
Sunday, March 12th, 2017  
The Second Sunday of Lent 

Staff 
Pastor ...................................Rev. Jason R. Signalness, 336-7172 
Priest in Residence .............. Rev. Leonard A. Eckroth, 336-7926 
Sts. Peter & Paul Secretary ................ Alice Ryckman, 336-7172 
Sts. Peter & Paul Dir. of Religious Ed. ... Kathy Nagel, 336-4607 
St. Mary Secretary................................... Karen Keller, 336-7456 
St. Michael Dir. of Religious Ed. ............ Gerri Horner, 332-6617 
St. Michael Secretary ................................ Barb Vetter, 782-4389 

 
News and Events 

Sympathy & Prayers to the family and friends of Phyllis 
Baumgartner, Roland Brandner, and Victor Glass, brother to 
Eugene Glass.  May they rest in peace. 
 
Reminder: Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour this Saturday 
evening, March 11th.  Daylight Saving Time begins. 
 
Confirmation will be held next Sunday, March 19th, at St. 
Mary’s Church in Hague.  Please take note of the changes to 
the weekend Mass schedule and times.  Strasburg will only have 
a 4 p.m. Mass on Saturday; St. Michael’s will have a Saturday 
evening Mass at 8 p.m.; and Hague will have a 10 a.m. 
Confirmation Mass on Sunday.  
 
Fixing Mary’s Roof Campaign Update: We’ve now received 
$178,370 of our $212,000 goal.  Just over $33,000 to go! 
 
The St. Ben’s Roof Replacement is under way.  If the weather 
cooperates, it could be completed sometime next week.  We’ve 
received $37,914 of this project’s projected $65,000 cost in 
donations, etc.  Anyone wishing to donate may drop donations 
in the collection basket or mail them to the church.  Mark 
donations “St. Ben’s Roof Project” and with your name.   
 
Mardi Gras Raffle Tickets are still for sale.  Prizes will be 
drawn at the St. Mary’s Council meeting on April 2nd. 
 
40 Cans for Lent: The Strasburg KCs invite you to join them in 
supporting our local food pantry this Lenten Season.  Why not 
commit, as a family, to donate one can or non-perishable food 
item per day in Lent?  Drop off your donations in the Sts. Peter 
& Paul Church throughout Lent, or whenever you’ve gathered 
your “40 cans.” 
 
CRS Rice Bowl:  Rice Bowl is Catholic Relief Services’ Lenten 
faith-in-action program.  Through Rice Bowl we deepen our 
experience of Lent by devoting prayers, fasting, and gifts to 
transform the lives of the poor.  Get your bowl in our churches.   
 

African Mission Appeal: The 28th Annual Appeal began last 
weekend at every parish.  Please get your envelopes in by next 
weekend.  Thank you to all who have contributed.   
 
Shamrocks for Home on the Range: The Strasburg KC’s will 
be selling shamrocks this weekend March 11th and 12th,  and 
again on the weekend of March 25th and 26th.  This will be a 
free-will donation with proceeds going to the girls and boys at 
Home on the Range for the support of their programs. 
 
Confirmation Students and Sponsors:  Next Saturday, March 
18th, you will be attending a Confirmation retreat and practice 
at St. Mary Church in Hague.  Both sponsors and students will 

http://www.emmonscatholics.org 
Office: 701-336-7172, stspeterandpaul@bektel.com 

The Week’s Schedule 
Sun.,  Mar. 12   8:45 a.m. Mass at Sts. Peter & Paul 
    Dennis+, Max+, Irene Heidrich Family 

  11:00 a.m. Mass at St. Michael 
    All Parishioners 

Mon.,  Mar. 13  No Mass 
Tues.,  Mar. 14 4:00 p.m. Mass at Sts. Peter & Paul 
    Pius Scherr+ & Family 
Wed., Mar. 15 3:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross at Strasburg 
  4:00 p.m. Mass at Sts. Peter & Paul 
    Loretta Compaan+ 

  7:00 p.m.  Stations of the Cross at St. Michael 
Thurs.,  Mar. 16  9:15 a.m. Mass at Strasburg Care Center 
    Jim Barth Family 

