

'N ~ C. C .W. Cord'erence 
'=chLishop of new O1'leans Bi rmingham, Alab ama. 

April 28, 1940. 

J ustice and Charity in IJational ana International Relations 

The task as s i gned f or our considerat ion tonight, although by no means easy wi:bhin t he 

compass of t ime allotted f or its treatment. is neverthe less of i nt ens e int erest and 

importance in t he face of the vi tal proble:rns and condit i ons with which humani ty is 

vlI'est l i ng today. We are a s ked t o discuss justice in internatioEal relations at a time 

when t he world is s tunned by the glari.r:g injustices that ar e l aying prostrate vast 

groups of human society and t hrowing nations into the s eething caldron of war and t he 

fear of WE'.r wit h all its dire c onsequences . e are a.sked to discuss justice i n national 

rel a t ions at a t ime 'When new idealogi es , practically a pplied, are crus hing ind!vidu al 

humsn r i ghts , and ens l e:vi ng entire populations for the glorification of a new form 

of stat e ab sol ut ism t hat hesitates not to ostracise and expatriate numerous r a c i a l 

groups , after practica l l y stripping; ther:l of their poss essions. lie are asked to d iscuss 
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Char::.ty at a time when that h ea venly virtue is decried as weakness/and religion, its 

divine inspiration, is either outla.ved or harnperec1 in its operation ~Jy cruel oppression. 

rie are asked to discuss Charity at a time ..men the very existenc e of the God of Charity 

is deni ed by athei stic and unchristian goverrunents, that aim a t the extinction of all 

forms of divin~~~ And yet these very conditio~s rr.ake the discussion of the 

therile "Justice and Charity in Hational and International Relations" very timely and 

opportune. Few question, although not all agree upon the terms or extent of its application, 

that justice in some definite form must dominate the relations of the state or civil 

V 
gover nment to its subjec~, but many Vv"ill \'lOl'l_der what Charity has to do with t h e admir..is

trati on of a state or with the relations that one state carries on with another. In an 

a.ge that seems to lean more and more, in practice if not in theory, to the fallacy of "U.t;ht 

makes right"', it see:ms incongruous to many even to imagine that the virtue of Charity 

shou1dhave a place in international affairs. 

o.A/
It is, however, commonly conce ded that justice is ax ess ential in buildinc:; up t he structure 

of state gover:nm:mnt as it is i n the formation of individual charactEn" and in the regulation 

http:Char::.ty
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of' social intercourse ,,.athin the human family. In ;t# other way can stability and security 

be a~tained. Pagan philosophers, guided only by natural reason, no less than scholars who 

have en joyed the advantages of divine revelation and christian teaching, have maintained 

that vJithout justice it is impossible to promote the common good and general welfare, ,mich 

constitutes the ob ject of civil Government. Socrates, Solon, Plato and Cicero among the 

ancients, Moses and Solomon , not to speak of St. Paul, 81ilOng the inspired l"Jriters, St. 

Augustine, st. Thomas Aquinas, Suarez and Leo XIII among the recognized proponents of 

christian thought come to mind spontaneously, when om-scans even superficially the f ield 

of authors that have left to posterity their teaching on the functions of t he state. 

Justice is recognized by all of them as a fundamental requirement in the planning and 

administrat ion of government, ~s the chief requisite and ornament of the vase r uler. 
-t/ 

Government without justic4 is as a house buill' on sand, incapable of withstanding the 

stonns of human emotion, definitely doomed to full prey to t he erosion of ~ d.iscontent 

and the ravishes of termites, tt.at bore from m thin at the ver-.J core of the structure. 
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otf'.ble in our own .American Constitution is the bill of riEhts ....:hi6h guarantees to 

eve!"'} citizen the nattAltal right to life, liberty and the pusuit of happiness. This is 

b ut one of the practical applicatim s of the prlndples of justice, '711ich give to our 

American form of government a very distinctiv e chalt8.cter of dignity, t hat makes it forever 

an out~tanding human document of rare wisdom and constructive governmental science. 

The 6hurch has fo r centuries propounded and defended the doctrine that no form of 

government is worthy of the name or entitled to the respect, support and obedience of its 

citizens, that is not based upon certmn very fundamentul and far reaching conoepts of 

justice. In faot ~ gover:nment is set up precisely to define, promote and safeguard 

the rights as well as the duties of its subjects, one and 0.11, recafdless of their particular 

sBate or condition. In his famous encyclice.l on Communistic Atheism, the late and much 

lamented Pope Pius XI states explicitly that "Catholic doctrine vindice.tes to the state 

the dignity and authority of a vigilant and provident defender of those divine and human 

right s on whi ch the Sacred Scriptu res and the Fathers of the Chm'ch insist so often." 

A.'tld ae:;e.in, quoting from the Encyclical entitled "Rerum l~ovarul1l", promulgated by the 

http:ae:;e.in
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mllor-tal Pope Leo XIII, the i-late Pontiff decla~es in his encyclical on the Social order: 

"It is the duty of tte civil p01l!'er to make sure that lav,'"s and institutions, the general 

-*I.b 
character and administration of the commonne£l.l th, should be such as of theraselves .rio 

ree.lize t he pUblic wellbeing and private prosperity." 

Specific Functions of the State 

I n general terms it is tilen the function of the State to promote the common welfare and 

to safeguard individual rights, to preserve a balance ofequity between one subject and 

another, and between all the various gro'l.!ps that cO!l.sti tute the national commonvTeal the 

It is the function of the state to conserve the rights ,-,hich God and nature, the general 

consensus of ma~~ind the results of wisely guided experience, recognize as vital for 

the common good and essential for the securit~r, peace and contentment of all. .Among these, 

the right to li f e, liberty and happiness, already referred to, are mquestionable. Freedom 

of conscience and freedom to worsr~p God are founded upon the very nature of man and his 

s upreme destin~r. God is the supremElJll reality, Him as Truth Eternal the human mind 

naturally seeks, towards Him as the Sovereign Good the human heart naturally tends. To 
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. deny to man this quest and this supreme gratification is consummate cruelty and t he 

highest form of aosolutism, a veritable perversion and prostitution of human power. 

Freedom. of conscience and. freedon to vrorship God imply the free and unharilpered right 

of the Church, the Divinely appointed teacher of mankind and the divinely constituted 

and implemented dispenser of the sacred mysteries and supernatural aids, to e):ervise 

her mission for the spiritual end moral \vslfare of all men. 

The rights of the family as the unit of human society must be respected and safeguarded by 

the State as the very basis of all social life. This includes the stability and security of 

family life , the preservation of parental jurisdiction, not indeed over life and dea.th a.s 

was claimed by certain of t he ancient philosophetsi but over the _~~~ welfare of the 

family, the education of children, the dignity of the home and the establishm_ent of 

reasonable security for posterity. The State may determine minimum standards of secular 

education, but it certairuy cannot determine its form, much less deprive parents of or 

deny to children the right to religious education or moral tra.ining. in this important 

matter, our OVal Supreme Court has fortunately ruled \Yisely and firmly in the historic 
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c:.ec i s i ons rende r ed in the l~ebraska and Oregon cases. ReliGious and famil;l ri g;hts constitute 

the very bulwarks of the nationl-to deny or destroy which will ultimately spell its doom. 
I ~J;""'d.......,..1 


Just ice dema nds tha.t the sta.te respect and guarantee to its subject!. iudieielt1e:l ovmership 

of property. On this sl~bject, Pope Leo XIII states definitely in Rerum llovarum: I'The 

ri€;;h t to possess property is U derived from nature, not frcm nan; and the State has by 

no mee~s the right to abol i sh it, but only to control its use and bring it into harmony 

wi th the i n terests of the public good. II , And again t he Same Pontiff is quoted by Pope 

Pius XI in Quadragesimo .Anno: "Man's right of possessing; and transmitting ~'EX property 

by inherita nce must rema.in intact andca.nnot be taken away by the State from man" 

"For man precedeS. the State and t he donestic household is antecedent , as wel l in idea as 

in f a ct, to the gatherin£ of men into a cOj,l1l1unity" 

Not only indivic1_1Hils but also dul~l organi zed groups of s oci ety; - have claims of justice 

I) 

on the State and its subdivisions in t he establishment, protection and cons e r vati on 

of property and of social rights. But in t h e recognition and vi ndication of t hes e rights, 

it is t he duty of t he State not t o depr ive, injure, or permit the injury of t h e just rights 
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of tIle individu or group.: of individuals. When the common good cl:emands sacrifices on the 


p art of individuals or groups, justice demands that these sacrifices be based on reasonable 


gDounds and reduc ed to the minimum required by the exigency. 


Social Justice 

Nor can t he State fm 1 to take cognizance of social justice, vlhich effects the mutual 

rights and obligati ons of employer and ~~loyed in the matter of just~and adequate wages, 

conditions of l abor and the conservation of the dignity of those v.ho toil wi th '9rain or hand. 
~'''''AIt1. 

For the common good,t he weak must be protected against the strong. "It is the~duty of the 

state", say s Pius XI i n Quadragesimo Anno", and of all good citizens to abolish conflict 

between classes ~Qth divergent interests and thus foster and promote harmony between var ious 

ranks of societ--t' ..>o cial l egis l a tion is today regarded as an important function of t he 

moder n s-\;ate , namely legi s lation ths.t permits and supervises the fo rmation of l abor unions 
tJ1r 

and~usines s In d industrial associations, of vocational and occupational groups, organized 
~E"t.«A\ 

or t he protection o~ workers and employe's 'within theirAri f,hts and for the promotion of 

thei r aey,p8el Jt:J;;~toi~e""welfare and the common Good. 80ci&.1 legislation muat also contemplate 
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tile weli'are of the less privileged in the matter of decent housing . conservation of health. 


r easonable care i n time of unemploJ~ent. sickness. old age and emergency. 


It i s true t hat much of the sefvice just ~i;ied to can ani should be realized through an 


adequate security wage even "'Ji.thout state intervention. Nevertheless. human nature's innate 


selfislmess is too apt to fru3trate volumtary agreements. that are not suppor t ed by the 


safeguar ds of wise legislative guidED ce and even sanctions. Liberalism run riot has "been the 


r esult, when the s "cate ignored or deliberatel;{ shirked its duty. From t hat liberalism has s prul1;.1; 


most of the evil w.hi ch today plagues htl!l1al1ity. 


Charity Indi spens ible 

I. 
Well may we wonder how charity can enter national relations. And y e t; this supreme virtue. 

whi ch i s t h e b on d of perDection:: crumot be i gnored even by the state. Certa i n ly it was 

the duty to prot ect end even f oster societies and institutions organi zed to dischar ge t he 

minis try of charity. This dut;y' t h e s t at e discharges by recogni zing their existence. exempting 

t hem from the burden of taxation and giving to t hem reas onable freedom of operati on . Even 

i n t h e enactment of laws bas6'd on justice t here sl10uld bot be ignored thoa e hu,-nani te.ria..'1 
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co,-Lsiderati ons, that vvei.:;h the extent to Which injustice, poverty, oppression 81m 

expl oi tatioll propagate misery a nd breed discontent. Thus even t he State can demolls t ltate 

that it is n ot a cold , steel-like machine, but i n reality a body politic made up of men that 

have hear ts capable of human sympat hy, animated by the s pirit of beneficence. Those who 

exercis e the f unction s of the State must remember that they are answerab le ultimately to God, 

who rul es not only through His justice but also throuCh love and mercy. Jus tice t empered by 

cbar ity is as commendable in the State as a human organism, as it is desirable for t h e per~ection 

of the individual. The supreme law of charity binds rulers and statesmen in their offi cial 

capaci ty no less t han in their private relations. 

Just i ce and Charity in International lte lations. 

The bitt er experi ences t hr ough whi ch t.~e world he.s p assed especially wi thin the l a s t quarter 

of a c entury an d the anxieties through whic h we are now pass mg, tenJto make one skeptical 

about the existence of hnnor , not to speak of justice and charity, betvrelbl at least s ome of 
AMe\ oc.c.'\:1'~~"$o 

the nati on s. In the orient aDd in t he occident , we '\vitness b a rbarous invasions~of 

t erritorie~ the l\;1~ri~ enslavement, physical and. spiritual, a nd t he enforced expatriation 
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Iof' millions of seemingly innocent people, the infliction of the horrors of war # vr.i. thout 

\. 

even the fOrIilality of a declaration# cm-wee=t=mci:i()'Il"S', the interruption of' peaceful connnerce 

even between neutrals, the terrorization of' helpless civilians and all the evils and woes 

of modern mechanized .mr-fare on land and sea md in the air. All this goes on without 

re,sard to international compacts or hl.unanitaria.n principles. Truly the laws of junticc seem 

to have little force, the principles of ethics get scant attention, the law of' charity has lost 

all p07Tortporsua.sion, the pleadings of the venerable Vicar of the Prince of Peace fallon 

dea.f ears or are met v.n. th scornful insult. In the confusion that today prevai Is in so 

mmy corners of God's earth we loo~ in vain for love. And yet nations. or rather their 

rulers, dictators and diplomats; who are charbed ,dth, or have assumed to direct the 

1iJUi::Ri: destinies of the nations, ar6 no less subject to the principles of justice and 

cllarity in their relations to one another, than are nations in their inner responsibilities/ 

or individuals in their private lives. In fact, because of the Greater - issues involved# the 

greater good to be attained by the observance of and the greater harm vn-ought by the 

violatiO-'1 of these principles, the obligations seem to be the more binding on them. that rule 



;J/=12 


tnw on them tha"c owe obedience. Times does not permit us to outline in detail these 

obligations as applied to international relations. It requires no great reasoni;:lg and 

certai.nly no appeal to the i.magination to envision the desirabiEty of a speed~r return of 

an era, ~n which international law, based on justice and chari"!;y, on sound ethics and 

/"'I
humanitarian considerations ,;,fill once more be held in honor. Some ti..'1les we speak of the 

family of natioIls, pecauGe in reEl.li ty the 1'lhole human race is one family. 
-thflo, 

Let ury.. unite our efforts and increase our zeal, in union with the Vicar of the Prince of Peace, 

to gain recoglilization for and make effective the principles of justice a:d charity in all 

Hu,~ Wh" 
human relatio..'Ils,TJl not :s: excepti'tIiIIVthose that are regulated by ~~ "wield vivil 

t.I 

authority and power. Above all, let us with faith in the efficacy of prayer, unite in 
-ft.{. 

storming~heave:ns under the inspiration of and in sympathy Viith the saddened but ever loving 

heart of the Father of Christendom, the friend of all men of good will, that justice 

tempered with charity may prevail in the coundils wey £11 \/a 11 1;0 tire cuwreil::r>-of the nations 

and their rulers. When jUGtice and chari t;'l together return, then will be real ized the 

scriptual utopia hailed by the b::X Psalmist: "'Justice and. peace have kissed. It. 



/. CATHOLIC NURSES LEAGUE 
PITrSBURGH, PA. - l!A.Y 26, 1940 

THE CATHOLIC NURSE - HER HISSION AND 'J,UALIFICA.TIONS 

One thousand catholic nurses, characteristically immaculate in their official attire, 


even more radiant in their spirltual freshness and worthiness/approaching the Table 


of the Lord to fortify their souls, ot the Body and Blood ot the Divine Friend of the 


sick. One thousand catholic nurses, t heir countenances wreathed in smiles, expressive 


of the proverbial sunshine that di spels the gloom and dispair in the sick roOM, gathered 


f or a social hour to strengthen the bonds of friendship and charityl One thousand catho

lie nurses, eagar for a word of cheer, a message of inspiration, that may serve to 


lighten the burdens and make more bearable the responsibilities attendant upon the care 


of the sick, especially when life and dgath are in the scales! Truly in such a vision 


there is abundant cause for joy and edification, much r eason for congratulat ion and the 


tmplicat ion of a challenge which gives rise to both satisfaction and trepidation _ 
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Satisfaction because the occasion presents a rare opportunity, trepidation because it 

involves a weighty responsibility. 

First of all, then, let me offer you my war.mest felicitations upon the splendid 

example that you are setting here in Pittsburgh in the fine spirit that animates your 

. Nurses League. You not only constitute one of the largest and most active associations 

of catholic nurses in the country, but you are also demonstrating in your solidarity 

and progressive program the great prestige and influence of which women of your pl'Ofes

si~n are capable. SUch a body of wo~en is irresistible and i nvincible when animated by 

unity of purpose, by unanimity in counsel and by undaunted courage in action. Such an 

organization gladdens the heart of the Church, who today looks with unprecedented 

expectation to her lay groups for increased partiCipation in th~ program of Catholic 

Action and apostolic zeal. 
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CARE OF THE SICK CRARACTERISTICAIJ..Y CHRI~ 

Many indeed are the services which the laity can render under the inspirat10n of 

Catholic Action; but it would be difficult to find a work or service, that is more 

characteristically Christlike than is the care of the sick. There are indeed traces 

of concern for the sick in prechristian tUnes in India, Ireland and Mexico. In the 

annals of Egypt, Greece and Rome t here is evidence that the priests of certain deities 
~ 

like Aesculapius, dispensed adv1;e and remedies to the sick. frequently atter consult

ing the gods through the medium of dreams and the horoscope. Rome made provision for 

the treatment of certain classes of citizens, notably of soldiers, probably because of 

their military value, and of slaves, probably because of the financial investment which 

they represented. Whatever may have been the custom in private households, there seams 

to have been an utter absence of a syst~tic progressive public policy for the care 

of the sick. Undoubtedly the main reason for this almost universal lack of interest 

lies in the circumstance that disease was generally regarded as an evil sent by the 
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gods, whose visitations were not to be interferred with by sympathetic treatment. 

Even among the j ews , although there is much evidence of concern in the law for the 
1

relief of poverty, the care of the old widow and the orphan, and humane treatment of the 
A . 

blind, the lame and other physically handicapped persons, we look in vain for any general 

policy for t he care of the sick. And yet we must conclude fron the words of Christ, that 

the physician was not unknown and that at least those afflicted with l eprosy and other 

communicable diseases were segregated to protect the community from contagion. True, 

too, the parable of the Good Samaritan justifies the belief that fi rst aid was not un

known in the form of wine used as a sterilizer and of oil applied as an ointment to 

soothe and heal, and that this first aid was followed by same kind ot subsequent care. 

ClffiIST THE HF.ALER 

But in this very parable Christ presents to humanity a new vision, a new attitude 

t owards physical aff~iction and suftering, the same attitude that underlies most ot His 

miracles . In order to demonstrate His divinity, Christ could have chosen more spectacular 
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miracles: He might have permitted the material temple to be destroyed and rebuilt it in 

three days, or, He might have actually moved mountains by a mere command, or sUIIlllDned 

legions of' t he heavenly spirtts to liberate Him from His persecutors. But, when chal

lenged by the disciples of st. John the Baptist to declare His Messiahship, He signifi

cantly pointed to those proofs of His mission that were grouped against t he background 

of a ministry of mercy and compassion for afflicted hUIlanity. Making the l ame walk, t he 

blind see , the deaf hear and the lepers clean revealed more than divine power; t hese 

miraculous cures revealed a Heart that beat with sympathy and longi ng to alleviate sut

fering and distress; they initiated the ministry of mercy t hat has ever since character

i zed christianity. 

It waS in that same spirit of compassion that Christ gave to His Apostles the 

power to heal the sick and inst I t ut ed the Sacrament of Ext reme Unction, in t he adminis

trat ion of wh i ch to this day t he priest prays for the physi cal r ecovery as well as 

spir itual strength. What a marvel ous scene is descr i bed in t he picturesque fi fteenth 
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' and sixteenth ve r ses of t he fifth chapter in t he Act a of the Apost les : - "They brought 

forth the sick into the streets, and latd them on beds and couches, that when Peter came, 

his shadow at the l east , might overshadow any of them , and they might be deliver ed tram 

their infirmities . And there c~e also together to Jerusal em a mult itude out of t he 

neighboring cities br inging aick persons , and such as were troubled with unclean spirits: 

Who were all healed ." 

THE CHURCH AND THE SICK 

No wonder , then , t hat f rom the beginning the Church was consci ous of a r esponsibility 

comparatively new i n t he world , t he r esponsibili t y of caring f or and visit1ng t he s i ck in 

their homesl No wonder that , as t ime progressed, the bishop's reSidence , the presbytery 

and t he monaste ry became dispensari es of advi ce and medic i ne for the sick as well as of 

food for t he poor. Sana1toria for t he infirm as well as hospices for the weary pilgr1.m! 

No wonder that under the compassionate inspiration of t he Church , in the East and in the 

West , beginning at least with t he f ourt h century , the care of the sick broadened out into 

the establianment of hospitals , of houses of rest for convalescents and 01' h f 
I . omes or t he 
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infi~ of advanced year s! No wonder that t hese development s oalled i nto being new 
~ 

avenues to sanctity in the care of the sick, along which we meet legions ot~da, 

noblest souls , winning their crown of glory at t he bedside of the s i ck and ~ 8Ver 

stricken , the victims of pestilenoe , f amine and war! Outstanding among t he sa1ntly 

woman we find a st . Puecheria , Sister of Theodosius II of Const antinople , foundress 

of many homes f or strangers and t he poor; aF'ab1ola of Rome, who gathered up the sick 

in the str eets and nursed them in her home ; a st. Rodegonda , wife ot Clotaire, toundress 

ot a hospital near Paris ; a st . Eli za.beth of Thuringia , who went a.bout personally trom 

cabin to cabin to nurse the s i ck and minister to t he poor among her subjeet s; a Catherine 

ot SWeden, a Margaret of Scotland , an I sabella of Spain , down to a Mother Seton and 

Mother Cabrin1 almost ot our own age, who demonst rated t o t he world that the hear t of 

the Church beats with the same rhythm as did t he Heart ot Christ , as He went about 

dOing good everywhere . 

How truly solicitude for the sick became one of t he marks of chr i stianity is 



evi denced in t he t housands of instit utions established through t he ages f or t he cure or 

alleviation of every form ot human i nfirmity; i t is proven by the hundred and more ot 

religious communities of men and women f ounded in t he Catholi c Ch~h before and atter 

t he so-call ed Refor.mntion for t he mini st ry of t he sick; i t appear s even more convincingly 

in the spirit in whiCh these inst i t ut ions were conducted ; t he spir it that inspi r ed t he 

saintly souls that worked wi t hi n t hem, through t he.m and under their auspices outside of 

them. The care ot t he Sick becwne more and more a consecrated service , in whi ch the 

nurses assumed wi t h r el1gious r ever ence and consci ent i ous fi delit y the role of Chr ist 

ministering wi th compassion to aff licted h\lIlanity , m ile wi th a singular spir itual in

ver sion they s aw in their pat i ents Chr i s t Himself, to minist er to ,om was a pr1vilege 

and an act of highes t dist inction and merit. Nurse and pat ient were drawn i nto a 

spiritual r el a tionship, the inspiration of which was Christ, t he soul ot which was 

charity, t he f rui t of whi ch was that never ending, never failing seri.es of services 
~ 

which soothe the heart and ease the mind, even as they aim to cure ills ot t he 
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aff'liot ed body. Thus ther e has grown around the ministry of the s ick an i dea.lism tha.t 

has r esulted in the development or one of' the finest phases of christian culture , one 

of the highest fonms of ohristian perfection , one of t he noblest expressions of chris

tian refinement, one of the most prec ious achievement s of' christian civilization . 

