
“Our Lady of Sorrows Elementary School provides an atmosphere rooted in the Catholic faith, 

dedicated to individual academic excellence while preparing life-long learners and responsible 

Christian adults.” 

 

 

 

February 23, 2022 

Dear OLS Families,  

 We have received new direction from Governor Murphy regarding the mask 

mandate in school setting as of Monday March 7, 2022.  As a school in the Diocese of 

Trenton, we will follow the Governor’s direction, just as we have done in the past.  

Effective Monday, March 7th 2022 masks will be optional for all faculty, staff and 

students in our building. I know this is an action many of you have been vocal about, 

and have been waiting for.  If you deem a mask is significant for the safety of your 

child(ren), then you are encouraged to have your child(ren) wear the mask.  Every 

family is different, and we are all at varying levels of comfort with mask wearing, so this 

is a very personal decision for each family.  If there is someone who is 

immunocompromised or unvaccinated, or elderly or newborn, then wearing a mask is 

completely understandable and acceptable, so please make the decision that is best for 

your family.   

Here are some additional points:  

 Any harassment or ridicule of individuals due to their choice of mask wearing will 

not be tolerated, not even one time.  There will be zero tolerance for this type of 

behavior, and consequences will be immediate.   

 We will continue to implement strategies to prevent the spread of Covid, which 

may include adjusted protocols as we move forward.  For the immediate future, 

we will continue to use the desk shields, reinforce social distancing, and eating 

lunch in the classrooms. Each of these will be reevaluated if numbers continue to 

decline.  



 If you choose to have your child wear a mask, then communicate that to your 

child.  We cannot be responsible for monitoring who is wearing a mask and who 

is not. 

 The CDC and NJDOH strongly suggest that all students are vaccinated since this 

is the main line of defense against Covid.  As an FYI, we are aware of only 57 

students who are vaccinated, which is one third of our eligible population.  Very 

few of our eligible middle school students have received the booster (as far as 

we know). The 2 faculty/staff members who are not vaccinated continue to be 

tested twice a week.  

 If rate of infection numbers change and/or Covid cases increase, we reserve the 

right to require masks for all faculty, staff and students. We will continue to work 

with the NJDOH regarding any modifications, as well as using masks after 

quarantining or traveling.  

 It is imperative that parents act responsibly and keep children home if they are 

sick or experiencing Covid like symptoms. Anyone experiencing those symptoms 

will be placed in the Nurse’s office with a mask until they can be picked up from 

school. 

 We will update you on any changes to the quarantining/isolation guidelines as we 

receive them.  

If you have questions or concerns about any of the above items, please let me 

know.  I appreciate your patience as we again shift our protocols to adjust to the 

ever changing pandemic.   

Thank you, 

Mrs. Maureen Tuohy, Principal 

 

  