  4:00 p.m. Mass at Sts. Peter & Paul  
    Howard Seaman Jr.+ & Family 

Fri., Mar. 17 6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross at St. Mary 
  6:30 p.m. Mass at St. Mary 
    Pius Gross+ 

  7:00 p.m. Book Group at St. Mary 
Sat.,  Mar. 18 4:00 p.m. Mass at Sts. Peter & Paul 
    Eugene & Viola Gefroh & Family 

  8:00 p.m. Mass at St. Michael 
    Wendelin Vetter+ 
Sun., Mar. 19 10:00 a.m. Mass at St. Mary—Confirmation 
    All Parishioners 

 
The Sacrament of Reconciliation: The sacrament is available in 
Strasburg from 3:15-3:50 p.m. on Saturdays, in Hague from 7:15-
7:50 p.m. on Saturdays, and at St. Michael Church 10:30-10:55 
a.m. on Sundays.  The sacrament is also available about 15 
minutes prior to each weekday Mass and can be scheduled at 
your convenience by calling the parish office. 
 
Eucharistic Adoration: 6:30-7:30 a.m. on Wednesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays in Sts. Peter & Paul.  There will be no 
Eucharistic Adoration at St. Mary Church during Lent. 

Sts Peter & Paul, Strasburg St Michael, Rural Linton St Mary, Hague 



need to attend.  Practice begins at 9:30 a.m., followed by a ten 
minute break and the retreat.  The retreat will conclude at 12:30 
p.m.  The retreat will be led by a youth director from the 
University of Mary.  Confirmation itself is on Sunday at 10 a.m. 
in St. Mary’s Church.  Pictures will be at 9 a.m. with Bishop 
Kagan.  At 9:15 a.m., Bishop Kagan will meet with the students.  
Students and sponsors will then line up downstairs for the 
procession at the start of Mass. 
 
Lenten Fish Dinner: The Strasburg KC’s will be sponsoring a 
“Fish Fry” with baked beans, Macaroni salad, garlic bread, 
dessert and refreshments next Saturday, March 18th, following 
the 4 p.m. Mass.  This will be a free will offering.  All proceeds 

will go to seminarian Christian Smith.  Everyone welcome!   
 
V.F.W. Auxiliary meeting on Tuesday, March 21st, at the 
Strasburg Senior Citizens Center following the 4 p.m. Mass at 
Sts. Peter and Paul. 
 
Strasburg KC meeting on Tuesday, March 21st, at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Strasburg rectory meeting room. 
 
MinisTREE:  Catholic United Financial and St. Mary’s Council 
#244 are excited to reintroduce the MinisTREE program to our 
parish.  MinisTREE is designed to help identify and meet the 
volunteer needs in our parish, CCD program, and community 
that are often overlooked.  These volunteer needs are identified 
through meetings of parish staff along with Catholic United and 
St. Mary’s Council members.  Volunteer opportunities will be 
recorded on MinisTREE activity cards (“leaves”) and hung on 
the “MinisTREE” located in the middle foyer of the Strasburg 
church.  All parishioners are encouraged to review the “leaves” 
or volunteer guide for activities that interest you and fit your 
family’s schedule.  By participating in this program you are 
filling an unmet need and financially supporting our religious 
education program.  Once you have completed the volunteer 
activity, sign the card and drop it in the MinisTREE box.  For 
every “leaf” turned in, Catholic United Financial will contribute 
$3, up to a maximum of $400 in a calendar year, to support our 
religious education program.  If you know of an unmet need in 
our community that MinisTREE could help address, please 
contact Cil Van Beek at 336-7358 or Helen Senger at 336-2600. 
 
Pray for the sick: Florian Bauman, Arlene Heidrich, Ben Hulm, 
Sharon Keller, Leo P. Mastel, Judy Jahner, and Florence 
Engelhart.   
 
Pray for the deceased: Phyllis Baumgartner, Roland Brandner,  
Victor Glass, Arvin Roos, Leona Werlinger, Sally Schall, Danny 
Schaefbauer, Katie Klein, and Pius Scherr.  