THE 110DERN NURSE 

Nursing, it is sai d, has become a profe ssion. True it is, t hat during t he last 

one hundl~d year s much progress has been made in the scientific preparation of t hose 

who choose to dedicate their lives to t he care of the sick. Probabl y because of her 

nat ural capacity for tenderness , sympathy and pat1ence, woman has become more a nd 

more dominant in this m1nistry of mercy. The exigencies ot the times have also war

r ant ed the extension ot t he ministry, so t hat seculars as well as rel i g10us par t 1ci

pate i n it. As a natural consequence material r emunerations have supplemented, but 

we hope not alt ogether supplanted, the spiritual compensations which were once almost 

the only reward sought by those who followed this calling. These circumstances may 



-10

justly constitute the basis for rating nursing today a s a profession , but we would much 

rather regard it still as a vocation, than as a profession. We prefer to believe that 

t here still hovers around the minist ry of the sick that atmosphere of ccnsecration, that 

lofti ness ot conception, t hat spiritual idealism, which brought it into being and made 

it definitely an expression of the virtue that is of all virtues the most beautiful, t he 

most fruitful and the most meritorious , the virtue preeminent in the character and lif e 

of Christ - charity. 

TIm CATHOLIC NURSE 

Glorious is the heritage and great the mission of the catholic nurse. Hers is the 

privileged duty to stand sentinel at the bedside over the physical welfare of her patients. 

She is the guardian to whom physician, patient and family entrust the very life of the 

patient; the physician'S helIEB.te on whose fidelity depends the outcome of the almost 

desperate struggle between life and death l7hich takes ·place SO frequently in the sickroom; 

the tireless agent throupp whom the patient receives an endless variety of services and 

http:helIEB.te
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attent ions that soothe, canfort and induce the physical and mental dispositions requisite 

for ult imate r ecovery. From the merely human standpoint, the nuree holds in the hollow 

of her hand the destiny of her patient's life, the hopes ot those whose affections or 

interests center in the patient's wellbeing, the realization of the physician's skilful 

campaign for the rescue of the patient from t he ravages of disease and t he jaws of death. 

But the catholic nurse has a mission even more important and meritorious than i s her 

guardianship over the physical welfare of her patient. Her faith teaches her that as a 

spiritual being the patient has spiritual obligations, is susceptible to spiritual in

f luences. is entitled to spiritual aids and comforts, which not infrequently create a 

propitious atmosphere for physical recovery. In the hollow of her hand she holds not 

only physical life but also the far more important spiritual destiny of her patient. 

Heavenly bliss hangs in the balance, no less than earthly wellbe1ng, as with solicitude 

she counts the heartbeats and works with nervous tension over the sick entrusted to her 

skill and r esponsibility. 
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Dm:lRTANT QUALIFICATIONS 

From all this we can readily understand the deference and respect with which the nurse 

is regarded by physician, patient and those who hold the latter in affection. We can also 

appreci ate the groWing importance attached in her training to definite qualification of 

charact er and disposition. There is a definite tendency towards giving to the pupil a 

broader training, a wider knowledge, a more extended period of preparatory experience 

before the coveted certificate and title of wR.N." - Registered Nurse - is conferred upon 

her. Correspondingly there grows the tendency to increase her duties and r esponsibilities 

in the sick roam. 

For obvious reasons the nurse must cultivate a deep sense of moral responsibility, 

t hat will make her faithful to duty not because the physician will check up strictly 

her charts and diagrams, nor because the 3yeS of the relatives and friends of the patient 

are intently watching her every move, but because the all seeing eye of God is always 

upon her and because it is to Htm that in the last analysis she must render an account 
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of her stewardship. This senee of moral responsibility must necessarily grow in sin

cerity and intensity, as duties are multiplied and the patient's condition becomes more 

crit ical. For the catholic nurse, this moral responsibility should embrace the 

spiritual as well as the physical needs of the patient. At least the nurse should sense 

and seize the opportunity for rendering to her charge a service of incalculable value, 

when called upon to procure for a soul the priceless blessing whiCh religion offers 

through prayer and the Sacraments. 

In character the nurse must combine in well balanced proportion gentleness with 

strength, patience with firmness, endurance with a consciousness of her own physical 

ltmitations, fidelity to instructions with resourcefulness in time of ~ergency, 

sureness in the application of principles learned during her training with a prudent 

distrust of her own Views, confidence in the effectiveness of her ministry with an 

humble sense of dependence on the will of God about t he ulttmate outcome. Gifted 
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with these qualifications, the nurse will discharge with credit her many duties, win the 

confidence of physician and merit the gratitude of patients and of their relatives. In

deed, when one considers the charm of a character so nearly i deal, it is possible to 

understand the generosity so frequently lavished upon the faithful nurse and the genuine, 

beautiful friends.ips that often have their beginnings in the sick room. 

ErHICAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

We are living in an age of strange paradoxes. Never before in the \'iOrld's history 

have science and skill concentrated so intensely upon promoting and safeguarding human 

lite and health. And yet there are not wanting those who make little of sacrificing 

human life under certain conditions. Because it is helpless and without a voice to 

prot est , there is denied to the unborn child the right to see the light of day, when 

an unscrupulous mother and a materialistic physician decide that its presence isa 

r eal or supposed menance to the mother's health or life. Because, in their false 
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8ent~ental thinki ng, old age , physical or mental infirmit y, an i ncurable disease are 

handicaps that seem to make life futile and burdensome to the subject or to his or her 

entourage, it is pretended, by not a few, that the unfortunate patient has lost all 

right to living and should be dispatched, quietly and humanely, if you please , but 

neverthel ess quite definitely. Beca~e of certain economi c , social or phys i cal handi

caps , more frequently because of an tmwillingness through selfish motives to assume 

natura l responsibilities, interference with the processes of generation is advocated 

and practiced by surgical and mechanical means. Euthanasia , sterilization, pre

maturely induced delivery, sele ctive generation and other terms connote or tmply 

violations of t he divine and natural laws, despite their seemingly harmless euphony. 

The divine Commandment: "Thou shall not kill", is not abrogated by giving to t he life

taking act a euphonious design~tion. To abuse the functions of nature i s reprehensible 

under any name. The enactments of human legislation have no authority or power to 

abrogate or justify the violation of the laws which have their origin and SUDation in 
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the expressed will of God or in nature's established moral code. 

Beoause of t he prevalence of muoh erroneous opinion and doctrine about vital prin

ciples of morality, the modern nurse is frequently confronted with problems affecting 

her own participation in treatments and operations that involve violations of t he 

divine or natural law. She may not burden her conscience or violate principles of 

just ice and dec ency , even under threat of material 108s or sacrifice. Henco, it is 

the duty of every nurse , but especiall y of the cat holic nurse, to aquaint herself fully 

with the prinCiples of ethics that are related specifical l y to her profession. It is 

also he r duty to apply these prinCiples ri~y and consistently in the exerc ise of her 

pr of ession. iVhen a particular proble.m ari ses that seems intri cate and perpl exing , she 

should seek the advice and dir eotion of those who are qualified by training and ex

perience to gi ve t hem. Such problems put to a supr~e test t he convictions and stability 

of her character, but great is t he merit, glorious the honor and everlastingly consoling 

the peace of conscience that follow a wise , courageous dec i sion . 
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SUPERNATURAL IDEALS J\ND VALUES. 

The tendency in this materialistic age i s towards professionaliz1ng every occupa

tion and duty. By this we mean that cold matter of fact attitude, whi ch does not ex

clude the faithful discharge of even the minutest duty, but which fai l s to see even in 

the most wei ghty r eaponsibi lit ies any approach to a spiritual i deal. The cat holic nurse 

has in her catholic faith a wealth of inspiration, w~ich will enable her to give to t he 

simplest t ask a spirit ual touch that will elevate it into the realm of the supernatural 

and attach t o it a value truly hea.venly and epernal. 

Vie have already Been that the ministry of the sick is a mo st Christl i ke service, 

one of the noble st expressions of our christian f aith, one of t he most genuine f unctions 

of chr ist ian charity. The cat hol ic nurse will not only visualize her self as performing 

a task, Which is in reality an extension of t he ministry of Christ , but she will also 

see in her patient a personification of her Saviour and her God. She will remember that 
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whatsoever we do for the l east of His breathren will be r ated by H~ as done to Himself , 

and will be rewar ded by Him ac cording1y. If a cup of water given i n His name is guaran

teed a reward, what shall we say of the count less ministrat ions which the faithful 

spiritual-minded nurse performs in t he course of a day or of a night for a pa1n- racked, 

fever-dazed patient! Multiply these days into weeks , and months and years , and you have 

a veritable mound of gold stored up where neither moth or r ust can consume . 

Moreover, the nurse will find in her catholic fai t h a constant strerun of gr aces , that 

will communicate light , counsel and strength to her soul . For her there will be no moments 

of darkness or despair, no peri ods of discouragement or depression. In t he daily round of 

duties t he cathol ic nurse will be buoyed up by the consciousness that she 1s working f or 

an ideal , and t hat her services by reason of their consecrat i on to this ideal have a value 

that transcends by an inf inity all material remune:re. t ions , and all merely human compensa

tions . Whether the years of her ministry be many or few , they \nll always stand out as 
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the most consoling and moat profitable f r om the lofty standpoint of genuine spirituality. 

Catholic nurses , I hope that I have succeeded in set t ing before you a picture that 

will encourage and inspir e you to realize in your lives aame of that idealism, which 

hovers like a radiant , glowing aurora around your noble calling. Your mis,sion 1s indeed 

one of soothing comfort and peace , even when at t1mes duty calla you into an atmosphere 

of turmoil or even into t he horror filled arena of the battle, field. Hay God grant you 

the support of His grace at all t !mea and in all c ircumstancea , and may your reward in 

time and in eternity be abundantly glorious t 



, 
BACCALAUREATE smroN .. -/ LOYOLA UNIVERSITY

" Jl,'NE 2, 1940. 

"With desolation is the land made desolate, because there 

is no one that considereth in his heart". 

Salutary is the custom that bids young men and young women on the eve of their 

graduation to repair to the Bouse of God for an hour of meditation and prayer. l'Iist

fully they stand on the threshold of a new epoch in their lives. Their backs tov2rds 

the institution that has fostered their preparation for 11fe, their faces set with 

eager tenseness t01~rds the world, they wonder what Providence may have in store for 

them. ith all the tenderness of a real mother, their Alma Mater bids them pause 

prayerfully, not merely to scan the horizon that stretches out before them, but to 

search penetratingly after the causes of What they see and for the spirit that dami

nates or animates the life which the pano~ unfolds. 
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THE PANOFJ\l>IA. 

Pesstm1sm must not be the keynot e of a baccalaureate sermon or address. Hope is 

the virtue perennial that characterizes youth; confidence is the quality most desired 

in those who are about to embark upon a new venture in life; signs to the contrary 

notwithstanding/optimism, with a r easonable reliance upon divine guidance and aid, 

should antmate every christian, who has faith in God's supreme dominat ion over the uni

ver se . But neither hope, nor confidence, nor optimism must be permitted to close our 

eyes to facts and to truth. On the contrary, realism will pave the way for an intelli

gent approach to t he problem of life, prevent bitter disillusionment and secure ultimate 

success. Frequently the very existence of difficulties presents a challenge so powerful 

that it will result in mustering the very forces necessary for heroic effort and great 

achi evement. Such a challenge is presented in the world panorama, which confronts you 

today, my dear graduates of this illustrious university. 
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THE WORLD PANORAMA 

Wars and rumors of wars are disturbing and disrupting the even tenor of life in 

the East and in the West. Wars that are provoked, induced and conducted by warlords, 

who have thrown to the winds every pretense of humaneness, every semblance of considera

tion for human rights, every vestige of regard for human life. Wars that spell terrorism 

and barbarism more abominable than was the barbarism of the half sa~ge tribes that 

overran Europe in the early centuries of the christian era. Wars that involve directly 

millions of human beings, the very flower and hope of the nations; wars that strike 

down other millions of noncombatants, innocent children, defenseless women, men and 

women weakened by old age and infirmity; wars that strike terror into that half of 

humani ty, which is not yet drawn into the whirlpool of blood, fearful that any day may 

be the day of doom, the day when the votaries of Mars and Moloch may decree new victims 

for their deities. Wars that will inevitably spell an aftermath of unprecedented 

famine, whose spectre is even now grinning at humanity from the uncultivated fields of 
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the belligerent and neutral nations of Europe and the Far East, ~ from fields whose 

crops are being destroyed in the budding under the heels of soldiers, the hoofs of 

