
2021 Year of the Eucharist and St. Joseph 
Homily Aid: November 21, 2021 – The Lord’s Prayer and Rite of Peace 

 As children, many imagine or pretend with friends what it might be like to be a king or queen – the ultimate 

ruler of all. Some of us may still daydream about such things especially in terms of power or control. 

 Today we celebrate the true King of the Universe, Jesus Christ. His kingship and kingdom, however, are 

very different from our worldly understanding of kings and kingdoms 

 Jesus is a King who conquers not by force, aggression, or control, but through His gentle love, 

mercy, and self-sacrifice. The Kingdom of Christ is, as we pray today in our Eucharistic Prayer, 

a kingdom of truth and life, holiness and grace, justice, love, and peace 

 At every celebration of Mass, Jesus invites us to enter into a greater participation in His kingship and 

kingdom, by seeking what He seeks and offering our lives to God as He did 

 This great feast today provides the perfect opportunity for us as we continue our Year of the Eucharist and St. 

Joseph preaching series on the Mass, for today we focus upon on the Lord’s Prayer and the Rite of Peace, 

which emphasize clearly our desire for and our necessary participation in Christ’s kingdom 

 These parts of the Mass immediately follow the Eucharistic Prayer and lead us in our final preparation 

to receive Christ, our King, in Holy Communion 

 The Lord’s Prayer, or the Our Father, is very well known to us: we pray it at every Mass, in every Rosary, 

and perhaps in our own daily prayers, which could make it almost routine for us 

 This prayer is so important: it is the Word of God (Matthew 6 / Luke 11); it was on the very lips of 

Jesus; it reflects how Jesus prayed to God; it is how Jesus taught his disciples to pray; and Jesus still 

prays it with us now…no wonder then why the priest introduces it with the words: “we dare to say” 

 As the whole congregation prays this aloud together at Mass, the voice of Jesus and our voices become 

one praying to Our Father – He is not distant or unknown; Our Father is personal and close 

 In calling God, Our Father, we are reminded of our identity as His daughters and sons and our 

call to image Him and his desire for our world/relationships to be set right 

 We call upon our loving and caring Father in this prayer, asking that He provide everything we need in 

our journey of faith (and free us from sin and evil) so that we are able to manifest in our lives the 

Kingdom of God – Christ’s victory over sin and death – which we celebrate and experience now in the 

Mass as we await its fulfillment in Christ’s second coming 

 As we pray for God’s Kingdom to come, through which His name will be glorified and His will 

done, we implore God’s help: forgiveness and forgiving others, protection from temptation and 

evil, and the gift of daily bread (most importantly/specifically the Eucharist) 

 Our praying of this prayer, therefore, finds its greatest meaning and importance at Mass; the 

Eucharist strengthens us against sin and empowers us to show forth Christ’s Kingdom in our 

lives. Every other praying of the Our Father should point us to Mass and the Eucharist  

 The Lord’s Prayer leads into the priest restating our desire that we be delivered from evil – all that 

prevents our communion with God and others as we prepare for and await Christ’s return in glory  

 This focus and importance of the Our Father in preparing us for Communion was likened by St. 

Augustine to the washing of one’s face before approaching the altar of God 

 Together, everyone concludes the prayer of the priest and the petitions in the Our Father by offering 

praise to the Father: “For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.”  

 The Rite of Peace immediately follows this, emphasizing once again that Christ’s Kingdom is one of 

communion and peace, a peace that the world cannot give or achieve on its own.  

 As we prepare to receive the Body and Blood of Christ, the priest addresses the central prayer of this rite 

directly to Christ asking that He grant us and our world His peace, just as he offered after his resurrection 

 This Peace of Christ is what we, the Body of Christ, express and share with one another prior to 

receiving Christ in the Eucharist; it is not some kind of common greeting or well wishes, but divine 

 Through this rite, the risen Christ greets us in His Body, the Church; so, this action is to be done with 

reverence, for Christ is preparing us through each other to encounter and receive Him in the Eucharist 

 As we celebrate this feast of Christ the King, may we pray the Lord’s Prayer with new fervor and share 

Christ’s peace with newfound charity, so that when we approach Him at Communion making our left hand a 

throne for the right, we may more surely recognize, encounter, and receive the King of Kings.   