Liturgy Assignments 
Sts Peter & Paul, Strasburg 
Weekday Lector:  Rosemary Schaefbauer 

March 18th at 4:00 p.m. – Saturday  
 Servers:  Jadyn & Troy Ternes 
 Lector:  Irene Herr 
 Head Usher: Tony Ternes 
 Giftbearers: Eugene & Viola Gefroh Family 
 EMHCs: Irene Herr, Irene Rohrich 
                     Dennis & Karen Hulm 
No Sunday 8:45 a.m. Mass at Sts. Peter & Paul due to Con-
firmation at Hague at 10 a.m. with Bishop Kagan. 
 
St Mary, Hague  
March 19th at 10:00 a.m.— Sunday—Confirmation 
 Servers:  Xavier Volk & Adam Hulm 
 Lector:  Gloria Odden 
 Head Usher:  Dennis Hummel 
 EMCHs: Karen Keller, Andrea Hulm, Betty Volk 
 Money Counters:  Rocky Eberle & Leo Meier 
 
St. Michael, Rural Linton                    
March 18th at 8:00 p.m.— Saturday 
 Servers:  Raymond Vetter & Katelyn Engelhart                                                          
 Lector:  Brian Leier                                                                
 Giftbearers:  Allen Vetter                                                   
 Sacristan:  Kenny Schlosser                                                     
 Money Counters:  Corey Vetter, Sam Gross, Darin Horner                                                              
 Rosary:  Marie Vetter 

Synod Snippets by Fr. Jason 
This week we will begin to summarize the final chapter of the 
Diocesan Synod Directory, Chapter VII, on “The Temporal 
Goods of the Church.”  The first section of this chapter explains 
rules related to administration of church property.  It explains, 
for example, that each Catholic parish and institution in the 
diocese is incorporated as a distinct nonprofit corporation 
according state law (243 §1).  This means that the Catholic 
Church in Western North Dakota does not exist as one, big, 
nonprofit corporation.  It exists as dozens of individual nonprofit 
corporations.  Our bishop is the president of all of these 
corporations, but they are distinct legal entities.  It is the pastor, 
though, who is given responsibility for “immediate 
administration” of parish property. 
 
The statutes explain that pastors, etc., must ensure accurate 
financial records are kept for each Catholic entity by using the 
required accounting software, currently ParishSoft ConnectNow 
(249).  The statues also require that all church property be 
appropriately covered by property and liability insurance (250) 
and that any expenditures over $10,000 by a Catholic institution 
must be further vetted according to diocesan policies (See 
appendix 29).   
 
Statute 252 explains that “all diocesan institutions must put 
excess operating funds of more than 90 days on deposit with the 
Parish Expansion Fund.”  There is much confusion among the 
faithful about this, though it is not complicated.  Any parish 
money put into the Expansion Fund remains the property of 
the parish.  Our accounts within the Expansion Fund are 
nothing more than savings accounts.  While parish money is 
invested there it earns interest for the parish and is accessible to 
the parish as needed.  I sometimes hear parishioners repeat the 
falsehood that “the bishop is taking our money.”  That would be 
illegal, and that is not what the Expansion Fund entails.  The 
Expansion Fund exists, as has been explained before, to benefit 
parishes in the diocese.  If a parish needs a loan for a 
construction project, for example, the diocese can provide loans 
from the funds invested in the Expansion Fund at a favorable 
interest rate, just as a bank would provide loans. 
 
Section II of this chapter focuses on “Parish Administration.”  It 
explains that all bank accounts using a parish’s tax identification 
number must be managed by the parish.  All signers of checks 
must be approved by the bishop (255).  Parishes are to provide 
annual financial activity reports to parishioners (256).  And the 
Diocese of Bismarck will periodically perform “financial 
reviews,” (audits) of parishes and other institutions (257).   
 
Next time we will finish our discussion of this last chapter and, 
thus, the Synod Directory as a whole. 
 
For more, visit http://bismarckdiocese.com/synod 