horses and the grinding force of the many vehicles with which mechanized warfare over
~~~~ 

runs the lund. wars that offer no prospect of peace, except a peace ppe~~e8 exhaus

tion and bankruptcy, based on greed for power and wealth, dictated by vindictiveness 

and a determination to keep the conquered tmpotent and in comparative bondage or vas

salage. Wars that end in treaties which in effect offer no stable~t at best 

a truce, during vmich preparations for new and more abominable carnage and destruc

tion will be in progress. Warlords and statesmen seem to became madmen in time of war, 

so that even at the council table they forget principles of justice and ignore the 

lessons which history teaches over and over again about treaties imposed by duress. 

ECONOMIC AND SOC IAL mSTABILITY 

No more encouraging is the picture presented in economic and social life. There 

have been fluctuations in the depression which hB'Je plagued practically the entire world 
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and notably our own country for a decade of years, but there has been and is now no rift 

in the clouds that V«)uld indicate a brighter dawn . Millions are still unemployed,. other 

mill i ons depend upon the meagre incomes provided by public works and public reliefr other 

mil lions ara working but raceiving compensations so low that they offer only the barest 

kind of subsistence: 'only a comparatively small percentage of the working class receive 

a steady wage. There have been aome approaches between capital and labor , between in

dust ry and agricult ure, bet ween producers and distributors, between merchants and con

sumera , but t hese different groups st i l l face each other as enemies, as rivals, as 

competitors , in a spirit of suspicion and belli ger ency. Even at the conference table 

the att itude is one of mutual host ility i nst ead of mutual cooperat ion, the a~~bY 
bargaining, and often by threat of force that often l eaves a sting of bitterness, to 

extract f rom each other a maximum of concessions without much regard for objective 

just ice or me rit. The deplorable fact 1s that the groups which make up our economic 

and soci a l structure face each other pretty much as do opposing armies on the battlefi eld, 
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and unfortunately the will to weaken and if ne cessary destroy at least each other's 

moral e i s no l es s ruthless t han is t he will of statesman and warlord in i nternational 

conflict . The r esult i s much the ~e - suftering, hardship, hopeless poverty for 

millions of "noncombatants", the wives , children and ot her dependents of underpaid and 

overworked wage earners, general uncertainty and fear of what t he morrow may bring. 

Out at t hem come wage agreements that, beoause in reality they settle nothing satisfac

torI l y, are regarded as truces but not permanent peace t reaties, scraps of paper and 

not documents t hat command the mutual respect and faithful observance of t he cont raot

ing parties. 

Since the structure of economic, industrial and agricultural life detennines the 

well-being and prosperity of t he nation as a whole, there can never be any real progr ess 

in solving t he problem of depressions, as long as those who determine t hese f a ctors 

a r e set against one another in suspicion, mist rust, mutual rivalry and strategiC 
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~~euvering. As long as the philosophy of individualism endures, there i s no prospect 

of permanent l~Tiprovement in social life. Social welfare is prcmpted by the coordina

tion, not by the sel fish pursuit, of individual and groupinterasts. Unfortunately/not

withstanding the bitter lessons of ten long years of stagnat ion, disappointments, 

failures, terrifi c losses , incalculable hardship and far-reaching impoverishment, sel

fish individualism remains the chief obstaele on the road to general social security 

and prosperity. 

CHANGnJG PHUOSOPHY OF LI1l'E 

Not th~ least disturbing factor in the life of t he world today is t he change that 

impends in the fundamental philosophy of life. Contrary to past experiences, this 

change is not sponsored by certain academic groups or schools , although its academi c 

beginnings lie in the teachings and writings of the socialistic leaders of the last 

century. The new philosophy of life is preached, applied and forced upon individual 



-8

nat ions by sma l l groups of men, who have succeeded in acquiring politica l control and 

absolut e dictatorial power . In this new phi losophy the a~a indivi dual disappears 

as a factor. Personal dignity and right s are swept aside ; i ndividual property rights 

are aboli shed in theory and , at t he convenience of t he ruling powers , i gnor ed in 

practice ; t he physical strengt h, mental geni uB and the very life of t he i ndividua1 

h'l.I!Dan being exi sts exclusively f or the purpose of bui l ding up t he wealt h and power ot 

the new s tate . 

In one phase of th i s philosophy of life t here is no place for God or religious 

wor ship; it is definitel y and professedly atheistic. In another phase t he existence 

of God and t he r ight of worship are not denied, but t he latter i s circumacri bed and 

hampered by legal restricti ons and offidous interference, waiJ~A 1 S a detinite 

atm t o make t he Church subservient to the state in the exer cise of her mission, 

eapecial ly in the matt er of religious education, the care of yout h and even i n the 
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app11cat ion of certain moral principles . 

Never before in t he exper ience of the world has there existed such a determined 

effort on the part of a government to spread its philosophy of life to other nat ions, 

as we are witnessing today. Public and secret propaganda, more or less mysteriously 

sponsored and financed , i s industriously working towards the conversion of t he entire 

world to one or the other of these new ideologies. There are many evidences that the 

existence of a worldwi de conspi racy against free democrat ic government, liber ty of 

consc1ence and the unhampered influence of the christ ian religion is not an i dle drerun 

or suspicion. Off icial investigations have revealed that t his propaganda honeycombs 

l i terature, school s , col l eges, unive r sities, societies, t he press and even some re

ligious groups. There is reason to beli eve that at least one of t he ob j ectives of 

the pr esent war is to spread over a major part of the civilized wor l d this new philoso

phy or ideology. And thus we have another form of warfare or strife to divide humanity 

a warfare about the very fund~enta1s of life, a struggle between christianity and a 
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new fODm of paganism, a conflict between belief in God and atheism, u battle between 

christian morality and the ethics of a new form of materialism and despotism. 

CAUSES 

Many are the causes that underlie this almost universal state of restlessness, 

strife and practical rebellion against the established order of civilization. The one

sided settlement of the first world war/ with its ensuing maladjustments and irritations"..· 

accounts for much of the international struggle now in progress. Much is due also to 

the pressure of overpopulation in certain countries and the natural desire for an 

outlet and for opportunities of subsistence for oncoming generations. Unemployment, 

economic depression and stagnation, uneasiness and discontent among the working classes 

and so-called small business men can in great measure be ascribed to the mechanical 

devices which replace human labor in industry and agriculture and speed production faster 

than products can be absorbed and consumed. Today even the intensified horrors of war 
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can be attributed in no small measure to the same mechanization, that destroys human life 

faster and devastates cities and countrysides more completely than men of peace ever 

dreamed of. 

At the root of these causes or explanations there lies a cause far more fundamental 

and universal. Men have failed to find the solution of all these problems, because they 

have either forgotten, or ignored, or deliberately excluded God from their counsels. 

The laws of the l)ecalogue"and of nature, the principles of justice and of charity, the 

wisdom that is born in sincere communion with God have received little attention at the 

conference tables of nations or of the groups that plan and decide the affairs,\vhich 

affect so vitally human life and happiness in the economic and social order. Shortsighted 

human selfishness, a purely materialistic outlook on life, the fallacy that might makes 

right have become dominant factors in the attempted adjustment of nearly every human 

problam. Too often, even where God and religion are still given some consideration, the 

service is of the lips rather than of the heart, an external formality arid not a vi talizlng 
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force that enters every phase of puman conduct and influences every momentous decision. 

Too often there is no evidence that, in "the discharge of their duties as statesmen or as 

leaders in the economic and social ord~Jfmen sense any consciousness of their responsi

bility before God for the manner in which they decide matters that affect the weal and 

woe of millions of human beings. 

THE REMEDY 

Consequently there seems to be no remedy for the many evils which confront the 

world today until God and sincere religion again become the permanent inspiration and 

motivation of human life in all its phases. God and religion must be welcomed back into 

education in school, college and university, for it is in education that the minds and 

wills of men are trained and molded. The progressive secularization of education, begun 

in the elimination of religion and ending in the open teaching of contempt for religion, 

has contributed more than any other factor to the crushing of faith and the breakdo';m 

of moral stability in modern life. The divorcing of religion from education has 



-13

undermined the prestige which religion should enjoy and the influence which it should 

exert upon human thought and conduct. This divorcing of religion from education has 

r esulted in the banishment of religious thought and motive from legislative halls and 

cabinet chambers, from the conference rooms of business men and the meeting places of 

labor groups. In effect God has been crowded out of His universe and confined to the 

narrow precincts of the sanctuary; religion has been frowned out of all human relations, 

pushed back and locked up behind the doors of the church; moral principles and rules of 

conduct may be conceded a place in the individual conscience, but ~et little if any con

sideration in the broader field of civics and economics. The restoration of God and 

r eligion must begin at the bottom of the process of human culture, it must begin in t he 

schools and carried through the entire system of education. In no other way is the 

reformation which the world needs conceivable. 

Religious and moral principles must also be restored to their proper places in 
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social thinking, i n profes sional and business life, in fact in all human r elations . The 

separat ion of r eligion from education has without question created t he f alse psychology , 

that religion is a thing apart from a l l the experiences of l ife, whereas in reality it 

shoul d permeate l ike a leaven man's every thought and action. Rel igion should be the 

background of the et hical princi pl es , accor ding t /which all important dec i sions are 

made in business and the profess i ons , in poli t ics and economics , in t he shop and in t he 

factory . It is only through t heir sol id anchorage in moral law and r esponsibi lity, 

f i rmly rooted in t he sanct ions of positive religi0lc t hat t he oaths of public officials , 

contracts between bus iness men and social groups , agreements of honor bet ween profes

sional men and t heir cl ient s convey the guarant ees that i nspire conf i dence . 

OPPORTUNITY AND RESPONSIBTI..ITY 

Yours , my dear catholic graduates, has been t he exceptional pri vilege of complet ing 

your educat ion under the auspices of the Sooiety of J esus . This means that you have 

fallen heirs to that priceless ideal and tradi tion, in which religion provi des the 
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the sett ing for t he pr eci ous j ewel call ed educat i on . On t he campus of Loyola Uni vers ity 

you have breathed an atmos phere doubly radiant wi t h t he combined light of faith and 

sc i ence , an a tmosphere aglow with t he warmth of christian charity and richly laden wit h 

the sweet per f ume of the virt ues t hat thrive luxuriantly in the garden of t he Church 

of Chri st . 

Today you stand forth resplendent in the armour of God , "havi ng your loins girt 

about ,J! t h truth, and havi ng on the breastplate of just ice . And your feet shod wi th 

t he pr eparat i on of the gospel of peace." On your ann is "the shie ld of f ait h, where

wi t h you may be abl e to ext i nguish all the fiery darts of the most wicked one". Your 

head i s protected with fft he helmet of salvation" , and in your hands you hold "the 

sword of the spi rit, whi ch i s the Wor d of God" . (cf. Ephes . VI, 14-17) . Thus pano

plied you are to go forth into t he world like cr usaders for t ruth and right eousness . 

In the social order you \rlll do battle for just ice and charit y acoording to the 

program 80 spl endidly outlined by Popes Leo XIII and Pius XI , both of illustrious and 
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happy memory. In your vocational or profess i onal careers you are to stand out for honor 

and conscient i ous devot ion to duty . In t he stat e you will uphold just principles of 

government , exhibit and demand respectful submission t o l awful authority, i nsist upon 

t he conscientious fttlt1~9Bt e~ the discharge of the dut i es of public offi ce by others 

and exempl ify t he fai thful observance of your oath , when your fellow cit izens honor you 

with a public t rust. In t he Church you will part icipate generously i n the apostolic 

ministry under t he standard of Cathol ic Aot ion, which in same fo~ is the dut y of t he 

pr act i cal Catholi c in t his age , in vmich the bat tle l ines are sharply drawn bet ween 

religion and irreligion, bet ween christianity and atheism, between Cathol icity and t he 

world at lar ge . 

Your int ellectual, moral and spiritual equi pment is t he best; your courage and 

confidence will not fal ter, i f you keep t his equipment ever fresh and ready for service 

by cont i nued study, prayer and liberal use of the aupernatUl~l means , t hat Christ ha s 

provi ded f or you in the sacrament s and t he Holy Sacr ifice of the Mass . Remember eVer 
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t hat you battle for t he Leader Nonpareil, Christ Jesus , t he King of Kings , that you 

battle for the extensi on of a kingdom of which t he r e shall be no end , the rule of 

Christ in t he hearts of men i n just i ce , charity and peace , that you battle for an 

imperishable crown , t he cr own of "justice , which t he Lord will render .••••• t o them 

t hat love His coming". (II Tim. IV, 8) 
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THE HOLY rrAllE }.i 

SOLID CHRISrIAN AND LOYAL PATRIOT 

This 18 our aecond convention but in reality the first anniversary of the forma

tion of the Archdiocesan Holy r-Ieme Union . The fact that within the short apace of less 

than two years it has been possible to weld the catholic manhood of thiB illustrious 

Archdiocese into a Sf ' ,."'''' 1 ~JOoietYJ which stands for the highest spiritual and moral 

ideals, is certainly an achievement for \mich VIe owe gratl tude -to Almighty God. The 

fact that our catholic resources of spiritual and moral man power have in such a short 

period of tilne been drawn together into a Diocesan vade organization is likewise a 

tribute to the zeal and efficiency of the Connnittees of prieats and laymen mb t * have 

worked on this project during the past few years . Hence, our first duty today is one 



- 2

of thanksgiving to God, ../ho hath given the graci' and to all others who have so faith

fully and generously cooperated with God's grace in achieving success . 

The Holy Name Union haa drawn the manhood of our Archdiocese towards the Church 

as the center and inspiration of religious and moral life . It has made our men con

scious of the necessity and advantages of a more liberal use of the sac~ents , the 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and other means of grace . It has supplied the antidote to 

that ftrange tendency towards what I call churchless catholic1ty, to \'lhich consciously 

or unconsciously 80 many of our catholic men have fallen prey. By churchless catho

licity I mean the tendency to subscribe to membership in the Catholic Church without 

being seen too frequently in the church, at the altar rail and around the confessional. 

In a sense it may be compared to pass!ve membership , which in so many instances is the 
~ 

forerunner of '*M dissolution ~ many organizations . The Holy Name Union is succeeding 

in convincing our catholic men that our holy faith and its practices are as essential , 

necessary and important for them as they are for their mothers, wives, sisters and 

children. 
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The Holy Name Union is giving a new Unpetus to parish life, rallying our catholic 

~en around their pastor, in whom they recognize the father of the spiritual family and 

the shepherd of the flock of Christ. Throu¢n this intimate union between prieats and 

laymen parochial life and interest are being strengthened and mora energetically pro

moted for the welfare of the entire congregation., . 
The Holy Name Union bas broadened the~ our catholic men, making them COD

scious ot the wider interesta that lie beyond parochial lina~ __ in the solution of 
~ 

which every Catholic in the Archdiocese must feel a concern and~bligatlon of practical 

cooperation. en the program of fostering study and discussion clubs, our youth move

ment and other practical works of the Holy Nwne Union are more fully developed, our 

~ 
catholic men mil accept with enthusiasm. this broader "Ii.' n and understanding of our 

interests and probl~B. 

Rence, we have today much reason for genuine grat1.fication. To pastors and curates 

to officials and nembers, diocesan and local, we extend our cordial congratulations 
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up.')n the achievements l'lhich justice we record and celebrate today.L..U-·'M': r;. 
ILID CERISTIAN 

and devotion to Christ .Tesus, the Savio~ur of mankind . To the Holy Irene man the name of 
~ ~ 

.Tesus is sacred, :ioJl pap IQsL &..is not only the symbol but ~ efficacious means 
I<tJ 

#J-~IVvlt..C... 
lI!'~ta *he 

The Holy Name Society is primarily organized for spiritual purposes . In the Holy 

Name pledge each member professes his sterling unquestioning faith in the truths of our 

holy religion. He vows reverence and obedience to God and pledges special attachment 

of grace and salvation;Athe COIlIClandments represent the holy will of God , t o which we as 
-~ ~~ 

men and children of God owe sincere and unqualified obedlence j the Church is the repre

sentative of Christ, whose mission , power and authority are '"identical with the mission , 

power and authority of the Son of GOd mado nan . In the mind and heart of the Holy Name 

.rr.an there is no line"of demarcation betl7een Christ and the ChUl' ch. IIe knows that the 

Church is the mystical body of which Christ is the head and we, the children of the 

Church, the members . The Holy Name man is convinced that dIW"ir.1aginar-.f cleavage between 



Christ and the Church can only lead to spiritual disaster and death . Christ is the vine , 

we are the branches , fed, nourished and strengthened by the life-blood that emanates fram 

the f a:rt of Christ and finds its way freely and abundantly to the least of the manbers . 

The IToly N~e ~n 1s above all practical in his relations to the spiritual and super

natural life . To him the TIoly Sacrifice of the llass and the Sacraments are realities to 

be participated in generously and \'lith persevering constancy. Hie Sunday !:lass and his 

monthly Holy COI1!1union are sacred practices from \'mich the Holy fi''U1e man derives tl1e 

c~ort and strongth nucessary to persevere in the Y of truth and righteousness . 

In the sacred relationships of the home as husband, father and bl~ther the Holy 

Name man is a source of edification and inspiration . His private religious life is 

devout , his moral life is above reproach , his mind and heart are clean , his tongue is 

restrained against profanity and scurrility. his character and conduct are at all times 

honorable and l/orthy of the confidence and affect ion of those \mO share with him the 

cornnon life of the family end the home . It is these beautiful reactions to the inspiration 
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cf - the Holy Hame Society that make the Holy l~mne man the ideal. christi&n, a veritable 

tower of strength in the circles in w-/hlch he moves . 

THE LO' 


Reli~lon and morality are the true foundations for patriotism. }Jl human authority 

is derived from God , is the supreme Lord and Ruler of the universe . In. the last 

analysis all obedience bas ita sanction in this fact , namely that all la.\'If'ul author!ty 

is in a measure representative of the authority of God . 'or this reason. the man of 

faith realizes that in the exercise of obedience he is responsible not only to the 

visible powers that govern him directly but also to the invisible God to whom he shall 

one day be obliged to render an accounting . It is significant that not only the subject/
l 

but aleo he who exercises authority and wields power must appear before tbe Bame eternal 

all scrutinizing Judge to answer for the manner in which he discharged his duties and 

responsibi11ties . 



TIle Holy NaIle man pledges allegiance to his country, to his flag and to the repre

sentat1ves of his government . To him this allegiance is something genuine and real; in 

effect it means that he loves his country \nth an ardour second only to the love that he 

owes to his God ; he is ,·1illing to serve h1s country with a devotion that places the com

mon good before all personal and individual considerations; he is willing to stake his 

all in defense of his count~~ even death is a sweet sacrifice that he 1s willing to 

lay on the altar of patriotism, if the defense of his country, the security of his home 

and the welf'are of his fellow citizens demand the supreme sacrifice . The Holy Name man 

can be depended upon under all circumstances to realize the highest ideals of Citizenship 

not only in ttme of peace but also in any emer~ncy that may arise in the community , 
-6....--9 ,state or country, with whose stabllity and progress his own welfare 1s int1ma.tely . 1 

These thoughts have today a practical application. .'lith the Vlorld at large we 

Americans feel that we are passing through a period or crisis . H.. rif:r·;Ji ..... iJ f.f·. J; This crisis 

Hi brought about not only by the tel'T1fic physical confli.ct which is now in progress in 

http:confli.ct
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Europe and in Asia, but alao by the changes lch are taking place in the philosophy of 

life and government . The forces which are today forging to the front in their quest for 

domination will not be content with the physi cal conquest of nations . They are in reali ty 

seeking to change our traditional plan and mode of living to such an extent that we are on 

the threshold of a new kind of civilization . 

Unfortunately tl1is new' type of civilization strikes at the heart of religion and 

ohri stianity. The denial of God , the dest ruction or enslavement of the Church, the eradi 

cation of r eligious and spiritual beliefs and ideals, the abandonment of christian tradi 

tions and practioes are all parts of the program which the so-called TotE..litarian system 

of government is endeavoring to propagate over the entire face of the earth . To ~at 

extent their efforts may be directed towards our own country and the other countries of 

the Western hemispher e may not be fully known , but certainly there is sufficient evidence 

to believe that the so- celled leaders set absolutely no limit to their ~bition8 and hopes . 

As believers and followers of the Prince of Peace , guided by His Vicar, our Holy 
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Fa.:r,h'er Pope Pius XII, it is our duty to persevere in our hopes and aspirations towards 

peace . Be it ours to continue to pray for :peace , to hope for peace and to work for peace 

for the entire world, :peace with justice and honor , peace that will recognize the spiritual 

and moral rights of individuals and nations , peace that will give to the Church the right 

to exercise freely her divine mission to teach and sanctlry the souls of men. Be it ours 

to pray that our own blessed country may continue to walk peacefully among the nations 

of the earth, exercising its influence towards applying and ending the horrors of war and 

bringing back to human hearts the solace and strength of that blessed peace which was 

announced by the angels on the night of the saviour's birth - "Peaoe to men of good will" . 

t:24-~~~~~~~ ~ 
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OORPUS CHRISTI, TEXAS 
{ DEDIOATION OF fIr. PATRICK'S CATHEDRA!.. 

~ JULY 17, 1940 

"And in the last days the mountain ot the house ot the Lord shall be prepared on 

the top ot the mountain, and it shall be exalted above the hills, and all the nations 

shall tollow unto it" - Isaias 1I-2. 
_/b.---l ~ _ . / • 
~'-r~cr~ 

at!. ]I I, 1 .. 11 'w Oathedral at Oorpus Ohristi on Oorpus Christi Bay - what a wealth ot 

catholic thought and mysticiam, ot catholic inspiration and romance bursts torth tram 

the very mention ot the title ot this beautiful house ot the Lord. Corpus Ohristi, 
t~ 

Body ot Ohrist, glorious title ot/subl1me mystery ot the Most Holy Eucharist, the en

during token ot the love ot the Saviour tor t he children ot men! 

In this sacred name have the pioneer settlers ot this cha~ng spot lett to( 
posterity a mouoment ot their protound catholic taith and an abiding act ot reverence 

for tbe mystery. which constitutes the very soul of our catholic religion. For all 
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ttmes and for all people seems this site to be hallowed and destined as a place ot 

pil!1"image, where God's love is 1DInortalized and His goodness held in benediction, 

that goodness which dispenses bountifully to the souls of men ~reY', strength and 

solace. 

And how propitious the name of st. Patrick, Apostle of Ireland! Yea, through 

the sturdy faith, zeal and generOSity of his numerous spiritual progeny, Apostle 

also to the world! Inspirins patron ot myrIads of Erin's sons and daughters who, 

forced by persecution, or pressed by some other hardship, or urged by the sheer 

spirit ot adventure, to leave their native land, carried to the utmost bounds ot 
~41.. 

the earth the catholic name and faith which st. Patrick gave to their ~lI»4¥.....core-

bears. For more than three generations has this venerable name of Ireland's patron 

Saint, inscribed on the original church in Corpus Christi, borne testimony to the 

nationality and faith ot Captain Kenny and others among the tirst settlers ot Corpus 

Christi, end to the zealot B'athers Fitzgerald and O'Reilly, who tirst ministered to 
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the spiritual needs ot this community. May this testimony become, through this new 

house ot worship erected to the glory ot God tmder the Patronage ot st. Patrick, a 

cherished tradition ot catholicity in the Southwest ot our countryl 

LIKE THE MUfIl'ARD SEED: 

Under the patronage ot st. Patrick the pioneer congregation ot the early titties 

in the last century has tollowed the pattern ot the mustard seed, set by our blessed 

S&Tiour as the symbol ot growth tor Ris Church. The primitive mission chapel erected 

in 1854 has been described as "a rickety building, dark, gloamy and depressing". It 

was replaced in 1881 by a more pretentious church built under the direction ot Bishop 

Manuey, which, in spite ot original detects, seams to have survived the Vicissitudes 

ot time until 1938, when a tire seemed as a sign trom heaven that a more worthy house 

ot God should be erected. 

This, in briet terms, tells the story ot the expansion ot a modest mission chapel 

lftto 
into a stately te.mple,/a worthy expression ot ecclesiastical art atter the manner ot 
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Latin Amerlca, an eloquent symbol of catholic id86liBlll and culture. strangely enough, 

but quite fittingly, the ground now hallowed in the sacred burden that it bears, beiD« 

the gift of the lohn Kenedy femily, continues the traditlon in which were laid the 

foundations of this venerable parish. 

The evolution of a simple mission chapel into the Mother Church ot an illustrious 

diocese, the growth of a cluster ot catholic families into an influential congregation, 

the parallel developnent of catholic education from the modesty of a one room school

house into a complete pIlrochial system of elementary and high schools tor boys and girls, 

truly this is an epic that ch&l.lenges our acbniration, a story worthy to be written in 

letters ot gold in the religious and cultural annals ot this great state ot Tems, as 

an imperishable test1D¥>ny ot the taith, zeal and toresisht ot the bishops, priests, 
~~d...~~~ 

religious and: lait?1 ot this venerable City. ..,.. 

CONTRASt'S 

~ 
Three factors stand out to account tor the steady progress ot the Church in AA.'PMA • 
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;aRS'Uow Tribute must in the tirst place be paid to God' s providence and grace. Not 

incleed in the same manner, nor to the same extent, that <l1~r1st abides with the universal 

Church, does He cooperate With an individual tlock and its Shepherds. Nevertheless, 

we may rightly believe and confidently hope tbat His presence, gui<Wlce and protection 

are in some manner made manitest in every group ot His taithful tollowers. Has He not 

pran1sed: "Where there are two or three gathered together in ){y name, there am I 1D the 

midst ot th.tt • ()(t. XXI-20) Nothin& short ot the providence ot God can account tor 

the manner in which churches, schools and institutions ot charity and human weltare 

have increased within the last hundred years throughout the United states. It is as 

true today as it was in the days ot st. Paul, that Paul may plant, Apollo may water, 

but it is God that giveth the increase. (I Cor. III-I?) 

Credit is due in the second place to that marvelous spirit ot sacritice, whieh has 

at all times characterized the attitude ot the faithful and the clergy of America to

wards the Church and her institutions. The genuine American catholic not only 10ve8 his 
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religion, he is proud ot it, waxes enthusiastic about it and is Willing to deny h1mselt 

tor the sake ot it. '!'hus it has been possible within less than two centuries to build 
vigorous 

up in these United states a/catholic spiritual lite, supported by a material structure 
~ 

t hat challeD8es the works ot the ages ot f'afth in Europe. The catholic explorerA ad-
a~~ /' 

venturer/~ cOlonist~rare17 set f'orth on their perilous missio~ Without their pr1est; 

rare too were the instances in wh1ch it was not possible to J:;;;;;; heroic apostoliC 

men who were willing to leave all, cross seas and tra.verse continents in the quest tor 

souls. When the p10neer moved h1gher upon the ladder ot soc1al, economic and industrial 

progress, he advanced also the dign1ty of' his Church by enlarginc, beautifying and making 

more etticient her buildings and equ1pment. Church and tlock seem bound to each other 

in a partnership in which both share joy and sorrow, prosper1ty and adversity, triumph 

and persecution; under all circumstances and at every cost the ministry ot religion i8 

guaranteed an uninterrupted existence. 

There 1s yet a third factor that enters into the progressive development ot the 
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Church in America. That is the atmosphere of religious freedan and religious tolerance 

., 	 in which we liTe. Rights which are ours by divine will and in virtue ot the natural 

law are further guaranteed to us' under the Constitution and the Bill ot Rights. In 

virtue ot this guarantee the Church as an organization and the individual as a tJoee 

citizen can each untold , develop and participate in the richness ot religious lit., 

provided only that due regard be had for public order and the rights of other men. If' 

at t~es this liberty and this tolerance have been menaced or even violated by un

scrupulous zealots, the temporary disturbance has served to emphasize the fundamental 

prinCiple, to arouse the indignation of the overwhelmi~ majority ot our tellow citizens 

and to spur men on to a better appreciation ot their rights and to a more zealous partici 

pation in their religiOUS duties. 

It is heartening in these days of new ideologies and ot international strite to 

hear repeated again and again/by the President and others in public authority/the in

sistent adherence of our government to these principles of treedom. In this hour ot 
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mKK joy over the dedication of this noble temple to the service ot God. it is ~possible 

to deplore the fact that at least in one powerful country beliet in Go~ is proscribed/ 

and that in other countries the mission and work ot the Church are unjustly circumscribed. 

and hampered. A return to barbaric religious customs and to pagan practices is in some 

quarters openly advooated. although we have no knowledge ot the extent to which this 

propaganda has been eftective. These signs ot the tilnes in which we live are not the 

last or the least that should be weighed, as we regard with troubled souls the duel tor 

the domination ot the world and its civilization now in progress in Europe, in the Near 

East, in Africa and in distant China. Terrible as are the horrors ot war in all its 

modern tury and ruthlessness, the loss ot our democratic freedoms, predominently treedom 

of worship and tolerance, would do greater violence to our manner of lite than any 

physical hardship that could befall us. Therefore, on 8: day like thiS. it behooves us 

to pray to God that as a nation we may resist and rejeet those modern philosophies ot 

government ,which make the denial ot God and religious warship, or the curtailment ot 

religiOUS freedom,s part ot their system and political creed. Such denials strike at 
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the very roots of man's nature, dignity and destiny and take trom human lite every 

higher incentive and inspiration. Let us,aa citizens of every creed,be Tigilantly on 

our guard against every doctrine or movement that would undermine the structure of our 

tree institutions and spell ruin for the magnificent spiritual life, which that structure 

makes possible in our nation. 

VIBRANT LI~. 

In the ceremony of the dedication of a church we are made conscious of the vibrant 

life that eXists within its walls and radiates to the souls of men. To view a catholic 

church merely as a mass of stone and steel, however artistically and pleasingly they are 

joined together, is to re~rd a body without catching a gl~pse of the soul that gives 

it lite and energy. When Solomon dedicated his great temple to its holy purpose, the 

Lord said: "I have heard thy prayer an~ thy supplication, which thou hast made before 

me: I have sanctified this house, which thou hast built, to put my name there forever, 

and my eyes and my heart shall be there always" (3 Kings IX-3) When God Himself de
a 

clares that His eyes and His heart shall be there always, it is more than/metaphor of 
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speech to state that churches have souls, in the sense that there is present wi thin them 

the very spirit of God, that sees and speaks and communicates lite to those who enter 

with taith and sincerit)". 

Everythin~ about a catholic church is a symbolic expreSSion and instrument 01' lite 

giVing spir1tual power. The very form ot the church 1s the symbol of God's majest)" and 

greatness; its towers and vaultings draw our imagination, our thoughts, our hearts, our 

emotions to His heavenly throne surrounded by Seraphim and Cherubin. The bells are as 

many tongues that procla1m the glory of God, sUIIIIlon us to pra)"8r and divine service, 

usher in the Church's feasts and register in turn the 3101's and the sorrows in which the 

human heart/under the promptings ot faith/seeks God's participation and solace. The 

holy water at the entrance is a symbol ot benediction and a reminder ot the purity ot 

soul with which we should enter the holy place. The baptistry speaks of the new life, 

" spiritual and supernatural, into which we must be born it we would enter the kingdom ot 

heaven; WUnless a man be born again of water and the Holy Ghost, he cannot enter the 

kingdom ot heaven" (J'no. 1II-5). The contessional, sometimes more solemnly called the 
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tribunal of penance, is in reality the most eloquent s~bol of God's infinite mercy, 

the mercy that; brings peace to troubled souls, the mercY' that radiates fran the words 

whe1'B in Chri st left with His' Church the power of forgiving sin: "Receive Y'e the Holy 

Ghost. Whose sins you shall forgive, theY' are forgiven them: and whose sins Y'ou shall 

retain theY' are retained.- (1no. XX-21,22) • . 

The pulpit bears test1m.onty to the mission of truth and the pledge of divine guid

ance in which tbat mission is framed and exercised by the Church through her hierarchy 

and priesthood. The catholic pulpit proclaims that there is in the Church a teachins 

authoritY', which is not derived fram men, is not an echo ot the opinions of men and does 

not retlect the changing moods ot men. This teaching authority is derived from Christ, 

the Son of God, erlends to all truth, is set like a precious jewel in the halo Qt the 

,. 	 unfailing guidance ot the Holy Ghost, the Spirit ot Truth, and is exercised by a minis

try solemnlY' sworn to adhere with eonstant firmness and fidelity to the doctrine, which 

for twentY' centuries has Withstood triumphantlY' the scrutiny ot honest scholarship and 
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the malicious assults of ~ misguided spirits. This stability and firmness of the 

Church in the .exerc1se of her divinely guided teaching authority stand out as the 

sources of her strength and of the solidarity of her members; the abandoDment and 

repudiation of that authority by religious refo~ers and independent philosophizers 

are chiefly responsible for the chaos that exists today in the world of religion, 

governmental philosophy and social economics. 

The presence ot a throne in the sanctuary reminds us that this is a Cathedral, 

the seat of spiritual authority, vested in a successor ot the Apostles. Again that 

throne speaks to us ot and with an authartty that is not of this world, an authority 

that is neither selt-assumed nor imposed by any human pOwer or agency, an authority 

that is nevertheless real, potent and far-reachins in its effect and influence. He 

who rules from this throne holds in his hand the staft ot a shepherd of Christ, to 

Wholl, in the wisdom and judgment of the Church there has been cCIDOitted the respon
social 

sibllity for the spiritual, moral, educational,ftmd material weltare ot th.e flock ot 
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ot Christ that eonstitutes the Diocese ot Corpus Christi. It is the recognition ot the 

divine character ot the episcopal authority that prampts priests and laymen to regard 

with filial reverence the throne which adorns the sanctuary ot the Mother Church ot 

eTery diocese. ALTAR AND TABERNACLE 

Everythina in the catholic house ot God ultUDately converges t owards the altar and 

the tabernacle. There we tind the culmination ot the vibrant lite and religious 
I'tY' 

realism. that are retlected so powertully in the architecture and appointmen\ ot a 

catholic church. The altar and the tabernacle constitute the tocal point that reveals 

the essential reason tor the tinal eXistence ot the temple ot God and tor the sacri

fice, labor and art that are laVished upon it. Inversely it is trom the altar and 

tabernacle that lite, 11ght, energy and warmth are :re.diated throughout the editice to 

the souls ot men. 

The altar is the site and sy.mbol ot sacritice, the supreme act ot divine worsh ip, 

without which any torm ot religion 1s 1DI.pertect, Without which any other act ot homage, 
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intended to be an acknowledgment of the absolute ~ination of God over man. is 1n

compl ete. In the Old Law there were many forms of sacrifice, all ordained or God. 

all typical of the one great sacrifice of the Divine Lamb, "Which", in the words ot 

the Apocalypse ,"tlas slain from the beginning of the world" (Apoc. nII-8), all deriving 

their efficacy fram the sacrifice of the God-man, Who by His death on the Cross "took 

away the sins of t he world" (Jno. I,29) and fulfilled the end for Wbich He had came 

amon!; the children of men: "He is the mediator of the new testament: that by means ot 

His death, for the redemption of those transgressions, whi ch were under the former 

testament, they that are call ed may receive the promise of eternal inheritance" (Hebr. IX-15) 

In the New Dispensation the daily renewal and memorial of the Sacrifice ot Calvary 

is maae possible through the Eucharistic Sacrifice of the Mass, enacted on our altars 

through the ministry of the priesthood instituted by Christ. The mandate and power 

issued by Christ at the Last Supper in the memorable "Do this for a commemoration of 

me" (Luke XXII-19) applies not only to the changing of bread and Wine into Christ's 
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Body and Blood but also to the offering of that Body and Blood in the n~e of Christ as 

the daily fulfilment of the prophecy of Malachy: "Fram the rising ot the sun even to 

the going down, my name is great among the Gentiles, and in every place there is sacri

fice, and there is offered up to my name a clean oblation: for my name is great amon! 

the Gentiles, sa1th the Lord of hosts" (Mal. I,ll) 

This Eucharistic Sacrifice brings Jesus Chriat back daily among the ch1ldren of 

men,as the High Priest and Vict:lJ::l,to officiate as mediary between them and His Heavenly 

Father. More sacred, then, does the catholic altar become than the altar on which Abel 

offered the firstling ot his flock, more venerable than the pedestal on which Melchise

dech offered bread and wine in thanksgiving tor the Victory over the enemies ot Abrah~. 

more dignified than the mound of s:ones over Which Jacob poured the sacrificial vil on 

his way t o Mesopotnnia. more hallowed even than the holy of holies built by Solomon into 

his wonderful temple. All these were but figures and symbols of the altar, whereon the 

Sacrifice ot the Cross is perpetuated for all times. in all places and for all peoples. 
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And who 1'1111 venture even to count the blessings that emanate t'rom the altar, when the 

Lamb ot' God is again the victim in that mystical, unbloody representation of His death 

which constitutes the Eucharistic Sacrificel The altars of the Old Testament and their 

sacrifices have all passed, the Eucharistic altar of the New Testament shall endure to 

the end ot' time. 

In the tabernacle the High Priest and ViciUn of the Eucharistic Sacrifice chooses to 

abide as king and friend among His subjects and followers. Thus is realized through the 

mystery of the Most Holy Eucharist the literal fulfillment of the promise made by God to 

Solomon at the dedication of ~he temple of Sion: "I have sanctified this house ••••••••• 

and my eyes @d my heart shall be there always" - It is, therefore, no figure of speech 

when devout souls sense a mysterious Presenoe, invisible but palpable to the sensibili

ties ot' the soul that is open to divine influence, when they come to pray in the peaceful 

atmosphere of a catholic church. Even devout non-Catholics have been known to sense 

this Presence as they sat and prayed under the flicker ot' the sanctuary light, without 
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being aware of/purpose it serves. oertainly 4eIP Oatholics, whose faith in the real and 

abiding presence of Jesus Christ in the Sacrwment or the MOst Holy Eucharist is a matter 

of firm unshakable conviction, will always feel that the tabernacle, be it simple or 

ornate, d~inative or elaborate, in the poverty of a mission chapel or in the pompous 

splendour of a Cathedral, is the dwelling place and throne of the living Son of God, 

Christ Jesus, really, truly and substantially present in the Sacrament of His love. 

P'or the catholic heart every tabernacle is a throne from which the King of Kings dis

penses love and mercy, the abiding peace of the Friend of friends, Who is always 

eagerly ready to .'8,1&81 sympathy, consolation and help to all who approach with 

faith, confidence and love. 

DOES HUMANITY NEED THE CHURCH? 

These thoughts will, we trust, JfIIK help us to tmderatand the solemnity of the 

ritual of the Dedication of a Church, especially of a Cathedral or Mother Church of 

a Diocese. They will also make understandable the ritual with mich the Catholic 
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Church clo1;hes all the acts that express her relations to God. Even the works ot re

ligious art, not always extremely retined but nevertheless sincere, with which she 

adorns the walls and sanctuary of the Lord's house, the music that adds splendour to 

her solemn ceremonies tinkle with lite and express the strange paradox of the realism 

of the catholic taith and the idealism ot catholic worship. 

What is wrong with our times is that many have lost much ot this realism. ot faith 

and wasted the idealism of divine worship on empty.artificial.meaningless worldly show. 

What is needed is the sincerity of Solomon, who atter testing worldly wisdom and tasting 

worldly pleasure proclaimed in the humil1ty ot his heart "I saw in all things vanity 

and vexation at mind, and that nothing was lasting under the sun" (Ecc]sUI-ll) What is 

needed is the vision of Christianity from within, as expressed by Augustin Thierry, a 

noted convert ot the last century: "Between christianity se~n trom within and christianity 

'seen froI!l without, there is the same difference II'IU***I as between the painted glass 

windows at a cathedral, looked at from one side or from the other. Seen trom without • 
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they resemble dark-gray stains, separated from one another by dull leaden lines; seen 

tram Within, they are beautitul tigures, gloWing with light" Even same Catholics never 

get the tull vision traa withinl 

What is needed in the 11urmoil ot wild ideologies t tha't would destroy all taith ex

cept faith in their own paganism, is the conviction which Monsieur Vandal once expressed 

before the IPrench Academy: "We shall not find the totmdation ot du'ty outside ot that 

faith which has so long tormed the support ot the French soul. There is no e~ple ot 

a people without religion ever having ~ined a tree people" - What this restless, stor.m

tossed world needs is re-direction ot the human heart back to spiritual and moral sim

plicity and sanity, the realization that the tocasing ot the human heart away trom God 

does violence to its very natUJ98 and nomal craving. It is still as true in this twen... 

tieth century ot confused thinking and hectic act1on, as it was 1n the days ot st. 

Augustine, that our hearts are restless until they rest in God. Among the violences 

which we are witnessing in our day, none does more har.m to humanity than the Violence 
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ot i rreligion, paganism, religious persecution and deliberate turni~ away f'rom God. 

In conclusion ma1 we express our war.Mest sentiments of' congratulation to His 

Excellency the Most Reverend Ordinary ot this Diocese of Corpus Christi and to His EX

cellency, his Most Reverend Bishop Coadjutor, upon the auccessf'ul completion ot this 

beautiful Cathedral and its auspicious dedication. May this event prove another 

historic milestone in the growth and progress of' this venerable See and city. May it 

give to catholicity in Southern Texaa a new incentive f'or enthusiastic loyalty to the 

Catholic Church and Faith. May this dignified piece of' ecclesiastical architecture 

be to all men of' good will in Corpus Christi a source of' rel1gious inspiration and 

the instrwaent of' the mest bountif'ul blessings of' the Lord God of' hosts, to Whom be 

honor and glory forever. 
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L . S.U. CATHOl..ICSTlJ'DEt-JT CmTER 
DEDIOATION - OCTOBllR 23 , 1940 

"BleBsed is the man whom thou shalt 1nstruct, 0 Lord: and shalt 


" teach him out of thy law". 

Ps. XCIII - 12 

Today a noble ambition is realized and t he labors and sacrifices spread over more than 

a decade of years are rewarded in the realization. Throughout that canparatively long 

series of years has it been the desire of the Church through her representatives to place 

at the disposition of the catholic student body of Louisiana state University tb.e facil1

ties ot a center, that might serve to those spiritual, moral and social needs, for which 

the University is not expected to make provision . Likewise has it been the desire of the 

Church to establish a suitable resideno,e and office, wherein the oatholic chaplain at the 

University might be more completely and more conveniently available to the student body 

and faoulty . 

During these years, vl1th the approval ot his superiors, the chaplain has succeeded in 



-2

organizing an eff icient group of priests and laymen, notably the Knights of Columbus 

and the Catholic Daughters of America of the entire State, who have aided substantiall.y 

in raising f'unds towards the realization of' the project . In this task the priests and 

the fa1 thf'ul of' the Archdiocese finally played a worthy part in response to a general 

appeal for financial assistance . 

It seems only fitting that on this joyous occasion we should give publ1c expression 

of our gratitude to all, who havedur1ng all these years sustained with generous loyalty 

this work of God for the welfare of souls . Right and just does it seem also, at th1s 

time to express our appreciation to the governing body of the Univers1ty of' the great 

service rendered in making available on a generous lease contract this splendid aite , 

which made it possible practically to integrate this center with other structures serving 

similar purposes and with the splendid array of academic buUdings that constitute this 

one ot the finest campuses in t he country. This gracious act was a benefaction which we 

prize and a challenge , to which we have striven to respond in the planning ot an ensemble 
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worthy of its setting . 

In spite of our efforts to do justioe to all , we may fail to give adequa~e reoogni

tion to every group and individual , who has aided in the enterprise , and tor this reason 

we crave charitable indulgence for any omissions . But we cannot forget the thoughtfulness 

ot the good ladies , the Sponsors of the Newman Club, who furnished the rectory most munifi

cently, nor must we pass over t he i ndivi dual donors ot many ob j ects, including the liturgi

cal marble altar , that adorn this house of God. 

To the Reverend Chaplain and his Building Committee, among wbam we find Right Reverend 

Monsignor Gassler , the venerable Dean, or iginal promoter of the University chaplaincy and 

ever prudent advi ser of the group, to the architect , engineers and contractors we extend 

a message of fel101t.ation and cordial congrat ul.at10n. May Christ the King of kings , to 

.0ge everlasting glory this Center is dedicated, bless all who have had a share, be it 

ever so modest, in making this a day of genuine joy and benediction . 

One word more, to the venerable Bi shop of Lafayette , who has so graciously consented 



to celebrate the Solemn Mass of Dedication, and to His Excellency the Bishop of Alexandria, 

who honors us with hie presence . Bot h illustrious prelates have greatly aided the projeot 

by their approval and enoouragement . 

MISSION OF THE Sl'UDmT ClNTER 

It is only reasonable to expect that many would inquire about the mission of a re

ligious student center on the C~pus of a state or secular University. This inquiry would 

naturally apply to all such centera , regardless of the religious groups or denominations 

that sponsor tham. Undoubtedly many would approach the inquiry with a thought about the 

traditional separation of religion and education expr essed or implied in federal or state 

constitutions . Fortunately that so-called principle of separation has never in these 

united states of America been urged t o the point of barring religiOUS services from our 

federal m.llitary and naval acadElllies in West Point and Annapolis or preventing in these 

places the ereotion, at t he expense of private citizens, of suit able houses of worship . 

Nor has this principle of separation inhibited the appointment of chaplains and the 
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conduct of religious services in military camps and barracks, on our naval vessels, in 

federal, state and municipal hospItals and pri sons . After all., we are a nation that still 

boasts of its belief and trust in God , that sets Its face firmly against the sooffer ot 

religion, that does not disdain to open and close its legislative ass~bl1es with prayer, 

that at least on one day in each year offers to the all high God , the GIver of all good 

gifts, a solemn act of thankfulness and praise . It would , therefore, be a strange con

tradiction of our best national t»aditions, were God and religion inexorably barred from 

the educational life of our American youth t 

EDUC.ATIO~l A SUBLD!E FUNCTION 

One of the great Fathers of the Church , st. john Ohrysoatam, in speaking of education 

says ~~e of h1s conmentaries on the Gospel : at can equal that art , which is devoted to 

the direction of the soul and the fomation of t he mind and character of youth? He who 1s 

charged with such a funct10n, must exhibIt greater dilIgence than any painter or sculptor" . 

The paInter indeed deals with drab , lifeless canvas, on which by t he applIcation of pigments 
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of varied colors he may produce marvelous effects, but never can he create a single spark 

or life or act ion. The sculptor may mold out of plasti c clay or carve out ot immaculate 

marble a figure ot entranCing beaut y, but like Michael Angelo , standing in admir ation 

before his wonderful cr eation of the statue of Moses, he will cry in vain that the ehild 

of his genius speak to him even a single syllable. 

Far more exalt ed , even 8ubltme, is t he funct ion of the educator, but also far more 

responsible . His is the privilege and t ask to mold the human soul , to enrich the h\ID.8D 

intellect , to put lite and color int o human ehar acter , to prepare for his place in lite 
an 

this youth , who contains within his soul the pot ent i al genius of/Aristotle or of a st . 

Thomas Aquinas, the power of a Caesar or of a Napol eon, t he herolBlIl of an Alexander or 

of a Joan of Arc , the gentle ~ of a Raphael or of a ~illo, the fIery sanctity of an 

Ignat1us or the sweet unction of Soeur Therese called the Little Flower of Lisieux. Every 

expression of human life , t he t r end of human society , the development o~ civilizat ion, the 

progress of SCience , art, culture, industry and economics, the course of human history, 
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the woe and weal of nations and of all human1ty , human happiness in time and in eternity 

lie in the palm of the educator's hand, awai ting the form that his fingers will fashion 

and the color and direction his skilful strokes wi ll produce . 

SOURCE OF INSPIRATION 

The educator must derive his inspiration from a correct and necessarily lofty con

cept of the nature , miss ion and destiny of t he bei ng that he aims to educate. It will 

make all the diff erence in t he world whether his concept be spir1tual. or purely mater ial

istic; whether he regard his pupil as the image of God, endowed with intelleot and will, 

or as a fortuitous chemical agglomeration, a being just a lit tle lesa t han an angel or 

merely a glorified animal j whether he envision his pupil as endowed with iImnortality and 

destined to become the companion of t he very God , or just another worm of the earth to 

live, grovel, crawl and sufter for a t ime and t hen be hopelessly consumed a few feet below 

the crust of the earth. 

unfortunat ely We have had in all ages , despite t he power of the human i ntellect to 
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r eason to the contrary , and notwithstanding t he persistent teaching of revelation, an 

abundant crop of agnostics and rationalists , materialists and a t heist s , who presume t o 

set themselves up as teacher s aJIla1 instructors. But it seems that our present generation 
pseudo

has produced more t han a fai r share of this species oi'7educators . The fruits of their 

labors are probably among the seventy eight millions of Americans,. who profess neither 

religion nor church membership and who probably know not whither they are going, or 

even why they exist on God' s beautiful earth . 

OUR OBLI~TION TO YOUTH 

The educator is dealing with God ' s masterpiece in visible creat ion , With the one 
presents an illustration of 

being wb.lch/D consummate perfection in its physi cal struct ure, as compared with other 

created things, and which at t he sama t ime enjoys the distinction in visible creation of 

possessing a spiritual nature fash i oned unto the likeness of the creator Himself • That 

same masterpiece is destined , according to the will of the creator, not for t~e but for 

eternit y, not for the transitory joys of earth but for the enduring happiness of heaven , 
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not to live according t o t he prompt i ngs of sense emotions but according to the dictates 

of reason aided by fat t ho All true education must be i nspired by t his fundamental con

cept of the human being. 

In one of his annual r eports Dr . Nicholas Murray Butler , illustrious President of 

New York' s Columbia Un1versitY,deplor es the f fict that in the intellectual life of our 

country these considerations are too oft en ignored . Speaking about the ancient insistenoe 

on "the use of reason, which i s preoeded by faith and leads up to i t , with the aid of 

revelation and grace", Dr. But ler says : "To .starve youth by depriving it of intellectual 

and moral nourishment find to cri pple and disable it by depriving i t of the discipline 

of experience , are among t he newest and most popular forms of cruelty that have been 

devised to ~ educat ion ~possible" . 

FUNCTIONS OF 5TUlJENr CmTER 

is Catholic student Center, so auspicially established Within the heart of a great 

UUlversitY,is designed to complement the secular education whIch is here offered to a 
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numerous and ever growing student body. at the University claims to beyond the pale 

of its regular curriculum, namely the satisfaction of the spiritual and moral needs and 

cravings of the student body, will be offered at and by the Student Center . Here the 

liberal education of t he Campus will be integrated by sound catholic philosophy and~he 
inculcation of religious truth, which fo~s t he aame and perfection of all true education . 

Here the student Will became fwniliar with those sound christian principles, which give 

balance and poise as well as stability and strength to moral character . Bere the student 

will find the opporttmity to solve his doubts and problems , be they moral or spiritual, 

philosophic or practical , historic or religious. 

On the Un1versi ty Campus this spot shall be a hallowed asylum, in \thich, under the 

sanotuary lamp, professors and students, campus executives and visitors may seek light and 

guidance, strength end comfort from t he Divine SaViOur , Who Will henoeforth be enthroned on 

this altar in the Eucharistic Presence . From this sanotuary there 11 henceforth emanate 

a cont Inuous strewn of divine grace to giva sanct!ty and unction , courage and power, 



righteousness and purity to all whose faith and sincerity will prompt the.m to direct hither 

their footsteps and gratify their l onging for communion With God. Here will be offered 

abundant opportunity for the cult1vat ion of that supernatural lite, to which every human 

being is inrlted, urged , aye compelled to aspir e, the supernatural. life which God 's grace 

makes possible and which gives to human nature a participation in the very nature of God . 

On this point let us cite the test i mony of st . Peter in his second Epistle (IV, 1) : "He 

(Christ) hath given us great and precious pr omises : t hat by these you may be made partakers 

of the Dlvine Nature , flying the corruption of that concupiscence which is the world f
'. 

THE FULFILIJJtENT OF A DUTY 

The erection , dedication and maintenance of t he Student Center under the auspices of 

the Catholic Church are an illustration of that maternal solicitUde which the Spouse of 

Christ bestows on all bar children. There is no period or circumstance in human life 

which she does not encompass with he r loving care . But childhood and youth have at all 

times engaged her affectionate conoern more 1ntensely than adult age , because in her ex
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parience through the centuries, in every concei vable vicissitude of life , she has gathered 

abundant proof ot the necessity ot this solicitude . Today, when new philosophies of life 

are shooting up like mushrooms , when the hands of dictators , atheists and radicals of 

every description are stretching out their unholy hands for the domination of the spirit 

of youth, the Church is more conscious than ever of her responsibility . And , inversely 

on the constr uctive side , the Church is equally mindful of a duty to cooperate with the 

positive forces in the sinoere effort t o prepare tor human socIety a youth spiritually 

and morally equipped to combat the evil influences and t rends that menace our civllizatton. 

Frequently have we heard in recent years the plea for a spirttua.l rev!val in our own 

nation as a preparation for the important tasks that lie before us . This esta.blishment 

is one way in which we strive to respond to that plea , one way in which we hope to make 

a worthy contribution to the upbuilding of an American youth that Will carry on the noble 

traditions of our nation, promote the ideals of our homes and perpetuate the civilization 

whioh has been progress!vely achieved under t he christian influence of nearly twenty cen


turies . 




o 

May, then , the university of thi s great state of Louisiana interpret and accept in 

this spirit our contribut ion t o the noble work which is being carried on with so much 

generous zeal on t tis Campus; and may all of us experience an abiding satisfaction in 

the blessings which we pray Christ the King ever to send forth from these hallowed pre

cincts to all who place themselves conf1dently under His loving sway. 
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"TEE 11HOLE YOUTff" 

The two decades just past have witnessed many movements o~ absorbing interest and 

importance, but among them few can lay claim to greater universality and intensity than 

that which revolves about youth . lth scarcely an exception the hands of all kinds of 

institutions and organizations, aye the long ar.ma of the nations o~ the earth , ar 

stretched out towards youth from the undeveloped stage o~ childhood to the maturity of 

manhood and womanhood. The conquest of' youth :for new ideas and ideals, for new philoao

phiea of lite and government has occupied a major position in the programs of the indi

viduals and groups who are today striving f'or the mastery of the earth. Notably in 

Europe, in Russia and in the Orient has resounded the clarion call to youth to rally to 

the support of the nBW ideologies, in which the nations are promised new life, new 

vigour, new power, new prosperity, new wealth. Balila, Giovannezza, R1:H erjugend , 



Russian Atheistic Youth columns , uniformed Nipponese School organizations are but the more 

familiar forms among the many national organizat1ons wh1ch have with unprecedented enthusiasm 

accepted the discipline , usually bard and emcti ng, by which modern leaders are wont to 

train their followers and prepare them for action . 

Nor have we in Ameri ca remainAd untouched by this modern realIzation of the potentIali

ties of youth . Ue have avoided to a large extent military regimentation and fanfare, but 

our youth has received unusual attention in the matter of school athletics, club fODmatlon 

and espeoially in the programs of the Oi v1l1an Oonservation Camps and National. Youth Ad

ministration. Nor has our youth escaped indoctrinat i on, open and clandastine I VIi th the 

newer ideologies, cleverly disseminat ed on t he school and college o~pus,1n workingmen ' s 

circles , in forums , through books and pamphlet s of' an endless variety. not forgetting 

popular fronts , pink and red . 

REASON OBVIOUS 

The reason for this general concentration upon the conquest of youth 1s not difficult 



;+'0 ascertain ~ Youth has intelligence, imaginat ion and romance, qualities which are easily 

capt1vated by and for new ideas . Youth has ambition , hope , strength and a spirit of ad

venture, is all too readily enticed and enlisted for new conquests . Youth actually holds 

within its grasp the possibilities of realizing in the future all that the geniUS of the 

present reasons , schemes and dreams about . There seems, indeed, no more certain avenue 

to suocess for any great campaign than to captivate the mind of youth, harness its enthu

siasm and send it forth gallantly to study, to work, to battle or even to play. 

No wonder then tha.t, even trom a nat ural or human point of view, t he Ohurch should be 

specifically conscious of her mission and responsibility for youth t o an eV6B greater 

degree than -secular powers and agencies . Note here a great difference : the Church r egards 

her attitude towards youth aa a mission , as a responsibUity, as a duty to do something 

for youth ; other institutions, especially the modern t otalitarian state , re~rd youth as 

a potentiality to be cultivated , developed, capitalized , exploited f or the benefit of the 

agency or state . The Church cultivates youth for t he benefit of youth ; secular agencies, 
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~speclally the totalitarian governmen~ train youth for the benefIt of the state. 

The Church has in reality been the pioneer in youth education and training. To her 

the vision of Christ sitting by the wayside With little children crowding around Him has 

at all t mes been an inspiration. His "let the 11ttle children come unto Me, and forbid 

them not" , 1s a maudate that cODlp.,rehende all the youth and every phase of service 

spiritual, moral , intellectual , even physical . Hence , the early establishment by the 

Church of centers of instruction and human welfare and their progressive developnent. 

Hence , also the answer of the Church to the modern challenge for a youth movement and 

program, more specifi c , more compTehensiva J more intense , more insist en't than were those 

that seemed to meet the needs of the previous generations , that were less exposed to the 

dangers of modern tUnes . 

ftTHE WHOLE YOUTH" 

Somewhat misleading perhaps is the title of our discussion - "THE mOLE YOurH" . 

It is precisely what the modern t otalitarians claim, "The lthole Youth". - Body, mind, 
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J.l.eart, energy, work, service, life itself are denanded of youth in this new form of servi

tude, whose master is the party , the state , t he Duce, the Fuehrer or t he Commis sar. It 

is the most compl ete form of self-abnegation and passive absorption in the State mechanism. 

The old terms patria , patrie and fatherland have practically ceased to conjure up visions 

of chivalry and heroism. In this new fom. of servitude youth 1s trained to submerge in

dividuality , surrender personal liberty and f ace every situation including death with icy 

spartan stoicism. Even the older pagan slogan "pro ara et focis" - for the altar and the 

home- fireside - seems to have l~t its power of inspiration, for in the new order the 

state eXists for the protection of neither religion , nor the home, nor the individual , but 

all three exist or are tolerated only to serve the state. 

uite different is the christian concept of "The l"Jhole Youth" . It is our understand

ing that the subject of the youth movement or program is the whole of this wonderfully 

complex but divinely integrated creature called man. This heaven destined masterpiece of 

visible creation, this creature eamposed of a marvelously constructed body that enshrines 
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~jt does not encompass the soul tha.t an1ma.tes it . This creature endowed with a soul. that 

challenges t he study and speculation of t he sages , gifted with a mind that can scan t he 

1.miverse , fathom the depths of the sea , measure t he size and movements of the planets , at 
the 

tain to a knowledge about t he unseen world and lose itself in cont~plation before/nature 

and attributes of the very God. This creature with its potent will ~ that has been 

known to attempt the conquest of the universe and almost succeed . This mysteriOUS creature 

with its labyrinth of emotions, its network of pasSions , its paradOxical capacity for 

angelic virtue and for satanic malice . 

Such i s youth , in all its compleXity , beautiful and grand in its natural setting, yet 

infinitely more entranCing in its supernatlll'al eXaltat ion effected through the miracle of' 

divine grace . This creature which must face the world courageously and battle bravely for 

life, health, happiness and progress ; this creature which must engage in relentless warfare 

against evil, physical evil , moral evil , social evil , spiritual evil ; this creature t hat 

must elude the wiles of wicked m.en and " escape snares of the very demons of hell; this 
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't"eature that is born to rule the earth and to conquer heaven itself: "The k .ingdam of 

heaven sui"fereth violence , and the violent bear it away" . SUch is the being Vlhich \,18 

'Visualize when we speak of "The lihole Youth". 

JNTEGRATED l'ROGRt.M. 

I n virtue of the inexorable law t hat the means must be commensurate with the end , 

nothing short of an integrated pr ogram can suffice to meet the challenge presented by 

modern youth . In other words to be worthy of the name m:: a youth program must provide 

for the entire gamut of youth-needs u:a must balance and coordinate as perfectly as pos

sible its services. Ex]erience teaohes that a completely integrated and well balanced 

youth program must comprise at least four points: it must be religious, it must be cul

tural , it must be vocational, it must be recreational . To each of these salient points 

or features we shall now devote brief attention: 

youm AND RELIGION 

The most flagrant defect in the purely secular youth program. is the emphasis which 
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~ :t lays on the natural and its omission of, if not contempt for, the spiritual, the re

ligious, the supernatur al needs of hwnan nature . Man ' s nature even at 1ts lfOrst gr0\7s 

weary and sickens, when it is overfed on what is merely material and physical. Sooner 

or later there will arise out of the innermost depths of the soul that cry to God of the 

great st . Augustine : DOur hearts are restless, until they rest in Theel" To know, love 

ani serve God is the threefold fundamental mission of man, to which every other end and 

purpose of life must be 'subordinated and towards which youth in part1cular must be guided 

and directed. To teach and train youth to confine its quest for happiness to the material, 

the physical, the ephemeral gratifications of this world 1s to do violence to its very 

nature . Not to make youth conscious of its spiritual oapacities, its vooation to a super

natural life and its right to a heavenly heritage of everlasting blessedness is to deprive 

it ot the.t which alone makes 11f'e, effort and sacrifice worthwhile. 

Therefore , a youth program must devote paramount importance to the inculcation of 

religious truth and to the integration of l i fe through religiOUS practices . We want a 
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c ~athol1c youth that knows ita faith , ia familiar with catholic moral princlp~es , is proud 

o~ its Church and glories in its fidelity to religious duties. A catholic youth which is 

intellectually and morally able to expound and defend catholicity in the classroom and on 

the campus , in the drawingroom and at the club , in the o1'1'1ce and in the workshop, on the 

lecture platform and in the pressroom. catholic youth that is brave and courageous in 

the open profession and practice of its holy ~alth , confessing Christ be~ore men , so as 

to merit Christ ' s recognition before the Father in henven . 

The youth program should , therefore , p~ote , with due consideration for the capacity 

and station in life of each respective individual and group , the study of religiOUS truths , 

apologetics, Church history and the sacred liturgy. The formation of discussion clubs ~ 

evidence guilds and elocution classes among the young would be an excellent approach to 

the developnsnt of genuine leadership . Let us not raise soft pampered Catholics . Corporate 

religious exercises on special occasions a.re very commendable , but the encouragement 01' 

individual fidelity to spiritual duties and practices 01' piety would seem to pr oduce tar 
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~more substantial and more enduring results . Each boy and girl , each young man and young 

woman must learn to stand finnly on his or her ovm feet t 

yt)lJTH CULTURE 

Not the last nor the least of the many glories of the Catholic Church are her re

markable success in preserving the fragments, that barbaric vandals left of ancient pagan 

culture, and her preeminent achievement in the development of a new culture which is in 

aonform1ty with ahristian principles and ideals . Almost infinitely superior , far more 

diversified and incalculably rioher is the culture which the Church has foetered through 

education and through the encouragement vmich she gave at all t~es to scholars, scientists 

and artists . To introduce catholic youth to the knowledge , appreciation and joy ot these 

achievements must be dei"lnitely recognized as part of our responsibility. To make youth 

conscious of a relative duty to cultivate the arts and sc1ences, to aid i t in developing 

its godgiven talents in this direction, to encourage it to pass on this cultural heritage 

to succeeding generations, more abundantly enriched in quality and quantity, is one ot the 



-11

highest functions of a youth progr~. 

Benoe, the Unportance of reading circ+ea, library and museum appreciation, book re

~ . 	 views, historical lectures , musical concerts , dramatics and art exhibits . In our larger 

cities an occasional tour, under capable guidance , of churches that have spec1al archi

tectural, artistic and liturgical merit would prove an interesting and profitable varia

tion . Nor should periodic excursions into God ' s beautiful nature, t o some historic point, 

to aome interesting city be overlooked as means to develop the finer side of human nature, 

not to speak of the educational value of such tours . 

VOCATIONAL nrrERESTS 

No institution lays quite as much stres8 on the question of vocation a8 does the Catholio 

Church . Entirely apart from the superior consideration given to the developoent and oulti

vation of the definitely spiritual callings to the sanctuar.y, the monastery and the convent , 

there prevails in the Church a fairly persistent conviction that God at least endows every

one with certain aptitudes and inclinations , which point to the particular state of lite 
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and occupation in which each may hope to find satisfaction and wellbeing. Young,inexperienced 

and of imnature judgment youth cannot always face tmaided the problem of a wise discermnent 

and prudent selection in a matter, upon Which depend its happiness and prosperity through 

life,and even its security in eternity. 

Hence , a wall thought out constructive youth plan should make provision for occasional 

practical talks and private oonsultations pointing to vooational guidance and a proper under

standing of the responsibilities, advantages and prospects of certain vocations . Priests , 

phYSicians , experienced nurses , business executives , craftsmen, leaders in industry, bank

ing and labor, government officials and experts and many others could be successfully ap

proached to give talks , that would prove practical , interesting and useful to youth groups . 

Not every unit is equipped to extend its services into the educational field , although in 

larger centers vocational t r aining might be feasible along cooperative lines . But youth 

can at least be directed to where specifi c training and apprenticeship is available . The 
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progt"am of the National Youth Administration offers cOllDIlendable opportunit1es in many places . 

Individual enterprise not infrequently finds the way for giving aid and guidance . For 

instance down in LOuisiana a certain parish priest in a small community found that his 

boys were depressed over the hopelessness of gaining permanent employment. Learning of the 

year-round demand for spring chickens, he decided to experiment with his boys in the raising 

of broilers for the hotels and restaurants of the nearby oity. Nith a comparatively small 

investment and the help of a few fellow Citizens he has in a little over one year built 

up a thriving business that gives employment and the prospect of future success to a 

number of lads in his congregation. 

Highly important in this vocational program is the proper guidance of those who con

template marriage with its consequent implications of homemaking and parenthood. Too often 

1s advice along these lines given by persons, professional or private, \vho have decidedly 

materialistiC, inmoral and irreligious views on these issues. A judicious, well-1nfomsd , 

conscientious youth leader can render many a useful service to inexperienced and sometimes 
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. misguided girls and even 	boys , whose con1'idence he or she sucoeeds in winning . 

ffA SOUND UIND rn A SOUND BOm tf 

It seems almost superfluous to talk about the recreational features of a youth program. 

The tendency in many places seams to have been to concentrate , even almost to the extent 

of monopoly, upon recreational activities . The spontaneous reaction of young people to 

the invit ation and opportunity for play has resulted in almost obscuring every other feature, 

even where religion, education and culture receive fair consideration. There is a gl~our 

about athletics , sports and frolics to which youth reacts as does a piece of steel to a 

magnet . :le have seen youth movements grow and spread with remarkable rapidity, chiefly 

because of the opportunity they offered for play, boxing tournaments and athletic contests . 

The recreational program. is practically the one form ot youth activ1ty that offers speotator 

attraction and revenue possibilities, which is another reason for its popularity. In a 

sense it is also the one feature that Bometimes dralm the boy who i8 most in need of the 

spiritual attention disoussed above, the bait after which he snatohes eagerly, little 
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knowing t he greater blessings that await his nlore intimate association with the larger 

movement . 

Discretion in t he selection of recreat ional activities is highly important . Games 

suitable i'or boys are not always commendable for girls; rules require adapte.tim t o the sex 

and ages of ~articipants in the more strenuous games; the physical strength and endurance 

of individuals must be carefully gua-ged betore permitting them to join in certain ex

ercises; in tou.rnaments and inter-parochial or inter-district competitions care must be 

taken to avoid rivalries that may endanger charity and friendliness ; social gatherings, 

dances and parties should be prudently supervised to avoid the very pitfalls against 

which they are intended to be safeguards; to sustain interest the program Should be sys

tematically varied, adjusted to the seasons oi' the year and v~l1 balanced in respect to 

outdoor and indoor exercises. 
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ADULT INTEREST 

Leadership and sponsorship are the avenues through which adults can find their way 

into the youth mov~ent. Leadership may be professional or amateur, salaried or gratuitous, 

but under all circumstances 1 t should be unselfish, capable and sincerely interested in 

the welfare of the group which it undertakes to serve. Leaders must understand and love 

youth, know how to win and keep the respect and confidence of their charges and always 

able to maintain order and discipline without seeming dictatorial or arbitrary . Success or 

failure depends not infrequently upon the c~aractBrJ the temperament, the discernment , the 

sense of fair play, the sense of humor of a leader . The same group will grow stale and 

disintegrate under one type of leader, while under another it will go through fire . 

Probably in his ovm particulax field there has been no better example of the highest type 

of leadership -than the late l\hute Rockne, whose pat upon the back of a player coming off 

the field WaS as effecitve as a fiery harangue in the dressing room. 

Adult sponsors play an tmportant part in a youth setup. Their interest, counsel 
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and aid can be of tremendous value . We are speaking now of that comparatively small group 

of interested men and women, who tnll neet f rom timB to time to discuss inteLligently 

and sympathetically the youth program of the parish , the district , the diooese; who will 

hold themselves in readiness to render every possible moral and material assist~ce t o 

pastor , youth director and bishop; who will lend their influence and prestige to the pro

motion of every youth project that has proper approval . In this group it is of vital 

importance that there exist freedom and frankness of expression , a s pirit of mutual con

fidence and unity of action . Such a group can give to a youth progrwn a background that 

will inspire good will , give encouragement and insure success . Happily we are gradually 

witnessing the development within our catholic circles of t hi s t ype of sponsorship among 

our men as well as among our wemen. 

e would like to t ouch upon another type of sponsorship , which we might desi gnate 

organizat ion or mass sponsorship . I t is ~e support of large groups like the Holy Name 

Society, the Sodal ity of the Bl essed Virgin , the Diocesan Oouncil of Men or of ,famen, or 
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even a parish or district as a unit . Sueh groups can give great moral and mater1a1..support 

to the youth movement and help to Bolve.in a practica1 easy manner the financial respon

sibility. iie might compare such group sponsorship to the rooters and fans, to whose en

thusiasm and generosity baseball , football , boxing bouts and tennis tourn.a.ments practically 

owe their existence and prosperity. 

The basis for this mass sponsorship must be the sense of a comnon responsibility tor 

the welfare of youth. The day is past, if in reality it ever truly existed, when our 

responsibility for the welfare of youth ended in the home or in the classroom, with the 

parent or the teacher . The problem. and task has become too large and too complex for 

such simple handling. It has beco!'le a community problem, a neighborhood problem, a church 

problem, a d10cesan problem, even a national problem as is evidenced in the establiarunent 

of the N. Y.A.. For us as Catholics there seems DO alternative but that we approach the 

youth problem in the same spirit of religious, moral and material responsibility with 

which for generations we have solved generously our educational problem. For this reason 

http:Bolve.in
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we stress the value of mass sponsorship with the conviction that when large interested 

grou.ps, and especially the parish units, allign themselves enthusiastically and generously 

beh1lld their local youth programs t these will thriva and prosper to an unprecedented degree. 

The result will be a generation of catholic Americans, who will be the glory of the Church, 

a bulwark to the nat iOlJ and to their fello cltizen.B an edit'l~ation and the leaven tor a 

nobler christian life . 

TRIBTJI'E TO THE N,. C • C • W. 

This discussion on t his particular oocasion would be decidedly incomplete did we 

fail to pay a well-merited tribute to the National Council of Catholic Women , whose 

officers and members have for a number of years sponsored a youth program for girls and 

young 'WOmen which has been a blessing in many dioceses and parishes . The outline which 

we have ventured to present is based largely u.pon what the Council has developed progres

sively through its youth committee and organizer under the able direction and sacrificing 
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zeal of the chairman, Miss Anne Se..rachon Hooley. This wozok owes its inception and inspira

tion chiefly to our late Holy Father of blessed memory, Pope Pius XI and to His Excellency 

our highly esteemed Apostolic Delegate, Archbishop 01cognanl . It has manifestly pleased 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, the d1vine friend of children and of youth , to bless this work 

in the past ; let us hope and pray that it may flourish even more gloriously in the years 

to come. 



~ 

A. F. of L. CONVENTION 
ST. LOUIS CJd'HEDR.AL 
NO~~ 24, 1940,. 

/ 
"Come to Me, all you that labor, and are 

burdened, and I will refresh you". (Matt. 11 - 28) 

There is in the City of Geneva in Switzerland a building which holds a place ot 

honor and affection in the mi.ds and hearts of all who are sincerely interested i. tae 

welfare of working men and working women, regardless of their nationality, race or creed. 

This .uilding is known as the ;nternational Labor Oftice, erected after the first World 

War for the accommodation ot the International La.or Organization, established under the 

treaty provisions that tollowed that great international cataclysm. 

At the head of the gl'eat stairs of this international bureau there is a significant 

tresco, which might well serve as the eternal insplration for all deliberations that 

affect the welfare of the working classes. This fresco is a work of art, concelved and 

http:CJd'HEDR.AL
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executed by Maurice Dania. one ot the great modern masters ot painting. In the center 

of the picture we find clearly outlined the f1gure of Chr1st depicted as a youth at the 

age of about eighteen or twenty, strong, handsome with radiant countenance and kindly 

expression. He is addressing a large and promiscuous multitude of men 8Jld women, promi

nent among whom we find St. J'oseph, the foster father ot J'esus, standing at his carpen

ter's bench with his hands resting in repose upon his knees, as he listens to the words 

that fall from the lips of his toster son. At a little more to the background and at 

the extreme right of the picture we find the Blessed Virgin Mary, the mother of J'esus. 

pausing at her kn1 tting as she looks admiringly into the cO\Dltenance of her divine off

spring. Thronging around the figure ot Christ there is a mixed group of workers, famers. 

Dlill h8Jlds, office helpers, water carriers and others, men and women, young and old, SODle 

in the costume cODlllonly worn in the days of Christ, others in modern attire, all listening 

attentively to the saviour. 
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The artist left us no indication regarding the words that in his conception might 

serve as a text for his picture. But certainly it would imply no stretch of the imagina

tion to surmise, that the young saViour was addressing his audience in words similar to 

the following: "Come to lite, all you that labor, and are burdened, and I Will retresh you". 

Your presence here this morning as otficers and delegates of the American P'ederation ot 

Labor must bave been inspired by the thought that underlies this text. You have cane to 

the City of New Orleans to do a great work in the course ot your Convention deliberations 

and acts, a work upon which dependl the weltare and the happiness not only ot the mil

lions of men and women that constitute your iDmediate m_bership, but also ot those other 

m111ions that make up their families and dependents. Indeed the entire nation, inasmuch 

as its welfare is intimately wrapped up With the welfare of its working classes, looks 

with keen interest it not anxiety to this important 8llJlual assembly. As godtearins men 

and women, conscious of your tremendous responsibility, you have taken to heart the words 

which the psalmist uttered of old "Unless the Lord build the house, they labor in vain 
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that build it. Unless the Lord! keep the city, he watcheth in vain that keepeth it". 
, 

(Ps. 126-1). You have came into the aouse of God to listen again to the voice of Christ 

speaking through His Church. As ArchbishOp of this venerable See of New Orleans I take 

delight in extending to allot you a most cordial welcome and in assuring you that my 

wishes for the success of your deliberations are fortified by my most fervent and earnest 

prayers. May the memories of your meet1ng in New Orleans, especially of your presence 

in our Cathedral, ever linger with you as an abiding source of joy and satisfaction. 

THE VOICE OF cmusr IN THE CHTIroH 

Physically the span of Christ's life on earth was compressed into the short period 

of thirty-three years, nevertheless we have the guarantee ot Bis abiding presence among 

the chlldren of men until the end of time. This continued presence effected through 

~he establisbment of His Church, an institution against Which the very gates of hell 
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shall never prevail. It is through the medium of His Churoh that Christ oomes down to 

us a living rea1itY,speaking to us, preaohing to us and oonstantly teaohing us the ways 

of truth and righteousness. It is through the medium of His Churoh that Christ exercises 

the ministry of justice, mercy and charity and promulgates without fear or compromise 

the prinoiples under which man's lives must be regulated. 

We read in the lite of Christ that the multitude tlocked trom city and countryside 

to hear Him, and departing exclaimed: "Never hath man spoken like this man" - fearless, 

brave, penetrating, persuasive, yet uniformly kind, loving and meroiful. Others that 

crowded in upon the Master experienced the power that emanated from Him, so that even 

the touch ot the hem. ot His garment brought healing to their weary bodies and strength 

to their troubled souls. 

Never have men had greater need thqn today ot the presence and influence of Christ. 

Workers in particular have reason to rally round the Saviour ot the world to pour out to 
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Him the anxieties ot their souls and to seek trom. H1m the light and guidance. the courage 

and strength. the consolation and the peace for which they crave and ot whi~ more than 

ever in the experience of the world, they have dire need. In Christ they Will tind a tel

1011' workman, Who like them endured the 11m!tations of poverty, earned His bread in the 

sweat ot His brow at the carpenter- s bench, knew what it was to have no shelter over His 

head and only the soil of mother earth whereon to rest His weary body. 

How intimately Christ understood the lot ot the toiler we can understand from his 

beautiful parables. The task of the husbandman as he sowed his seed, cultivated his 

Vines, pruned his trees and harvested his crop was to Christ a genuine reality. He knell' 

~ 
too the disappointment of gatherinl in the tares With the wheat. The ~ lite ot 

the shepherd With its toil, its courage, its sorrows and its aftection for the flock was 

to the Master a favorite subject for contemplation and the basis for many impressive in

structions. HoW well He knew the problem of the builder of cities and ot the organizer 



of defensive work we can gather from the parables in which He says: "When a strong man 

armed keepeth his court. those things are in peace which he possesseth. But if a 

stronger than he ceme upon him and overcome him. he will take away all his armour where

in he trusted, and will distribute his spoils" (Luke 11 - 21. 22). Indeed we may take 

a lesson from this bit of d1 vine wisdom in facing the conditions that prevail today 

throughout the world. 

The employer of labor, the steward placed in charge of the master's estate, the 

servant entrusted with the profitable investment of his master's tunds are familiar para

ble figures which demonstrate Christ's knowledge of the problems of business and employ

ment. 

In approaching Christ the worker Will find a character that is understanding and 

always deeply sympathetiC. This understanding and s:ympathy have become definitely as

sociated With the Church in discharging her ministry as the representative of Christ. 



WHAT HAS THE CHURCH TO OFFm 

Well may you ask: what has the Church to offer to those who come to her in answer 

to the invitation of Christ: "Come to Me, all you that labor, and are burdened, and I 

will refresh you". In the first place the Church otfers to the worker her spiritual aid 

and com1'ort. There are indeed those who today look with ~n the spiritual 

needs of humanity. According to the atheistic creed of communism religion is a soporific, 

a fraud and a sham. Denying God and the spiritual nature of man's soul, this atheistic 

philosophy sees nothing in Ute but a period of drudgery, punctuated here and there by 

physical and material satisfactions, without hope or prospect of any compensation beyond 

the grave tor suttering, sorrow and disappointment that constitute so much ot the average 

human existence. 

Unfortunately there are not wanting zealots who p~ote this philosophy ot despair 

among the working classes. They deprive men ot the faith that sottens earthly sufferings 

and hardships anll rob them of the hope that ult1mately divine justice will make right 
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the cruel toll which seltishness and greed so otten take out ot human lives. 

What men need is the answer that Christ gave to the tempter, who asked Him to turn 

stones into bread: -Not in bread alone doth man live, but in every word that proceedeth 

trom the mouth ot GodIt (Matt. 4, 4). Not the least - perhaps the greatest - trouble 

with humanity today is its alienation trom the sp1ritual lite and incentives, its con

stant tendency downwards towards the earth, its loss ot the vision upwards towards and 

beyond the stars, where xnan's true home and ultimate destiny lie in the everlasting com

panionship ot His Creator. So much attention is concentrated upon the body', its physical 

needs and comforts, that the soul 1s virtually starved. There is too much selt-reliance 

and not enough dependence upon God, Whose lOving providence rules the earth; too much 

selt-determination and not sufticient ettort to aspire to the higher and nobler ideals 

which the creator has set tor the creature/upon which He has stamped His own image and 

likeness; too much torgetting that Christ has taught us to look to the Heavenly Father 
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tor our daily bread and to. look to Christ Htmselt for that other Bread, described by Him 

as "the living Bread which came down from heaven". 

Truly no. greater injustice can be done to. those who must earn their bread in the 
-~ 

sweat of their browAthan to deprive them of their one consolation, their faith in God 

and the spiritual cantorts that religion offers. No greater cruelty can men inflict 

upon themselves than deliberately to forsake the faith of their forefathers and accept 

as a substitute the cold, hard, hopeless and helpless philosophy which atheistic CClll

mUDism forces upon the consciences of its victims. No greater anguish can come into 

the minds and hearts of human beings than to be haresse4 and torn by doubt, skepticism 

and uncerte.1nty over the existence of God and the reality of the spiritual forces 

which religion offers. What men need in their troubles and trials is love, comfort, 

encouragement and strength; these come not from the votaries of radicaliSll but from 

J+ 
the divine )(eart ot Him Who has sai4: "Come to )(e, all you that labor, and are burdened, 
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and I Will refresh you". 

'l'.8E CHURCH AND THE MORAL lAW 

Humanity has in large measure not only forgotten and abandoned God, it also dis

regards and spurns His holy law, the natural law which God has graven in the heart of 

nan and the revealed law which God has compressed into the Ten Canrnanclments. What 
.JV 

lIOnder then that human laws, human con;rcts and human agreements should so frequently 

receive little recognition and respect! Above all have the laws of justiee and 
~ 

charity fallen into t' & cat least in their practical implications. There 1s in

deed much prattle and lip service about justice and human rights, much editorializing 

about the merits of the virtue ot charity, much learned discussion about equality, 

fraternity and democracyl In the practical relations between individuals and groups 

of men, not to speak of the relations between nations, there is all too little con

sideration given to these virtues which lie at the very roots of human life and 
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responsibility. Your struggle for rights that are inherent in the very nature o'f man 

is made hard precisely because men have become calloused in their opposition to funda

mental laws and principles of justice. Sometime your own bliRdness and the selfish 

view which you take of these same laws and principles frustrate your endeavors to attain 

reasonable rignts. Frequently, too, your affiliates destroy confidence and check 

genuine progress by unwise and irresponsible leadership and failure to 11ve up to agree

ments presumably entered into in good faith. 

'!'he Church as Christ's representative is here to teach God's holy law, cODlIland 'for 

it beooming respeot and make it obligatory at least in the forum of oonsoiences. Here 

is the duty to remind all ~n Without exception that principles of justice and righteous

neBS are sacred, to urge them to respectful obedience and by her admonitions to remind 

men in every walk: of life/ that violations of God's holy law cry for retribution in the 

very courts or heaven. 
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The role of the Church as a teacher of social justice, the friend of the poor, the 

advocate of the toiler and the defender of the oppressed is by no means new or modern. 

Down through the centuries she has always considered these functions as a sacred trust 

committed to her by her divine rounder. OVer the face of the earth her fidelity to this 

trust is attested by institutions and associations innumerable, in which human beings 

find refuge, safety and healing. 

When atter the middle ot the last century it became apparent that new industrial 

conditions dananded new applications of the principles ot justice and charity, the 

Church was among ~he firs~ to sense the need and endeavor to find a solution. Your 

Federation waS organized 60 years ago, in 1880. Even in tha~ early period of labor 

organization do we find a cardinal Mer.m111od of Switzerland, a Cardinal KDpp and a 

Bishop Ketteler of Germany, 
. 

a Cardinal Manning of England and a 
. 
Cardinal Gibbons of our 

own united states of /UIleriC8. among the, outstanding protagonists ot the rights ot labor, 
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struggling tor a proper adjustment ot the relationship between the lIIOrker and his employer. 

Nearly tifty years ago, in 1891. Pope Leo nn issued his tamous encyclical, "Rerum 

Novarlll1", which immediately took its place as the Magna Charta ot the working classes. ta: 

he l abor conferences that were held in J'ribourg, SWitzerland, in 1889; in Berlin in 1890; 

in Bienne in 1893; in Basle in 1900; .and in Berne in 1906, which were the torerunners ot 

the International Labor Organization, that was tOl'med atter the World War, were all deeply 

influenced by catholic thought and catholic leadership. 

Pope Leo XIII's encyclical 1s especially important because ot its declaration ot 

tundamental christian principles. The Church insisted upon the right ot labor as well as 

ot EI!1ployers to organize, stressed the vital importance ot wage standards that pe1'lll1t 

workers to provide tor themselves and their tamilies reasonable comforts and security. 
, 

urged proper provision tor periods ot sickness, unemployment and advanced age, when the 

advocacy ot these ideas was almost branded as radicalism. 
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What Pope Leo XIII did in lIRer\lll Novarum", ]?Ope Pius n ot happy memory reiterated 

and brought thoroughly up to date in his famous encyclical entitled "Quadragestmo Anno" 
I' 

publiShed in 1931 in commemoration of the fortieth anniversary of Leo's declaration. 

These fundamental principles were adapted by the hierarchy of the United states of 

America to American conditions in their "Progr~ of Social Reconstruction" published 

in pamphlet form in 1919. In this latter document you will find the foreshadoWing ot 

all the aspirations of your organization/as well as of the efforts of the present 

federal administration/through various acts of legislation to give security to the 

working classes in our country. The family living wage, fair hours, the right of col

lective bargaining, social insurance against unemployment, old age, sickness and dis

ability, minimum wage laws, the opportWlity of labor to share in management, ownership 

and profits, the. supremacy of the right to a living wage over interest on investment 

are only some of the claims which the catholic Bishops make in behalf ot a proper 
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adjustment ot the problems that affect the lives of t~e majority of our American people. 

What the Bishops of two decades ago did in their "Program of Social Reconstruction", 

the hierarchy of today emphasized in a document published only a few months ago under the 

U tle of "The Church and Social Order". In this docQlllent great emphasis is laid on the 

importance of education carried io the workers on the prinCiples and poliCies which the 

Catholic Church urges for the proper establisbment of justice and peace in the social 

and economic lite of the nation. 

It is hardly necessary to cite these facts to convince the audience assembled here 

today of the intelligent and sympathetic attitude of the Catholic Church towards the 

laboring classes. However, reference to them is important if not necessary to refute 

the charges that are sometimes made by the enemies of religion and of truth to the 

effec~that the Catholic Church is not Sincerely interested in the solution of the 



-1'7

problems that arise out of our industrial, con:mercial and social relationships. The 

Church is interested, deeply so, and never fails to express her sound doctrine and 

sincere convictions whenenr a proper opportunity presents itself; but unfortunately 

selfishness, greed and hardheadBdne8stoo often f'rustrate her efforts and not in

trequently refuse to give her a fair hearing. Labor never will have a better friend 

and a more sincere advocate than the Church. 

, 
LA.BORS OPPORl'UNI'l'Y 

According to your statistical records your ~ederation today enjoys unprecedented 

prosperity and success. Your membership has reached a peak never before equalled, in 

spite of the fact that there have been splits and defections from your ranks; more 

8uccessfully than ever are you winning the confidence of 9.lD.ployers and of the American 

public at large; the steady conservative conduct of the great mass of your membership 
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has gained tor you the respect and good will ot practically all your tellow citizens; 

your patriotic attitude, especially during the international crisis through which we 

are passing, gives evidence of the solid loyalty which has at all times characterized 

the general rank and tile ot our IUDerican citizens. Thus you have, indeed, much reason 

to thank: Almighty God these days for the blessings that you have enjoyed ana: for the 

successes that you have achieved. 

But remember, my dear triends, that there rests upon you a tremendous responsibil1ty. 

If my calculat ions are correct, the labor organizat ions ot this country have succeeded 

in enrolling probably less than twenty percent ot the workers ot America. That vast 

army ot toilers still outside the pale ot your influence and strength has the S8l!l8 need 

• tor organization and the progressive attainment ot their human rights as yourselves. To 

champion their cause must be tor you a solemn duty, the sacredness ot which is the more 

urgent because of the prestige that you now enjoy. Through your intelligent, constructive 
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and yet conservative leadership it should be possible to bring about in these United 

states ot AlUe-r1.ca 8. -reign of social ~UBtice un"Pneedeu1fed in the history of the wor~d. 
"us ce wi hout recourse to radicalism, without the sacrificeTo achieve such a reign ot 4 ti t 

ot the dignity ot the human individual. without violence and terrorism. without the aid 

ot blatant apostles ot irreligion. Without storming the battlements ot constitutional 

government and well-ordered democracy must be your aim and mission. It is a challenge 

that will demand the highest intelligence, most serious and selt-sacriticing ettort on 

the part ot your leaders, and, aboTe all,.. the element ot un1ty and harmony between all the 

groups whose purposes and aims in the last analysis are kindred. That you may respond 

nobly and generously to this challenge and achieve success must be the burden ot your 

4f"' 
prayers and mine. It is a bleSSing that can only come trom the ,)lean ot Him. Who has given 

'kKwrtcrt to toil its noblest dignity when He himself t the Son ot God, deigned to become 
t:; ~ 

the toster Son and apprentice ot a carpenter and thus eled:mlMl the right to callout to 


all humanity "Come to Me, all you that labor, and are burdened, and I Will retresh you". 
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-"" 
LABOR IS RESPONSIBILn'Y AND OPPOR':';1]·fITY 

There is a fascinating story in one of the books of the bible , Which in my estimation 


presents a splendid background for the spirit in Which the American Federation o~ Labor 


might vtsuallze its t ask and opportunities nt this particular stage of ita magnificent 


history . The story tells us that Artaxerxes, King of Persia, appointed a certain Nehemiah 


Governor of Judea with authority t o gather together the remanents of the Jewish people 


and rebuild their capital city, J erasalem . FortUied with letters frOl!l the King, Neheniah 


renalrad to the site of the city and studied its ruins in the ailence, solitude and secrecy 


of the night . Then cautiously he made knovm his mission to some that posed as leaders ot 


the people . Many scoffed, others scorned, the ma j ority questioned hls r ight and authority 


to under t ake a work of Buch magnitude as to restore the walls, rebuild the homes and re

construct the temple of their favorite city . Undaunted , Nehemiah gradually succeeded in 
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ra\mding up various groups of his countrymen so that in a short time there WRS spread out 

over the fragment ary walls of the old city a l egion of craftsmen, mechanies, artisans, 

merchants and even priests, all bent upon the one purpose to reconstruct the walls that 

would give security to their homes and make of their oity once more a haven of peace , con

tentment and prosperi t y . 

But the enemies in the surrounding country did not cease t o plot against Nehamfah 

and his peaceful worker s . It became necessary to divide the latter into two groups , one

half standing at a rms with spears poised t o meet the at t ack , while the other half con

tinued t heir indefatigable e f forts to complete their task . 

Finding themselves thwarted in their threat s , the enemies plotted to ensnare Nehemiah 

by offering to un.ite with him in a league for their cOl'IlJlon def ens e and int erest. However , 

Nehemiah in his shrewdness suspected treaohery and Bent them the following message : ttl am 

doing a great work" and I cannot come dorm , lest i t be neglected whilst I come, and go 
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down to you" (Neh. 6-3 ) . Needless to say t he rebui lding of the great cit y and its tample was 

completed under such intelligent and determined leadership , and Jerusalem once more t ook 

its place as t he rallying potnt of the people of God. 

This story might well serve as a parable f or the magnifi cent wo r k t hat the American 

Federat ion of Labor has accomplished duri ng the s ixty years of ita existence and as an in
s , 

splratlon for t hat great er work that still · lies befor e you , delegat es and maober s of t his 
" 

great organizat ion , to accomplish in t he ensuing years. 

JUST ruooOGNITION OF lliDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 

Your task as I Visualize it has r i sen higher than t he original struggle for reasonabl e 

wage and hour scales , it embraces preeminent ly three def ini t e obj ectives : the just recognl 

tion of human r ights , t he construct i ve development of social welfare and the promot ion of 

the security and pr osperity throt~hout the nation. 

It is your taak fi r s t of all t o promote t he r ecogni t ion of cert ain fundamental right s 
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which are inherent in every human being. These rights are based upon t he dignity of each 

individual man by r eason of his spiritual nat ure and dest i ny , and by reason of the gifts of 

intelligence and f reedom wherewit h God has endowed him. Let us bear in mi nd that this nat ure 

and these gifts antecede any act of a government, or of a ruler or of any group of men. They 

are a part of t he plan of the creator , Who dei gned to make man according to His own i mage and 

likeness . This fundament al principle t eaches us t o regard a human being not aB a chattel to 

be bartered f or or with, nor as a cog i n a wheel to be inserted or discar ded at will , no r as 

a gadget in a piece of machinery to be careful ly guarded only as long as it is found usef ul , 

nor as an ant omaton or r abot to be operat ed as a mchine upon t he touch of a but t on or t he 

throwing of a swit ch . This human indi vidual must be looked upon as a wonderfully com

plicat ed bei ng made up of human f lesh , human blood, human f eel1ngs , human emot iOns, human 

aspirations, human i deals and human potential 1 ties, a being fit ted indeed in the mi nd of 

the creator t o be the king of the uni verse. Above all a being that has a BOul as well as a 
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body and that in this soul bears the stamp and t he mark of t he image of the Creator , e. soul 

pr ivileged to work out its own destiny in time, to survive al l vi sible creat i on and to find 

happiness eternal in t he mansions of the livi ng God. 

Significant and important in t his vision of the d1gni ty of man 1s t he fact t hat funda

mentally there is no difference in nat ure bet ween t he king and t he subject, between the pr1nce 

and the plebeian, between the capt ain of indust ry and the man that wor ks in t he shop, at the 

bench or on t he \1alls of t he city. No not even betvreen the dictator and t he masses of men 

that he has reduced t o a ne~ fo nm of servitude in his endeavor to create a new philosophy 

of lif e . Individual developnent of talents and opportun! ty cr eate differences, but fun

damental rights are common to all. 

For this individual you have a right and a duty to clatm not only the means of a 

bare existence but a lso of t he enjoyment of heal t h, secur i t y and happiness over t he ent irB 

period of his life. For him must also be vindi cated certain definite rights that arise 

f r am t he fact t hat he 1s essentially a Bocial being with nat ural t endencies t o\~rds aS8octa
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tion With ot hers, involvi ng in part icular the establishment of a family and home . Thi s 

involves on his part responsibi l i ties for the support, the educat i on, t he preparat ion for 

life and a proper participat i on in the enjoyment s of life for those who depend upon him 

in a social atmosphere. To meet these social responsibili ties he mus t be given adequat e 

opportunity and aid . In thi s connection it 1s well to note that bi rth control and 

ot he r social eVi ls are in no small measure traceable to a f aIlure on t he part of human 

societ y to grasp or r ecogni ze t he ful l i mplicatiOns of man' B soci al rights and needs . 

A HORK OF SOC I AL WELFARE 

Your Feder ation of Labor has also a very important mi SSion in t he f ield of soc ial wel

fare . Working men and wor king ROmen are integral parts of community life whet her i t exi st 

in the scattered r ural populations of the count ryside , or in the mor e concentrated atmos

phere of the t own and the city, or whet her we vi ew it from t he larger angle of the state 

and nat ion . In every community, large and small, there i s need of bui lding up a physical 



struct ure i n keeping with the progr ess of ci'J'111ze.t ion. Indeed the buildi ng up of such a 

s truct ure is a part but not t he vmol e of the progress that ci vi lization achieves . Ther e 1s a 

still greater need of bui lding up in every community a def ini t e moral str ucture based upon self· 

respect, decency and righteousness, in which lie t he elements of mutual aecurity and peace . 

In every eo~un1ty t her e must also be created f ac i l iti es fo r a definite cult ural , spiritual 

and r el igious life , which contribute vitally to t he morale of the comcunity . These are 

t he set t i ng and background t hat make for the s t ability of home and family 11f e, that hel p 

t o creat e that wonderful instit ution which we characteri ze as "Home sweet Horne , be it ever 

so humble t here i s no place l i ke home'·. Let us remember t hat , whi le our homes should al

ways be in a sense humble, there 1s no need tbat they be forever poor, and bare , and cold , 

and cheer less, and hopeles s! Yours is t he task 80 to dignif y and elevat e co.mcun1ty inter es t 

ana conanun1ty spi rit, t hat our social life will be f r ee from everything that is physical l y 

sordid , morally degrading and lacking in spi r i tual i ncent i ve . 
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Consideration for soci al welfare necessarily looks into the dista.nt fut ure to make 

wise pr ovision agai nst the exigenci es of illness, unempl oyment, periods of depression and 

the inevit able t w1light of life that cameS with advancing years. In making thes e provi

sions ther e is indeed need of cooperat ion between the State, the employer and the worker. 

The task must be vi sual1 zed , planned and sustained as definitel y a three corner ed res ponsi

bi l i t y, but on his part the worker must be trai ned to habits of self-respect and thritt so 

t hat he may pa.rticipate willingly and generously according t o hi s re sources . And thi s agai n 

is a par t of t he great tas k t hat lie~ before you as an organi zation ot working people . 

PATRIOTIC rUSSIO: 

The nat ion 1s built up on the brains and the brawn of the enti r e body of its c i ti zenry. 

The wealth of t he nation is not the mineral r esour oes t hat 11e hidden beneath our so11 ; 

nor is i t t he forest s t hat cover our mountain s i des , nor t he woodlands that st retch over 

our plains , nor t he f ertil e fi elds that gi ve beauty and ri chness t o our valleys j nor is it 

http:dista.nt
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t he mills that l 1e besi de our babbli ng brooks, nor the i ndustrial plants that belch 

for th t heir clouds of smoke and steam over the cit ies and t owns that nestle on the sanks 

of our powerful streams . The real wealth of t he nation is the ability of the vast majority 

of our citizens through labor , industry and discipline to convert all these natural r e

sources int o things of usefulness . convenience and beauty. When , t heref or e, you build up 

t he dignity of the indi vidual and develop const ructively his social welfare , then you are 

at t he same time building up t he genuine di gni ty , the real str ength and the indispensable 

morale of the entire nation . This is t rue in times of peace, when the nat ion must be 

prepared t o meet the exigencies of depression, calamit y , disaster and even plagues; it 1s 

especi ally true in a :peri od of emergency , when t here is need of convert ing plough shares 

into Do. swords of defense J or shal l we modernize the f i gure by saying into airplane wings 

and int o t he many mechanized implements that modern warfare seems to fi nd indispensable . There 

is no greater guarantee of t he greatness , t he strength and t he security of a nation t han a 
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solt'- conscious , self-respect ing industrious citi zenry , the bul k of which is made up of 

men and women like yourselves , dedicated to the honorable vocation of the toi l er and the 

worker . The remar kable exemplificat ion of thi s t rui sm is SWitzerland , a country small 

and not over rich . But in t hat count ry practically every man and ever y woman 1s t rained 

in t ime of peace t o be a s t aunch defender of t he Alpine mount ain passes when danger 

threatens f ram a for eign f oe. That l ittle nation of patr i ot s t oday comoands the respect 

of t he wor ld and seemingly is regarded as untouchable by those who have ruthlessly violat ed 

nations , great er in number s and power but not in pr owess . 

ENDUES 1,7ITHOUT 

Like Nehemdah of old your organization 1s confronted by enemies without and enemies 

within the walls of the imaginary ci t y that you are striving to build . Both wit hin 

and without you are confront ed by selfishness and greed . which seem t o be co~on 

aff1ict 10ns of all humanit y as a r esult of the her itage of or iginal sin . Sinner and 
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, saint, idealist and realist, noble souls and abject specimens of humanity are all tortured 

and torment ed by tempt at ions to these vices . And so we must not be surpr ised i f Bome of 

our noblest efforts and grandest achieV8l!lsnt s are marr ed and at times frustrated by out

croppings of these two vices . 

You must still reckon wi th the die-hard industri alist and businessman knovrn as the 

liberalist, who clamors for absolute freedom in t he ordering of his business or indust r y 

regardless of the rights of others . seeking excl usively his own benefit and profit , he 

pursues success and prosperity With almost ruthless selfishness . He overlooks the fact that 

there is no honor and certa1nly no gl ory in prosperity which is achieved over the e.mac1ated 

bodies of men and women, underpaid and overworked, undernOurished and deprived of even the 

a1ml>leat comforts and pleasure in life . Fortunately the number of ·this group is gradually 

diminishing and its opposition 1s growing leas formidable , because there is evident today a 

more enlightened a t titude towards the obligati on whi ch the employer has towtU"ds the worker 

and towards the camnunity Xx at large . But your program will still be retarded because of 

the passive and act i ve resistence that the reactionary offers. 
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The so-called totalit arian philosophy or life has brought into eXist ence anot her en~ 

or the welf are of the working classes that may be designated in general aa the radical. 

ether he be COIllDlun1st, Nat i onal Soci alist or Fasci..st , his atUtude t owards t he wo r king 

classes is defini t ely destr uctive or the idea or individuality. All wor kers arB reduced to 

the common level of an irresponsible mass or her d, .nthout per sonal ambition , hope or 

prospect , except working and toiling ~or the glorl ricatlon or what is called the modern state . 

In times of peace this philosophy demands long hours of labor even of comparatively young 

citizens ; in time of war it demands l abor , saeririce, even death under the principle of blind 

obedience to a leadership t hat clai~ for i tself a~oat idolatrous worship . This l eadership 

goes so far as to deprive its followers and vot aries even of the dignity and eomfort of 

spiritual consolation and at least the hope of r ealizing in the hereafter their natural aspi

rations r or justice, peace and happiness . This enemy of the real interest of the working 

classes is t oday looking for t he conquest of the world not only on the bat tlefield but 

through an insidious and persistent propaganda ; unless you are wary he will f r ust rate your 
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noblest effort s and ambItions . It 1a , t herefor e , refreshing to know that you are wise to 

the meance and that you a r e fortif ying yourselves against his assaults. 

Not to be overlooked is the danger of f rustration in your movenent that comes trom 

the timidity of many who are afraid to cast thei r lot with you; wo r kers in many fields , 

who seem to lack the heart or the confidence to stake and venture , when the opportunit y 

is presented for arraying themselves wit h you for the betterment of t heir lot . To win 

th~ you must demonstrate the Sincerity of your motives , the reasonableness of your plans 

and the certainty of success. 

ml§!IES llITHIN 

Frequently there is evidence of the existence of enemies wit hin your own camp , who 

are possibly more numerous than we are sometimes ready to admit . We have already referred 

to the radical groups that sometimes find entr ance into your r anks for the purpose of boring 

from within by spreading their sophisms and false promises , hoping to alienate your 
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membership from the soli d princi ples and noble i deals whi ch you endeavor to pursue . Dangerous 

also is t he unwise and unreasonable l eadership which somet ~es crops up in your midst and 

alienates the confidence and r espect of l ar ge groups . There are leaders who are too insi st ent 

upon the l etter of yo'ur r egulations and for get the spir i t, whose zeal stirs up strife and 

discontent , whose impatience for success ferments turmoi l and contusion . There ar e leaders 

Who unwisely advocate f or ce and harsh methods instead of peaceful negotiation , extreme 

measures instead of a poli cy of reasonable concil iati on . Leader s t here appear at ttmes who 

endeavor to f urther their personal selfish interest rather t han the i nterests of those who 

have entrusted th~ wit h the mantle of l eader ship and authority. 

There i9 also the utopian or idealistic l eader, who is ~patient of results and who 

expect s t o achieve the mi llennium over night; the x.m l eader who forgets that it has taken 

sixty years to develop your membership f rom 50,000 to nearly five mil l ions, and that t he 

growth of your mambership and prestige has been marked by hardshi p , sacrifice , not in

frequent di sappoi nt ment and much constructive persevering ef fort. 
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Occasionally wi t hin your ranks there also appears the l eader who seems ignorant of 

the eternal ahrist1an principles of justice and moral conduct, who sees merel y t he physi cal 

aide and aims of your organizat10n . We cannot expect all your leaders to be deeply rel i gious 

men and women, but cer tainly those promote the cause more effect i vely MiO respect t he con

sciences of t hei r f ellow members and recognize the ~trength that 11es in principles that 

have t heIr roots in religion and a sound moral code. 

FRIENDS tliTHTIJ JiliD lTITHOUT 

It must be to yo u leaders of this great Federation of Labor a source of contort and 

encouragement that today you have in this noble American nation a host of fri ends. The 

attitude of your fellow citizens is today more favorable and sympathetic to organized labor 

than it has ever been since the eXistence of our nation. Indded this attit ude i s so strong 

i n many places that a def i nite f orward looking labor movement, bas ed upon sound constructive 

and patriotic principles i s expected. This circumstance is very important wh en you consi der 

that notwithstanding your great achiev~ents you have t hus far r eached probabl y less t han 
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twenty percent of the ao-called wo r king population or the United states . And in this twenty 

pe r cent we count thoae who are aff iliat ed with other organizations than your own , nat ional 

and local . Thus there remains a vast fi eld atill to be cult ivated , but seemingly r eady for 

the harvest , if you will approach the t ask constructively , sympathetically and under wise 

and prudent leader ship. It must also heart en you to know that today you have a great 

ally in the represent atives ot government , who are more consci ous than ever of t he rights 

and needs of t he working classes. I need not recite here the many constructive acts that 

in the course of the last decade of years, have been incorporated i nto our lI'ederal and 

s t ate legislation for t he pr esent and future welfare ot t he mean and WOl!len who earn their 

bread in the sweat of t heir brows . This too i s an indicati on of a definite change ot 

attitude, for which your organization deserves much ot the cr edit and which gives pr omise 

of future euccess on a scale mor e extensive t han haa been achieved during t he past sixty 

years. 
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May I also , as a churchman , call your a t tent ion to t he fac t that t he Church , and 

specifically the Catholic Church , has during t he past sixty years expressed ~Kf herselt 

dat ini t el y and emphat ically i n matters that appertain t o social justice and t he welf ars of 

the working cl asses. The document s i ssued by Soverei gn Pontiffs like t he "Rerum Novanum" 

issued by Pope Leo XIII in 1991 and the "Quadrage8~0 Anno" issued by Pope Pi us XI of happy 

memory in 1931 , fo l lowed by the dec l arations of t he American hierarchy i n t he pamphlet en

titled "Social Reconst ruct i on" issued in 1919 , and the more recent pronouncement issued t his 

very year under the t i tle of ·'The Church and Social Order " are palpable proofs that in t he 

Cat holic Church labor haB a f riend , s i ncere and devoted , a guide that inspires confidence 

and security . The documents have had no SIlB.ll influence i n shaping t he policies of leaders 

in government and labor councils , e spec t ally in t he Int e rnational Labor Bureau in Geneva . 

M$y I commend them to your f urther study and applicat ion . 

THE CH1\LLEt~GE 

All signs point t o the init iat i on of a new social or der , an order of social just i ce 
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a.t least in t he United states of ./un.er i ca . This order may not be the millennium. t o which 

we have r eferred above , but certainly it wi ll be an epoch in which all classes of hU1l.lan 

society will under s t and each other mor e per fectly and t rust each other mor e sincerely. In 

bringi ng about t his mi llennium even partia l ly your organi zation wi l l play an impor tant 

part. Success will be determined by you r abi H ty to achieve unity among the working classes 

and among t he groups t hat share with you a kindr ed pUl"pose and philosophy of l11'e. As I 

said a few days ago in my sermon in st. Louts Cathedral, sue cess must be achieved "without 

r ecourse to radicalism , without t he sacrifice of t he di gnIty of t he human individual, with

out violence and t error i sm, without the aid of blatant apostles of irreli gion, without 

storming t he battlements of constit ut i onal government and well -ordered democracy" . 

Is it utopian to expect t hat in time you .vill realize the possibilit y of having employer 

and employee, leader s in industry and labor organi zation chiefs meet, not as enemies in a 

spirit of ant agonism, but as men who feel t hat t hey have common interest s which of necessity 

do not clash , but which can be adjusted in a manner that will bring peace , contentment and 
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reasonable prosperity to all? Such a real ization would indeed usher in an era of peace , 

seeurity and a well spread prosperi ty over the length and breadth of t he land . 

Leaders and delegates to this great convent i on , remember that your organization is 

called to a great mission , great er than was the taak of the Nehemiah , whose st or y we cited 

at the outset of this address . You a re called to bUi ld in America and for America a palace 

of social justice , manSions of human welf are and happiness, an impregnable citadel of na

tional strength , defense and security. You will meet fairly the wise oounsellor and con

structive critic to appraise the value of his judgment, but for the scoffer, the carping 

critiC, t he hardened individualist , you must have but one answe r : "We have a great work t o 

do, and we cannot come down". For the millions of your actual followers and for those 

other millions of tOilers, who still lack the benefit of your progressive movement, you must 

give repeated assurance that you are conscious of your miss i on and that ther e will be no 

coming down from the ramparts until the work is finished . To your separated brethren you 

must continue to off er the hand ax of a reoonoiliation that gives assurance of the pe~ent 
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so~idarlty whi ~h ~oday more than ever is so urgently needed . To your fellow cit izens and 

to those who are at present !harged wi t h the custody of our national weltare and safety you 

will continue to pr esent the guarantee of a solid phalanx, on whose patriotic l oyalt y 

America can depend in peace and in every emer gency short of lUX war and 1ncludi ng war, if t hat 

spectre should ,alk over our country . For the Millions of workers who are today crushed 

under the despotic losophy of totalltarianl~ in its varied forms you have also a message 

and a mission - tht. uessage that i n America freedom is still triumphant, that in our social 

program christian principles stH.l prevail , that our democratic way of living still holds 

the best promise of genuine contentment and reasonable prosperity; the mission to demons~rate 

that conservative democracy and not radicalism holds the key to the solution of humanity's 

problema . Proclaim to all the world , as you hold steadfastly to your course, that you realize 

your responsibility to the workers of Ame~ica , to your fellow citizens of every class , to our 

beloved country. and that neither coer cian nor persUBuion wi ll make you cease your constructive 
efforts until the ramparts of social justice , huoan ,,,elfare and national security stand 

prOUdly in our midst - in this consecr ation may you ever merit and enj oy t he fullest measure 

of Godts blessing. 
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national sec • II Jti abroad. '. y it please God so to uide the destinY' at 

our n tion th t it the doLll.L.utin faotor in t e establishment of true peace J 

peace b sed on justice , c ar1ty and the at~rnal principles 0: the ivine La I . 

:ay the ~overe1gn Ruler of the universe Bive atreth and comfort to those who 

lie prostrate in sarro T, pain and anx1et' , give oourage to those mo are bearing the 

brunt o.f cruel aggression, and I:love all rulers to use their borro ad authority and 

po er unselfishly or the good of humanity , mindful that they too must answer for 

their ste rdahip to the King of kings. 



r 1 
f ........ 


J
In his "Ode to the Setting Sun" Francis Thompson , illustrious English poet , no 

tnessed the transition of the nineteenth into the tlentieth century, introduces a 

theme that may well serve as an introduction for our thoughts this evening. ddress

ing the setting sun , the poet compares him. to the "King- .aker of Creation" , lbo died 

indeed upon the rood of the cross yet rose again to take and give to others His newly 

acquired life: 

:And so of all which form inheriteth 


The fall doth pass the rise in worth ; 


For b1rth hath in itself the germ of death , 


But death hath in itself the germ of birth . 


It is the falling acorn buds the tree , 


The falling rain that bears the greenery, 




The fern- plants moulder when the ferns a ise . 

For there 1s nothing lives but something dies , 

..ud there is nothing dies but something 11ves, 

Till skies be fugitives , 

Till Time , the hidden root of change, updrles , 

e Birth and Death inseparable on earth; 

For they are twain yet one, and Death is Birth' • 

iguratively we stand beside the death couch of a year , whose doom is set irre

vooably. The last grains of sand will soon have run ala fl.y through the narrow neck of 

the hourglass to mark the passage of the final day into the bosom of eternity. J"ust 

another effulgence of the SUD, as it rises triumphantly over the horizon in the 

Eastern Sky, one last golden glow in the est to emphasize whatever there as of glory 

and of joy in the short but eventful cycle of a twel!ve-month; and then the drawing of 



the veil , as the shadows gather and the shades of night envelope all that was hectical~y 

crowded into the space of ttme , which custom and convenience call a year . 

And yet , even in the solemn setting ot the demise we sense the anticipated joy of 

the birth of an heir . Hucanlty does not linger morosely at the deathbed of the passing 

years, least ot all if they suggest memories that are saddening and painful . It presses 

on impatiently to greet the new, hopeful that this may carry in its ams an abtmdance of 

the blessings that ~ lite a joy and even saorifices sweet . 

It would , however , detraot fran the seriousness of life lere we to dismiss the 

years, one by one , without an attempt to analyze their mport . fuether we view hU!J:IaD. 

life in the individual. or regard it in its broader relation to the sooial organism, it 

is a process and a progressive series of experiences, each of which exerts a definite 

influence upon personal character and welfare , each registering its effect upon re

epect i ve groups , communities and organizations . It is the aocumulation of and the 



piecing together ot these experiences that determine the weal and woe of individuals and 

of nations, form the basis ot human progress or retrogression and ultimately constitute 

the history of the human family. 

THE YEAR MID TEE mDl:VmUA!. 

The appraisal ot what the closing year has meant for each of us individually is a 

matter for pr1vate introspection and communion with God . One faet stands out, and that 

is that the year has been a divine gift ot 1ne8t~able value, a talent entrusted not 

only to our keeping but also to our use, a substantial part ot the stewardship tor ich 

e are accountable to God. Therefore , it will matter m.uch, whether we have employed the 

girt to our adva,ntage or squandered 1 t uselessly , whether e have trafficked bravely and 

profitably with the talent or timidly buried it in the ground, fhether e have discharged 

our stewardship honestly and honorably or neglected it or even diverted it to unholy 

purposea. 

Dl the searching ot our hearts we must not contine ourselves to purely personal 



responsibilitiee . Our scrutiny must envision seriously those duties which each ot us 

must discharge by reason of our vocational occupations and of our aocial relationships . 

No one can say that he is not his brother ' s keeper w1thout incurring the condemnation 

that descended on the head of Cain. In the home and family circle , in the office and 

workshop , on the plantation and in the refinery, in the various phases of civic llfe, 

every 1ndividual has a def'1nite role to play that has a bearing upon the elf'are and 

happl.ness of others . Whether and how we have played our roles individually through the 

years will appear in t~t penetrating revelation , wh1ch will startle the universe when 

the Book of Life is thrown open to all humanity , summoned for the final judgment by the 

trumpet call of God ' s angels . ell will it be for those who, doing their searching 

sincerely now, seek to prof1t by the light and strength of God ' s grace to correct, amend 

and improve the recordt Not the least of the world ' s evils are due to the lack ax: or 

neglect of what we may justly call social responsibility , the universal cultivation 



of which will produce greater happiness in the hane , greater security in economic life 

and greater efficiency and honesty in the administration of government in all its Phases . 

RELIGION INDISPENSABLE 

Religion touches very intimately the life of the indiVidual and affects very deeply 

the morale of all social relationships . There is no surer way to achieve personal right

eousness and a conscientious attitude towards the complex elements of human society than 

through the cultivation of sound religious convictions , including above all a genuine 

abiding sense of responsib1lity to God. Ogpua , gestapos , bureaux and committees of in

vestigation and crime commissions may have a neoessary place in the modern system of 

government; they Will succeed in filling jails and pen1tentiaries , but they will not 

diminish cr~e until men return to sincere belief in God and to an honest , effective 

acceptance of His Commandments . ithout this belief in God human laws and their sanc

tions have little or no appeal to the human conscience ; detectives , infor.mers and es

pionage systems will develop cowards and drive crime under cover, but thet will never 
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eradicate crime or reduce the n~ber of secret criminals or exterminate the brood of con

spirators and plotters , until men learn that ewry form of crime, secret or public, must 

be accounted for in the tribunal of conscience and before the majesty of the Divine Judge . 

Evaluating the year that is all but ended, it is our honest conviction that progress 

has been made to\7Rrds that api '1tual reconstruction, which leaders of the world like our 

Holy Father POpe Pius XII and our own President have so frequently desired and urged. 

There is a gro'ling consoiousness of the need of religion in many quarters , including 

especially some educational circles . Another wholesome sign is the desire of an in

creasing number ot parents of all denominations to provide some form of religious iu

struction in connection with the publio system of education, at least in the for.m of 

ffrelease t 1me" • fTe are still moving along on the momentum of the deeper religious life 

of past generations, but, unless we do something positive to restore religIous faith 
it 

to 1ts place of prime importanoe in l1:fe, religion will dec line, and \ i thout jall moral 



responsibility will become weakened and ult il!latel y vani sh. never has the need to em

phasize spiritual and religious values been greater than today, when in many parts of 

the world athei , atavistic paganism and various fOlIllB of opposition to christianity 

are incorporated into the ne\ philosophies of government . 

RECORD JR~ n~ BLOOD 

For t he greater part of the civilized world the parting year has been one , whose 

record is written in blood , tears and Boot . Destruction of incalculable values on 

land and on sea , indescribably cruel holocausts of human life that spared not innocent 

children nor helpless women , terrorisn unmatched by the barbaric cruelty of savage 

hordes , hunger , exposure , disease and eviction of hlmdreds of thousands of viotlm.s 

from their 1 cmes , without knowledge or prospect of future shelter - these are the 

year ' s experiences that are shaking the very foundations at confidence in the hUIllfilleness 

of humanity. ..ore ftmdBmental still are the avo ed assaults upon and denials of rights 
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for which humanity through the centuries , has fought , bled and died - the right to in

d1vidual dignity and freedom , the rigllt to regulat e one ' B o'\'lIl family and dete1'!ll.ine the 

education of one ' s Children, the right to treedOrl of Horshlp , freedom of speech and 
personnl 

freedom of/service . The year has seen at least temporaril triumphant the philosophy 

that might makes right , and heard proclaimed the theory that but one race has the 

right to dominate the mrld . e can recall no other year or epoch that has witnessed 

such a un1ve'1'sal spread of Yl8.rfare Qver the continents of Europe, Asia and Africa , not 

to speak of the threat of even greater expansion . Truly may it be said of the world 

at large : " ith desolation is ~ll the land made desolate" . .~d all seemingly because 

a few wilful men , without the manifest authority or free consent of their people , 

have decreed to pursue certain aspirations regardless of the cost to hucanity or to 

civilizationl 

HOPE ILL LIVES 

Hence , frw this angle we can experience no regret or sorro over the death of a 
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year that has brought so nuch anguish to a stricken world. • d yet J as Thcmpson puts 

it: "Death has in itself the germ of birth" . For there are not wanting signs of 

heroic vnlour in the very shadows of impending doom . e think of Finland and Greece J 

that have electrified the world by their glorious resistence; we are mindful of the 

stalwart English civilians of all classes , men , wonen and children, Tho are not 

frightened by the sirens' by the screaching of death and destruc-
tion dealing shells . 'Ie envision the ascetic figure of Pope PiUB JaI insistently 

pleading tor peace through prayer and penance , bravely calling for a new order, not 

the order contemplated by the totalitarian way of the conquest of natiOns, but b the 

christian way of self-conquest . The new order of the Pope envisages "Firat , triumph 

over hate, which today d1vides the peoples , together with a renunciation of the 

systems which have nourished these hates . econd , triumph over mistrust , which today 

seems to ~ nullify international agreements . Third , triumph over the false 

dict that 1~t makes right. w ich endangers international relations. Fourth , 
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triumph over two-sided diff6rences, by considered elUnination of those conditions that 

deprive States of an assured proper living for all their subjects . Fifth, triumph over 

egoism , which easily leads to violation of the honor and sovereignty of states and the 

proper liberty of their citizenB , with establishment of sincere juridical and economic 

solidarity, based on Divine Precepts". lell may all the world reflect on these Bound 

christian proposals . 

"e are mindful, too , of our 0 In COl.Dltry J thich haa during this closing year 1940 

responded to theW3.rnings of danger With its traditional spi it of patriotism. e are 

not easily stirred out of our natural peaceful mood, especially when the danger or 

threat see.ms to lie beyond the broad expanses of waters that separate us f~ Europe 

and Asia . But our observations of the developnent of modern war apparatus and of the 

experiences of other nations convince us that it would be foolhardy not to put our de

fenses in order tor any etlergency. Nor have we failed to let the world knoW' that we 



..12... 

have nothing in cammon With dictatorships that destroy democracy , antagonize religion 

and trample ruthlessly on htmlBll rights . On the other hand we have pledged to those 

countries that are acttvely fighting the battle against the new totalltarian philoso

phies every aid consistent with neutrality and short of direct participation in the 

war . It is heartening to know that our President , Without minimizing the danger , and 

while emphasizing the need of maximum assistance , still speaks with confidence of the 

possibllity of avoiding war . "Our national policy is not directed towardswar . Its 

sole purpose is to keep war away from our COlmtry and our people" . God grant we may 

succeed: 

HOPE .urn IORK 

Thus , despite the super weight of sorrow that crushes its weary frame more firmly 

into a seemingly inglorious grave , the old year gives proof that there still survive 

in humanity those ideals of religious faith , chivalry and courage that give pramise of 

a new dawn and of a new birth. T ' were vain , if not rash, to prophesy what the new year 
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may hold in store for the world and in particular for our beloved eri ca. But the 

right to hope and pray and the duty to work no one will deny J - to hope and pray for 

peace and to lOrk for the upbuilding of the security that is the first guarantee of 

peace . 

The hour calls for a united people ready to dedicate itself unreservedly to the 

cherished ideals embodied in our Constitution and in the system of government built 

upon that constitutional foundation . That unity must bring together all the racial 

and national el€l!!lents of which our population is ccmposed. From the days of dis

covery and colonization, through the years of heavy immigration, down to the present 

epoch of refugee movement, our country has offered sheltering hosp!tality to all , rho 

sought a haven of safety from poverty and oppression . Not without reason have these 

United states been called the melting pot of the nations . The moment has arrived when 

the dross must be skiomed from the su.rf'ace I for onl pure metal can be amalgamated 

with the solid mass . 
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The l.m.i ty Ihereof we speak must descend down through all the strata of our civic , 

economic and social lit'e; it must comprise every unit of governmental organization 

troIll 0 pit ol Hill in 'laahington to the village constable in distant Alaska ; it must 

bring together on the common ground of patr i ot10 virtue and brotherhood the repre

sentatives of religion in union with all men of good will ; it must leld together a 

nation one and indivisible , \/hose oneness of purpose no human power till dare to 

cheJJ.enge . 

The hour calls for unselfish sacrifice , finding every individual , every group 

willing to labor for the cammon goal . Individualistic interests must be submerged , 

placated or conCiliated , so that the nation may present one solid phalanx , whose 

very ap:peiL'7'9.nCe will be the syrlbol of its determination and power. A people ' s en

durance and strengt are largely measured by its capacity for sacrifice . 

The hour calls for calm reflection \rl th prayer . Those mo during the coming 
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montha will be called upon to make t he nomentoUB decisions , that will determine the weal 

and oe of tne millions of people that constitut e our nat ion must be supported by the 

prayers of their fellow Citizens . Di vine guidance alone can direct sound judgment and 

pr udent action . i thout prayer t he nation cannot hope t o acnieve or mai nt ain i t s unity , 

sustain its coura e or persevere i n its sacrifi ces ; with prayer and through prayer all 

things are possible , espe ciall y the ult imat e realization that we desire and long for, 

the est ablishment in t he lrorld of an enduring re i gn of peace after the heart of the 

!Tince 0 Peace , hose birth we have just cO!lD!lemorated lnth joy. 

In conclusion re pray that the ye~ about to dawn may be to all our hearers one 

of benediction. ay God ' s holy grace abide with us all , bringing health and happiness 

to our homes and firesides , success and prosperi ty in good measure to our enter rises 

and institutions , good .uil and haxmony to all our communities . May Divine lisdom pr e

s i de abidingly in the councils of the Hation , so that all things may be done and directed 

towards the promotion 0 the cammon welfare at ho B and for the preservation of our 
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"And I say to thee: That thou art Peter: and upon this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give to thee the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven. And tRhatsoever thou shall bind on earth, it shall be bound in heaven: And 
"

whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven" - Matt. XVI, 18-19. 

Nineteen hundred years ago, at the dawn of the third and last year of the Saviour's public 

life, there was enacted on the outskirtsof a town in northern Palestine, known as Caesarea-

Philippi, a scene that was destined to have upon all the world the most momentous consequences . 

It was a dark hour in the life of Christ, for the hatred of the Scribes and Pharisees of Judea 

was daily gathering momentmn; He seemed anxious to seek rest before the impending storm in 

the quiet seclusion of the slopes of Mt. Hermon along the banks of the headwaters of the 

River Jordan. 

It was this peaoeful setting that the Master chose to draw from His diSCiples a signl t i
~ 

cant profession of faith, RisiDg.....abruptly fl'OIJl prayer, He asked them: "Wham do men say that 

I am? - But they said: Some John the Baptist, and other some Elias, and others Jeremias, or 



one ot the prophets." - And then tollows the challenging personal question: "But wham do 

you say that I am? "And 10, as usual, Peter that had been called Simon answers tor the rest: 
.e~~--...-

"Thou art the Christ, the Son ot the living God" - "Blessed art thou Simon Be:L"~Oalil:" Comes 

back the comment ot Christ, "because flesh and blood hath not revealed it to thee, but my 

Father who ia in heaven" - And novi follow words, that must have stricken the disciples with 

consternation and Pater with terror, it indeed they were then capable of grasping their full 

import: "And I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon this rock I will build my church, 

and the gates ot hell shall not preva.il agai nat it. And I will give to thee the keys ot the 

kingdom of heaven. And whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, it shall be bound in heaven: and 

whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, it shall be loosed also in heaven" -

ThUB did Christ announce to His disciples and to the world down through the ages the ins· 

tion of His Church as the permanent medium through which He was to continue His own work and 

mission to the end of time. In the picturesque yet simple setting of an obscure mountain grc 

and in the presence of a group of humble fishermen, He announces His plan to create an lnati1 

tion that was destined to revolutionize the world, change the very nature of human civilizat 

http:preva.il
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strike terror into the hearts of kings and emperors, bring light, strength and solace to al l 

elements of human society and give to mankind a loftier concept of its di gnity and destiny. 

EDUCATION AND CULTURE. 

Christ established His Church as a living organism, that vibrates and communicates lite, 

energy and grace to all men. It is instituted as "the pillar and ground ot the truth" (I Tim. 

III, 15). Its Apostles are sent forth, endowed with the very power ot theJon of God: "All 

power is given to me in heaven and on earth. Going therefore, teach ye all nations, bapt1siJIg 

th8m in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Teaching tham to ob

serve all things whatsoever I have commanded you: And behold I am with you all days, even to 

the consummation of the world" (Matt. XXVIII, 18-20). Never was there a bolder mandate, more 

universal and more confident, issued to a group of men, a mandate which the Church has never 

ceased to int erpret and carry out in its most literal, most comprehensive meaning. As a 

result we have the wonderful program not only of preaching but a lso of education, that has
"""""'i ~A.a..1 

given to the world the earliest christian schools; establishedAi n the homes of bishops and in 



-the ~~nasteries and abbeys, from the fourth century, ~blossomed intothat dott ed Eu..rope 

the great universities of Bologna and Terrara, Paris and Salamanca, Oxtord and Cambridge and 

even Mexico, centuries before education in the modern sense of the term was even dreamed of. 

Apace with education grew culture, which fostered the arts as well as the sciences and gave to 

the world an entirely new and far nobler civilization than paganism had produced in Egypt, 

Greece or Rome, and certainly a more humane concept of life than the barbarian tribes brought 

with them from t he forests of northern Europe. 
f-~~ 

It may be well to ~J\here how well and how herocially the Church carries on her mission as 

t he herald of truth here in America. Sixteen catholic universities, over fifty seminaries, more 

than one hundred colleges, approximately six hundred! high schools and nearly ten thousand ele

mentary schools, conducted by same fifty thousand catholic teachers, are educating in t his coun

try- more than two and one half millions of children and young people. This is the direct con

tribution of the Catholic Church to the educational progress of the United State. of America, 

for the catholic citizens carry the burden of supporting this catholic system of education 
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without 	shirking their duty a s tax payers t owards the public schools. 

THE lmUgmy OF CHARITY. 
r:

Education and culture in the christian sense inevitably led to charityt the t ruest 

and highest refinement is that \rdl i ch makes men eensitive and sensitible of the weaknesses, 

the ills and the sufferings of others. This is the type of refinement which Christ expressed 

in the mandate of love - "Thou shalt love thy neigh'Dor as thyself"; The refinement He ex-

amplified by "going about dOing good everywhere" This supreme refinement the Church has cul 

tivated in imitation of her Divine Founder from the days in which the Apost l e s organized the 

ministry of charity through the~created office of the deacons, whose duty it was to 

see that the widows should not be neglected in the daily ministration. There ' "TaB to be no 

one needy among those early converts. Thi s ministry of chari ty has been extended a nd ampli 

t ied throughout the world into a golden chain of countless hospitala, homes, asylums and places 
d4!l" 

of retuge for every physical, mental, moralmd 8OcialiCa, to which human f lesh is heir. And 

legion is the number of men and women, wh devote their pure, holy live s without hope for 
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t emporal recompense to the care of t he afflicted and the unf'ortunate. Christ Himself has set 

charity as the criterion of true disciples~ip: "By this shall all man know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love one for another" (Ino. XIII, 35) Brighter than the lustre of the 

most bril liant planet shines the charity of the Church as the seal of her claim to the title of 

the one and only Church ot the God of charity. 

SPIRITUAL AUl'HORITY. 

Christ's Church is the embodiment at spiritual authority in the world. The so-called 

power of the keys - "And I will give to thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven" - implies 

sovereign jurisdiction. No, t he Church does not aspire to civil power~ With Christ her founder 

she proelaims ~~ kingdom is not of this world" (Jno. XVIII, 36) But in t he spi ritual domain 

she claims to reign supreme in virtue of the authority vested in her by Christ: ~e that heareth 

you, heareth me: and he that despiseth you, despiseth me. And he that despiseth me , despiseth 

Him that sent me" (Luke X, 16) Indeed in t he spiritual domain she is Christ's visible court at 

last resort: "If thy brother shall offend against thee, go , and rebuke him between t hee and htm 

alone. If he shall hear thee, thou shalt gain thy brother. And if he will not hear thee, take 
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with thee one or two more: that in the mouth of two or three witne s ses every word may stand . 


And if' he Will not hear them: tell the church. And if' he will not hear the church, let him. 


be to thee as a beathen and publican" (Matt. XVIII, 15-17). 


SANCTIFICATION AND SALVATION. 

To t he Church has been transmitted by Christ the great function of leading man to his 

ultimate end, and dispensing to him the lIIY'steries and means of his sanctitication. C(!>ntrary to 

the view ot those who pretend to know not God and deny Him His rightful place in the universe, 
~ 
~ has emanated from His infinite Wisdan and power, mants destiny is not the sensuous ~em.-

eraJ. , elusive happIness of' th is \,«>rld but lhe eternal vision and possession of the v ery God. 

Even the conquest of the whole world , cannot satisfy the craving of' the human s oul: "What shall 

it profit a man, if' he ga,1n t he whole world, and suffer the loss of' his soul? Or what shall 

a man give in exchange f'or his soul" (Mk. VIII, 35-37). In His bounty Christ has merited for 

us the kingdom of heaven as our evarlasing reward and instituted the spiritual, supernatural 

means to attain that goal. These ,means, whereby men can lead holy lives in union with God, as 



a preparation and foretaste of the joys of the beatific vision, are committed t o the Church. 

Of these maans her priesthood is the dispensing ministry: "Let a man so account us as of the 

ministers of Christ, and the dispensers of the mysteries of God" I Cor. IV, I) The full force 

of her zeal is directed towards making men holy and ever ready to answer the cal l for an account 

ing of their stewardships. Watchful as the shepherd over his sheep , solicitous as the mother 

about her intant, is the Church about the spiritual welfare and progress of even the least ot 

her children. Hers is the duty to safeguard the innocence of the child, to watch over the 

purity of the virgin, to defend the integrity of the home and family, to reclaim the Sinner, 

to urge honor and justice in social l1fe and in civic life to urge men to "render to Caesar 

f
the things that are Caesars, and to God the things that are God's". (Matt XXII, 21). 

CONCEPr OF THE CHURCH DIVINE. 

Such in br1ef outline are the functions of the Church as conceived by her Founder. No
~ 

where in human history or experience can we find a ~ra11e1 either of iift.e mission or of the 

guarantees with which that mission is hedged in. As the guardian and herald of truth, the 

Church has the guarantee of divine guidance and infal1ib1lity: "Behold I am wi th you all days , 



' even to the consummation of the world" (Mat. XXVIII, 20 ). And again: "The spir1t of trut h 

will teach you all truth" (In. XVI, 13) . That guarantee is even more abundantly assured to 

him , wham Christ chose as t he head of His Church: "Simon , Simon, behold satan hath desired to 

have you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for t hee , that thy taith f ail not : 
~~/a".H('4~ 

And thou being onoe converted, contim thy brethren" (Lu. XXII, 31-32 ) . This guarantees him" 
Gtc~~~~~~ U 

f reedom t ram error, when A& ~eaefteAtha universal Church a ma~ tai th or morals. In the 

spiritual govermnent of men the Church is constantly rem1~d~hat her authority and power is 

idant l eal with t he a uthority and power of Christ: "All power is given to me in heaven a nd i n 

earth" (Mat. XXVIII, 18). "As the Father hath sent Me, I also send. you" (Jno. XX, 21) "He t hat 

reoeiveth you, reoeiveth Me: and he that receiveth Me, receiveth Him that sent Me". (Mat. X,40) . 

In her lif e she is guaranteed eXistence to the end of time, With sure and ult1mate triumph over 

all enemies, even the powers of the very demons of hell: "The gates of hell shall not prevail" 

(N~t. XVI, 18). "Satan hath desired to have thee---but I have prayed for thee , that thy fait h fa1 

not" (Lu. XXII, 31-32 ) . Only the infinite wisdom ot God could have conceived such an instit utioIl 

only one conscious of His divine authority a nd omnipotenoe could grant such powers and confer 



such prerogatives. 

THE TEST OF CENTURIES. 
41 

That Christ's pledges were no idle boas~the test of nineteen centuries abundantly proves . 

The little band of f isherman, headed by the emotional incons tant Simon call ed Peter, that stood 

in wonderme nt a bout Chri s t at Caesarea * Philippi was surely not an impress i ve group. They made 

even a more I2t hetic spectacle as t hey scurried to safety when Christ was apprehended. Even 

after the Re surrection of the Saviour we find them behind locked doors - "f o r fear of t he J ews" 

And yet Chr i st was not disappointed in theIll after the descent of "The tongues ot fire " on Pente

cost . And ever sinee that miraculous eve nt has t he world had causa to s t and i n wondennent bafor' 

the Church of Christ . For nineteen hundred years has the prophet 1c promise of Christ : "And the 

gates of hell s hall not p 11" - been test ed and never found wanting. 

Por three hundred years t he Church wrestled w1th the imperial powe r of mi~ty Rome , lived 

in the caverns of t he earth and witne s sed t he saturat ion of the sands of the Coliseum and other 

arenas w1 t h the crimson blood of her pontiffs and priests , her t ender virgins and stately metro! 
~H..L~~ 

her stalwa rt youths and coura eous men, wh0l\.gladly bore te s t imony to Christ and the Gospel . Not 



until af ter the victory of Constantine, .mo conquered his opponent betore the gat es ot Rome 

"in the Sign of the Crossiand his cel ebrated decree of 1tilan, was it pos s i ble tor t he Church 

to breath t he pure air of freedom. Then tollowed e struggle with a decadent pagan civ1l1za

tlon, the depressing era of the barbaric invasions , t he contest with ignorance and t eudal arro

gance in t he so-called Dark Ages , the grappl e with emperors and kings, who endeavored to make 

the Church subservient to their power and whtms, the constantly recurring attacks ot schismatics 
Jk.~ ~t::.LdJ. H...../f".~f-'--~ a.~ 

and heres1ar~hS , culminat ing in the so-called Reformatlon;1rationalism~ t he eighteenth century, 

materi alism ~ the nineteenth and modernism and neo-paganism in the twentieth . 

Never has t he Church been entirely free from danger or anxiety , and yet during these nine

teen centuri es , she has maintained her integrity, held unswervingly to her charted course , proven 

herself a faithful custodian of her trust. The civllization of Greece and Rome crumbled , but 

over the ruins there arose t he civilization and culture whose principles are rooted in t he 

Gospel ot Christ; barbarian hordes and pagan tribes swept down f rom the North, but in time they 

t ound at the bapt ismal tont a new religi on and a new mode of living; schisms and her esies tore 
-4. . /l, 

nations from the bosom ot the Ohurch, but zealous missionaries won n~~s f or Christ among 
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t he Aborigines of the Americans any/in the distanct Orient; rationalism, materialism and modern

ism left their scars , but t hey also served to clarity and reaffirm with new vigor the ancient 

truth and prompted the Church to intensity her ministry. Again and again has the Church experi

anced the truth of the prophesy of Christ: "'!'hey will put you out of the synagogues: Yea t he 

hour cometh that whosoever killeth you, will think that he doth a service to God. And these 

things will they do to you, because they have not lmown the Father, nor Me" (Jno. XVI, 1-3) And 

just as often has ·she realized the i ntinite truth and power implied in that first pledge at 

Caesarea - Philippi: "The gates of hell shall not prevail". There have been trials and struggles , 

sorrows and persecut ions , periods of densest darkness and desolation, but never an hour of de-

teat for t he great cause of Christ, which it is the mission of the Church to carry ~orward to 

the end of time . The gates of hell have not prevailed; they shall not prevail: to the end of 
~cLd 

t ime ~eh is the decree of the eternal God, etficaciousl y operative these nineteen hundred years. 

THE CATHEDRAL OF MOBILE. 

The Centenary of the construction of this venerable cathedral of NObile arrests our atten

tion today chi efly becauae in this bUilding we see a monument, whi ch for one hundred years has 



borne witness to the development of the Church in this noble city and state. Indeed t he 

Church of Mobile and Alabama is much older than this venerable edifice. Only one other parish 

in the United States, that of st. Augustine in Florida, can claim priority in age over this 

parish of the Immaculat e Conception, which had its resident priest in the per son of t he Je suit 

Fat her Paul du Rhu as early as 1701. ith exceptional interva.l~ when the parish was not 

blessed by a resident priest, this camnunity of Mobile has enjoyed the ministrations of t he 

Church through zealous, self-sacrificing priests for more than t~ro centuries; and two centuries 

i s no mean portion of the nineteen that mark the life of the Church universal. For more t han 

one hundred years prior to the erection of the Diocese , the ):8rish of Mobile was the cent er 

from which emanat ed catholic li£e and missionary enterprise to the Indians and White settlers 

throughout the state of Alabama and along the Gulf Coast. 

The present edifi ce was erected by Bishop Portier, first Bishop of Mobile , Begun in 1835 , 

it was consecrated in 1850 with the distinction of having been the first cathedral to be con

secrated in t he United states and offered to God as a f ree unencumbered gift of t he flock of 
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Christ. 

Vlell may we pause to admire the architectural. beauty of the edifice and to pay tribute 

to the pr elates, who had the artistic taste and vision to construct a building of such di gnit y 

and noble proportions. But in our eyes today these walls seem to vibrate with life and ene r gy 

the l ife and energy of bishops, priests, religious and laity, vmo during this century ot many 

changes and trials have carried on the '\-'lork of Christ wi thin t hese hallowed precincts. 

This venerable cathedral for one hundred years has been the embodiment of t h e great Church 

of Christ; through its prelates and priest s it has been to MObile, Alabama and Western Florida 

all that t he Church universal has for nineteen hundred years been to the world. In i t has r e

sounded t he word of truth, procl aimed forecfully, courageously and with that unerring certai nty, 

t h8.t markS t he preaching of the Catholic Church. For one hundred years there has radiated f rom 

this sanctuary the efficient glow a nd f ragrance of holiness, communicated with lavish gener osity 

to myriads of s ouls, who have sought here their spiritool regeneration and strength . For a 

century has thi s edifice been "none other but the house of God, and the gate of heaven" 

(Ge n . mIl, 17 ) 
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for here has Christ established His tabernacle and His sacrifici al altar; here has been fulfilled 

for a century' the prophecy of Malachy: "From the rising of the S\Ul ever to the going down , my 

name i s great among the Gentiles, and in every place there is sacrifice, and there is offered for 

my name a clean oblation" (Mal. I, II). Yes, the clean, all holy oblation of the Lamb of God , 

renewing daily in a bloodless manner the sacrifice of the Cross. For a century have souls found 

sol ace in the Eucharist ic presence of the Saviour and life and nourishinent in the partaking ot 

the Bread of Life • 

.As the Uother Church of the Diooese and the Cathedra of the Bishops of :Mobile, this sacred 

building hass been the citadel of faith, the torch of divine truth, the hearth of charity, t he 

source and inspiration to the priests and faithful of the Diocese, t heir joy in t he bright days 

of vigorous progress and prosperity, their consolation and strength in the dark days, when war, 

d i sease and a dversity t ried men's souls. He nce there emanated the messages that breathed t he 

spirit of conCiliation, good wi ll and brother l y charity, whe:z:ain all oitizens of this oommonwealth 
~~ ...f:; 

could abide and labor together towards the welfare and happiness of a l l. ItPortier the Pi oneer , 



-16

Q.uinlan the ministering bishop of the battlefields, 0' SUllivan the miss ionary and orator, Allen 

the builder and apostle of t he Col ored race have all made t heir contribution towards t he build

i ng up of the Kingdom of Christ fl~m this seat of their apostolic authority. 

~Jpostolic tradition finds worthy expression today in the zealous and benign admin1s

t rat i on of the present energetic and beloved incumbent of the See of Mob Ue , Most Reverend 

Thomas Joseph Toolen. I "ithin a decade he has practically renovated the spirit of t he Diocese 

and led priests and people to new heights of achievement. New schools, new institutions and 

works of charity, ~he reorganization of c tholic societies, the establishment of a most active 

Council of Catholic }/omen , the welding together of a diocesan Wide organization for catholic 

youth, the extension of reli gious instruction classes to the remotest communit1es , are all 

manifestations of that Catholic Action, that characterizes the life of the Church today. ~l 

this is an eloquent testimony of the zeal of him whose throne and seat of authority are ereeted 
.;..... ~~ 4'17 ~~ 

within these wells , a proof of the vitality and progressive ministry Whic~rks the life of 

t he great Church of Christ, founded on Peter the Rock in Caesare8 - Philippi nineteen hundred 

years ago. 
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So, venerable House of God, we hail t hee with joy on this thy day of jubilation! e thank 

the God of majesty and love, wham thou hast served faithfully t hese hundred years , for t he blesB

i ngs which in thee and through t hee He has di spensed to His children, for the warmth of love and 

tl~ fervor of noble inspiration that has emanated fram thee! We salute today with sent iments of 
~ 

deHI!;M and thankfulness the prelates and priests, who have during th i s century preserved un

broken the chain of ecclesiastical tradition wi thin thy sanctuary and at thy altar! We pray 

',\,rj.th confidence that the new century that dawns for thee today may find t hy foundations equally 

strong, thy walls equally secure, t hy precincts equally hallowed, thy sanctuary equally holy, thy 

tabernacle equally beautiful, thy works equally efficatious, so that the generations that came 

after us may find cause to si ng of thee as we do today: "How lovely are thy tabernacles, 0 Lord 

of hosts! My soul longeth and fainteth for the courts of the Lord. My heart and my flesh have 

re joi ced in the living God" (Ps. 83,1-3). 


